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The Reverend Dr. GODOLPHIN, 
Provost of Eaton; 

who, though eminent for his many excellent 
Qualities^ and valuable Anions, has yet made it the 
diji'mgmjbmg Glory of his Character, that, in an Age 
when the DIVINITY of our BLESSED SAVIOUR 
has been vigoroufly oppofed, its Enemies encouraged> 
and its Advocates dilcountenanced, he has conftantly 
fhewn a particular Zbal for That mod importante 
Article of Faith, 
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Arianifm and SocinianiJM' 

Is addreflèd, with the utmoft Refpeâ:, by 



His moji Ohedient Humble Servant, 
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Wil Mt trouble the Renier làth a /oiig 
Preface to a Wori already very large, but, 
in ju^ce to my felf, I am obliged to give 

fome Account of the Undertaking, and of 
the Execution of it. 



the TranJIatian of MaimbourgV Biflory of Arianifin 
*wat undertahenj and begun by Vr. Hertjert, the Per/on nvho 
tats eoncertied in the tiranfation of Flcury'x EccleJlaJKcal 
Hi/lory. About thirty Sheets of the H^ork •were printed, 
and then it food fill far a confideriAte time. Partly by 
the Imfartumty of the Vo&or, but chi^y at tie KequeJI of 
Vr. Waterland^ / tvas induced to join in the undertaking, 
•without huniMg any /inig more of it than that it had 
the ^ffrobation of fo learned and judicious a Perfon^ teho 
haiacpmed fo much Glory to himfelf, and done fo much 
Service to our ChrijHan Ttttth, by his excellent Defence of 
it. After I had enired into Articles of Agreement làth 
a-f . Vr. 



'V. -é. y.' 



'- K R E FACE. 



f 



Dr. Herbert, ke focn obliged me to canfent fhat ano- 
ther Gentleman flmdi fmceed ta Us. Share m the U^k^ 
andy injlead of forwardivg the Succefs of H hy his Recom- 
mevdationy he thought fit to exprefs ^eat SatisfaBion in 
hanging ridded his Hands of it. His Succeffbr ("whofe 
Name I ha^e not the Liberty .to mention y has tranflatêd a 
confiderable fart df the Hiftoryy did, in, refpeSi to his Kncnv-' 
ledge of the French Tongue, ^as perfe&ly n^ell qualified for 
it. If, fer ivant of Ufe, he fometimes fetms to- v^a0 a^ 
familiarity nvith the Englifli Idium ^i Pferazcologjr,' iffo 
fenfe of the Author is ne^verthelefs ^eferved, and therefore 
the Tranflation is equally ufefuly thou^ not ahiktys' fo elegant 
as a nice Critick in our Language might expeU. 






But there is another more material ObjeBion nxlhick it 
concerns Me alone to anf^er. When I firjl deli<vered out 
Propofalsy I undertook to gi've an Account ( by ivay of Ap-^ 
pendix ) of the Englifh Writers in the Socinian and Arian 
Controverjtes. Promifes of This kind ought as religiouffy to 
be regarded as any others-, but, like all others, they are 
not hindinr to ImpaJJibilities y or in fuch Injlances nvbere it 
may reafbnably be pr^fumed that the perfons, to njjUom 
they are made, nvould not tnjijl upon the^ performance of 
them. This I apprehend to be my Cafe ; J Jhaiï fairly Jiate 
it y and fuhmit my felf to the Opinion of the PuSFick. lf$en 
I ga've out Thofe Propofalsy I did not fore fee the length of 
the Work y or the great Difjiculty of getting Encouragement 

to 



PREFACE. 

to it. But the Expence hafving already fo much exceeded 
my ExpeBatiottj by an Enlargement of the H^iory, and the 
number of Subfcribers falling fo much belov) it, I did not 
think it tvould be expeSfed by my Friends that I Jbouîd in- 
jure my own Circumftances, only to gratify their Cu- 
xioCity. 

As to the Hi/lory it felf, I jhall league the Reader to 
make his ovm Judgment of it y after halving cautioned the 
Unlearned agarnfi Mai m bourg V fréquent, but groundlefs 
Inpnuatims againfi the Proceftancs. His natural Temper 
feems to be 'warm, hut his TaJJtons are fo firon^y engaged 
m the Caufe of Popery, that little Credit is to be gi'ven to 
his own jfudgment and Authority -when he ajerts any 
thing in farvotir of his Religion, or makes RefieBions upon 
Ours-, and yet in fuch Points he feldom pretends to any 
hetter Authority than a bold Ajfertion, and an heavy 
Charge. But that the Arians ma not take advantage 
from hence, and reprefent 7his Hijlory as a ColleBion of 
Fdfioods, I mufl -vbferve, that the main Series of FaSfs 
relating to Their CcnduB is fupported by good Authorities 
éfpedd to hy the WJlorian, and agreeable to other Hijio' 
ries of tbofi Times, 
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AUTHORS 

PREFACE. 



HE Bifiory •which I am larithig is 
fi utmierfal, both far the aiimdance and 
•variety of matter contained in itj that, 
hy ttnde7-taki«g it, I may •well he 
faid to lay nyfelf under, an ohligation 
of ^mg.the Reader an account (a) of 
the moji remarkable tranfaBims of the •world for maiy 
ages: (b) For, as a ffari of jm that has been negleBed 




(a) Eufcbl Tit Ccaft. Ep^ 2. c.6a. 



(b) Socnt 1 1. c, 3. 
to 
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to he pa (c) mtt, frefently kindles a great fire M a» 
Boufe, wMch cmfumes it } and hemg driven hy the ino- 
knee of the ndnd into all quarters <f a Gtj, caufes a ge- 
neral cor^agration, lobicb rages terribly y and reduces aJ- 
mofl every thing to afies ; So the Arian herefy not harping 
been extingùfied in Egypt, •where it frjl appearedy fpread 
itfelffiton after into PaleJUne, from ^whence being forced 
on by the fury y interefi, and power of that party y it wer» 
ran at length all parts of the tnvo Empires, and even ex- 
tended a great nvay beyond their limits, into Nations at 
the greatefi diflancey caufing every *where thofejhar^ dif- 
wders iJnch put the *whole nvorld into confnfion. 

Was it not indeed fomething very extraordinary y that 
the rage of one many 'who nvas in nothing fi) great as his pre- 
fumption and malice, jhotdd meet viith fitch affijlance, as 
to be able to form a party that, in a frw years, vjas 
Jhengthened by all that *was mofl great or po'werful upon 
earth ? Emperors, Emprefes and their Favourites -, Gene- 
rals of Armes, Mimflers of State, Politicians, and all 
the greatejl men of thofe times, made ufe of thofe very 
*weapons to obtain viBory for him, 'which ferved to de- 
firoy the pvwer of Pagamfm, and eftablijb the Cbrifiian 
ReUgon on its ruins. To thefe vxre added Jhatagems, or- 
ties, and court intrigues j imth pronnfes, threatmngs, 
regards and pumfiments ; and heat of perfeeutùm, more 
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tnrihîe roen than thofe of the t>ery tyrants, war *whom 
thefe ne^ perfecutors bad but lately trinmpbed, 

TheEjngs of thofe harharous Nations y nvhom the Vrvim 
Jufiice had referved as fo many f courges to chajfize men 
for their Jms, ran blindly into this party -y and after ha- 
ving dejkoyed the true nvorjiippers of J n sus Christ, 
in the heji parts of the nvorldy hy fre and fnvord, they 
filled them ^ith Ariansy their cruel and unmerciful conque- 
rorsy hy thofe dreadful inundations of Barbarians that 
overfpread Germany y France, Spain, Africay and Italy^ 
ivhich they brought under their fidjeSlion E'ven Rome it^' 
felfy the feat of Empire and Religion, funk more than once 
tmder the poiver of thefe '^viSforious Barbarians ; and that 
mijhrefs of the World ivhom they at length fuhdued, ^as 
herfelf obliged to receive Larws from thofe, nvhom before 
Jhe ivould only ufe as flakes, not efheming them ^worthy 
to be ranked in the number of her fubjeBs. 

Be/ides, the Spiritual Powers, nvho ought to hame made 
the greatejl oppojition to this torrent of impiety y increafed 
the fury of it by fupporting this herefy ivith all their aun 
thority. Patriarchsy Metropolitans, Bijhops, Priejls^ 
Monks, and Virgins, nvho had dedicated themfehes to 
Religion, united and confphred together to Jlrengthen this 
feB, and form it into a body, nvhich, for the number and 
quality of its menAers, might make it doubtful nxhether it 

a z nvas 
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nuas not that of the Cbtarcb itfilfy end mdad there 'were 
Prelates enough im that party to have comfofed cotemcils^ 
that {far member) havefiyled themjehes Oecmmemcal. Emen 
the Orthodox themjehes, %ubo 'were mmcemly deceived iy 
the JpecioMS appearoKe of a pretewded peMe, kfve ffvem 
room for their hemg ejleemed as fach, amd a!moji aB the 
'world, foUorwing the example of their Paftars, h^ci^ fal- 
len infenfhfy into the Jnares of theje Hereticks, perceived 
at lafty nàth honor, that they 'were in reaBty ftnte other-- 
wje than they intended, and had mn ^ a Jiidden into 
téôamfm. So that the nàjeft men, after they have efcaped 
the greateft dangers, haFce mofi to a pp re h en d, and from 
that generally 'which they leaft jnfpeB, their /rzjr 'wijdom 
and condtS ; mnch after the fame manner as thofe haSes 
that are mofinin^, become mare firong and hardy, by bang 
expofed to the vkdent impre fions of heat and cold, bnt 
are generally defiroyed by fome iwzjxrd dijorder agmsBfi 
rjnchno precantions 'were taken. 

So maay dreaé^ and melancholy draanflances, 'sdnch 
Hoere matter of ^eat grief to all good men, 'uAUfi they 
'were tranfoBed, cannot bnt afford abondance ef pleafmre 
and foUd mfin^ion, 'wbenread: For fnce the many evils 
they o craf m ed its the ':zmUan pajly and teosaan ooiy m 
mar memory, rta£ng sstf bnt reave them in onr 
'âthont any danger ^ fiffhi n g by tiem-j and they 
not bnt five ns entire JatiefaBim, suÊtho t U the mixime 
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of that fear and concern ^hich might arife from an ^^- 
frehenfion of the caufes and confefuences^ the effeBs and 
circumfiancesy the myjlery and tmrarvelltng of fo many 
Jurprizing incidents^ ^hich fo often changed the face of 
things. 

But hejides the pleafure that is infeparahle from Hi^ 
ftoryy njJnch the curious ne^er fail to enjoy^ as a prefent 
recompence for the pains they takcj and the time they fo 
ufefully employ in readingy certainly all true Chrijlians mujl 
haue a particular fatisfaSfion in reading an account of the 
^iUories of the Word Incarnate, ni)ho fo glorioujly tri- 
umphed o^er all the powers that confpired together againjl 
his Divinity. 

In truthy his doElrifie and miracles y the prophecies and 
types ivhich reprefented hkny the perfeSf agreement both of the 
old and nrw Tefiamenty all the furprizing circumjlances of 
the miraculous ejlahlijhment of the Chri^ian Religion^ 
^hicb requires us to adore Je Sus Christy 
true G o D ; the ^wonderful progrefs that it has made 
e^ery njjherey the duration and perfeBicn of it y its mar- 
tyrsy its councilsy its miracles that ha^ve heen feen conti- 
nually in all ages y as a can^rmation of that Faith nvhich 
cmftfts of e^ery thing that is ejfential in Chrijlianity : 
thefcy nvith many other motives of the fame nature, are 
fuch manifefi proofs of the Divinity of the Son of GoDy 

that 
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that there is no reafinahle many that is free from pajfum 
and prejudices y hut y upon the le^ confiderationy nvill find 
himfelf obliged to acknowledge it. But if there ivere not 
thefe irrejijlahle arguments which fo firmly eflahlifi this 
great Faithy the wery enterprises of Ariamfmy as they 
are faithfully reprefented in this Hijloryy njoith the fuccefs 
nvhich they hady njûould he fufficient to convince us of it. 
For the party of this herefy nvas fo ftrongy thofe nvho 
compofed it fo ingenious y cunningy powerful and numerous y 
their affaults fo briskly made and fo often repeated y that 
if the Viwimty of the Wo R d, 'which they endeavoured 
to root out of the minds of meny had been nothing but an 
illufiony and an impious faljkoody as they pretendedy there 
'was an abfolute impojfibility of its fubfijiing ; jincey after 
ally a lie could not hold out fo long agarnjl fuch force, 
and becaufe nothing lefs than Truth could triumph aver aU 
the powers of the Earth confpiring together for its de- 
flruBion. 

It nvill be a pleafure like^fe to learn from the faB 
and ruin of this herefy y 'which of itfelf nvas more ponver- 
ful than all others together y 'what mufl necejfarily be their 
fate. It reigned infolently almojl throughout the 'whole 
'worldy being fupported by the majefiy of Emperorsy and 
by the 'vifforious armies of conquering Kings j mid yet nom) 
it y 'with difficulty y finds Jhelter in a comer of Tranfyhama j 
there hiding the 'wretched remains of it, attended 'with the 

hatred 
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hatred and cur fe s of all mankind. The French y ahave ally 
nuill partake of this Glory of J ESus Christw cm;^* 
connng this, monjler, ivhen they found that God made 
ufe of the arms of their ancejlors, under Clo vis the Great, 
to drive this herejy out of Gaul, nvhere the Vifgoths had 
fet it upy hy ejlablijhing there a ne^ Monarchy. 

It requkes indeed a flrength of genius, fuperior to mine, 
to 'write 'well offuch great matters ; hut I hope that Jesus 
Christ, upon nvhom alone I rely in fo good an under^ 
takings nvill Jhrengthen me 'with his ^ace to fmjh, tole- 
rably 'well at lea ft, a nvork, ^hich not only is proper for 
one of my profejjian, hut may alfo conduce to his ^ory. 
Nay I e'ven think that ÏJhall he found to ha've fome rea- 
fan not to deny myfelf the pleajing fatisfaBian that / 
mof reap, hy my employing the Jhart remainder cf my life 
in defcrihing the battles, 'viBory and triumph of my So- 
n)iouT, after having Jpent above thirty Tears in fetting 
forth, from the pulpit, his divine petfeBions and the nwn^ 
ders of the Gofpel. As I have long fnce experienced the 
effiSfs of thine aid and po'wetful ajfijlance in guiding my 
tongue in the difcharge of my laborious funSfion, I ear^- 
wftly implore thy proteSfion, adoreable God and Man, to 
dhreB my pen alfo in the performance of this undertak- 
ing, 'which I hope fuccefsftdty tafmjh far thy glory. 
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An Introductort 

DISCOURSE 

CONCERNING 

Tht N J T U R E of Error 
in Speculative Points. 

A V I N G been prevailed upon to col- 
left an account of the Evglijh 'writers 
upon the Socman and Arian contro- 
verfies, I thought it a (êa(bnable op- 
portunity for publilhing a dilcourlê 
concerning doBr'mal points in Religion, 
in anlVer to theloolê arid pernicious notions of thofe who 
(naintain the necefary innocency of Error or Imormce in 
filch points. For, tho' they éem to allow iiAeceflity of 
McVing certain articles of Faith, yet they will not allow 
that ihattefs of poSriiie or Speculation can be of That num- 
ttr. What poiiits they will allow to be fundamental arti- 
' a clcs 
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c\qs of Faiih, they do not offer to declare, hut hy Ja&rinal 
or ffeculathe ones they underftand tho(c myjlcrious do 
ârines of Chrifianity relating to the divine nature and 
manner of exiftence, and the method of our Redemption 
l>y Jefus Chrijl -, fuch as the dodlrinc of the evcr-bleflcd 
Trinity, and ieveral odicrs, which I forbear to mention 
here, as having no immediate relation to my (ubjeâ:. 
This important doâ:rine, tho' plainly- revealed in the New 
Te (lament, and commonly maintained in the firft and 
purer ages oi Chriftianity as generally neceflary to (alvation, 
is yet rejected, becaufe inconfiftent, as is pretended^ with 
the principles of reafon and fUlofaphy. Many unfucceGful 
attempts having been made by the Socmians and Arians to 
defend their herefies from fcrtpture and antiquity j they have 
been conftantly projeding new fchemes for the (apport 
of them. Among others the dodrine of the nmocency of 
errors in points of /peculation has been of late, tho* not in- 
vented, yet more fully and pardcularly enlarged upon^ and 
digefted into a regular fcheme. However true the doârine 
of the Trinity may be in itfelf^ or how clearly foever it may 
be revealed in 5£T^fiir^, yet, as it is a matter of j^OK^tfMi 
only, the knowledge and belief of it, it (eems, do not 
aficd our {ahatim. It may ferve, like oùitt fhHofaphkd 
and metaphyjical queflions, to employ the thoughts of cfae 
learned or inquifitive } it may (erve for an amuÊment in a 

Idftirehour^orasaayalof ingenui^i as an opportunity 
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of ffiewing a great deal of reading, a rational head, or a 
critical ûgacity i but the {ùbjecSt is, in its own nature, as 
indifferent as any mathematical truth, and therefore can't 
poffibly be a necfjfary ^nA fundamental article of Faith. 

The Foundation upon which this objection is built, is 
not good, as will appear afterwards when we come to 
contider the nature and confequences of the Chriflian 
Myjleries, especially the moft important Myftery of the 
Trinity. It is not (b purely Jpeculative and ahJkaBed in 
its nature, as they would insinuate, but is immediately 
connected with fraBice, as requiriiig certain external 
anions, and thofe too of the eflence of true Religion, 
to be performed in confêquence of it ^ and as having a 
neceffary influence upoq the mind, in exciting and im*» 
proving religious difpofitions. Indeed it feems to me an 
impoflible Supposition that any truth, immediately re- 
Q>eâing the nature o( God and his mofl: wonderful and 
gracious dilpenlations in the rédemption of Mankind, 
iQiould be fieculatiife only j if Jpeculation be oppo(êd, as 
it mud be, to any influence upon the religious dijpofi' 
tions of the nund. But, previous to this inquiry, I thought 
it might be of great ufe to examine the Ca(è of doUrttud 
or fpeculative points in Religion, how far they are indif- 
ferent in their nature, and, asiuch, incapable of being 
made terms and conditions of Sahaùoés Por, to fuch a 
perlwaHon it is owing, that a great humber of Chriftians 
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Dcglcâ the confideracion of the epntial doârines of their 
R^igion. They are prepoflèflèd with a Notion that (iich 
samexs do not at all concern them, and then rationally 
determine not to (pend their time upon Subjedb 
of no confequence to their real happinefs, and as little 
entertaining to their tafte and humour. But if we can 
convince unbelievers, that, 'wtre the articles of Cbfdflùm 
F/âtb purely ffeculatrve, the belief of them might, nc- 
vcrthe!e6, be required of us by God as neceflary to a par- 
ticipation of the benefits of Chrifiianitjy we have gained 
one considerable point upon them, by removing an ob- 
jeâion that lay in the way to a proper enquiry. As they 
will not be persuaded to beftow much pains in inquiring 
into the truth of u(êle(s doctrines, the fird proper ftep 
towards their convidion feems to be to ftiew, that the be- 
lief of fiich doctrines may be of the laft importance to 
their eternal happinefs, becaufe required by God» how* 
ever kdiffhrent in their own nature. They may then die 
more eafily be perfiiaded to enquire whether God Has re- 
vealed them, and required the belief of them 5 and fiich 
an enquiry will as naturally fhew them how dO&ntial the 
dodrines, in ditpute between us,' are to the 'whole XJhHfiiait 
fchenu, and efFedive of true Chrrjiian difpofitims. 

But the main reafon why I thought an enquiry into the 
natme of doShhutï or fieealatkfe points {cahmhk isj be- 
cauie the manner of defending the prevalent notion con- 
cerning 
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cerning the hmocency of fiich Etrors, has led the abettors 
of it into very dangerous principles, deftrudive of aU 
Faith, and Morals. Indeed modern free thmkmgy in re- 
foedl to Religiotiy refolves at laft into Veijhty but in no- 
thing more manifèftiy than in the pre(cnt difpute ; tho' I 
am willing to hope, the confequences are not (êen by 
every one who maintains the principles from whence they 
flow. This, however, tho' it may, and ought to incline 
us to judge charitably of the intention of the authors of 
heretical notions, yet it ought not to leflen our induftry 
and zeal in endeavouring to prevent their pernicious eire(Sls. 
upon the Faith of others. 

Ilhall therefore proceed to thequeftion in dispute, itr 
dating and profecuting of which, I (hall have particular 
regard to a celebrated performance, written profefledly 
upon the (iibject, under the title of thé Itmocency of Errot 
e^Jerted and imdicated. This author, as he himfelf dt* 
claies, has tahen the utmoji care and fans to go to the hot torn 
(fit, and his friends, if we may judge from thetr avowed 
charader of it and Hx publick encouragement from them, 
elpoule the principles laid down in his book, and (èem< 
to think, he has {iicceeded very well in his dcfign, fo thac 
in confuting Inm I may fairly be (uppofed to have con- 
futed the general (entiments of the forty. What r^^ the 
author may have taken, he hinilêlF beft knows -, but it is 

more 



more than my of mum, that he has not gone to the hottam 
of the qufftiGn, but only made it more difficult for othen 
to do it (oï him. 

Error, he (ays, ^.5. is an Afcnt of the MmJ to a 
frapofttian as true, r:.hicb is not fo. if Error extends no 
further than the Ai m J, "tis ^ahat I call SIMPLE Error: 
If a man froceeds u^an this falfe bottom to regnlate bis 
praBice, fuch Error is then caltd a fraSical one ^ of the 
former of which he thinks it clear and beyond dijpsae, 
that they are not finnjcahle. By fan^e Errors then he 
means foch as are purely fpeculatrvcy in oppc^don to 
foch as have an influence upon praSice. But this diflin^ 
ûion of Errors into fpeculatrve and fraB'ical is often re- 
peated. 

P. I r. If 'li^e ^lari againji evil practices, if iJue take 
care that our anions are hut regular and affreeable to the 
lanvs of Chrijl, I do not fee ^bat barm can enfue ; firom 
notions, he means ^ for he had obferved^ a litde before 
diac God will not damn us for our notions. 

Again, p. 1 6. For any one to imaffne it zeal for God 
to perfecute men for Errors in Speculation, nxhat is it but 
to betray an iffiorance of God and his attributes^ 

Again, /. 27. Errors in PURELT SPECULA- 
TIVE matters are not pmijhahle. 

Again, p. ^p. If Errors of the Underftanding are cri- 
minal, let all be Jo, and ptmfi philofophical ones as nveU 

as 
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as theological. I need not cite any more paflages, the 
abovementioned being abundantly (ufficient to prove,, 
that by jimfle Errors he means in thefê places fpeculathe 
or doUr'mal ones. Errors concerning flich things as are 
barely the obje<fts of our Underjfandmgy without having 
any influence upon our anions y and> conlequently that 
he grounds the kmocency of fuch Errors upon their f^- 
culathe nature. 

Thus thé terms doUv'mal, or ffecuîathe, and [impley 
are u(èd promifcuoufly, as equivalent in their figni- 
fication. Yet, at the zjth page, when he recapitulates 
the particulars of his di(cour^, he makes them fignify 
two different kinds of Error. 

I . *Tts enjtdenty I believe, that fanfle Errors, let them 
fpring from nvhat caufe they *will, are not pmijhalle. 

i. That Errors in matters of peculation are not pmfiahle. 

Where he particularly diflinguifhes them as differenc 
and diftind from each other, tho* in his definitions of 
jimùle and ffeculatève Error, and afterwards in the courfe 
of his arguments, he confidered them as one and the 
fame. Sometimes, you fee, fimple Error, or Error fim^ 
ply confidered, is ufcd in the (âme fenfc with fpeculathe 
or doBrinal Error, at other times thofe terms fignify 
two diftindt forts of Error. Which miftakc I have 
not obferved, for the (ake of finding &ulc, but in order 
to render the following diicouriê the more clear> by fix- 
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ing detctminatcly the meaning of our terms, and the 
true (late of the quedion. 

On the (âme account I am obliged to obferve another 
miftake, at the i j^thpage, which quite alters the queftion, 
by placing the innocency of Error, not in its jimpte or 
fpeculathe nature, in oppoHtion to praBical Errors^ but 
in men's not juftifymg their pra6bical Errors, His words 
are the(ê, Such as err and jujiify their praBical Errors. 
And again, p. ii. The fourth and laji, and only had fort 
of erroneous perfons arey fitch as err, and praBife accord- 
ing to, and juftify ( he puts it in Italick ) their praBical 
Errors; which is removing the ftrefs of the caufe to a 
quite different point from that, whereon he had placed it 
before-, to a point, not only different, but utterly un- 
intelligible. If an erroneous confcience obliges us to 
act in confequence of it, it can be no crime to juftify 
what we are obliged in confcience to perform. In fhort, 
the crime does not lie in juflifying our obedience to the 
diâiates of confcience, but in not ufing all the proper 
means to inform our confcience aright. Surely nature 
has given this writer,''or he has happily acquired, fiich a 
facility of writing obfcurcly, that his meaning will foon 
become as great a (ecret to himfelf as it is generally to 
the reader. 

Another remarkable inflance of his inaccuracy -in 
ftating his notion is, his adding iwvoluntary to his defi- 
nition 



nition of fimùk or fpeculathe Errors. I muft traiifcribe 
the whole pafTage to do him and my (elf juftice ; tho* I 
have already cited part of it. P. 5 . If Error extends no 
farther than the mindy 'tis 'what I call fimple Error, if a 
man proceeds upon this falfe bottom to regulate his pradicc, 
fuch Error is then caUed praiStical. Hoow far this latter 
fort of Errors ( pradical ones ) falls under the cognizance 
of man, or of a much higher tribunal, that of God, nvill 
appear from the enftùng difcourfe. In order to nvbich 'tis 
clear beyond dijpute, that fimple W involuntary Errors are 
not, nor can be punijhahle. 

There can be no difpute but jimple Errors, or Errors 
coffined to the mind, and Jtmple and nrvoluntary Errors, are 
here u(êd as Hgnifying the ûme thing. Our author has 
obferved, that writers ought to proceed fiep by ftep ; I 
wi(h he had followed his own advice, for he has made too 
much hade, and taken two (leps at once, which is in* 
deed a very uniafe way of proceeding. 

I. Simple and involuntary can't poiTibly be envolent 
terms, and therefore ought not to have been joined toge- 
ther in his defmtion of Jimple Errors. 

%. But he may (ay, ^zt Jimple and hrvoluntaty arc here 
Co annexed, that whatever Error is Impie muft necefla- 
rily, from the nature of it, be involuntary ; and con(ê- 
qucnily, tho' they are not equivalent in their Jigt^ation, 
ûisj infer one another. 

b Be 
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Be it granted, for argument fake, that all fintpïe Error 
muft be involuntary, yet involuntary flioulcl not have been 
added to fmple in a definition of Jtmple Errors, where no- 
thing (hould be inferted but what is peculiar to the thing 
defined^ in order to diftinguifli it from all others of a dif- 
ferent nature. Now the peculiar nature of Jitnple Errors 
confrrts, as he, all along (uppolcs, in their being confined 
to the mind, in oppofition to (uch as influence praSfice. 
This is the ground of his whole (cheme; and the proper 
foundation, upon which, he ought to build the mnocency 
of fuch Errors, is, the fpeculative nature of them. If 
it follows from the nature of Jpeculation that Errors in 
Jiich points mufi be tmvoltmtary, let the confequence be de- 
duced regularly from the premifes, but not made part of 
the definition or propofition itfelf.. 

3. Simple Errors are no more involuntary in their own 
nature, than praBical ones, nor praBical ones any more 
neceflarily voluntary than fimple ones. Certainly a man 
may a(£nt to a fpeculative propofrtion <w true, which is 
not fo, thro' his ovjn fault, thro* ohfiinacy, thro* ne^kB 
and carelefnefs j as he may likewife be miflaken ior his 
opinion concerning prdtical truths, for want of alt^y 
or opportunity, or hy means of other caufcs which he has 
allowed, and endeavoured to prove,^ to be (iifficient to 
render Errors innocent. But thefe things will be confî- 
dered afterwards, when I come to examine parcicuJark 



his arguments in proof of the imiocency of Jimple Errors ; 
from whence, if he proves any thing, he proves too 
much, ^iz. that fraBical Errors are equally hmocent, be- 
cau(c equally involuntary 5 and that Errors concerning the 
truth of the faBs contained in the Gofpel are no more 
punifliable than Errors about the myfferious doBrines of it. 
At prefent I only obferve, that, by placing the criminal 
or innocent nature of Error in its being njdltmtary or /«- 
'Voluntary^ without regard to any other circumftance, 
he dcftroys his own fcheme, the defign of which is to 
afcribe innocency particularly to Jtmple or fpeculati^e 
Errors, by way of di(lin6lion from fraUical ones. He 
fays, the only punifhable Errors are involuntary ones. 
And who ever fâid othcrwife ? But the queftion is 
not, whether involuntary Errors are punijhable, but on- 
ly concerning Jpeculative Errors as oppofed to praSlical. 
Now, how does he undertake to prove the innocency of 
jpeculative Errors ? Why, by faying, that if a man does 
hut take care of his adions, that they are good and regu^ 
loTy and for his notions let him but ufe common prudence 
and difcretion, and a God of infinite goodnefs ivill not be 
fo rigid a task-majler as to require brick without Jhraiv. 
He proves the innocency of notionsy as oppofed to prac-^ 
ticCy by a circumftance that will make aBions as innocent 
as notions. • Notions, he fays, are not punijhahle. And 
why fb ? Becâufê God "will not require brick ^without Jlraiv. 

b 2 Neither 
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Neither will he require impoffthilities in re(pe(St to our 
a&fons, any more than in re(peâ; to our notions. What- 
ever is involuntary mud be hmocenty and therefore mvo- 
luntary notions cannot be puniJhabU, But all this time 
he a(cribes no particular innocency to Jpeculative Errors in 
oppotition to praBical ones, becaufe he places it in a 
circumdance that will render them hoth equally inno- 
cent. I am afraid the reader is tired with (o much tedi' 
ous trif]ing,\ but I thought it abfblutely neceflary to- 
wards a clear and full view of the quedion before us, to 
fettle the true ftate of it, by freeing it from thole perplexi- 
ties in which this author has involved it. 

The quedion then ( to u(ê our author's own words, 
as we find them at />. zp. ) is concerning fome Nofiom 
or Speculations about the hlejfed Trinity, or fuch nnfieries tf 
ChriJHamty. Our author alTerts, that Errors about fuàt 
points are not punifiable, becaufe notions or jpeculaiim 
are, in their own nature, innocent, as having no influ- 
ence upon praBice. This quedion neceflarily infers an- 
other, tho* our author has taken no notice of it, <»«• 
whether the docSlrine of the Trinity, or other myfieries of 
Chrijlianity, be dodrines purely notional or jfpeciJatrM. 
For, othcrwife we may grant the truth of his propoli' 
tion in refpeâ: to the innocency of Error in Jpeculatrof 
points, and yet deny the innocency of Error concerning 
the doctrine of the Trinity, or other myfleries of ChriJHamtj. 

Bot I 
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But I fliall now confine myfelf to an enquiry into the 
neceptry itmocency of notions and Jpeculathns in religious 
matters J wherein I fhall examine the (everal arguments 
brought in fupport of this favourite fcheme. 

The firft thing offered by way of proofj we find ac 
the beginning of the laft paragraph of the 3 d page, in 
thefe words, becaufe in the perceptions of the mnd men are 
perfeBly pajhe. 

This argument^ tho* the author, I dare Cay, did not 
perceive it, will equally render all Errors innocent, the 
mind being equally paffive in thofe perceptions, upon 
which we ground our judgments in pra&ical truths, as 
in fpecrdati've ones 5 and this is the very (âme argument 
which is ufiially urged againfl free nuilh We aB in con- 
fequence of our judgment, and our judgment is made 
in confequence of our perceptions \ and Âerefbrc, ifj in 
Jpeculatrve truths, the agreement or dilagreement of the 
terms of a propofition appears necefarily to the mind, 
and the mind judges according as things appear true or 
fàllê, the progrels of the mind is the fime in the judg- 
ments which it makes concerning praUical truths -, and 
fo our errors concerning praUical truths are as inrvolunta^ 
ry, and confequently as unpunijhahle as fpeculative £r«- 
rors. 

The lame con(êquence will follow in reC)e6l to the 
belief of the Chriftian Religion in general, 01 of any par- 
ticular 
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ocular fad or fads, upon which our belief of Chriflianity 
is founded j the mindj according to our author, mull 
be pajpve in its perceptions, and paffi've in its juàzments ; 
It \s not in any man's power to determine how the evi- 
dence for the -truth of thofe fà<5b fhall appear^ or whether 
he (hall juà^e according as things appear j conlequently, 
sny Error rescuing the truth of Chrijiiamty is as innocent 
as any Error in our notions or Jpeculations concerning the 
Trinity, &c. Thus eflfedually, tho' unwari(jr, does our 
author deftroy, not only revealed Religion, but even Mo- 
rality itfelf, by rendering us necefary, and, iî necefary, 
unaccomtahle beings. But I need not urge this any far- 
ther \ our author, and his friends, i£ they be friends to 
Religion, will readily give up the argument, or (hew 
how the mind is paji've in its perceptions and judgments 
concerning Jpeculati've points, and free in its percepti- 
ons and judgments of praSfical truths ^ paff've when it 
perceives and judges of notions and /peculations about the 
Trinity, and other myfterious doBrines of Chriflianity; 
free when it perceives and judges of the fpeculatiue evi- 
dence for the truth of Chrijlianity itfelf. 

As this is a matter of great importance to humane hi- 
herty, and to Morality, I fhall endeavour to give a true 
ftate of it. I "agree with the author of the Innocency of 
Error, that the mind is pajp've, as in its fenfation, fo 
likewife in its perceptions, not only of fpeculative but of 

pra- 
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praBical truths j but it is not pa/five in its juâ^nmtfl. 
The mind receives the ideas, which offer themfelyes, as 
they are, and which carinot pofltbly be received other;» 
ways. Perception is necejfarily what it is, and confe- 
quently always infallibly true.. A man cannot be de- 
ceived in what he fercehes, any more than he can be in: 
what he fees, hears, or feeJs,. Things muft appear lo 
the mind jufl as they offer them(êlves %o it ; if the C^»•^ 
derjiandmg, which is the perceptive faculty of the mind», 
be in. a proper condition, to ceceive objets, and the mind 
apphes itielf properly for fiich a reception, things wilt 
appear,, as they really are in themfelves -y if the intellec- 
tual faculty be naturally defedive, or if the mind be not 
fiifEcientJy attentive, either thro* carelefhefs, prepoflefr 
fion, or any other means, things may appear diÂerent 
from what they arc y yet, in both, cafes things appear tO; 
the mind, whethet truly or fàifêly, always as they are 
offered toit. Jufl as it is in re^eâ: to out finfes-, fifir 
fations are excited necefariiyy ohjeds muft appear as 
they are prefented. I^. for inflance, the organ ojp fight 
be in its natural difpofltion,. a proper objeiâ;,. at a. due 
diflance, thro' a proper medium, will appear to the mind; 
as it really is in nature y but if the organ in itfelf be 
any ways defeâive, or if theobjeâ be at too great a dir 
fiance, or fcen thro-' a felfe medium, things wiU not ap- 
pear in their true fhape and colour : yec ftill> be the ap- 

pearances> 



pearanccs true or fal(ê, they mud be fiich as they are 
offered. But then, as in the exerciie of our fenfes things 
do not always appear to be what they really are, ( which 
appearances are yet neceflarily (iich as they arc pre(ênted 
to the mind ) the mind is free to judge or determine, with- 
in it(êif whether thofe appearances be true or falfe, till it 
has fully confidered the matter 5 (o likewise is it in refpeâ 
to the perception of intelleBual ohjcûs, tho* they will ap- 
pear to the mind (uch as they offer themfelves, yec the 
judgment or determnatimy which the mind makes con- 
cerning the truth of thofe appearances, is free. U, for 
inffance, our author's performance has fallen into the 
hands of any perfons, who read without attention, with- 
out a capacity for foch fiibjeds, or with a ftrong inclina- 
tion to favour his (cheme, it is poffible that to fiich per- 
lons his arguments, weak and obfcure as they are, may 
appear ftrong and clear -, and, while their incapacity, in- 
attention, or ftrong prejudices continue, his arguments 
will neccffarily appear to them fiich as they ofïèr them- 
felves j but they arc under no necefftty of judging his ar- 
guments to be as ftrong and clear, as they at firft ap- 
peared to be i they may fufpend their judgnent till they 
have attentively examined the force of them, as alfb tli 
ftate of their own heart, whether they be not under the 
influence of party prejudice and paffim, and whether die 
{iibje(5t be fiiited to their capacities and habit of thinking. 

That 
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That the tnind has aâually a liberty of fyff ending its 
juàffùnt or detemmatim conœming the. truth of its 
fercepticns, and that in many inftahces it can forbear 
making <if^ judgment at all> is what every man, that at- 
tends to the operations of his own mind, mud experi» 
ence in himfel^ tho' there may be (bme infiiperable diffi- 
culties in our conceptions concerning free-'^l. Wc 
are inwardly congous of fûch a freedom i our conîci- 
oufhefs is a thing wherein we cannot be miflaken, any. 
more than we can bemiftaken in any i other v^Mpi^ fe^fa" 
turn. We may as well di^iite whether wc really feel any 
painfiil or pleafing fiènfâtions, as whether we do really 
experience a power of attending or not attiendirig to the. 
eonâdération of any fùbjeÛ^ of judging otf.not'judffà^ 
about Id. r Our author obliged ikie to make:t%digreâî6n 
aihoav^free-^l, becau(ê his argument^ drawn .fi'om die 
faffiivateft of the mind.inrits ferceftHmà^làdàs6y9:\éiC: 
aotibn qi- agency: in. v», : J jOiAUceinclude this iiead -with' 
a fhort obfervation upon another miftake of his, in (Uling 

Jfecidathf Errors, Errors of the judffMfpt i' tko' in.^us 
mi^ke .he has the good luck to be kept in.tQnmtoançé. 
hyVt.ff^hy. I remembcri in his note^. upon vthe.-E^ 

Jiksy (peaking of the effcntial dodrines of Chriftiatiity, 
t(ic Podqr oblêrves, ùizt matters of judgpçHt wer§,notin 

, t^ VK^'çvhfss fk£ Ftmdoj^ < fer. jiç. does- 

' nopexplain hiinfêlf) he means;,v;^^h- oiit au^hor^ fon^e 
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tlodrines. Bat what an. abfiitd mamnt of ^peûâxÊg » 
this > Ic fi^poiès that< j^. Etron an not Errgo» oé- ifa» 
judgment. What are. they then ? Or what is Erio% bat 
a fià&.JMdffiienf at, Jamahutiom. of the mind coi 
ing thetcuehi of oiic fetoepàmu^ «^Ersois mu(b 
to the /MigMMt^ and tO; thmt <mfy. Our author ^mk» 
alio of Enors pfi ûit,UnderJkm£n^f, where^ by Vndarftàmk 
iii^he.mi]&mean eithcc die pu^utnti or the pacc(ftim6» 
eulcy, boMiwhicklvhavealtoad^ explained. Ho-fismacAB 
confound the. ^Mzjnntfv the^l^^i2nry%Mi/n|;, afid:J%»v<^^iMi 
togetheiv Trhrrrr jiinnjTffiTiT ii pim inn in ih jmiji^wngi. 
and dicufenndadoa of it. Thepefceftiw iuxdcf^oE-en 
mifid^dpes. noo pcqfieily ferfinf.. any opefatkim$. baxwi 
oaves m^efmr, internal iioticei of diings^, as «bet W 
dilf e^e receives, iqapreffions from extecnaj objeâ(^ Imi 
dicywiJSMmt belongs to %hcm)iU, which impIiti^^sSSbf 
k is an aâ: of the inindy determining- cpnoppiiite» ÛMBk 
notices which appear to ^e pereepthe £iculty« 

His next argument (tho' he calls^it thefifih> having 
divided one into three, or four, all of them reaving into 
ûicmDoltmfaiy namre of fiecufathe Error) is at the be* 
ginning of the kfl paragraph of the jtb page, and if ^ 
only the confèqoence of the fermer àtgumenc. Bmtt\ 
heÈiy5,'caimot h pmfitAk, hecaufe vx camiàf rtpem 
Error ', whcr^ by repetffmg he docs not mean' 

aoi 
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10 Ecror^ l>ut -explains him^If jiter this matriier ; ~4t man 
tan have no Jimg ef Qmfcienet, tia remoirfi, no felf-ton" 
Jamkg not'ums, for hafvkg heen m mt ErroTy imiefs k hat 
i^Sed bû i£tions ; which» at the boccom of the page> he 
proves thus : As 'tis a coMtroMfim to he fuiiy ferfuadei 
«f aiM poinf, and repent of it at the fame time, 'PwiU 
fiUov) that Error taiMt he rep«M«d 9f\ The gendeman 
ibevsd iome jodgmeQC ac the «nd ^ his book> when 
he put in a caveat againfl: easing at tjords, for a cap- 
tious reader txuy froquendy take advantage of the im- 
propriety of his ezpreilioas. I gii6l^> that by Error, in 
this laft pa0àge, he means jfeadatifve Error, and not 
^rrorm general^ becauiiê, not only the pteeeding padàge, 
i>BC many other places» and even his whole ùheme, eX' 
|M:c^y limit the fignification to (ûçh Ja,n&» only ; hue 
Sadby reihckrs yiil unavoidably be led ioco^miftafeefrl^y ^ùch 
Wricers. But» I pcefiinoe^ his ar^menr,: when pcoperly 
«xprellèd» muft run thus» 

Men cannot he fumjbûd fof nJiat th^L camtat: us^t 0j& 
or he Cotty for: 

Ihey cannot lepent if , orheCsay for bamngheenkfie- 
vidatrve Errors : 

Tfferifore they, eamiot he pùnUbed fntbawnj^ hen m fye» 

cidatrve Errors, 
The firft» or major propoHtion, ««t. thacim» can- 
mUimM^fw *what th^cam^refemify 9t he forry for^ 

c 2 . wiU 



will readily be granted ; but that mm eamot repent of, «r 
he firry for hmmg been m fpecttlathe Errors j is the pome 
difoutcd> and which our author prove» in a moft extnKn> 
dinary manner. I (hall once more puE his argument- into 
the form c^ a fy^logifm, ùax, if poffible, he may Çk die 

fallacy of it. 

If aman cannot be fully perfiiaded tfanyfomt^ tmdrO' 
pent tf it at the (âme time, be cannot repent ^ or^e 
forty for having been formerly in a JpecufatrveErrar z 
But a man cannot he fully perfiiaded tf any pomt one re* 

pent of i/ <»* *i^ fame time : - - 

therefore, a man cannot ■ repent of or he forry for- tnviag 

hceti £ixtmalïym à fpèculi^e Error, 
I have added formerly, becanfe ha^De heen fignifiie^ ^ 
tàme paf% from Whence the ^der Vill' eafîly ^ à clôûble 
«léleârin this af^fumenr. For, if, thb*^ our author and 
his ftîëhds cannot he fully perfuaded of am point and re- 
pent of ft at the fame time, diey may, and I hope they 
wilt live tô^ be ' èonviticed of their Error ; an^, €^et 
their conviâion, they may repent and be forry for having 
entertained and fo induftrioufly propagated it. 

^dlyy Tho* to be fully perfuaded of any truth and to 
repent <£ inch petfuafion at the fame time, is an iihpôffi- 
bility, yet to be fully perfuaded of a truth and to be M- 
ràjbalie for the belief of fiich a tmth^ are very confiant 
(hingr, becaiifê it iri^ begins own fauh: that he is f^'iiilfy 
iperfuaded. BiK 
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But his argument, were there any force in it, would 
prove fraBical Errors as innocent as fpeculathe ones. 
For, if a man be fiilly perfuadedt tho* erroruou/ly, of the 
lawfuIneÊ or unlawfulness of any ^hn, it is impoflible 
he fliould be fo fully perfuaded and repent of that adlion 
during the continuance of fiich a perfiiafion ; and, i( he 
cannot refent of it, he cannot, in this writer's opinion, 
be f unified for k. Either the confequence is good in 
rcfpeiSt to every inflance of perfuadon, or in none at 
all. This is the uftial unhappinefs of our author's rea- 
^ning 'y but here he has been at (bme pains to confute 
himielf A man^ (ays he, f, 7. can have no felf-coïï' 
demmng notions for having been under a mjfahe, unfefs if 
has ajfe&ed his oBions. For, — .— — what wouFd any 
man expeâ: fliould follow î Something, no doubt, iti 
proof oif hi* aflertion J inflead of which, h^ not only 
proves a différent proportion, but one deflrudlive of 
the diflinëlion which he had made betwéeti Jpeculatruè 
and praBical Errors -, fliewing, that hoth are equally m-i 
nocent.' For, Éiys he. Error being a mifiake of the jud^ 
ment y it nmft direB and guide our a^lioiis «v much m 
truth itfelf. Haw the fiuay if fnah is^fy'Jire&htgyiii^ 
aftibhs according to our judgm^nci atid ^^bx-èe imfit^ 
farmedi or miffftided, the "effeU muBbe the fame as éfisiài^ 
as firmigfrom the fame frin^, c ^If 'tl»Mlvaii ^*1«M^ 



3 tixUmfarmJ one, we can no more refeat of fiich avi- 
ons, than of mere mftimt or ffeaJatums, which have mo 
influence upon our éSiam. 

Theiê are the onlj arguments which are aSenl in ibis 
performance to prove the iamctticy qE fiecuUti^oe ^xausi^ 
as diftingiiiflird fiom fraSicalaoa» «tes. 

I . That ffecnUtrve Errors are imoehmgfy. 

z. That we cinnot r^twt of £ich Emus. 

But at the xdfoge of the prcâoe, which is p i c Ci i gl to 
the xd Edition of his hook, by way of de&npe or vin- 
dication of it, he gives us anodict reaCm why JJea^ 
liiàve Errors cannot htpmfiuAUj ow. 

That the evil Bet not m àiem, JbriSfy fiealmg^ hu m 
tbatfecuHar firante and Mj^ofiùcm tf wM vikb^emb to it^ 
^ay men into them. 

This reafen m urged by anodior fffiAm writa» (Mc 
iSkiA) in a di/com(ê concerning iiwyStMiM» ; a writer IdGs 
obfcurcapd intyirarr in the manner of ftatii^g hisnodoii^ 
bitt equally opinia^. ai¥i iêlé^^îifficient, widioiu a pio- 
per fennMoa tti iîçport (îich an opinion of hinâlel£ 
Whe^ chciê two Wfiferç lèll oocuially inio die £uDe 
^ay of diiaiwg^ or whedwr K^ CM concfefcmdcd 
to be befaoklen U» o^r anthgi^ ibe aiganaou;» npoa 
qsamtnadon» miglbt ierve Mr. CW's poipoiè as httb as 
it à»».^.%e9imii%l biK.at prdibt I aiQ poly to cdqt 
«fiJcKii;iajse^Mâco.ÂB jnactqmgr^ £nwx. 

AikT 



[ «5 î 

Ând he CôaW not poffibly have thought of a more un- 
fertunate reafoil î it urideniabfy proves that Jpeculatkfe: 
and praBlcal Errors are «!^/i^ prntfiaUe. For> if the 
mf^ of any Error hcs in the frame or difpopfm of mmd 
*whicb occafims it, Jpeculathe Errors of any kind may^ 
fèfmetimes, and often are^ ooàfioned by an evtl frame 
and' diffofition of mmd, and confêquentlyy according tjip 
our author, are pimfiahîe, PWbJopèers uec[\icmly tà^e 
up erroneous opinions, and continue in them thro; 
pride itià feff cortcek, or thro* a. Jpirit> of oppojttion\ Cneh- 
a frame ^nà diffofitian of mind is undoubtedly^/, and», 
according to his argument, every erroneous opinion oc- 
eaficffied by them is likewi(è evil. Thus again ffoÊicatî 
Errdrj are not alvsrays owing to an rvil frame and ^Jfà^ 
tion, but to want of ^ifty or opponHumty of enquiry ^ 
wherever, then, the frame and diffofition of mind, from 
whence praBical Errors ari(e, is innocent, Hich Errors our 
^Ritbor is obliged, upon bis own principles, to acquit o£ 
any guilt, tho' the conceflion deftroys his whole fchemcii 
the dtdindion between Jpectdative and pMicd Errois 
in re^eâ: to their imocency. 

*Tts time wnv (to ufê our author's own word^ onse; 
more upon diis occaHon ) to look hack andinei» the ffouni' 
•tt» hafve ffrnowr, I have taken the liberty to alter- the 
latter part of the expreifion -,. for, tho' to hoi hack and 
view the ground we Jlaiid tfm, as he ezprefles himfeli^ 

may 



may be pofHblc^ as far as I know> yet it is not a proper way 
of peaking. But to borrow the metaphor without cri« 
ticidng on the phra&. Upon a review, I fee, we have 
traveUed over a great deal of ground, thro' many blind 
and almoft unpaflàble roads of abfurdity and (elf-contra- 
diction, and are at laft arrived at the very ^ot froni 
whence we Cet out. If this be our author's cautious way 
of jroceeeiing Jlep hy fiep in a di(pute, it brings to my 
tninld the ftory of a perfbn who divided Chrijlian runners 
into three forts, the laft of which Jiood JIHL He has 
^A, and un(âid, or (aid nothing to the purpofe. His 
arguments prove nothing, too much, or fomething fo- 
reign to the queflion. Not one argument is advanced 
refpeébing the innocency of ffeculations or notions in par- 
ficular, as diftingui(hcd from pra&ical truths, tho* "That 
was confèfTedly the dcfign of his book, but only fuch as 
either prove all Errors innocent, or all pumjhahk. I Ihall 
therefore try to go, iî not to the bottom of this dueftion, 
yét a little farther into it than hè, or his fellow- labourers, 
feeiiri to me ro have done. 

• When Speculations or Notions , as being cmfned to the 
mkdy are oppolcd to pra&ical truths, or as fiich have an 
influence upon otifr a&ions, they do not mean am external 
a6Hon whatfoever. For aSlion, as a<5lion, is no more 
crhtttial ot puttiJhaMe, thsLù'Érfàr or Tffougit,. confidercd 
abfblutely as fuck Our external anions, confideiid'.jBi 

• • them- 
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themfehet, are like the motions of any other piece o£ 
inanimate niatcef) which is aâuated by (bme other be- 
ing; and they are CFiminaI> or innocent, only as they 
are direded by the foul, which is an intelligent agents It 
does not therefore follow that an Error b puniihable, be- 
cau(ê it has a connexion with fraSice, conHdering pra- 
<5lice fimply as an- external aBim, becauie a(^ion, at fuch, 
is as indiffèrent in its nature as ahjhlute tbot^bt ; and, con- 
(êquently, every argument that proves the neceflary in- ^ 
nocency of Jimple or fpectJati've Errors, from the ind^- 
ferent nature of fuch Errors, will as (Irongly prove the 
in nocency of fraBice, conddered Jin^fy as an external 
oBion : So that, if God cannot require the belief of cer- 
tain fpeculations or notions, only becaule (uch truths 
have no inherent goodnels in them, ^arate fix)m the 
poHtive command of God, for the lame reafon he can« 
not require the performance of external ^ions which arc 
of an indifferent mature. Thefe cafes are exadbly parallel ; 
and every argument, drawn from the fpeculative nature 
of any doâ:rine in proof of the hmocency of Error or Jg' 
norance concerning it, will equally afïèâ our obligation 
to the performance of any external a&ion, the antecedent 
ftnefs of which does not appear to us fi'om the relation 
and reafon of things. So that, in the opinion of thele 
writers, there neither is nor can be any duty or obliga- 
tion ariGng properly firom the authority o( the legifator, 

d but 
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but folcly from the antecedent fitnefs of the things com- 
manded. For, if God fliould at any time be plealêd 
to make a revelation to his creatures, unleft he reveals al(b 
the rcafonahlenefs and fitnefs of every part of it, wc, it 
(cenis, are not obliged to obey him j which abfolutely 
deftroys the kgtjlati've authority of God, and makes him 
only the means of informing us of our duty, but not the 
fountain of that authorityy from whence our duty arifo. 
Suppose a perfon direéls one of his equals to do a certain 
thing, if the thing appears to the perfon diredcd fit «nd 
reafimahle to be done, the direBion will have the (âme 
binding force as if it were the command of one who was 
invejfted with the moft proper authorityy which any bang 
is capable of having over another. Or (hould a camnand 
come from one in authority to another properly (ubjeâxd 
to his jurifdiBion, it would neverthelefs carry no obligation 
along with it, till ûic fitnefs of it appears to thcpcrfcn to 
whom it is given; the apparent GmcCs 'Of things being, 
in the opinion of fbme, the proper fburcc of all obliga- 
tion. Where then is the notion of jurifdiBion, ofpovjer, 
and authority ? The very ideas, to which thelc terms arc 
annexed, are vaniflied. They muft imply, if they mean 
any thing at all, that the fuperior has a power of giving 
laws, of prefcribing rules of aâion to his inferiors, pro- 
perly fubjeded to his jurifdiBion j which power he has 
hot, if the duty of deying arifcs folely from the fitnefs 

of 
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of the command, and not from the authority of the per^ 
(on, who impofes it. In diis {êniê it is no command at 
all y the fubject has as much right to command his {bvc? 
leign, as the (bverdgn has to command his fubjed. He 
can tell him what is fit and reafmable for him to do,— 
which is all the authority diac die lovereign has over his 
fûbje£l:> upon this {ûppo/ûion. Bue the cafe i% other* 
wii^ j the Creator of die world is the Govemour of it j in 
right of his dommon, he has the iole prerogatrveoi giving 
(uch laws fer our government;, as (êem héi to his infinite 
wildom. Bis luùl is the mfy laiD to us his creatures, 
hoTfX whence our duty and ohligation properly aride. The 
Jitwfs of things is to hm the reafqa or moti've of his com- 
mands, and to «f the means of di&overii^ his mill, 
wherever he has not vouchfâfèd us the benefit of an txtér- 
W revelation. But, if the ivill of Cod be, as it certainly 
is, the rule of our adions j if Cody in right of iàsf^i- 
mon over us, has authority tp pre^ribe laws to us, they 
are obligatory, tho' the (ubjeâ matter of them ^em;s 
ever Co indifferent in itfeJf, If he requires the porfor*- 
mance of any external adion, or the belief of any dce 
drine, without acquainting us widi the wife ends to 
which his all-wife providence will make thofe things fubr 
fervient, it is rebellion in us to refufè obedience to his 
commands. Thus much Mr. Chuh feems to own in fa- 
vour of fofitive rnflitutions, at the 1 6th pa^e of his fii^- 
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tJement to theprevioiu ftufiim -, (kys he, Tn alt thofe cafit 
-where there is no apparent mftnefs, and ivhere *we art fi- 
tfsfied of the drvmty of the cornmandy-^ there *Ifns (die 
command iciêlf) he muil mean ) *ohU he a reapm fir oar 
comfUancei \n confêquence of whidi conceflion ic nraft 
ioWow, that the command of God wilf be as good ar rea- 
fon for oar belief of mere fiectdatrve doBrmes^js he al- 
lows ic to be for the performance of an i^um, wholfe 
antecedent fitneft we are not able to difcover : unlefi he 
could fhew, that there is an antecedent uiftnefs in xequi- 
ring the bcHef of doBrmet, tho* not in the per^mance 
of external a&rns, indifferent in their own nature. JRr is 
aff^eeah/é to the moral ftnefs of tbtngs, that creatures fhoulcl 
cïîey their Creator -, which they abfolutely refufe to dot 
If they demand any other reafon, beHdcs his pojhhe com- 
wandy for their obedience. 

' When Mr, Cbuh (ays, in his previous queftion. That 
Cod does not-aB arhitrarify, and that there can be no 
duties of mere arhitrary afpomtment, he means no more 
than this -, That;, as God is a wife and good- being, he 
muft have (bme wife and good end in all his com- 
mands antecedent to them, which is the reafon or motive 
•inducing hira to command. To adl without fomc an- 
tecedent reafon for acting- in foch a manner, is not to zà 
• wifely i and to entertain fuch a notion of the all--wi6 
governour of the world, ische higheft blafohcniy;. 
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In this opinion wc (hall join iflue. Nay, I will con- 
cede a little more to him than he {eems to demand, 'vix. 
That it is agreeable to my imperfêâ: conceptions of the 
Divine Being, that in all his adlions he not only pro»- 
po(ês (bme good end, which intention is antecedent ta 
every aâion, but that (where any ends or means arc 
preferable to each other ) he always propofes the heji end', 
and makes choice of die ftteft means for the accompliili-^ 
ment of it. F think, to (uppofe otherwife of him, i$ 
to deftroy the notion of the p^ty of his goodnefs, or of 
his imfdom. But what advantage will they be able to 
make of this conceffion, in prejudice of fcfitvve injiitu- 
tions, which may have the tvifeji reafons for their appoint- 
ment, tho' thofe reafons do not appear to usf Certain 
aUims (by which I' do notmean only external Siuionsy 
but any a6t of the mind ) fcem to us to be of an mdr^e^ 
rent nature > That ist they do not fèem to have a natural 
tendeiuy towards ef&ding fbme good end. The belief of 
certain truths do not fèem, of themfehes, conducive to 
the improvement, the perfcdion, and happinefs of the 
mind 5 from whence they would infer, that it is not 
confident with a luife being to command any thing which, 
in the nature of it, can anfwer no ivife end. And true 
it is, that nvifdomy in all its operations, muft intend 
(bmething agreeable to its own nature. To talk other- 
wife is a contradiction in terms 5 but an adion^ which 
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to US (cems to have no (uch natural fitnefs, may, by the 
dircdion of infinité ndfiom, be made fublervicnt to cer- 
tain good purpoics. It may be very expedient to make 
fuch adions the fubjecb of a divine command, as a pro* 
per triai of our humility and obedience j of our readineâ 
tofiibmit our wi(Hom to God's, and to acknowledge his 
Jegijlative authority by an implicit obiervance of his com^ 
mands. Nay, they (êem, in fbme re^eds, the mofl; 
proper means of giving us a more awful (cn(ê both c^ 
the po-iver and dominion of God over us, to whoic gloiy 
all our aâions ought either aBually or 'virtually to tend. 
Corrupt and degenerate as our nature is, there will gene* 
rally be a degree of complacency attending our ob£êr« 
vance of tho(ê laws which approve themlelves to our 
reafon -, in which cafes it is difEcult to diltinguilli between 
duty and inclination -^ whether the ea(ê and (àtisfàiStion 
which we feel within us when we acl agreeably to the di- 
lates of our minds, be the only motive of our aâionsi 
or whether we ad upon a principle of lo^e and obedwKt 
to God, But where we can difcern no other reafon bc- 
(ides the command of God, why we fliould ad after fiich a 
manner, we then pay the moft ahfolute regard to his 4ih 
thority, Thele are ends worthy of the Divine Wi^om ; 
it is ft and reafonable that creatures fliould have tlic mo^ 
â.'ifiwl (èn(ê of the dominion of their Creator j that dhcy 
Jhould be in a confiant dilpodtion to obey him ^ and ûai 
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they fliould rcfign, with all humility, their imferfeB 
underftandings to the dircdlion of omnifc'ience. It is 
inipoflible, abfolutely impoflible, for the united ftrcngth 
of human reafon to fliew, that ihcfc good ends may not 
be promoted by fuch pojithe injtmBionSy tho' the fiibjccb 
matter of them fecms indifferevt, as to their natural <rf- 
feBs, Mr. Chub has oblerved very juftly, Suffi, p. i6. 
That, as God fees thro', and to the end of things, and 
therein has a perfeB *vienv of all the circumflavces and con- 
fequencesy ivhich attend our aSfions, (b he mujf fee ivherein 
the fitmfs or unftnefs of t'very aWtm lies j and cmfequettly 
mufl he a much better judge, not only in MAKT, (as he 
mofl: irreverently exprefles himfelf ) hut in ALL cafes*,, 
than man can pojjthly he, ivhofe wieius are 'vaftly contra&ed,. 
I may (afcly reft the whole caufê upon this fingle point ; 
let any man fliew, that in requiring the belief of a do-^ 
Brine merely Jpeculative, or the performance of an exter- 
nal aUion, as indifferent in its nature, as any adion can 
be, God c^n have no toije and good end. I would only 
obfcrve, that, in order to qualify himfelf for fiich an 
undertaking, he muft acquire a diftinâ; view of the 
whole e«ent of caufês and cfFeds ; or, in other words, 
he muft be ommfcient. It is not fiifficient that wc per- 
ceive no fitnefi in a command, becaufe' no conclufive- 
argument can be drawn from our ignorance, but we muft 
fee diftindly and clearly an ta^tnefs, before we can reje(5t 
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a command as anvorthy of the wifHom of GocL Ai- 
tho*, therefore, there are no duties of mere arbitrary af- 
fointment, if they mean only, that in all his commands 
God hath regard to (ome *a:ife and giod end, worthy of 
his own perfections, yet in re(peift co air ohe£ence, and 
bis legijlatrve aathoritj, there wkfjf be arbitrary commands^ 
becauic we may be obliged to obey them, fiUIy on acoounc 
of bit authority, without knowing expBcitly the reafim 
of his enjoining diem. Arbitrary is ibmetimes v&à to 
iignify hmmurjome or cafricioms, boc it ofmer, and moce 
properly, (ignifies aifihte -, and a Prince is Çàà co be 
abfilMtej when bis 'will is the law to his (ûbjeâsy dho' at 
die fame dme he makes the roles of jafUcCy wiiîdom, 
and goodneÊ a law to Umfelf in his adminifbadon. Hb 
goveromenc is (aid to be tifolute or ar bi tr ary ^ in chat kii 
•utf/7 oifleafure carries a fuffident obligation co obedience 
from his fubjeâs, withoat afUgtiing the reafim by which 
it is direôed ; neidier is it always thought agreeable to cbe 
rules c^ iiifdom (ok civil ^pnemours to publiih the rtaOm 
of dieir conduifl, tho' mankind of late have been £b fer- 
ward to rejeô the commands of the mvverfd meÈmuei 
and aH-iâJè govemour, unlefs agreeable to their own coo- 
craôed nocioos of che nattaral fanefs if thiKgs, 

But to reconcile oar adver^ries the more eafily to die 
fofitrve part of religion, it may be of (bme ufe to coo- 
iîder diHindUy che oppodcion becween chings ^pod in themh 
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fihâs, and therefore ohligatory in their (yvm nature, and 
fijch things as receive their force from the (ànéiion of 
drviw authority. The moral duties, becaufe arifîng from 
the immutahle relation of things, are acknowledged to 
have an inherent goodnefs or fitnefs in them, and to be of 
ferpetual obl^ation ; certain other duties, not (iibfifting, 
as is {iippo^, upon any foch antecedent immutahle rea- 
fins, but the pleafure of the legijlator, are (aid to be of 
fofitrve inJHtutim. This diftinâ:ion> unlefs clearly un- 
derftood, may miflead us into a disregard of Difv'me Or- 



The fofitvve duties, as they are uHially termed, home 
a real goodnefs in diem, becaufe they were appointed on 
account of a certain fitnefs of things. But then this 
fitnefs, in re^eâ: to fome of tho^ inftitutions, after a 
certain period of time, expred^ and in none of them 
' was it coéeval with the relation of things, upon which 
the fitneÊ c^ moral duties is founded. 

For inllance, in confequence of God's intention to 
offer up his only begotten Son as a (acrifice for mankind, 
it might be fit and expedient, becaufe fitbfirvient to ivife 
and good purpofes, to appoint ty^id facrifices ; and after 
that our BleÛèd Lord had aiStually offered up himfelf; it 
might be equally fît and expedient, becaufe equally con- 
-ducive to promote the glory of God, and the good of 
liiankind, to appoint an inltitution commemorative of 
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this great {âcrifice. Now whatever has a ftnep in it, con» 
fidered as a means of promoting a wife and good end> 
may be fâid to be properly and really good ; yet fuch du- 
ties may, notwithftanding, be (aid to be left excellent 
than the moral duties, which are grounded upon a certain 
order or relation of things, fixed originally at the creation 
of the world, never to alter till the end of it ; wh(^ 
■fitnefs does not relpett any particular people, or pniod ef 
time ; and which are therefore at all times, and under all 
pojjîbîe circtmjl onces, (ûblêrvient to God's glory, and the 
happinels of his creatures : However, the duties of both 
kinds, as far as they zxezfit means of promoting a good 
end, arc undoubtedly good, by realbn of that fitnefs» 
For, what do we, or can we mean, when we (ay, that 
the moral duties arc duties on account of their own intrk^k 
goodnefs, or for their onm fake, but only that (iich 
ons, from the relation of things to one another, arc mh 
turally the means of producing good i Their fitnefr arifo 
from the comteBion between their tendency and (bme goody 
which, no doubt, ( tho' we are not able Co clearly to 
dilcern it in every, or in any infbnce ) is the cafe of all 
the ordinances which God was plea^ to give either to the 
Je*ws, or to us Chrijhans. They were fitted and adaftei 
to certain circumftances ^ under thole particular circum- 
ftances they had a tendency in them to anfwer certain good 
ends : During the continuance of the fame circumftances, 
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the relation between them, and the good ends to which they 
had, or have, a fitnefs in them to produce, is, and will be, 
as inmutahle and necefaty, as the relation of things in the 
(everal inftances of moral duties. The difference feems 
to be this j the circumftances, upon which the ftttefs of 
ordinances is grounded, are mutile, whereas thofe adi- 
ons which we call moral, or immoral, arc immutMe in 
their tendencies, and therefore airways good in their na- 
ture : But in hoth cafes, wherever there is a fitnefs be- 
tween an aUiott and (bme good end. That adion has a r^^/ 
^)odnefs in it» The reafbn why its goodnefs or fitnefs, 
under thofe particular crrcumfiances , does not obhge 
mankind to the performance of it, without an exfvefs 
command from God, is^ becaufe mankind hy the li^t of 
iMf«rtf could not have difcovered it, as we are able to do 
in the cafe of moral duties -, for which reafon, as I appre- 
hend, fiich actions are called poftthe htflitutians. Their 
obligation ahfes wholly fi-om an exprefs command, becaufe 
we have no other way of knowing it to be the iwff of God 
that we (hould perform them. But, could we clearly 
difeover the fitnefs of thofe adions without the help of 
an external revelation, our obligation to the performance 
of them might be regularly deduced from thnce, becaufe 
our reafon informs us, that It muft be the im// of a ivife 
and good Being, to have his creatures govern thcmfelves 
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by the rules of nvifdom and goodnefs, which are the mea- 
(ure of his o'wn actions. 

This digrefllon (if that may be called a digreffion 
which has fo neceifary a connexion with my rubje<%) 
may deferve the confideration of thofe who think that 
the moral duties are the things ivhich alone are required hy 
God in order to fahation. They may reafonably be de- 
fired to fu(pend their didike to pofitbve injiitutions, till diey 
can prove> more lâtisfaâorily than it is poUible for any 
man to do, that fuch inflitutions are not tiâfi and good, 
lijorthy of Gody and bénéficiai to us, I have endeavoured 
the more carefully to fet this matter in a true light, be- 
caufe of the coniequences of it upon the truth of revelation^ 
According to the principles, againd which I have been 
arguing, men will unavoidably be led to xcjcCt every pare 
of the Scvipturesy befides what re{pe6ts morality j and a 
disbelief of one part of revelation, will (bon be fellowed 
by a disbelief of the nuhole. I am unwilling to bring a 
dire<5b charge of Deifm againft any f articular writer ; but 
die prefent favourite opinions, (o induftrioufly propa* 
gated, and fb greedily received, tend in their proper con- 
fequences to introduce it > and I cannot help thinlring vc 
to be the defign of theic writers in general, to (educe peo- 
ple into Deijin, without incurring the cenfure and odimn 
of Co miichievous an undertaking, by a more open pro- 
ftfllon. I wifli what I have offered may be of any nfc 
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CO guard unwary readers againfl: embracing their (chtfmcsj 
before they have well weighed them. 

I hope I have Sufficiently eftablifhed my opinion con- 
cerning ffecidathe do&rmes ^ but, before I conclude this 
difcourfe, I (hall mention one argument which I find ia 
Mr. Chub's previous quejiion. This argument I have re- 
served for the conclufion,^ that I might not interrupt the 
thread of the di(cour(ê. 

At the 17 th page, (peaking oE Jpeculathe points, where 
the moral fitnefs of things can give us no light, he fays. It 
eught to he vemeriAered, that God nviU either fo clearly deliver 
fuch points at that there Jhall he no place for Error, or elfe 
he ivill excufe all Errors -which may arife from them, it heing 
mofi ahfitrd to fuppofe, that a 'wife and good Being fiould 
vjfve a revelation in a 'way in 'which it is liable to be mifim- 
derjfood, and then be difpleafed fwith his creatures if they 
mtftake the meamg cf it ; fieing fuch Errors are not, in 
the nature of the thing, a proper foundation for refentment* 
It is ufually the fate of the^ writers to defend their pe- 
culiarities upon (iich principles as (ubvert religion in ge^- 
neraL 

Spéculative doBrineSi he fays, are innocent, unlefs they 
are fo clearly revealed as to leave no place for Error. 

If this argument be condufive, not only fpeculative^ 
but aU Errors are innocent , becaufe, if there be room 
for Error, he thinks ic inconfiftent with die wifdom and 
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goodneG of God to punifli men for en'mg', but if 
this writer believes Chrifiianityy or even the moral fitrufs 
of thmgs, bis belief is a confutation of his own argu- 
ment : For, there is room for Error even in thefe points, 
and yet there is no neceffity that a man fhould be cither 
iffiorant or mifiaken concerning them. Now, if we 
arc capable of underjiandmg and helieimg any fiecuU' 
the truth, we may be ftmjhed for not underftanding 
and believing it. Or, will Mr. Chuh deny that God 
may, under certain penalties, require any thing which 
it is in our power to perform j which, however, his 
argument obliges him to deny, or elie there is no force 
in it. Let us try how it holds when applied lo fin m 
feneral. It is aifurd and ridiculous to fitppofe, that a ivi/i 
and good Being Jbould create us capable of fimmg, or leave 
room for fin, and yet he diff leafed *with us for fimùng. 
It would be a much more abftird thing to lay us under 
the neceflity of aflènting to any truth, and then be 
plealêd with, or reward us for, believing. In fliorr, he 
deftroys the notion of virtue and vice, of a ftate of trial 
and probation, and takes away the foundation of rewards 
and puniflimcnts. 

I am told, that this writer has no fmall (hare of cre« 
dit with his forty, but it is to me fomewhat difficult 
to conceive how fiich extravagant and wild and pcrnici- 
Gus opinions fhould meet with a favourable reception, 
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wFiiFe there is any regard to religion, or the peace and 
welfare of Jbciety, anj common fenfe remaining among 
us. Probably, in a time of (o much induïgencej not to 
fiy ttcentioufnefs, I may be thought to fpeak with toa 
much warmth and zeal \ but I am (peaking, as I thinks 
in defence of every thing that is valuable, and worthy, 
of our moft aflPedionate concern. It does not arife 
ftom any ferfonal prejudices towards the men, for I 
am not known to any of them j nor from party con» 
JUerations , for religion and the publick good can be of 
no party y but from a finccre conviction of the dan- 
gerous tendency of their principles. A fpirit of meek-^ 
fiefs t I acknowledge, is a trite 0frifiian fpirit -, but to be 
^ùtalùufy affeBei in a good thing, is an Apofiolical rule,, 
of equal authority, and very coafrftcnt with in Charity 
likewife, znà moderation, are virtues of a moA excellent 
nature, and of the highefl eftimation with God , but they 
are fbmetimQS counterifeiced by ALaoScean hkenvarmneft, 
and the unconcemednefs oi Gallio-, and i0jrifiian (*) Vi^vine 
can, not only labour to leflen che crimes of Herefy and 
Schifm, but contemptuoufly ftilè them Theological Scare» 
crovjs, frightful only to fiich fbolifh people as are not 
able to fee thro' the appearances of danger, with which 
the (uperftition of ignorant, or the policy of dcfigning 

(*) The author of the înnocency of Error, p. 28. 
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people have cloathed them. I have not heard, that he 
ever met with any pubhck di^race or difcountenance^ 
for publilhing fach an opinion, lb rudely and vulgarly 
«preflèd; but hiftory tells us how it would have &red 
with him, had he lived in diole times when Chireh cm' 
fmes were duly executed. 
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ENQUIRY 

INTO THE 

Nature and Importance of the 
TRINITARIAN Doctrine. 




T was the defign of the former Dit 
courfë to confider the nature of 
JpeculatTBe doârincs ; and to Ibew that 
die belief of (uch Truths may be re- 
quired of us by God. We are next 



to enquire into the nature of the Do- 



ftrine relating to the TUmtarian Controvcrfy, whether 
it ie Co purely fjeculathe, or mtimal, as our Adverû- 
ries reprelènt it. We fliall induIlriouQy avoid repeating 
what has been already ofiered, any fiirther than our 
prelênc liibjeâ makes it neceflary. Thus much I muft 
délire the Reader to remember, that hyNotims, or Sfe- 
eiJatiimi, they undeiftand (iich Thtfib as have no cm- 
f mBin 



nâBhn with fraBiee, (îich as are canjmdtotbe mind^ of 
which kind chey imagin the Trmty, and other mjfieritm 
points of Chrijiiamtyi to be \ thence inferring the Imiocencj 
of Error or Ifftorance concerning them. This is die 
Scheme upon which (o great a fl;re(s has been laid; 
and yet, were it capable of being fupported by die 
cleared and (Irongefl arguments^ after all it wiH not 
fcrve the caufe for the fake of which it was invent- 
ed. For, tho' we ihould grant, that Not'ums or Sjpem- 
laiims, for the reafbos alledged by them^ are not cap:^ 
of being made terms of Sahatim, they have not Sdd- 
(Idered diflinfbly, or Co much as attempted to confidcr, 
the principal queflion ; which is, whether the Doânœ 
relating to the Trmty, be fiich a point of meer Sfeak- 
tien. Where£>re, it might be thought fiifficknc, in 
anfwer to what they have (aid upon thefûbjeû ùCfieeaLh 
the dodtines, to deny that the Wtmtarian do^rine is jmiie* 
ly Jpectdative, or confined to the mkid, becauiê it has a iv* 
ceffary cotmeBion math pra&ice, to which SpectJaikm k 
direâly oppofêd. A point Co abfblutely necedary to die 
purpofes of their Scheme, we might reafonably requiie 
them to prove, before they can be thought juflly to 
deCerve any anfwer horn us ; they go upon this ÇippO' 
(îtion, that the Jirimty and other myjleriouji «lo^lrines cfj 
Cbrijiiamty 2iXt purely Speculative j if we deny ûà, 
foftulatum (and we have as much right to deny, as tfacf 
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have pi iff^» ,wichpac propf). their whole fabridj^ ^iUs.tcK. 
the gfonnd But, cho' the labour of the proof lies proper- 
ly qpoQ them, I ihall ofifer a &vr things to their condr 
deration, concerning the nature of the Trmtariém dodrine^ 
tOjflievr, that it is a matter of ^<ffifife«, as well as Sfc 
culatimi a point which greatly afïè£fcs the Scheme o£ 
Chriltianity, and coniêqùendy our vernal Salvation. 

That Onriftian ivorjb^, is a ptéiBical matter, will hardly 
be; d^nipd by the(ç ffecdd^fve writers ^ neither need I 
he^^ diitinguiih betwben mattal and hoMy worihip, be* 
tween the kternal addrefles of our minds, and iiich 
as ate accompanied with external, aâions: becaufe 
^^ kinds, if either of them, will be allowed to have 
a connexion with the do^^ne <^ the Trimty. That 

Cbnfiau nnorfiifis conneâed with the belief of the dodrine 
of the Trimty i may eaHly be demomffrated from prin« 
dples' agreed on by both (ides. I think, Imay voti' 
9ire to call it an <i/!&nu^// principle. That God i& to bé 
^mnjk^d 'y horn whence it mud necelTarily follow, that 
if there bethree cocqaaJi: diftit0 perfonx in the Codheàdi and 
it: be (uffidendy revealed chat there are, they have, each 
of them^ an equd claim to our nvorjhfp. Were there 
no particular command in the Gofpel for the worihip 
of the Son and Holy Ghofi, yet, whoever believes theifi 
to be truly and piçperly Cod, the 0x1^ God . widi eke Fa- 
ther, he mufl: think himlièlf obliged to worfiiip them 

equally 
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i^iteUy with God thé Father. This wdtM Be a 
ieàa&ion, tho' ^wtM», yet nccd&ty and ' obvious. 

The Argument is fhort and eafy. 

Oar Ood is to be worfliipped by us. 

The Son and Holy Ghoft, with the Father, are oiff 
Godr 

Therefore the Son and Holy Ghoft> widi the Fa« 
ther, are to be worOiipped by as. 
• If vhe ptêtHifes be revealed^ vh^ That God i$ to be 
worfliipped, and chat the Sm and Ho!y Ghofi are Ooit 
the coHclufian is undeniably clear, that the Son and 
Holy Ghoft are e^uaily indded to worfhip : which fktm, 
that a dodrine, or practice, may be nectary to Sahatm, 
tho* it be not contained in e^ipréfe words in Striftm, 
For, a dedi^un £mm expre(s Words, where it is clear and 
obvious, may as properly be (aid to be re^veéded, is die 
ixfrefs 'Ruth from whence the dedu&iok is Co clearly and 
eafily drawn. Whatever God has given us a (ûffidctt 
capacity of hunmg, fiich a Truth, in refpeâ; to all dx 
purposes of a Revelation, and to our obligation to die 
belief of it, he has ft^pcientfy revealed, and may reanife 
the belief of it, as a necefTary term of his favour ad 
acceptance. I fliall not here enlarge upon this obfir* 
vation, but my Argument gave me a £iir opportuniif 
of hinting it, and our Adverlaries have made it very 
fea^nabie. 

Not 
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Not chat the point of luorjbip, cÇ)eciialIy in vfyc(k 
to the SoHy reds altogether upon the authority of any 
human dediM'um, but is (iipported both by example and 
precept, I do not intend to enter into the particulars of 
this matter, (which have been Co fiilly examined by 
more able hands) tho' I am obliged to mention them. 
I ihall refer the Reader to the jth of the ABs and the 
jptb Ver(ê; the ^d of the ijf EpiJUe- ta the Thef. and" 
the iitb Vcïfe, and the i otb of Ram. ancE the i ^tk 
Vctfe ; where he will find the Invocation of Cbrif beth, 
pra&ifed and tecommended. At die 5 th of the Revelatums 
and the i,o/i& Verie : The Lamib of God is decfared to-be: 
nuarthf to receive power, andricbes, and ii»fdomj andjhrengtbj^. 
and bomur, and g/or/. At Heh. ifi and the 6tb there- 
is an expre(s command to worfliip him r Aad agMi^. 
*véen be hrmgetb kitbe firfi begotten into tbe luorîiy Be fiat^^ 
And let all tbe Angels if Cod nvorfiip bim.. From tlifr 
Authorities now^ dted> we might prove» tlîat the 
(âme fort or de^ee of dhine 'worjbip is due to the 5off> 
which we pay to the Fatber: but my dêfign obliges, 
me only to prove, what has been generally allavjed", that 
the Son is to be nvorjbipped. Now, if Cbrifian ivorjbip 
be thus coune&ed with the dodbrine of the Thmty, andi 
if worfliip be a matter of praBke, then the dodrihe of 
the THnity is not a point of mere Speculation^ confifd' 
to the minds coniequencly theic Scbme ^hont fiecnlàtivor 

doârinett 



dodrides can Be of no fcrvicc in a controvcrfy con- 
cerning the duty and importance of believing die dch 
ârine of the 'Brimty. 

But it {èems, it is pretended by fôme, that it is 
lawful, but not neceffary, to worfhip the So» and the Hti^ 
Chofl \ a thing perfeâiy mdifertnf, whether it be done^ 
6r omitted by tis. This is a notion entirely noveI> un- 
^pturai, and àbfard. The Arims have the credit of 

the di&overy, they being the firft who ever taught^ that 
Jhme naorjhif is an indifftrent adion. 

I'he Ueathtnii were dif eâed, either by the light of tiJeOmt 
or by T^raMt'um, to pay dhrne worjbip j and, dio* they were 
iliany times miftaken in the proper ohjeB of their worfiîîp, 
and paid it where it was hot due, yet they always confidered 
It ais a matter of tHîty, à Tribute èie to their God. or 
Cods> and not as a ciiiil càti^liment that m^hc be o- 
mitted without any ifnjmy or effence. 

The Jenvijb Law did not make any alteration in te& 
jpcQ: to the general duty, but only inftrufted thç people 
in the right manner of performing it, and dire^ 
them to the proper ohje^ of their worfhip. The world 
l^^fw^paid dhme iwrjb^ % and whether they paid it xoom 
or to more Beings, they paid it always as a debt due to 
them. The Law of Mofes inflruded the Jtws to 
whom this deht of Bornage was due, and after what man- 
ner it was to be paid -, not to ma»y, but to one God, the 

LotJ 
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tord of Heaven and Eartb. They were ab(bbcely com' 
numded co worfliip the trm Cod, and as abfblutely^- 
bidden co worQiip any other Being \ hecxaXk divine 'vot- 
ûâp ii God's^ f^h^ clem, arifing âom the relaciotiwe 
(land in tourards him; and thorefisEc, if we n^leâto 
give him Thar homage to which he has a mgtutal 
BJghf i or if we give his Righf to auoiher, to wliom it 
is nojc dae« we iit/ure hinij» and are guilty of a hnécb of 

The ChrifiiM Revdatim makes (till farther di&ovciies 
concenyng '.the objeâ: of wodhip. The j^pwr agrcrtf la^ 
ilfiid«I> diac ime God only was the trueGpd, co^whom 
dbv^tliey wicoe to diieâ: their wai:ifaip : the Cofiel ponfifms 
That inffarudtiiofh* atxl ihébcms is^tbùcthe thtePetfmin à^ 
ikredianfl eyer-Ueâèd TSrimty aicihe mtmeGoà. 'îh.t^Jeim^ 
«ôriliijpped «RT God» imdCi^&iMfWodlflp-iirf^/MjfîwiA 
^GiMead. .1boaJhibworJ6fthéÂà^S^i3od,^4^^ 
«B^ ./Ed!^ éhmifirvei This û the {^un !La^>àf iiMl Gd- 
yesanxst but ow Lord God. is Faster, Son, and ^<^ 
Chfi, fi&rer diftinâ frr/Swr wiiced in ont tmdhided •m' 
tare. Thus «vaj^ xSi^etiâtion conHdered îi^iM^ftâdoi^ 
ladnmdi^fdde^u^ #]doaIf<direât^itiiiikiàd<(|o j^ 
•it to a fttfefnijM'^ 'Qoc leaviag them^ïir^fi^jr eidièr té 
'^vr^ Kxnmfh-bild.izwplealkré; Thit àkè true èài, has 
a iU^i^ to iie .woilhippedj ûm it is-W Att^ co givtf uâi* 
to 'Wxà Tbaf JtxgAf •» and 4uc -^ îijjtMrr^d '«f ^nvl hînS bf 
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dodlrincs can be of no (ervice in a contrdvcrfy con- 
cerning the duty and importance of believing dbe dc* 
drine of the THnity. 

But it {èems> it is pretended by (bme, that it is 
lawful, but not necejfaiy, to vor (hip the S<m and the Hofy 
Chojl \ a thing pertly indifferent, whether it be done, 
or omiicted by as. This is a notion entirely novel, un- 
kripturat> and àbfùrd. The Arians have the credit à[ 
the diicovery, they being the firft who ever taught, thac 
Mime tvor^ip is an ind^erent adion. 

l^he Beathent were dif eded, either by the light of Ksfnre, 
or by T^a^tim, to pay e^ine 'worjbip j and, 3io' they were 
jtiany times milbken in the froper ohjeB of their worffiip, 
and paid it where it was hot due, yet they always confîdered 
it 3& a matter of IHitj, à Tribute ^ to their God, or 
Cods, and not as a civlf cioi^liment that m^hc be o- 
mitted without any ifnjitry or ojffence. 

The JewiJB Law did not make any alterauon in ret 
pea to the general duty, but only inftruiSted thç people 
in the right manner of performing it, and diieÀed 
them to the ^oper ohjeB of their worfliip. The worU 
hefore paid divine nvorjh^ 5 and whedier they paid it to m 
or to more Beings, they paid it always as a dét due to 
them. The Law of Mofes inflrudled the Jwm cd 
whom mis debt of Bmage was due, and after what man- 
ner it was to be paid -, not to maf^, but to one God, the 
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tord of Heaven and Earth. They were ahCohtdy com' 
manded to worfliip the true Cod, and as abfolucely fir- 
hidden CO worlhip any other Being j becaufe divine wor- 
ihip is God's^ rigbtfid claimy ariHng fiom the relation we 
(land m towards htm ; and there£bre^ i£ we neglçâ to 
give him That homage to which he has a Mêtursl 
Bight i or if we give his Right to another, to whom it 
is noc due, we h^itrf hinr» and are guilty of a fov«ri& of 
ifitfy. ■ ■ ■ . -^ . . 

The Chrifiian Revelation makes ftill farther S&tuvmes 
concenung the objcâ: of wodhip. The yevts w«ra itk' 
Ûm£kai, dbat Mi» God only was dx true God, co^ whom 
«iiliiili^dieywsis to ditedk their wotihipt the ^60/^/ confirms 
That inftru^tiioà* and ihéonnsas^chatthe three Perfone in the 
ûcredjuid eyer-Ueflôd 'Bmty areifae one. true God, Thtfevte 
vôrflàpped Mf God, andChr^Hantwotûàpiireefetffimiii 
medàdhead. Thon Jbaknuorjb^ thé JÊMfd tiyOod^.^nMim 
eéj Jbak thou firm ^ This û the|^ua Lan^cif M» G^ 
venants» but air Lord God. is FoAer, ^on, and Botjf 
Chtfi, thee diftinâ ferfm unified in one undivided no» 
fnre. Thus everj^ di^enEuon confidered ^dMu^tBo^ii/t^ 
:u2nindifienpdh^hu^ |iiikIoaIf^eâtilitiâftkiadHto|^ 
-it to a frefer ûhjS^ not leaving ^SaaSBiatiiherty either té 
'^gne, or vdth-liii k9X. plei^iire: That the true èti<|^,has 
a 90^ to he WDilbippedj tfa» it is-'oiir 4&tf;)r toglvè vat- 

to \àm that Bi^ \ and dat Wi iiffW^d '^^ifiil hînj by 

giving 
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giving to any àther being what he claims as doe only 
to bimfelfi thcfe are truths, one would think, too obvi- 
ous to be difputed. If the 5*0» and Holy Chofi, with the 
Father, be the true Cod, whom Cbriftiatts are to wor- 
ihip, then they have a Right to our worfliip } if they 
be m» the true God, then they have no Eight : again, 
if they have a Right to our worfliip, we ought in point 
of duty to ^ve it; if they have not sl Right, we 
ought not to give it them, becauie we thereby h^nre 
the true God, who is juftly haitled to our worfliip^ 
and has declared, that he will not ffve Ins glory to 
émother. Upon This ftate of the ca(e, the Ariâus moft 
cither give np the hvixfulnefs of worfliipping the St* 
and Holy Chojl, or allow the neeejjtty of doing it. From 
lience al&, I might fiicw the abHirdity of their M» 
tinâion between SiAordinate and Ultimate worfliip, be- 
cade the ohjeB of Ùrrifian worfliip being only the 
me true God, the fame hud and degree of divine woif> 
ihip muft be due to each perfin in the Codbeai. 
An itmty o( nature in the ehjeÛ muft have an unity d 
^worfi^i and if their be not an unity of nature in the 
three ^pakms 4f either Son, or Hofy Ghofi, be not, with the 
Father, the one true Cod, they ought not to be wor- 
ihipped at all, becaole aU divine worfliip is approtriated 
to the on; true God, But at prelent I am oiily to prove 
in f^pural, that worfliip is due to the Sm and Boh Chojl, 

which 
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which is the necefl&ry con(êauence of their conccflîons 
concerning the /^ii^/iif/} of woffliipping thtm; 

from what has bée» offered I think it appears un- 
deniably true, that the doârfne of the Ti-mtiy is not a 
matter of mere fpeeulatim^ because it has a neceflary con* 
}3t(ivotiyf~^CaiJHm^»iikitJkip^\^^S^ it iS' not a point of 
Ttxi inêffjffgminitmti hàtt^' gea^-'^àment and im- 
fortance to xïkt hbnOttr of God, ahd the (ovation oJF 
Christians. Forj hôvevei! difficult it ma^r be thought to 
âate . the, notion oi i^tttM' •ot jwiâanunfitl doéfaities> 
fô as. to determine jpo^ivély'i^ôâ every paitictikr in-^ 
ûance that may come under debate âmdngCfafifti ads' v 
yet there can be no doubt whether it be a point of very 
œnfîderabie conÊquénce '(o to itgufate the Utôcy of the 
Chri/tian tvorj^, as that there may be no exoef# dn- one 
fide, nor defeâ: on the other 

Whea I firft entered upon this (îibjeâr, I had thou^t? 
of conddering how much more efïèdually the purpofèr 
of Chriftianity (eem^ to be an(wer'd upon the orthodox; 
than upon the Sochnan, or Arian Scheme \ in that it heigh- 
tens the love of God in the Redemption of Mahkindi 
and beft agrees with the (èveral paflàges of Scripture rc^ 
lating to it$ in that it is more fâtisfàâory to our guil^> 
ty fears of punifhment for our fins, lays a furer and 
more certain foundation of hope of pardon and eternal. 
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h£^ and raiiês a gceaccr abbocicnce of the gpilc oT Sin, 

which could 00c bcfemiaedwithooc the payment c^ fiicb 

an inellimable price by «ay of (âm^â^Hofi ; I Êy attthdê 

pucpofês are choughc by many great and good mcOy to 

be more effixhully anfwered, ^ (iqipofif^ die ttvim 

nature u ^&^ bç ferfitÊfdlynautàA 

foc d^ woiii of OIK Kri&i^pCMi^ dnii if oar M^fU 

dcMMT wcte oidy a akk Oxuftw',. 

and exalted. But* as I was wiUii^ ic 

if pofibfcy'.diak nuy be liaMç to be di^rated, Icboïê 

QUEhe(;tt»|iiU«h6ça9(êBpon die fing^ point of wr^ 

agund vfaicb, I dbînlE, cbere caoDOC kc any Ba^xoable 

obiffffimi 

I didno ^inr rnd id have detained dbeKicadcranyloqga 
KOBi'aoaore oic^ and cnienainii^ pn&cnxmccy fane I 
find my ^obliged to take notice of a ^^^K5of the 
yiaocauy ^ Enof éfignei^ wbeceu die Andnr voob^be 
4iocig^ to diiown the Scheme which he advanoed in dut 
difixwÊ. HeCàys in Thisde^nce (which indeed I neva 
6.W till aficr I had printed off my oblations nponhis 
Pilcaiu&) />. 7. Tiaf k'OêsweilmdefigigrtbeÊgii, thâ 
41 fins tf Ernr, except tUfi vjbieb mmeéath nUte ft 
p^ce, are aaUamdU; and he introduces 

Biiliap of &nMK challeogiog the learned and 
ihop of Oxford, to name erne firioas /Suibar who has laid 
down any fiich pofition: a challenge not to be accepted 

without 
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without mahifèft di(àdvantage to the per{ôn who accepts it t 
for, had tiuenty writers inftead of oitt been rtamed, not one 
of them, perhaps, would have been allowed the ànriCïtt 
of a ferious writer. And as to the above cited àeâara- 
tùmy of his Lord(hip*s Brmdi by the help of one iingle word, 
properly placed^ (I will not ùy withdcfign) the JefenJar tniy 
ûill maintain the opinion, with which be is charged» tho' tic 
fiemJF here to have given it up. The charge againd this writer 
is, that he aflerts the innocency of merely fpeculathe Errors, 
foch Errors as have m cormeBum lâth pra&iâe. In anfwei: 
to it, hefiys, it was not his thought, that all forts of Ër- 
for, except tbofe nvhicb Iuuediatlly relate to frat^cé 
are unhlamMe, Thus by changing the (late of the que- 
ftion he may, as f^ as I can tell, oiity have concealed his 
opinion, inftead of declaring it. An mfiuence, and an 
immeiRate influence, are not equivalent ezpreflions. A 
Dodrine may relate to prMice, tho' not immediately^ 
it may have comeBkn nvith praBice, tho' a more dijlant 
and remote one 5 conlequently This writer may be of the 
opinion, that all Errors are hmocent, except thole which 
fome way or other have a relation to praBic/e, tho* he. 
does not maintain the itinocency of all (ûch jErrprs as. 
do not immediately relate to it. The general opinion; 
V therefore with which he is charged, he is ftill at full 
E' liberty to hold without any contradiiStion to the decla- 
catienj which he has (hot rfi^de in his defence. But lee 
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"his real meaning be what it will, the puhM is no further 
concerned with a man's opinions, than to take them 
frotn the common and u(ùal acceptation ofhis expreflions. 
If a writer exptejes one thing, and means another^ the 
the *world is not in huXt for mifunder/landing him, but 
he fox writing' before he is capable of conveying his 
meaning intelligibly^ and the Errors, into which he 
may be the occadon of leading ignorant or carelefi read' 
crs, are no lefs dangerous than '^ they were his anxm 
real fentiments. This writer, in the above mentioned 
^i^ourle, has frequently aflcrted, in the mod expre(s terms 
imaginable, that Errors meerly fpeculathe, or confimi 
to the m'md, which elfwhere he calls notions, in oppodtion to 
iiich as have an mfiuence upon fra&ice, are, and muft be/Mw- 
eent. This general pofition he has over and over again laid 
down, and afllgned rcafons in fiipport of it. Truths JU* 
culathe and fraUical, he (êts in oppofition to one another*, but 
this ajMlion is wholly deftroyed, in refped to the mnoceKj 
or ffti/t of fuch Errors, if the nmocency, or ^mlt of them be 
owing ixihoîïy to fomcthing elfe, without any regard at all 
to their fpeculathe, or pra&ical nature. And after an opini- 
on fo plainly exprefTcd, ihall it be a fufEcicnt vin- 
dication of himfe/f, .or {atisfadion to the 'worJJ, that ht 
has in the fame difcourfe laid down contrary poficions» 
I am fenfible, he has advanced contradiSoty opinions; 
whether ignorantly or dejignediy^ it is impoiTibie for me tl 
determine j however. This hiconjijlency docs not hinder 

die 
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the propagation of a heloved Scheiue, but only fêrvcs for 
an e-vafive defence y whenever it is attacked. This, I (ây, 
has been the conduct oÇ fame writers, when they wanted 
to guard a no^el or dangerous opinion againft publick 
cenHire. As to 7his writer, if he pleaies, he (hall be 
allowed to plead ignorance, but then he mufl: be contented 
to take the difgrace that uHially attends it, and not at*, 
tempt to throw it upon tho(ê who underftand his writ- 
ings according to the known and (ettled acceptation and 
conftru6tion of words. He has plainly expreifed an 
opinion> which he does not heiiefuCy or does not care to 
011;» : the puhlick, not excepting ^me of his particular 
admirers, did, and do fiill underftand him in the fame 
iea&, which I apprehended to be his meaning, after 
the molt careful and impardal perufal of his book : the 
notions contained in it appeared to me to bè of a very 
deltrudtive tendency : I have iêrioufty examined, and I 
hopefully confuted them: if after all, the publick has 
miftaken his meaning, I can only fày, either he could 
not exprels himfelf intelligibly, or they want common 
apprehenflon. 

But if thefê writers do really mean no more, than that 
all rnnjoluntary Errors are mblamahle, that a man cannot 
be ptmfied for what he cannot help^ any more than a 
fione is accountable for not having a power of felf-mo- 
tkn, is there any dilcovery in all This } Is it for This only 

that they are celebrate^ extolled, rewarded ? that their 

performances 
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performances are fo induftrioufly recommended and cir- 
culated by the party ? Is it for the denial of any thing 
like Tffis that they are (b angry with thofe, who are cal- 
led the Orthodox Clergy, that is^ the Body of the Clergy of 
the 0nirch of England^. In our turns we have a right to 
call va^on them to name die Authors of any credit and 
reputation among us, who have averted, chat Btrt-* 
ticks or Schifmaticks, tho' they have ufed all foffihle means 
of information, may juftly be pmfied. In wSptCt to 
their future condition, we only fây, they have not a 
f«gk to That particular de^ee of happinefs which is promifod 
in the Gofpl, becaufe lèasy do not perform the eetu&tkm 
upon which it is promit, and becaufe they can daim 

3 Title to it oidy from an exprefs promfe. Not to confer 
a favour, does not come under the proper notion dF 
fumfiment, unle^ there be a cLum of ri^t to that favoor» 
and then it ceafes to be a favour, \Ç, for reafbns of wi^ 
dom and government, God thinks it fit to infliâ: any froii 
upon his Crearares, which he had a ri^t to inflict ; or, if 
he deprives them of any Good, or with-holds it from thcm^ 
when they could not claim any ri^t to it, he does not 
pmijb them, btu only refùfès to ^ant them certain 
benefits, which are a£b of Bounty, So likewifê, with 
regard to the lanus of the land, they are not punified for 
disbelieving any of the eflahlijbed dodrincs, or for fepa» 
rating thcmfelvcs firom the efiahlijbed *worJhip, but only 

excluded from certain privileges, which the Gml 

Maffjhrate 
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Magifirate has the difcrethnary di^olal of: for we ap- 
prehend, the Legiflature does no injury to any SuhjeUs 
by depriving them of privil^es, which it has a right 
to give, or to with-hold, according to difcretion ; and 
which it is in duty obliged to give, or with-hold, accord- 
ing as the ends of Government fhall (eem to require. 

That I may not be mi(ùnderfl:ood, in any thing of 
moment I would explain a paflage in the 40/^ p. of 
this diicourie. The words are thefe: 

Yet fuch duties (podtive duties) may, notwithftand- 

ing, be (aid to be Ie(s excellent than the moral duties> 
which are grounded upon a cenain order, or Reîu' 

** tion of things fixed originally at the Creation of the 

*' world, never to be altered till the end of it. '* I 

do not mean to aflert, that the eternal Reafins of things, 

and the obligations arifing from them, depend upon 

the arhitrary will of God, who determined them at the 

Creation : my meaning is only This, that the fuhjeSl mat' 

ter of them then commenced. As for inftance ; Tempe^ 

ranee and Chafiity are duties, on account of a certain Ftt- 

neft, arifing fi'om the natural and neceffary tendency of 

tho^ actions, yet the nature of man, upon which their 

Fttnefs is grounded, commenced at his Creation, and mud 

cea(ê at the end of the world, when our nature (hall be 

changed. 

Temple-Bar y Aprils 5 th. 
1728. 

W^. Webster 
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BOOK I. 




H E Church was enjoying the fruits of that glo- 
rious peace, which Conftantine, both by his 
converfion, and the viftories which he had lately 
gained over the tyrants her perfecutors, had 
procured for her, when flie found herfelf more 
fiercely attacked than ever by the revolt of one 
of her Sons, who raifed a civil war againft her, 
much more terribly than the foreign war from 
which Ihe had been lately delivered. 
(a) The unhappy author of it was one Alius, \vho was an African, 
of the part of Lybia bordering upon Egypt ; which may well be faid 
to be more fruitful of monfters than all the reft of Airica befides, 

■ (a) Epiph. h*r. €9. Dr. Ctve, fnm Fbetius flpifl. ad Mith. fiulg. J.4.) /a//. 
It vai tat AltxMmJriMm, ibt fen «f Ammtmim, Vat. IL f , 40. Jm TlUcin. f*yu J« 
ncl'jf pu trouver. Hijf.Hîrf.îfHi. VI. P. Il, f.i. 
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hiving already produced the heretick (t) Sabellias. Anns was a nùm of 
wh and learnings with a great ftock of pride aiid ambidon^ wMch not 
^ ^* being able to fatisfy in his own province, he quitted it fat Alexandria, 
3^^' looking upon that as a place where he (honld have an opportonity 
to make known his merit, and ndfefaimielf at length to the greateft 
dignities in the Church. 

At that time (c) Peter, who foon after, in the perfecution of 
Maximin, received the crown of martyrdom, governed the (d) Patri- 
archal church of that great city, which began then to be difturbed by the 
fchifm of (e) Melitius Biihop of Sycopolis, in the country of Thebais ; 
(/) who, having been conviâed of lèverai crimes, particulaxfy of 
denying the Faith, and facrificing to Idols, was depofdd by a ooundi 
aflembled for that purpofe by the Patriarch, But very far from i?e- 
penting of his faults, and fubmitting to that fentence, (g) he caufed 
a fchifm in Egypt, and endeavoured to get himfelf acknowledged for 
their lawful Paftor, by boldly difpofing of the offices and dignities of 
the Church, and by exercifing thofe funâions which belonged only to 
the Patriarch, there being many that became his followers, becauie 
they had much greater hopes from him than their good Bifhop, who 
minded nothing fo much as the fervive of God. Arius thought this 
a very good opportunity of advancing himfelf prefently, by going over 
to him who was in want of followers to flrengthen his new formed 
party. But whether it was that Melitius would not then truft to 
one ib newly come over to him, and with whom he was not fnffidently 
acquainted, or that the great number of his old friends, whom hewn 
obliged to reward, would not allow him to have regard to a 




(b) Tbh heretick, Vfbo lived ahùni the m'nUie of #1^ third cetHmft fMtmd 
and Noetus of Smyrna, wbefe difciple be v;as fnpfofed te bave hem. ^ey e^mieà tb 
Trinity to be only three names^ or nominal diftinilions of one and the fame hjpêfimft^ aU 
that Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, ^^ere the fame ferfon in difirent eef^Bs I hmtimt 
fuppofed them to be of three different natnres. There vas abcnt fifty Têétwt ffm€€ liMMi 
Sahellins and Arias» Tillemonc, (iktd>) (c) Eufeb. Hift. lio. 8. c. i{. L f.cf. 

(d) The term Patriarch, and feveral others^ did not oltain till long after th 
time of vihicb my anther stow writes ', bnt hein^ generally ufed by him amd o» «01 
writers, I have retained them, exceft the word Pope, which I have all al^eag fnffefelj 
omitted for feveral reafoms, and infiead thereof fnbfiitwted the anctemt t^m Biihoph 

(e) Maimhonrg writes the fécond fyllable ef this <»ord wttb an^lhstt Dufise^ ^^4 athersi 
with an I, from the greek word Mf AinO-, which Ï have therefore followed. For an Accomt 
of himjite Tillemont, S. Pierre d'Alex. Tom.V, p.7. §, 9. (f) Ath^nai'. Apol. ». Socr. 
i. I . €. 3 . Soi. 1. 1 . c. 14. (g) This happened abont tefioring thofe who bad Upfed^ ^li 
Melitius oppofed, the' he himfelf apervutrds fell from the Fsiib* Cave» VH. JLf.^ 

«to 
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who but juft then appeared amongft them ; however, it is very certain, 
that Arius not being looked upon as he expeâed, quitted riie fchif- 
maticks, and came and threw himfelf into the hands of the good Patri- 
arch, who received him very kindly, and fome time after ordained him 
Deacon, to give him an opportunity of employing the excellent talents 
and capacity of which he perceived him to be mafter. 

He continued not long in that ftate ; for finding the party of the 
rebels to grow daily ftronger, and that Melitius, who was very glad 
to regain one who might be fo uieful to him, gave demonftrations of 
the efleem which he had for him, his fickle and ambitious difpofition 
plunged him again into the ichifin deeper than even The Patriarch, 
enraged at this aâion, which occafioned much fcandal, excommunicated 
him after a publick maoner, as one that had fallen again into his errors, 
and would never receive the hypocrite again into the Church, notwith- 
(landing all the entreaties that were made in his behalf, and though he 
pretended to repent a few<lay« after. For the great good man, having 
an extraordinary infigbt into thiags, fooa difoovered the villany of 
that wicked wretch, who, in concert with Melitius, defired to be ad- 
mitted again to communion wiCh the Patri^ch, in oixler to betray 
him. It is alfb &id, Hhat tfaeK happened a circumftanee, which we 
ihould not give credit to, had it hot been reported from the mouth 
of a man of fo great holinefs, and as he was juft going to be (h) mar« 
tyred. Achillas and Alexander, two £imous Priefts of Alexandria, 
intreating him ^«rnefUy in behalf of Arius, whom they thought fin- 
cerely to have returned to them, the good man with a great figh re- 
plied : " Think not, my brethren, that the fteadinefs that you ob- 
** fcrve in me, is the eflfed of a rigour that is deaf to that compaffion 
which we ought to have for penitent finners : I, who am fenfible 
of my oxm infirmities, and am a (inner like others, have need of 
*^ pity myfelfj but being înfbuâed by him who knoweth the hearts 
*^ of men, lean never confent to pardon a tray tor, who only comes 
** to us now to deceive us with his hypocrify, that he may the better 
** deflroy us hereafter by his impiety, which is openly declared againft 
y CHRIST y ESVS. Yes, it is CHRIST JESUS himfelf, (added 

: (h) Ad. Martyr. S. Petri Alcxandr. A.V. jio. But T>i/fm Mpd Cave pian It m the 
XêOf inland the ftfmn fajt^ that the aBi from wkUb ibis ftery h ^mttd^ do mot 
affte vjith the €ccJefiaftlçal liiflory of that time , apid therefore ottfbt not to be much 
credited^ Vol. II. p. 15. if j^rf Tflicmont mho agrees vtUb tbem, Ab/Jsttely denies their 
ÀMtberity, Tom. V. P. III. f • 1. • ^ / 
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"^ ze; who fiievîzg !se nds aignr by che fpixk his f cAm e xcsc £raoi 
"^ riie zrjc zo zzc bccroc, rold =e diac ic vas Ari:is diat had done it^ 
" vr^sn-nç ::zc Zùbc rtrj careûil ot yiekiiiig co eke cDOeinestfaK 
'^ y oizjd oe — arir so rrierne nrit cay ni hrhaif of his enemy ; cefiSng 
^ rx mnuLl, zikSLZ I was abooc ro receive the crow:: of jaaiy i d om ; chat 
" T?:r; ircTiIii bcch fizcceed cie in the care of this Cbnrch one M&a 
^ the cctjct ,' azc rhar I ihotûa charge you from hixr, as I oow do, by 
the aurhoritv wW.cxi he has given œc, never to receive mto cbe<3nixch 
rhar rravror wtoo: I have nc!ndfd> and who only U ci lres to be ad- 
rsLxntd into it again :o ce^oy it. Theiê were the liA cnmnund a 
'^ of the holy Patriarch, who the day fbUowiag fisakd them with a 
** glorious ^ij irartyrdor::. 

I îcxw very we^, that we are noc always obliged to bciicve iatk 
arraordinary things of this nature which we idbally call viiians^ parti- 
cuiarly when they are noc attefied by fome noted author, wfaoiib nane 
Is fuScient ta make them pafs for anrhmrick. Bat at the fame dme» 
I a:n noc ignorant , that an HijixiTian, leaving people the liberty to 
believe what they will, canaot, without too much nicenefs, and even 
£>me fort ci malice, inpprefi tho£: things that have been receivedftr 
fo nuuiy ages, by fbch as we cannot accuse of weakne&, witfaoot hazaid- 
icg our own reputation. But whether or no the holy Biihop Ie& cheib 
fomir.ands when he was going to be martyred, as (k) probably he did ; it 
is ccn^in they were very ill obierved, aind thtf the confequenoe proved 
them to be but too true, to the great determent of the Qundi : For 
they foiisd by wo^ experience, that there is nothing that (faeoiiglitta 
be rr.ore apprehenfive of, than an enemy feemingly rrconafcd, aoi 
hid in her boiom, under the falfe appearance of firiendfiiip. 

Tho' the choice of Achillas verified one part of die holy Martyr's 
prediôioa; yet this new Patriarch had little regard to the other, whidr 
was of much more importance for the publick welfure. Whedier it 
was, that he was won himfelf by the flatteries and feigned procefiaooos 
of Arius, who was very skilful in thoie particulars, or that he hoped 
to win him over by mildnefs and kindnefs, or that he tfaot^hc to vei 
the followers of Melitius, by taking fo ingenious a man from omm^ 
then: ; or, in (hort, that he a&éted to proceed after another method dtfS 
his predeceilbr had done, (which is an ufual weakneis in thofe dut 
fucceed to great offices) to (hew that be hadadiâerent infight into afidn^ 

(i) jffCaiBe Vol. JKp.41.. (k^ Slrt arff i «fcwj a^ 
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and a better notion of them : Whatever was the motive^ he admitted 
Alius to communion with him^ and without giving himfelf time to make 
tryal of his conftancy, who had already dcferted his party twicej (/) he 
raifed him to the higheft dignity in the Churchy next to that of a Bi(hop ; 
not only (m) ordaining him Prieft, but committing to his care one of the 
principal churches of Alexandria, being one of thofe called (») Laurus, 
which even at that time was what our parilh-churches are now : Befides^ 
being a man of learning, of a graceful appearance, and eloquent, he 
made him (o) profeflbr of Divinity in his cathedral church. 
N^ius foon gained abundance of reputation in the exercife of his 
minifterial funâiqn, and put himfelf in a fair way of being elèâed 
Patriarch in the room of Achillas, who held the patriarchal chair but 
a very little while. He afpired with great eagemefs to this high 
dignity, which alone was fufficient to fatisfy his ambition, and he was 
not without hopes of fucceeding, by means of the intereft and friends 
which he had gained. But he was deceived in his expeâation ; for 
the capacity,, merit, great fervice, long experience, and holy life of 
Alexander, eafily. prevailed over his artifices and intrigues. Thus the 
prediâion of the good Patriarch Peter was accomplifl^ed in this par- 
ticular, and (f) Alexander was placed in the patriarchal chair ; upon 
which Arius conceived a furious enmity againft him : (q) But the new 
Patriarch endeavoured, to overcome it. by favours and preferments, 
^ving him all imaginable demonflradons o£ his efteem and friendihip, . 
and railing him fo high, that he, without difpute> (r) held the firib 
place in Alexaodria next to his Bifliop. 

^ut the envy that proceeds from ambition, is a wild beaft, which 
ti(enefits can never tame ; they being ib many marks of that greatnefs, 
which is already infjippc^rtable in him that beftows them, only add 
to the uneafinefs of that furious paffion; and at the fame time afford' 
it more power to ipread its venoai, and to do mifchief. Thus Arius^, 
now become greater and more confiderable by the honours he daily 

(1) Sozom. 1. 1 . c. f4» (in) But Tillcmont, Tom. VI. P. II. Ç. t. fdys, tbat^. 

h99mly received bim uthe VUconsie, and ibdt it was Alexander tbat ordaimed bim Triefi. 
(ti) Epiph. hair. ^9. Tillemont andC^^e call it Baucalis. (p) Thcodor. 1. i. c. ». 
«nb« ?rencb is Profcffcur de faintes lettres, ou Théologal. Tfllemont (iWO ^d Cave - 
CP- 4*-) fayt^bêhad the Catecbetick Scboel ; hut tbis latter fuffefes him to he placed.- 
time hy Acbillas. (p) Theodor. ibid. According te Jeioin^ A, D. 31 1 . otbirs/ay 

315. Dupia V<rf. IL p. Z7' BntTiWemont fayt, very likify A.D. jii.Tom. VI. and P. 5. 
Ibtej^funla Axjeiif. (q) SoxoiiuKi.c.15, (r) CeUf».Cixic.-l. x.c. 1. 

received.^ 
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received from tbc Patnarch, rcfolvcd ro "^aik g ufe fl£ tbeot id Uai do» 
ftrucdon ; but percriviog h ira to be osr oi the reach of rahiiw iy, be- 
cau& of the intcgrinr of fais lite, be daniuiaed iD TTk hbaia ki 
doctrine, and to ruin his rrrnnaon by Uiiiig u^ ««i uukj tke fif^ 
picionof heref}-. Toacomplifc this, he bsagined be 
great difficJry ; becaufe w-;± a great âock oa vO 
uhich he v.as ria£er of, aadirhich was ar dhar 
he ivas admirablv veil skiîled is toe » inbdkks of Aziftocle, and it 

m 

art of confounding peofde by di^nxatioQS and kçial nnns, «iack ik 
primitive ChriËians «m rery ikrle acqminted «îrii. ^ For pTTing tfag 
his defign in eiecntioQ, an oocauoc: ofierod in the foOowiiig ««■—■rr : (k) 
An iciverial peace beir^ enahliflied in the Qumfa, the Batiindi 
Alexander took great care to infmd his Ckx|^ faisxiêlf, «hadk dang 
toe perlecutioD cooki zoi be afimbled vitfa £> smcfa fi^eedom : TotUs 
purpose he hdd many pohlick conferences, in «rhîcb he cxplned to 
them vith abundance of skill and p e ifp i tuiiv the dMcf «tidei ef dtf 
coârine of the Qiarcfa. Tcy One day having affanbled r ^ y ^l if i ji 
the Priefts of Akaandiia, he began to dilconrfe in a r qy fwà^Si^ 
manner upon one of the moft coirikiend>Ie n^yfteries of the f^iiw*M 
religion, (%) (hevicg that the Umtj of the Gtihad ibbfîAed i » iBiîft| y 
in ^TrinzT) of perlons, vcrydiSinô from oce another, tlio*tfaef1iad 
but one and the ùrrjt Elfm:€. Aries tboogfat he could not faaiv ateoie 
favourable oppom:ni:\- of artackiEg his bHhop vhh adranti^; be- 
caufc ever.- cr-e abi:crTed the herefy of (jr) SabeUios, who abott (t) 
fixry year^ l>çlort: had zz.t coc£dence to aiTert, that tbcre «as hoc 
one Ptrjtu in G O D under dificrcnt Names^ according to ihcir dif- 
ferent opcratjocs ; tix. rlTerefcre be iirmediatcly rofc op bcfin dre 
ivhoJe aiKrr b:y, and declared, that what was tbcn advanced, wasdr 
€}pin\on<A '-y Stixrllins, diigu : fed on der other words; axxithataOv? 
<oi E{j<r^€ tjjj.i not be nuntalned without confbocdiDg the^^riia 




^'7 :r« rî/T/rc» Zutj , fr ri /$7s7, And ctrtt mi È^.rt pvetemded, <f « i f nf jp^ ■■^«pw 
#r;/«r V* Cive.îV II. ;. 4^ ^jp^ Ztrryzin, Str*^. iJ.;. 85. (O S«flnu IrfTr -if 
^tj; V'^r, /. f . f. J. Vy T;::;s:or-: f4.»ti fcji f# Irjw hjf^tned -«rwtf lev in» 

:• J» «^ i*'' ^^ ^^€ /-^frtf, awd rat t'^^ àfiutt Ugên mftm ht Mitimg #£« ggni^i 

f^f tft in. rt. rxj T:ArAr.r, 1 1 c. i. (y) Seg NcU (b}. M Tih 

togetber*' 
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together : Thar the ^ living been begotten of the Ruber ^ as Alex- 
ander himfelf iaid, he muft needs alio have had his beginning from 
him ; whence, by phiiofophical arguments, he concluded, that he muft 
then neceflarily have depended on that from which he had his begin- 
ning, and that it was before him ; and fo confequently that the Son 
had not an Um^ of fubftance with the Father. So bold an aâion as this 
fiartled the adembly at firft, and foon after put them into confuGon ; 
for Arius being efteemed a man of learning, and of great knowledge in 
the Scripture, and feeming only to be defirous of oppofing the error 
of Sabellius, and reafbning widi a great deal of fubtilty upon fo nice 
nj^oinr,. which the reft (of the affembly) were not prepared to difpute 
\ipon, a great many took his part ; but a much greater number were for 
the Patriarch, and defended his doârine very warmly, as the moft ef- 
cmtial point of the ChrifUan religion. 

(h) Alexander, who ohferved them to be in a heat, thought it the 
iKfft way %ù redatm Arius and his followers rather by fair means, and 
by convincing them in a regular difpute, than to exafperate them by 
arrogant proceedings, and compelling them to fubmit to his authority 
jjnmediately. Accordingly he chofe out fome of the Priefts of each 
l^rty topropofe apd dafend the arguments on both (ides ; and he 
himfelf, with the chief of the Clergy, prefided as judges to decide the 
controverfy , at length,, by a folemn determination. Nay, to fliew how 
&ifly headed, the Patriarch, without taking any fide, feemed as if he 
was undetermined between the two opinions, by fometimes commending 
one, and fbnietimes the other, according as the difpute turned amongft 
the diQ)UtantS, who, as it ufually happens, looked upon it as a point of 
honour,, never to yield ^- no, not to truth itfelf, tho* never fo apparent. 

But the Patriarch foon found that condefcenfion, in cafes where 
Religion is concerned, not only weakens the party that has truth on 
its fide, but alfo adds ftrength and confidence to thofe which are in 
an error. For Arius was fb tranfported with the defire of viftory, 
and continued fo to run on in the mazes which the difpute had en- 
gaged him ta proceed, or rather wander in, as the confequence of his . 
firft blafphemy, which he endeavoured to defend ; that he came at 
length to fucti odd extremities, and advanced fuch fcandalous and de-> 
teflable propofitions, that he could no longer be heard by any one with- 
out their partaking of his bkfphemies. To maintain that the Son of 

(h) Sozom. I. I. tf. 14* 

^ GOD. 
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Alexander being very much furprized at the mifchievous confequen^ 
ces of this difpute, which he did not forefce, put an end to it, by 
pronouncing fentence in favour of thofe who maintained the Divinity 
and Eternity of the S O N of G O D, and forbad Arius to teach, 
pr even hold fo wicked an opinion, which deftroyed the very foun- 
dation of the Chriftian religion. Arius perceiving that by gaining a 
little time, he might bring over fuch a confiderable number to his 
party, as might make him not eafily to be refifted by the Patriarch, 
thought it the beft way to diflemble, that he might have an oppor- 
tunity of playing "his engines with the greater advantage, as accord- 
ingly he did. He began with thofe who declared themfelves for him 
in the conference, whom he eafily fecured to his party, by telfmg 
them that they were obliged to it in honour. He alfo gained two of 
the three moft confiderable Priefts, that had the government of the 
parilhcs of Alexandria, who themfelves began to preach other errors, 
"namely, Carpones and Sarm'ate^, who, finding that they had not 
intereft or followers enough to fét themfelves up for heads of a party, 
chofe rather to acknowledge Arius as fuch. (/) As for the third of 
thefe, CoUuthus, he was for forming an herely himfelf ; but not 
haying wit or cunning enough for fuch a purpofe, it was foon extin- 
gui(hed. ' ' 

AriuS ftill going on with" his enterprize, foon found himfelf 
ftrehgthened by near twenty of the Clerçy, from amorigft thofe 
who valued themfelves moft for their wit and learning; together with 
two famous Bifhops , (g) Secundus of Ptolemais in the country of 
Pantapolis, and Theonas of Marmorica in Lybia* Upon this he 
thought he might aft a Kftfemore openly, and make ufe of all the 
advantages he was matter of, by aîrt and nature to gain the people ; 
for it is certain he 'had a great many talents, which rendered him 
Mpable of nicely infinuating himfelf into their good opinion and 
«flfeâîons. (h) He was a man tali of ftature, and of a very be- 
coming makie, grave and férîoùs in his carriage, with a certain air of 
feverity in his looks, which made him paft for a man of great vertiie 
and aufterity of life. Yet this feverity did not difeourage thofe that 
accofted him, becaufe it was ibfcned by an extraordinary delicacy 
in his features^ that gave a luftre to bis whole peribn , and had 

■■'•■:■■■■ • .. . 

(f) Epiph. hxT. 69. (g) Socr. 1. 1. c. 3. (b) Epiph, ibid. JeeTillcmout 

^fm^ VI. i\ II. 1. r. 
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fomethii^ in it fi> tweet and engnging, as «ms aoc eafiljF fa be lefifted. 
His garb was very modeft, but withatt very aott, aad fiicfa as wac 
iifually worn by thofe who were men of qtudity as well as '^^n^li^ 
His manner of receiving people was very ootffteous and very obKgii^ 
by his agreeable way of entertaining thofe who came to him upoo 
any occafion : In fliort^ notwithftanding his nûghty fênoalheis, and 
the feverity and ftriânefs of his mien, he pcrfeôly well underfliood 
how to footh and flatter, with all imaginable wit and addrcis, thofe 
whom he had a mind to bring over to his opinioii, and engage in 
his party. Arius being fuch a one as I have been defcribing, and 
thinking himfelf fufficiently ftrengtfaened to a& more openly, (i) he 
began to preach his doârine in the chuidi to which he beloiigedi 
where it was immediately received as £rom an oracle by thole due 
heard him. He held private conferences about x:, and fpread it in 
company, very artfully contriving to biing it into difiDouxib» and 
going from houfe to houfe to gain over the chief of tim dty, e%e- 
cialiy fuch women as pretended to piety, over whom he obcaiia^d aa 
extraordinary power, by means of his devout and infiaead^g ifipear- 
ance : At length, he made fuch a pragrefs by his inorigue^ ^^ he 
feduced, amongft the refl, (even hundred (k) virgins, yming wonei 
that profefled virginity, and had dedicated themfelves to id^'on 
in Alexandria, who put themfelves czider his dîreâiooSi aF»A em- 
braced his errors with fi> noch obinaacy, that they coiddaevcrfae 
brought back, Boewithtrarrding all the anthority and thxcamîi^das 
were made u£e of to reclaim them. 

AQ this cooki not happen without a great deal of ncnfe, by «hich 
the Patiiarch was awalômed out of the deep fleqp he hid fiiftnd 
hinrfiHf ro be thrown into^ by an excels of his own namral goodnei% 
and by the cunning and pretended fubmiffion of Arius» who ooiv 
endea^'oured to deceive him. He theiefjre fent for him 9 ^n^ after 
having charitably (hewn inm his £iult, and mildly charged hmwidi 
hirdifobediencc, and the fcandal which he brought upon the f>T m^ 
by his unheard-of blafphcmies againfl the JPerfon of J ESI7S 
CHRIST, which ought to be had in reverence, (/) he comaandcd 



(/) Tr^rAu. lib. f . c. 1: ({^ EpipiL HàU But teiifiemr rmfnesUey jW-lfc' 
U0Jer témfléàwt ^ lei Umg f^taiwti èj mmwj pmgg wêîmtm^ jtt Ufpgdks ^iEtm «9 
MS m f m Mil mimht^y m$ âiffum fnm tU W0rd ifdym^ TiUcBk iM. f . ^ H) Aià 
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him to nmfit }vs ppîpiws : 9at jA4ps being lifted ,)ip iby his Igte 
Victories, fm4 lookiqg wp<Hi:himfelf asftrong «oough, x^9t only to 
nuikeg dofi^oQe, »tnit isv^pio attack his a4verf^ies ^ he jiK>14]y au« 
f«Fered the P^ttiarchj th<it what he hgd taught, was theTiiith, en-* 
tirely pure and orthodox; and that it w^s he who ought toreç^t, 
and abjure the herefy of ^helUuSj with which he h^ corrupted his 
people. Upon this^ Atea^aqder pen^iying that ii)iU remedies ferved 
only to encreafe fo ^great an Qvil ; mA (hat he omft.ha¥e recouife to 
Ibroager medidoes , {m) a4i»|bl«d a C^qdl in Alc^odri^ pf an 
hundred Bifliops» of the provinces pf -JE^gypt and Lybia ; in whicjh» 
after a very exaâ rxan^nation of the «natter, the impious dpârine 
of Arius was conden^ned, and he bMi^elf, all^dopg jpbftinately refufing 
to retqaâ his errors, fokavily^cypsQ^. from the jPrieflhwd, excom* 
BMviica&ed 4ml driven .ont ef the chinch -1^4 oiry, with all thofe 
that were id kis party, (n) 

Thks, to lay the tni^, wgs a thunder-clap whû;hiUnJed him, bat 
4id not e^ hm idown. (o) For.AlepuvlKÎabemg at that time <me 
of the gf^tcftr^ind moft p<q;>ul(^ cîôfs ^f ^ Baft, he i&nuid no 
great .fd^Scn^ty jo^^rniof»! Mm^lf there,, and both by himfdf and 
tus (ftdkM^^ers Sf>éhxvi.^S9iaifà^ y^Ufià were fo jwQh the moredange* 
jgoMS-j biwu»fcj|« baling JH^llc^^ 

the kis^apfiblo ^. beiqg«ppqfed : -^XSo that by thi&mçans, he, in.a 
verylÂI^Mne^-fffii««d ç^vpçriWQie.prqfelytes, ^an :he J>ad done by 
hisopQO.cQf^ên$^fUKifffmWf ;r<(f):^e {^^ «heir be- 

Ulgct^e to idCMmiÂneipi&Jthe.^nef^^^ -.-çifjrf^lfllpfeaby thçir.own judg- 
iMBt, iUtodgRd«tiM»4tahe:^Bf»s 4p the -right ;pthexs joined tbemfeives 
to ,him out .pf .vçiext Jo9rej^5(}0¥Qlty, which &ems. fo charming to 
the çgcneralinr -pf flMn^iad. ii|?hf»e:;Wre,«Vfçn feme, who beiijg 
veKd th^ bis 4ti^fP^f^fi^^fo%^^^ 
^n,mitr^'4eFft:viK^: fflcUnacîçn i)£;h*TiRg^hat is .ferbidden : Jn 

.{mJTéllem^mtfsjj this wat^n^U juif i\f^ M^A¥fi V'^ rftiUbaiffffift %ttm- 
ntmnicatBdifim m Mn àfmhly ^ùf bit Cttrgy^ iùtf^.VL P. II. f. I. MmdVfotei. /ttfUi 
iMMOf i'Jooot. JAi^itipi{ihJiM. . <ii)Hn« ^ijim'mg^-M^m may be 'déîHf^ 

yMf 315. (n) U 0fàitfèhMj mHhlt t$mtcii, that Arms Utng M$iii'wh^ ibi 
f9vd^.QodÇ€mlé.^M*iKAéKiha>^ kLSf^li*^ 

C 2 fliort. 



12 



g tr e ii e l part hmrie of his rmrtv, rsond, is k ofixB h^ 

BlSc ccc:ra5?c, wh:di tfrej irr wocc to here for xsicn of 

i5 rr.ôch feirïîkç, arc f?r ecdcÊiêical pcrtbcs ct 



i5 rr.ôch feine:^, arc r?r ecdcEafecal pcrttars ct tica exnaordiBsiy 
rr^r.r, irhich ' rr-ry rrsrtzd arc nr »Tiâîr rcrtecaced, bcdafff tfaor 
»CT-riîr!e5 nrç c-irleaiV.: ar rii^ir bcizg =cr* izow^r^ »rc i sgcu iccy 



a-ccr, arc r? irreiigrrcn rre^c.-es aç 



azai 
were pjç- 




be- 



îT-r:-:-?, ir wi> rfc:i£r» rr* crsis? i':*-^ B ""hxrs *J2 his ceicDce, and 
r: ri!r ^-- rric-iirr ct fr— e cf rrci"; who hxc — œrcdfc sr coart, 
arc wtrr? ahl-- r? rrrci; rr- Pitrjirch. For rr.s g u rp c ife he fc: 
izT.t ct tre =-j:r izîctj^cs rf n» rartv t? tre ::e:g^bogrtag BilluiK: 



c^rfct: m t*? tre ic^or ct S 



I ■ • ■ 



LtS 



icirç, thacil 



fee fc: 

CTtidi, ia 

f _,_n_| 

QtBl 



:t r? be !:::=£ arc rrfrodoT. he h^rrbîy :rcresr-d dtec: oprascrfem 
ag^"~^ the ri :>rce it Alexarcer : aac, that if cicy tbazsd any dung 
kx it that xa5 rec-£irT r: he retradec, he was tctv rcsir toLean 
frocr the-r, whatever thcv thocshc rr?c er to teach hHg» aaium i- 
•r^a—vrstv rf ihch irrrcrtazce. :' Bvthis he hsn:eiiiazeivsazixd 
the tiv jcr :f a stîar rrarr Biiccs, woo ciicerzed sec tbe po^fiaate 
lav cCTxealet: rîLcer ±e fx-mir^ rrrcesarioc ct a. celeb rat ed t*^ ii 




.k ^^.^li^ te 



ear he ruKe ct a r 

>. Tzis rri:: TÎ5 EiiiebiTis, fiitroc or 
lescy diiinr-rîc f-rtc frnri-arnrs rcc very £l7cii 

-T-.— C - •__ t -J t -' .-_.- .- 
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Boc acEf 
efv wtfe in die dme 

• • ^^ 



Nxcirecia, mbo had it 
CO xa^TJknxBBf 



zoE tfaearbaif 
dimg, azsi.o 









^r :ccr li. : ;:. :. S« T.*^c3cnr. Tan. TI.5. ?:err»i 

:r, ^c::5Q ioia. (a} Aï 



(*) 



wtiA 
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which he made in^iety and religion indifferently fubfervient, ao 
cording ^s they feemed moft ufeful to his purpofe, and moft likely 
to produce the end propofed. He had found means to gain the good 
opinion of G>nfiantia, fifler to Conftantine the great^ and wife to 
Licinius ; and this Princefs, won by his ingenuity and agreeable be- 
haviour^ had taken care of his fortune, and introduced him at Court, 
which was what he very paffionately wilhed for ; and there foon offered 
a very favourable opportunity for one who, when his intereft was 
concerned, had no r^ard to confcience. Conftantia then ufually 
refided at Nicomedia, a very pleaiant city of Bithyma, (x) where 
Dioclefian had built a very magnificent p^ce, and which Licinius, j4. Dj 
who, at that time, poffeffed the Empire ^ of theEaft, had chofen for 3^8.. 
^e place of his refidence. Euftolius» Bifliop of this city, dying whilft 
the Court was there, Eufebius luckily happened to be then attending 
upon Conftantia, who would always have him near her perfon ; and 
he eafily prevailed with her to ufe her intereft and power to procure 
him to be eleâed, in the room of the deceafed ; for he thought nothing 
could be more advantageous to his fortune, than that dignity, which 
^tâiorded him an opporttmity of being admitted into a greater inti- 
macy with the Emperor. Conftantia feized with joy fo favourable 
'iâi oppoitunity of advancing her £ivourite; (he laboured for him 
very eatneftly, and found it not very difficult to fucceed ; for nobody 
-could then rdfufe her any thing, who was fifter to one of the mafters 
'Of the world, ' and wife to the other. Eufebius was at that time Bifliop 
of Berytus» t imall town of Phoenicia, by no means convenient 
-for the ^ieat defigns his ambition made him propofe to himfelf. The 
Canons allow not of fuch fort of tranflations from one Bifliop- 
Tick to another j without the authority of the Church, by the appro- 
bation and common confent of a number of Bifltops. But Eufebius, 
without flopping at fuch troublefome icruples as might have hindred 
rfie fuccefs of his aflfiairs , made na difficulty of tearing his firft 
cburch,and infblently taking poffeffion, by his own private authority, . 
of that of Nicomedia , by vertuc of an eleûion not authorized 
l>y lawful powers, (y) Nay, he did much more ; for in order to 
fecure his fortune^ he made no Icruple of facrificing his honour and 
^Donfdencc to latisdF|r his ambition, by (x.) favouring fecrctly the party 

(jr) Socr. lib. I.e. I. (j) Sptad. Alexaad. MfsU Axhisuf. At^lJk. (^) Bfifi* 
Çpafc Nicom. 4|«4Tbcgdor. L 1. cm» ^ 
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ctf Liddios ipdnft the ChriftitfBS tfaesdebes, «boni chat tfWÊmt fo^ 
feoited, tnd agaitift^CoiiaiiitiiK coo, with whomlidnos» emetine 
ftiter, having made w ar, chereiti loft both the Empin aad -his life 
And as a crime that is attended with ibooels and impanity, c&an 
acquires ftrengch and boldne6 » proceed fnther» apoo a uu o tmi o£ 
its imaginary good fercone » £iifebius finding chat the ntonr ci 
his pfoceârefi removed all ob ft acles to his uuirpauon , onl p0> 
Tenml the pnniflimenc ttmt vms doe to ic, thooght (as 
îepr ôa ch e s him m Us circular letter) that hemight difpnirqfj 
eveiy thitig'at his pleafine, wiihout being o p po fed bf any 
Ane, bf his own conning, «nd «fae ùtmar of Gmftantia, he 
•fe eonfideiaUe at Coon, (a) and eten «rich Conftamme mSÊaét 
defeat of lidniQs, thattfaere^as haxdiy any thing he ooold «afar- 
tike, which he mi||fat inthopetofocceed in. 

It being tfans wvABmtAins et Court, Arias, dcher penaeifi^giÎB 
to entertain already 'fiMe&ntiments agreeable to his own» «ràipii^ 
eafily to prevail -with him eo receive his aodoos, in appofitiaa to ùt 
FÉtriarch, fer whtai, it was welllmown, he had no 
Jie conM tiot bear-a inperior, or that Eafisbius having 
4iim noriée K> -addrcû faûid^f to4iim. Whatever (liky) 
Motives, fae wrwe to him, eameftly bqggiag his 
«gainft the p e r fecw tRm that was lai&d againft tim, bocadblie da- 
fended theperibâ Unity ^ God, whole fiifaftanoe wws mMO^ 
wnd a Trinity tif pesfims, which, he find, £nae wcie fiv «aaifiMHifilg 
tn the fiune ^eftnce. (Enfehins having lb proper mi ^^'^^^n ^i^iij^ 
Tîfliinç^hirfrnrfmrtirt^ antl nf ifiOTing himfrlf ar rhr hrad af n fmm 
-fbl party, which "wonld 'blindly jiurfue his inceieft, miUSmg^f 4BBda^ 
^Uiék to protoâ Arins. He ient him word to oominne •aalblBae-in'àil 
defeite of the tiwch, tellii^ him that 'he would find fhufi iw^iu waM 
^vt^port'bini in ib poA annmieitakingi and that Jia««rid màtà 
Ills finroor to the fiifliops b[ Pdeftine, where*he had "^Hrurlflar*^ 
adfaainemce; e^poôally with Eufebios of Cidaraap 4vhD had afaptidlf 
togunaverypofêeidar'&îendihipwith him. 

In'ihe mean time, Alexander having been informad^of a||çfaadî( 
'MdetvwUeb Aiins-oooafioned'hy his cabals, in JJeaaadsim •ia-Egnb 
inThebteis,'vidLybiai he made fueh diluent £ttdiior. hua «Rtf 
vrhercj that he was at laft obliged to fly and make his elcape incoMD- 

ffin 
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êimt, MMMigft die <hki of h\$ Aîfiâfki^^ whfm hfi hd4 ^^PFloif(^4 ^^ 
Bieet there, (f) He was n^ £boaer iuffiv€i4) ttua by hisofe^ $1^4 his 
jEnends, who were feat aU abont^ he iinpk>ir^ the prqteâioQ of the Pi- 
fliops^thoie eipecially whom EufeUiM of Nkx»!^e4Î4 h^ 9^ve%Ay difpof- 
ed CO receive him i and fo gretc wa$ his fuççeiî^ thfii: in a little t^nc 
he gained over to his interefi (c) Ei^ebius qf ÇxOifefL^ I'atr^hikis of 
SythopoliSy PauUnus of Tyie^ and a great ni^ny other^^i ^bom the 
favour fof Eufebius of Nicooiadia had QQ \^ infl^en^d^t iJum ^^ 
ardfice and flattery of Ariu$ him&Ifj whp at laqgth praiented them 
a petition for leave to hold ailbnbties, and there p^jbdicjdy to te^ch 
liis doârine. (d) They hoiDg in the iai:ret with hWt having ^embled 
together all the Biihopa that they oould» gmpt^d JHHi (jn a ^rt pf 
Syaad) communioa with them, ami the kVfc nrhigh ]^4^fw^3 order- 
ing him neverthekis (as they had cfmaiDgly eoQCfC^e^ it ii^fth hiip) 
aodohis Btmoft to recondle himfelf to his^i^hop, ^m be laûght be 
.noeived ag«n inu> his favour» aiKl reftor^d p^ hîs chuivji. Upçn 
chi^ he wrote to his proteâor £ui!i^us» with a great de<il of info- 
knee» ^ving him an acooant of his oegoti^^p) tjpat aU the l^aAeni 
fiilhops faehl the fiime doftnoe that he taught, O) wA that £ar that 
Mafim Akxwder had exeammwiiGaced làm^ t^aJly with hiff^ 

ïbgr» tjiis was not all ; tor haviog fettled his party in PalefiipMe, 
lAeie they openly pMichad hi^ opîpiçAS^ he ipwwe himfelf to comit, 
m^ic Edebàaa was alseady gfown yery copfideiable, is oixler %o 
xooceit ineafiiMs with him, that they might psececd îarâtly together, . 
aafter £o àraonUe a beginning. Cuichius immediatdy intxodHCQd 
(faim to the dSsquQefsGrnflEaDoa, mpfao washer taCanâanmie, ^aiB^l < 
'ii/ak to ÏAnmuSj as a wry lexmosdinai^ xnan ; iahd the Iqr lûs4iy- - 
qiocnfy and flattery joomv fo avdl ibow to gain that I^inccfs, who • 
-was akeady rdi^cftd .4qr Eufehiits to reœîve liis ^soyfonons tenets; . 
xtfagt fee/n ndeiwaA iiisjdefeacc;, k)olanga that . of Truth it* 

j&lf unjiifiiy petCeouted : dBo that asttheiSerpent^'in ord^ to beguile 
yLdam,ifirft fidnocdJBae; Tthis aoeh-horetich, who (as &Ep^hamas* 
rùpfs) had file ftdxihy .ctf a ftspent, in .order /to impoib tqpon the 
>waarUl with the greater -eafe^ bqgaa l(fim^?the fii«te:]iianDQr fwithrcor'» 
ivi^tiiig 'the fidth of theififter lef ^his Prince .aqd.niafler. -And^^er* 
ilMdy^ askiisdmcftablifliGdi^^ aeetim- 

(») Sozooi. 1. 1. €• 14. SbfOdor* i.ci. &..5. .(O.&Ki; 1. jl. c.j. Su Catfe^ VoU H.: 

^ID Sozom. iM. (#) Epipb. flw. 69. 

&rved 
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^ fçrved only by the fame principles from which diey had didr bdng; 
fo has it always been feen, (by a diforder unfortunately regokr in 
evil) that the Hrft falfliood being brought into the world bjr m wo- 
man, it is feldom fupported in herefies, which are the coniequences 
of it, but by the afliftance of fome of that fex, and even of Princefe 
themfelves, who not having fufficient underftanding or capadty fer 
the difcovcring of error, yet have neverthelefs obfKnacy and pre- 
fumption moro than fufficient to fupport it. 

After fo fuccefsful a banning. Anus and Eufebius concluded, 
that they ought to oblige the Bifliops of their party to declare fer 
them as foon aspoiBble; however, ftill keepii^ fuch me afur c s ts 
' might caufe the appearance of right to be on their fide, and ime to 
juftify their conduâ to Omftantia. For this purpofe, they tlioi^ 
it proper for all the Bilhops to write in a refpe&ful mamer to ttie 
Patriarch Alexander, in behalf of Anus, that he would leftoie 
him, becaufe they judged his doôrine to be very found and oitho- 
dox. They alfo thought it proper for Anus and his difciplcs to 
write to the Patriarch at the fame time, humbly to b^ that fiivoor 
of him ; as they accordii^ly did, declaring to him their confeflkn 
of Faith, in which they acknowledged three fubftances in the 7rmQ\ 
that the Father was before the Son ; and that he had cseated hint 
before the beginning of ages, but after a difierent inaiuier from tk 
reft of created Beitigs^ (J) whom he infinitely furpafled, yet without à 
having communicated to him his own proper dTence. After this^ I 
they boldly told the Patriarch, but in refpeâful terms, that tfac f 
was the Faith which they received from their anceftors and fioo I 
- him hîmfèlf, and which they had heard him preach pubfiddyj befir I 
he was engaged in maintaining another doârine in <^>pofitioD o 
them. This ftratagem they thought very proper to peiplez Akt 
ander, and put him to a nonplus; for if he granted what thf 
demanded » they would then gain the viâory, and triomph ataai 
without having fought; if he rofufed it, befidesagxeat number <^ 
Bifliops whom he would have to deal with, they could eafifrmi 
him in die Emperor's opinion, to whom they could reprefent him $ 
an obftinate perfon, and one who raifed disorders in the flace, 0I 
fcbifms in the church. Matters being thus refolved upon^ Eufibii 

(/) Epift. Aril dfuâ ^iph: H^rr» ^9. 
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eafily put them in eKcudon» by means of his intereft at Court, and 

the cunnii^ aad induftry of his trufty friend of Cxfarea. 

This Eu&bius of Oeiareaj (fince we ought to do merit juftice, 

where-ever it is found) who was furnamed Pamphilius, upon account 
of the ftriâ friendfhip that was between him and the holy Martyr 
of that name, was one of the moft &mous men of his time, for his 
great and excellent qualifications. He had as much wit as any one- 
could have, and a genius not only lively and penetrating, but alfo 
very extenfive, and capable of all forts of fciences : Befides, he was 
well bred, agreeable, given to flattery, eloquent and judicious, and 
of a very eafy and free temper ; and, what very ill agrees with it, 
of unwearied diligence, and laborious beyond what can be imagined^ 
as appears by the incredible number of excellent Works that he 
hath left us, of which part only remain, though the greatefl or- 
nament of our libraries. But it mufl be confe&'d , thai with this 
ftrengthof genius.. l^ had a great deal of weaknefs of mind, and 
that efpecially which is ufual wkh men of note^ who have too great 
a regard to intereft, and too little to religion. For in the firft place, 
being taken in the time of the perfecution, he fufiered himfelf to be 
deprived of the crown of . martyrdom^ by (h) denying JESUS 
CHRIST, for fear of lofing his life >, which he feemed only to 
have prefervcd to employ it afterwards in the fervice of thofe Chri- 
&ans who de;iyed his Divinity. Neverthelels, he fo dexteroufly 
covered the (hame of his apoftaçy by a very regular courfe of life, 
and fo well improved^ J)y^ whis frieuds,: the reputation that he had 
Acquired <Mf being.aman of parts> that he .found means to get him- 
felf ele£ted Biihop ctf Cas£4|ej^. . the Metropolitan See of Paleftine. 
Afterwards perceiving t^iat his frif^nd Eufebius of Kicomedia was 
become powerful at Court, by the favour of the Emprefs Conftantia, 
he devoted himfblf entirely to him, that he might partake of his good 
ibrtune. . And be . nude pq ibniple p| ftill. f^crificing his honour and 
ceniciençe to oth^Idolf, namely, bis own' ambition, and his friendsl 
huàour, (0 by. embracing uppn his recommendation the. party of 

(i^) Cave, (Vol. 11. p. 19) undirîàka H vmiicau Syfebim ûf Cdfsfêa^ from 

vbaf it fbut Wid H bh ehdf^ ky <S*J9f9m dniMm : A»d alfo Dtt Pki. (Tom. II. 

pu i.^ , Q» flw eimifafX^ Hhfts allov; him to ho in d tinion with Tbecdotas^ FaHUfius, and 

^ ArisiJj Mgdinftonr Ssifhn^s Divinity. (TiUtm.Tom. Vli P.. II. J. $. 8^ Noto 1. feir Icf 

Arietif. MancFaucoa, in TÎti^AibantC pag. V. Vhawd VII. (t) Cave ibid* 

D AriuSj 
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Atxus 9 wfadt tat fiSKwsros ■bsbk 
openly Tczurzd to jgii.T^ SDORttmc " ok 
Gccs^oiu reqcired, far tfae &kt e£ his 
felf 13 tfac Si f uur ot Hs Prâee, vfaoD hs 
or radier adored erœ tf» 'jiafetfry- 

Eofrbnis ot Cslsrca befiiig cîxes enizreLT vJlpjlbl 09 
Nicomedia, ad arrrrg bisic?y acssdia; w the 
fee r ece i ve d froci rÊa , fScIed soc , wih the reft ot Ms 
whom he fxad «cti c« er , ^ writ e 9 !àe PuLuiiKLk ot 
fn-GGT of Arias irx. lîs dbcr:se, vèsc 
eieu ^"^Sr*"** ''^"^ to prove 5c by fidbe KocfiKeSv sm 
figes o£ Scrlpcirs, tîic ferfe rf w55dk îfeey haé utiia pwA 
£11 ffltrie fragjzcŒS cf fz&izs's Seacr jfi'iJi'.gff tfte (IJ 
dae Second Corrrril of Nice : Asd T S. 4r\M.ifiii,i 
tfinfr w£uc£l che rdS or s&e pSTtr wrote agreeable 6^ tfiiiL 00 
tfîfïfr wcio cut HOC Cnnik Sz VD decBpw f nff TTWTfea^ csnu^aBlf wot 
&r Arl-ss, as Fszlisos Kftop cf Tyre, 
by Fntron'S or ^icocxecia, wîoo npfarazced i^tt.ii widk 
aad mcnnragpd dieci by rbe ru i 'ufe of dhe BHkop of 
rnefr Merropo£tzn, who , he cold dsexxi , 
clgrférf in ^r^t*™^ of the w m fc~ 






copies cf e iiem were Jî » | <»i-fe ij abaoc, fins Atth 
vexed die arri^ices of die eiiemies of JESUS CHRIST, ad 
diac :ne Bîf&op of Xkcmednt was, n rea&cy, ae dke kaA aff dii 

Frrmfrff widk ft hair ariaid 

of his age, which sow advanced tuwarJs cfeqtpuJ heft^ ^O ^s^ 
iûà?ed opeslT co oppofe dns fixret eoenry, wkhm 
either of his favour arcotzrr^ his power, or even kai 
was oxoch more ro be apprehended dtan e it& er of ckca. if^ I*] 
ihis porpoffe he wroce rnnredrarefy co SyfvefterBâkp of 
iccoonc ot what he had done m the maser of Anas ; m ^S^mèÊkKi\ 
Biâiop% fioc only of his own Parriarchare, bat co dioiie b£ IhkAiKf 
Ruxnidn ma Aiia, where ki% lebcUâoos iba fad bem ao &dt &L 

ipsa Tliena. k F. c 5. (a) JcftatuOc i. «■■. Anu M b^r 



BOORL TbeHi/hry^ AM.ii^vri9)ai. jt« 

proceaors : Aiid (f) S. %iplumtfis à&aes <is, that in his time, there -^^ 
were found to the number of feventy of thefc letters amongft the 
coUeftions of the curious. 

Befides, to make the greater ncnfe in the world, and t>reicribe a 
publick antidote againft a poj^n, wMch was fo carefully fpread 
every where ; he publifhed a circular letter to all Bifhops in general, 
of which there is a copy prcferved in the (q) hiftory of Soctates. 
In this letter, without ufing any rcfcrve with fo potent an adrerfary 
«s the Bifliop of the Imperial city, he gave all the world to under- 
Aand, " That Eufcbius, a£t«r having, contrary to the CSations, left 
'* his firft Church to fatisfy his amlxtion, took ocoaiion alio to gra- 
"* tify the dcfire which he had of troubling the Church, and of fprcad- 
^ ing abroad the poyfen of a deteftable herefy, which he had kept 
^ concealed a long time : That in takii^ tipon him, with fo much 
^ warmth, to proteft fuch of thé Clergy as had tebtUed againft their 
^ Bifliop, andopebly attaduid the. Divinity of the Son of God, he 
aâed indeed bthim&H, he being indkSt the firft author of that 
^ curied blafphemy, which he endeavoured to publifli, or rather 
'* Knew» hy tbofe inihappy iofirushents of his wickedncfs. '' After* 
wards, when he had given an ioùount of the errors that werei main* 
rained by Arins and his ibUonrtfni in Alexandria, and of the ana- 
thema ibkinnly px^onpuneed Agdinft diem in an sUlinnbly of an hundred 
Biffiops» he conftites all the blafphemies of that herefy by ftrong 
arguments, and by very dear and convincing pa£&^s of Scripture. 
^^ How (fiitd he) could our Savidnr Chrift be a Creature, beoaufe it 
I ^^ Iswrittdn, (r} tiuLt alt tkh^Tberf made fy him f Could he be created 
I *^ out of notfaii^^ fince the Father ikys, that be begat him of his 
\ ^ bolbm ? If he is the word and the wifdom of his Father, as the 
Scnpture very plainly fkith, could his Father ever have ejdfted 
without him, becauie it is impoflible that the Father could ever 
have been without hid w^ and his wilHom ? And can he be 
ima^n<d not to be^of the famefbbftànde with him, fincehe&ith, 
(s) that he i^ in the Father, and the Father in him ; md that he that 
V hath fcen him, hath feen the Father ? " Aftet this, the Patrianrh 
i eomeftly intreats the Biihopa, to whom he writes, not to reûeivë any 
of fbofe intpiouf wretches, whom att true Chriftians onght to have 

^ (t) Bur. ^. (q) lik 1. c 3, (r) John i. HeV xiii. (t ) John xiv. 
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^ in abhorrence, as the deelared enemies of JESUS CHRIST^ 
and not to have any regard to Eufebius, if he continaed to fbUck 
them in their behalf. 

Thefe letters being fent about, produced different efleâs;, accord- 
ing to the different difpofitions of thofe that received them. . Tbdb 
of Eufebius's party anftvered them agreeably to their firft' piojèâ, 
(t) by defiring Alexander to receive thofe of the Clergy that were 
*difciplesof Arius to communion with hhn, and not to, trouble him- 
feff about a perfon who might . be >as well let alone; (u) Son 
wrote to him in general and ambiguous terms, that they might alwajs 
have it in their power to declare themfelves, as occafion iervied, fir 
that party which would be mod for their advantage. Some, without 
•determining any thing concerning Arius, only (aid, that they had 
neither received nor rejeâed him. Others excufed themfeives &r 
having admitted him to communion with them, under pretence of 
their being unacquainted with what had been deoe in* selarion to 
him . There were even fome, who making ufe of an excnfe (ufid- 
ciently bad, refolved to own that they had received Arius, but that 
it was only to render their endeavours to reclaim him mote fiio- 
cefsful. But there was a much (x) greater number than all thtk 
who anfwered Alexander to his fktisfaâion. For a great miuiy Bi- 
(hops of all the Provinces of Afia and Africa, not ^nly £xibMe re- 
ceiving Ariiis to communion with them, but reje£ced him ais an heie- 
tick that had been excommunicated; and at the fame rime that they 
anfwered the Patriarch's letter, they fent him their confeflkm dF 
Faith, agreeable to bis own, and figned with their own hands. - 

In the mean time, Eufebius, extremely exafperated at the ioanner 
of his being ufed in Alexander's letters, (y) though, out df fingned 
modefty, he did not give way to his paffion in the anfwers that he 
fent , yet he failed not iecretly to encourage and ftir up all tiiat 
were of his party againft him, and he obliged them openly to op- 
pofe him as a corrupter of found doârine, and a '(&) perièciitor <S, 
thofe who defired to preferve it in the Church. This began ca-na&e 
a great deal of noife throughout the Eaft,- but the goodBUhofi^ 
very far from being furprized at it, proceeded ftill farther male* 
cond letter, which he fent into all the provinces^ •with the' fab- 

XO Socr2t. (m) Epjplu (sO^Soa^ fy) SocraLftst 

(^ Theodor./.ju €' ^ 
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fcriptioDS of dU the orthodox Bifhops that had joined themfelves 
to him. In this Jetter, befides the true confeffion of Faith , 
and convindng proofs of the (a) Divinity of JESUS CHRIST, 
together with a confutation of the blafphemies of Arius, which were 
cxpreflcd more at length, and with greater force than in die firft 
letter; he fets forth more particularly the horrid criines of that 
wicked wretch and his followers; and complains, in very moving 
^ terms, of thofe who, to the (hame andfcandal of the Church, had 
reftored and proteâed a man, who had revolted &om God and hrs 
Patriarch, notwithftanding that the Apofiolical (b) Canons prohibit 
Si/hops £rom receiving to communion with them any ecclefiaftical 
perfon that is excommunicated by another Bifliop. Upon this, £u>- 
febius, who found himfelf fo fenfibly attacked , throwing off the 
mask, and lofing all patience, (c) alTembled feveral Bifhops in Bi- 
thy nia that had thrown themfelves blindly into his pa rty ; and in 
this adembly, which was held contrary to all manner of' form, and 
the laws of the Church, he caufed it to be decreed as in a lawful 
council, that the doârine of' Arius ihould be generally received as 
orthodox, and that Alexander fliould be obliged to embrace it, under, 
penalty of being condemned for an faeretick 

' 00 'This was' as it were the breaking out and declaration trf' the- 
war, and the- fignal of the general fedition, which arole in all the 
provinces and cities^ and even in allthe towns of the Eaft. (e) Tliere * 
never was "known a greater diforder, nor a -more terrible and uni- 
Terfal coniofion than this. The Church was not^ now attacked by 
ftrangers and infidels, but by the chief of the Clfurch itfelf, and 
by her own* children, who rent her bowel^ by reviling one another 
in their difcourfes, and by the (hamefiil efièâs of that anger and^i 
hatred that was bred amongft them. The Bifhops of the two difier* < 
«ent parties excommunicated and abufed each other, irfter a mcrfb 
cMitrageous manner. The «people every where in the cities^and vil-' 
lages ranged themfelves into parties, which both (ideis defended* 
with fo much heat, that they frequently came to blow% .and frouL ^ 
fightbg with their tongues, to make ufe of other weapons. (0 The. ' 
diforder fpreaditfelf into £miilies, by the divifions which arofe upon. 

(a) Epift. AJcxaftd. ibid' (h) Cap. jj. . (c) Soxom lib. u.-c. J4. 

(d) Euieb. vie. Conik. Ub. z. c. 60. Theodor. lib. i. cap. C. {e) Socrau lib. u. 

«^ * h iD ^^^.V^* Coafi. lib. J . ojpw 4* ' "^ 
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t)ie& di&rent points of Rdigioiu Evoy one cook «p«a Hotel 

( to judge of thcfc diflcrcDces, efpedâUy iBAlemdm, wfane die 
liberty of fpeaking andading wkh infoknce «as ahrays vny gRtt, 
and vbere Arlus had now reoinied to put himiclf tt the head 
of hi$ &Uoi^ers There were a ibrt of battkt feugfat in pMt i n ihr 
lioufes^ in pnblick places» and prirate oompanies» to drtrrminr cqd- 
cerning the myfleries of our Religion, wkhoot any r^ard to InM 
authority, which vras no longer attended to in dûs dreadfiil tomot 
of difputes and (edition ; in the heat <^ which, not cve& dw ûum 
of the Emperor himielf were fpared : In flioft, the difixcdv ané 
to iucfa an hdght, that the Pagans, who b^an to bmfm £Mneic%cft 
to a Religion which they ùm was in vogue, (bon refimicd the fibenj 
of deipifii^ it as be&re, infomach as to nuke it the fobfeft of dicir 
pfai) s, and impudently to reprc&nt our iacred Myfteries upon the 
publick theatre. 

In the mean time, Gwiftanrinc havii^ made himlelf lole aiaSer 
of the Empire, after many viâories which he obiaincd by the a£i 
fiftance of Heaven, under the banner of the Cro&, ufod Ids otaMft 
endeavoon at Viicomcdia to make the Chriftian R^UgioD flomifli, 
by the ediâs and laws which he publiflied in fiivour ^ it» AaA ([) 
he was even gping perfonaUy to vifit the cities of the EA udie- 
pair in perfon the difbrders H^iich were oectfioned by the tfcnn îi 
in their laft peifbcution of the worfhip of the true God» when be 
heard, with concern, the fad news of the diibxdera which Undvod 
hisde^ns, and prevented the Infidels, who were icamhifiMd ttdn 
civil war that was amongft the Chrifttans, £tom cmbnci 
Faith* (A) Euiehius, who was fo much concerned in this 
and who had a great fliare in the Emperor^s eAeem^ thought it hé 
to be before hand with the Patriarch, and thrtywaUthehhune of thsti 
great difbrders upon hiro. To this purpofe, he with m gxott dcaloC 
conning infinuared to him, " That Arius was, indeed» to Ume Sbê 
having, with {o much noife, maintained his opinioii, m/k^et ii 
might better have kept to himiielf, without eoga^i^ fi> 
fidetabie men in his defence ; but that Alexander was 
time infinitely more blame-worthy, becaufe he waa tho Ssk aih 
cafîon of that great confufion, by having fîrft propoièd to htf 
Clergy certain queftions, which ferved rather tQ emplm, ûê 

Q) Ep^. Coaft. ihid. (h) Soiom. lit. f . capwis. 
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■' wits of Phik)fophcrs> than ta inftrua Chriftians ; ând that il v^m 
better td pais fhcm by with humility^ than prefumptuoufly to 
endeavour to explain them, at the hazard of our peace, and 
even of our holy Religion itfelf : That what had been debated 
between Arius and the Patriarch, was nothing but vain fbbtelties^ 
which no ways concerned any efifential point of the Chriffian Re- 
ligion ; that they agreed in the main ; and that thefe fort of dif- 
putes, which went beyond what was neceflary, only canfed con^ 
fuHon, and r^ufed icruples in people's minds, who were not at* 
ways capable of making fucb difficult ilod confàfed enquiries. That 
therefore, the beft expedient was to enjoin both parties to fitence, . 
and oblige them to become friends , and fay no more ior the 
future upon the ibbjeâ of that AmgctwkS and unaeoeffiuy dif»- 

cc ^ w 

pute- 

(i) Conflantine, who had a great v^e fot EtiftbiuSy a^ who be^ 
(ides was very glad to hear £cosb^ him that the ^Mftkmin thi» difpute 
did not concern the Faitby wkhout difficulty became oi the fiune 
opinion too^ becaufe we ea£ly beKeve what we defire ; and therefore 
he wrote a letter agi«eabte to the wrong information which be had 
received : Thi» letter was âddrdfed alike te both parties^ and blamed 
jboch the one and the edicr , but the Pattiarch much more than - 
Ariu^^i ordering them to be leconcskd f. without contending any 
farther upon this poku , which had caufed ib much coi^ufion in 
the Church^ Ta give chis^ letted: the greater force, the Emperor 
iJaought fit to conunittifi to the hands of il man of extraordinary, 
ipcoit,^ (k) one who, by hid ingiBniwyj and the gi^eat sMhority which 
he had acquijeed > by his vertue fl^ knowledge , might help to 
put thefe orders in executk)Oy and reduce alt things to a fiate of 
tranquillity. Hofius, Bifliop of Corduba., was the perfon made 
choice of for this purpofe, being one of the moft famous men of 
Ins tioiey of very great ability, and remarkable for his vertue> which . 
Appeared during âe perfecution of Dioclefian, by his glorious con- 
SdSion of |£SUS CHRIST in the midft of torments, and diH 
inng all the kanUhrips of a long imprfébnment. (/) He was at that 
time at the Emperor's court, being^ either fent for by that prince, 
^ ivho loved him extremely^ and had .a particular veneration for him, 

g (i) Euftbw vît. CoaSL lilkf.%c$jgk é}. (k) Socrat. lib. u cap* 4. Theoior* 

Lj . Ç. 6. Sozom. lib. X : c 1 5.. (/> Socrat. ibid. 
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» order to make ufe of his advice in the de%is he wu dbout, &r 
the fcrvice of Religion ; or having by Silveftcr, fiifliop of Rooie, (nr) 
whofe Deputy^ it is certain, te v:as at the anmâl rf Nice, been alxeady 
fbnt into the £aft, upon account of the difbrders of Arius, of whid 
the Patriarch Alexander had given him information. 

The Emperor therefore having about him fo grcmt a man , «id 
one who was capable of managing fuch fort of afidrs, lent him into 
Egypt with letters to appeafe the diforders there, and deferred gciog 
into the Eaft himfelf, till he knew what would be the fnoceis of 
Hofius's journey, (n) But he was foon undeceived as to what Ea- 
febius had infinuated ; in the firft place, by the Patriarch's kttei^ 
who fhewed him chat he was impofed upon ; and that in the matter 
of Arius, the moft eifential point of Chriftianity was concemed ; t 
point which diftinguiflied the Chriftians from d» Jews, namely, the 
Divimtyi^ JESUS CHRIST, from whom the Empeior hid 
received fo many viâories and advantages : In the next place, bj 
Hofius, who found people fo incenfed, and fb firmly reived to f&k 
to their opinions, in an article which he prefcntly perccnred to be the 
moft eifential of Chriftianity, that he defpaired of erer being abk 
of himfelf to determine a matter of fuch importance. For whick 
reafon, after having, without diflkulty, appeafed feme ktfer dS- 
orders, which feme of the followers of Sabellius and (§) QAotfam I 
fiill occafioned in Egirpt, he returned to Conftantine, and nre him 
to underftand, that fb great a diieafe required a ftooger mtSàx; 
and that a more powerful authority was necel&ry to pot an end to 
fuch great diâerences, about an article of that importance : Bffi^ K 
the Chriftians of the Eaft ftill difàgreeîng amongft tfaexnlêlfes abœ 
the celebration of (p) Eafter, which caufed very great dirtfioos tnntyt 
them , it was proper to lectle ar occc, by the fame means, fxA 

(m] Tilkfflonc, Du Pul, S^c amtr^diS ims ', particufapf* Mêê^ 
G^lafms tf Cyxkx zsas tctfi^^ that §nr Jifirtrd Sy vbu fur tè^tfmep^m 
Tat of EmftèiMê i tia*meit her t jot SiJiinjMA-rusts ^Sazfmmi^m TlnÀ»^ 
^*f Mm^LiM ii ; itmi titf^-m a ïtmt ymahU t^M em was Cemt kf __ 
Tom-V. ?. m. f.s. £f Sjt- 4- Lu^ Ccac «tt S:«». (m) Epipiu tar. €^ 
WMS A pMncmai ?r^J tf ÀUtjMth'u, 0>}a siami tk* tzmt tk^ Anma, 
wiemty fmdÊéÊnomavd ti mais ûiTii^V; thm head if a forty y Jsh^ tjok tM» 
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thefe queftions in debate, which were the two principal caufes of 
thofe fatal ControverfieSj that difturbed the peace of the Church. 
(?) Upon which, after having examined the matter, and taken ad- 
vice of the Prelates and other moft confîderable men that were 
about him ; the Emperor refolved, at length, to call a general Council 
of Bilhops, reprefenting the whole Church, to whofe authority both 
parties (hould be obliged to fubmir. (r) And this was done in con- 
cert with S. Sylvefter Biftiop of Rome, who appointed Hofius, together 
with Vitus and Vincentius, two Priefts of his Church, his deputy, 
to reprefent him in the Council- 

This matter of fo great Importance being refolved upon, Conftan- 
tine, for holding this famous afTembly, made choice of (jr) Nice, a plea- 
fant city, and very conveniently fituated,. in the heart of Bithynia, 
upon the middle of a very fruitful and pleafant plain, by the fide of 
a great lake, near Nicomedia, where that Prince kept his court ; for 
he did not build Conftantinople till two years after. He wrote 
very refpedful letters to the Bifhops all about, to oblige them to 
come to Nice as foon as poflible. (t) He gave orders to all his Lieu- 
tenants in the Pro\ inces to furnifh them and all their attendance with 
horfes, carriages and mules, at his expence ; and to defray their 
charges, and fupply them plentifully with every thing, not only upon 
the road, but alfo all the time that they continued at the Council ; 
which was an extraordinary mark of that Prince's magnificence ; for 
befides (u) three hundred and eighteen Bifhops, of which that aifembly 
conGfted, a great many of whom came from the fartheft parts of 
^ the Empire ; (x) they all brought along with them the moft able 
^ men of their Clergy, to affift in the enquiries that were neceflary 
to be made ; befides others that attended them out of duty or re- 
fpeft ; infomuch that their (y) multitude was in a manner innumc- 
rable. 

But what made this affembly yet more auguft and venerable than / 
^ • all that have been ever feen in fucceeding ages, was the pre- 

V ff ibf Latin Cbttrcbj (which is ttow followed) and others according to the titre ohferved 
# by the yeivs jor their Tpffcver. See farther Prkleaux'i Connexion, Ed. 8; p. 254, Qf^c* 
9 Socrac. lib. i. c. 5. (q) Ruf. lib. 1. cap. i' (r) There is not the leafi fourt^ 

^ ^atim {or this }rom the ancient Jiifiortans j and for a confutation of ity fee Notes (h) 
M» ^0d CO ^^^ Dupin, Tom. II. p. 599. (/) Scrab. lib. 11, (t) Efeb. lib. 5. 

■r- cap.tf. fie icqu. Theodor. lib, 1. c. 7. (u) Amtbors differ abont theexa^ 

l^msimher of the Bifhops i hut it- is generally allowed to h$ neat nhat is here related- Sn 

^artber yTiWtm. T. VI. Nt7c 2. fur le Cone de Nk. (x) Sozom. lib. i. ^* i^* 

{y)l EufeU ibid. 
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fence of the greftteft men of the world, and the moft famous Bifliops 
of the Church, either for their extraordinary knowledge, their re- 
markable holinefs, the many miracles which they ftill wrou^t, or 
for the glorious combats which they had been engaged in againft the 
feveral tyrants during the perfecutions, the honourable marks of 
which they ftill carried about them. The great Hofius, (Co famous 
for the commendations of S. Athanafius, whofe learning and vertue 
befoie his much to be lamented fall from the faith, was the wonder 
of the age he lived in) appeared there at the head of the reft, as (i) 
reprefenring the head of the Church. Three famous Patriarchs» 
were there alfo, viz. Alexander of Alexandria, EuftatUus of 
Antioch, and Macarius of Jerufalem, who, befides the glory whi^ 
they had acquired by their great parts, and extraordinary knowledge 
in the holy Scripture, bad alfo that honour which the Church afcribes 
to the Saints in her (a) Martyrologies. Thither came alfo to reprefcnt 
the Church of Africa the famous Cecilian, primate of that country, 
who had lately triumphed over all the perfecutions of the (t) Do* 
natifis. And amongft the reft, there were thofe great defenders o{ 
the Faith, Hypatius of Gangra, (f) who foon after received the 
crown of martyrdom ; Eupf) chius of Tyanae, Longinus of Neooe- 
{area, Protogenes of Sardica, Eutychius of Amafea, whom the il- 
luftrious Martyr Bafileus caufed to be chofen in his ftead ; Alexander 
of Byzantium, Areftanes of the greater Armenia, the famous Leon- ! 
tins of Carlarea in Cappadocia, and the celebrated Nicolas deMyra, 
whofe many miracles have always made him refpeâed in the world. 

But nothing made a finer appearance than thofe glorious Confeffon^ 
who were maimed and disfigured by the horrible torments whidi 
they had undergone in defence of the Divinity of JESUS CHRIST. 
They came to defend that again in the Council, \vhich they luul 
already fo bravely and glorioufly confefTed by their fuflFerings, thin 
which nothing could be more eloquent. There was that venerable tm 

(z) See Note (h) Moreaver, Tillemcpt fpeaktn/^ of the rank of the Bifbops mceeeêtg 
to their dis^nitjy fays^ be took place meetly aec^din^ to his mefit» [OÊut par J« M 
mérite de fa perfonne.] Tom. VI. Part HI. $. 2. AtU^ be tells m^ thst b€ fiJ/mhei 
ffffi witbêut any mark of legation ; whereas Vitus and Vincentius feshjcwèheà in %\» 
name of Sjlvefter their Bifhcp* Not. 4. fur le Cone, de Nie. (s) Miitf' 

Rem. i6. Feb. i^. Jul. lo. Mar, (b) Tbefe werefe called from Dematmtf 

Cafa Nigvoj who about the year 30^ founded a Scbifm aga'mft M^nf tenta hipef^l 
Carthage, which was afterwards carried en with greater violence mgrnimft hh jnc^ 
Ctesliaiu TiUemoiir,, T. VL p. i* les Doiiat^. (f) Athao, or. i« coab An» 

Pocaffi^ 
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Potamo of Heraclea in Egypt ; one of whofe eyes had been plucked out 
in the perfecudon of Maximin. Paphnutius, one of the (c) firft difci- 
ples of S. Anthony, afterwards Biihop of the Highçr Thebaïs, who du- 
ring the fury of that perfecution had been as it were buried alive in 
the mines, after having his right eye put out, and his left arm cut 
otf (d) This holy man wrought almoft as many miracles as the Apo- 
ftles themfelves j and Conftamine had fo religious a regard for him, 
that he obliged him relive in his palace, and ufed, with great devoti- 
on, to kifs the place from whence his eye had been pulled our, for the 
{kke of the &ith. (e) There was moreover Paul of Neocsefarea upon 
the Euphrates, who, in the time of Licinius, had both his hands burned 
with hot irons; and that admirable man James of Nifibis in Mefopota- 
xnia, (f) who wrought abundance of miracles, even to raifing of the 
dead, yet was not more remarkable for any, than C^) that invincible re- 
folution which he (hewed in undergoing the cruel torments which he 
fuffered under Maxiinin, for the honour of CHRIST JESUS : There 
was alfo the wonderful Spiridion of Tremitunta in Cyprus, (h) who 
raifed his daughter from the dead, to difcover the place where (he 
' had hid fome treafure, and who by the fury of the fame tyrant had 
been condemned to the naines, after having loft one eye and one leg : 
And, in (hort, befides thefe, many others, whole wounds were 
the glorious marks of their viâories, appeared in that aflfembly as 
fo many Martyrs come down from Heaven, in order to teftify once 
more the Divinity of JESUS CHRIST, and fight for their 
mafter, who was more dangeroufly aflaulted by hereticks, than he 
bad b?en before by the tyrants themfclvcs. 

On the other fide,Eufebius of Nicomedia came alfo with thofe of his 
party : But be(ides its feeming very inconfidcrable, in comparifon of 
fo many orthodox Bifhops who came from all parts of the world; 
many of them, (?) Wiho before the aflembling of the Council joined them- 
ii^ves to hiip, being afraid to accompany hjm in fo holy an aficmbly, 
ihclcfbrc kept off till another opportunit}' ; . fo that not above twenty 
declared for bun; and the t;hree principal of thefe, who were (k) Eufe- 

(c) Soc. 1. T. c. ^. (d) Ruff*. lib. I. cap. 4. oM* Socrac. lib. cap. ii. 

O^Thecxior. 1. i.e. 7. (f) ibid- (/?) .Majctyr* Roman. 15. lui. C^)RufF.lib. i. 

'Cap. 5 . mj is alfp fMpofiid hy So€f4USf lib* x« ^ap. i z. Çi) Thedor. libw i. cap. 7* 

•fk) (tit fêpùrted h ftvtrsl f^fyfts of notf 4pd lutrntpg, that out lerrned Chtttrh 

Hiflofi0n^ Vfbê tkkês fê much , fMÙV .te %/'mdif^$ this Bijhof^ aîtircd his opitfhn 
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febius of Gefarea, Maris of Chalcedon, and Theognis of Nice> (/) bad^ 
a$ well as himfelf , deny 'd JESUS CHRIST during the pcrfccurion. 
Thus the chief of the Arian faftion having been before wretched 
apoftates, did no more by embracing that herefy, than repeat afier t 
different manner the crime which they had formerly conumttedt.ÎB 
denying JESUS CHRIST. 

But there was another thing that conduced very much to the ho- 
nour of this affembly, by the very means made ufe of to difgraceit; 
For the Pagans, who thought the Chrlftian Religion already much 
fiiaken, refolved to make ufe of this opportunity to ruin it vnxk 
Conftantine, in hopes to bring him back to the worfliip of Idols. 
For this purpofe, the moft able amongft their philofophers came to 
Nice, to difpure publickly about Religion, againft thoife whom they 
defpifed, and looked upon as uncapable of refifling them. There (m) 
were feveral who^ before the opening of the Council, gave challenges 
which were accepted ; for there being amongft thofe who came aloi^ 
with the Biihops a great many learned Eccleiiafticks, who were not 
only well inftruôed in the myfteries of our Religion» but alio ve- 
ry well skilled in all human Sciences , it was thought proper far 
them to prepare themfelves againft the fierceft afifaults, that they might 
publickly put a ftop to the vanity and confidence of thofe fbphiflen. 
In one of thefe difputes,. where the Biftiops often aflifted, either to I 
animate their own party that were engaged, or to engage themfelves 
with thofe fierce and prefumptuous adverfaries^ it is ùdd that theit 
happened one extraordinary thing, which was as it were a pxefigeof 
the ruin of the Arians, and the viâory of the Orthodox, (m) One of 
thofe philofophers, (which I have mentioned) adding impudence to his 
falfc reafbning, infolently arrogated to himfelf the viâory^ waL 
fcoffed at their (implicity, of whom he pretended to have got the bet- 
ter. The good Bifliop Spiridion, who was prefent at the difpot^ 
not being able to bear his prefumption any longer, befought the ocher 
Biflfiops that he might take him in hand himfelf in order to hsM 
him to reafon. But they knowing the good man was not mnek Qm 
to philofophical difputes, and underftood none of their fubtledes, diiJ 

cf bim before Le died. And Theodor. lib. i. cap. 5. memiimes. bim «Mi^ 
the favourers 0/ Arius; iitt as tif bis denying our Samemr^ it is {I fttpprfgy a/jir 
fed from bis not bétving fuffered nvitb Pocamo and the reft ef bis B^th^mh «v ^ 
Terfecuticn of Maximia. (/) Ntceph. lib. 8. ctp. 51. Theogaiut jfa« I^iogiM 
Mcmf. vie. Aihan. p. VIU. (miSocrat^ lib.. i . cap. 5, (ni Sozom. lib. i. ctp^ir* 
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propofal furpmed every body^ It rais'd laughter in iome, and con- 
cern in others, who were afraid left the goodnefs of their caufe 
fliould be injured, and the infufficiency of the good old man become 
the fport of the arrogant philofophers : Yet that glorious confeflbr of 
CHRIST JESUS, was had fo much in veneration, that they 
could not r^iie him. That wonderful man therefore rifîi^ jand ad^ 
dreffing himfelf to the philofopher, ^' Attend, (fays he) I will fliew 
^^ you that there is but one God, who hath made Heaven, and all 
*^ things therein, by the word of his power ; and that this word is 
his Son, who being God^ was made man, bom of a Virgin^ and fuf* 
fered death upon the Crois to redeem mankind, and deliver them 
from their (ins; and that it is he that fhall come to judge the worlds 
and render unto every man according to his works. Beware of bet- 
ing fb prefumptuous as to examine^ out of a vain and foolifli cu- 
riofity, thofo wonders which we know only by faith. Anfwer 
then> and tell me, whether you do not alfo believe them ? (0) Yes, 
I do believe them, " replyM the philofopher, immediately, with* 
out hefitating. Afterwards, turni^ig himfelf towards his difciples, and 
the other philofophers that accompanied him ; '^ Do not wonder 
(fays he) at fo furprizing an anfwer, and fo unexpeâed a change : 
For whilfl I was attacked by force of reafoning. and artful turns of 
difcourfe, I made ufe of my own art and reafon to repell that 
which was uxged in oppofition to me ; but now that I am afTaulted 
by the fupernatural force of the divine vertue, which fpeaks by 
the mouth of this good man, my arguments can no longer bear up 
againft fuch heavenly power> nor can I any longer refift God. I 
declare to you thajt I am a Chriftian^ and I conjure you alfo to fol- 
low my example. I glory in being thus overcome, and Lt is to 
my defeat that I owe my falvation. '* This thunder-clap from 
Heaven, which abated the pride of thefe philofophers, might well let 
the Arians fbj», at the fame titne> what they might expeft from the 
ikmefpirit, which> doubtlefs, would have a greater influence in a ge- 
neral Council, thap it had in a (ingle perfon : (p) For a Bilhop, who 
was a learned man, and a great philofopher, but withal inclined to 
Arius, was fo fiirprized, and at the fame time convinced by this ex- 
traordinary accident, that he quitted the party of Eufbbius, and . 
came over to Spiridion's, which he looked upon as that of God himfelf. 

(0 &ii£ Ub*^ i.c^. 5» (fy Greg.^ Pretb. de Ptf « Nic. 
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In tht mean time, the Emperor was come fKw» MiooipodU t» 
Nice, to honour the Council with his prefence, «nd to give neceffioy 
orders himfelf for the aflembling of it- He eaceruûned the Biihiopi 
with all poffibic ci\ility, and made them the more refpeâed by 
all his court, by the cjctraordinary refpeû which he fiiewed duBro ; 
taking care to (q) provide them lodging and piovifioos, and order- 
ing them to be fupplyed plentifully with every thing, that tbey might be 
able to proceed, not only with order, but magnificence ; (r) axid to give 
the greater weight to the Council by the extraordinary preparations 
for it, he had the aifemblies held in his royal palace, which -be oauied 
to be fumptuoufly fumifhed for that purpofe, that he might have 
the glory and iktisfaâion upon this occafion to confecrate, and give 
up as it were the glory of his Empire to JESUS CHRIST. 

But there fell out an accident at the fame time, which admirably 
well difcorered the greatnefs of his mind,and the ftrengthof his under- 
ftanding, as well as his zeal for Religion. (/) There were centin Bi- 
fhops who took their opportunity to prefent him with memorials, full 
of complaints and grievous accufations againft fome of their brethfen. 
Hiftorians do not tell us particularly who thefe acaifers were ; but if 
we may judge from very reafonable conjeftures, it is probable that 
thefe accufations were made by the Arians, through the artifice of 
Eufebiusof Nicomedia, in order to ruin the chief of the orthodox in 
the opinion of Conftantine, and thus to ftrengthen their own, by 
weakening the other party j for it has always been the cnftom rf 
hereticks to accufe catholick Bifhops before (0 fecular Judges, (u) 
The Donatifts did the like formerly againfl Cecilian, who was pre- 
fent at this Council ; and they themfelvcs did it again -aftemmds 
at a more favourable jundure againft the Patriarchs of Antioch and 
Alexandria. All catholick Bifhops have ever had this in abhonmce, 
looking upon it as an incroachment upon the Rights of JESUS 
CHRIST and his Church. How durft they thenrfdves then com- 
mit it in thofe primitive times, when ecdefiaftical difcipUnewas inAU 
force ; they efpecially, whofe vertues of all kinds were fô remarkable ? 
Befides that we arc informed that fuch fort of pétitions were dailf 
reprcfented to the (*) Emperor ; which (hews that it was a matw 

(^) Socrat. lib. i. cap. 5. (r) Eufeb. lib. j. Thcod. 1. 1» jç, 7. faswrn»!.!. 

(/) Sozom. ihid. cap. i^. Ruff. 1. i. cap. a. Thcodor. 1. i.e. 11. TO ft 

Frtrtcb is TributiCMix des Princes. (u) See ahwe N^te (b). (♦^ Sozom. ikU' 
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xottcërred amongRftvcial of them, in order to make the ftronger im- 
prcffion upon that Prince's mind. However, they did not fucceed as 
theyexpefted; for the Emperor, who had already rcfolved with him- 
feif what to do, commanded thofe BifhopS who thus accufed the reft 
to come together on a day appointed, ' as it were, in order to do them 
juftice. They accordingly prefentcd themfelves before Conftantine, 
who holding their libels in his hand, fpoke to them thus in a folemn 
manner: " You fliall have a time fet,and a judge affigned you for 
** the determining of your differences. The day fhall be that of 
^ judgment of all men, and your Judge JESUS CHRIST. Foi- my jpart,. 
** (x) I, who am but a man, know that it docs not belong to me to de- 
*' termine their caufcs (y) who are fêt in his place, like Gods, to 
" judge even us in matters of thegreateft importance, namely, thofe 
** of Religion, (z) I know that it is your duty, by an unblamable life, 
*• fuch as is fuitable to your ftation, to take care that there be no 
** occafion for judging you; but at the lame time I am not ignorant, 
*' that I ought to have fo much regard to the facrednefs of your 
** charafier^ (a) that if I faw any of you with my own eyes commit- 
^ ting an in aâion, I ought to conceal it, even by covering it with my 
'■^ royal robe, to prevent its being exjwfed to the infirlts of thofe by 
"•* whom it might <5therwife he difcovered. (i) Imitate the example of 
^ God, who. pardons us our oflfences, and having but one heart and one 
^ mind, unite yourfelves together in both by a perfeft reconciliation, 
:** in order to confider more ferioufly the great bufinefs of our Faith, 
^ for which you are here alfemblcd together. '* (t) Thereupon, pro- 
'teftingby the living God that he had read nothing of what was writ- 
ten in thofelibels, O he ordered them to be burnt in their prefence, 
•and defiredthem to aiTembleon the day appointed for the opening of 
the Council 

There was no refîfting a difcourfo that was fo powerful, and fo be- 
coming the majefty of hiiii that fpoke it. The order was received 
withoutany difpute, as if it had been that of God himfelf ; and thofe 
who had made thefe complaints, perceiving that to continue them 
would not only be ufelefs^ but dangerous^ they joined with the reft 
in beginning the Council on the day appointed^ which was the 



e>f) Sotom. fy) Ra£ lib. i . c z. (z) Soiom. (a) T heodor. 
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A. D. X9th (d) ôf Junây in the year 3 2 ^ For this purpoCe, there was plkàd 
3 • 5 • featson each (ide the great hall, which was in the midft of the palue,1iQCh 
on the right and left, for the three hundred and eighteen Bj(hop%ad 
for the other Divines who (hould be called thither to propoie their m- 
guments on both (ides. Every one took his place there according to hs 
rank, and the privileges of die Church to which he belonged, (e) Tie 
deptities of Sylvefler Br/bop of Rome, who were the fofi thatfutfcriMtkir 
names at the Councily tookalfo the frfi place there ^ with the patritxdiof 
Alexandria on the left hand, which in (acred and ecdefiaftical C/7cat- 
xnonies was the moft honourable place ; as appears from many ezaniplei 
in ancient times, and particularly by the fittings (g) of the Council of 
Chalcedon, which doubtlefs followed the example of the three fonner, 
and in which the deputies of S. Leo, who prefîded at it, were placed 
firft on the left hand with the Patriarch of Conftantinople, and on die 
right thofe of Alexandria and Jerufalem. Thus the deputies of Sfi- 
vefter and the Patriarch of Alexandria, who at that time was the M 
in rank of the Eaflem Church, took the firft places on the left, aad 
the {h) Patriarch of Antioch placed himfelf at the head of the iêcood 
rank on the right hand; after him the Patriarch of Jerufalem, andtbeo 
the reft placed themfelves one after another on each (ide, acoordiif 
to their order. There was fet up in the midft of the hall a magnifi- 
cent throne, upon which the holy Gofpel was laid, (0 as appears b]f 
the Councils of Ephefus and Chalcedon, which were held after tk 
model of the firft, and that appeared there as it were in die place 
of JESUS CHRIST himfelf, who, according to St. Cyril, feemed 
to fay to them by his Gofpel, Judge rigkeous judgment. As fenriur 
followed, Conftantine defired them to examine £reely and exafiif 

(d) This U mentioned as the frfi day of the council , either htcaufe if wms net efeed 

till tbeny or that Confiantine did not appear before^ tbo the i^b bsd he^m affmnd 

for its meeting. Tillcm. Hift. Eccl. Tom. VI. P. III. f . i. ^^^ Pcuriie 

Doû. Temp. !• u.c. 4r. Eufcb. lib. 3. cap. 10. Theodor. 1. i. c. 7. (t)i 

if ohfervabie that Maimbourg here quotes m authority for this affirtiem md'ft 

deed there is none that may be depended upon: For Tillemont (who is out if ibà 

0U*ir writers) ajfures us, that there is little to be faid as to the rank «r ordtn tkat <M 

ehferved in the Council \ to which he adds, B«ronius en divine ce qu*il lay plait fas 

grand fondement ; & Bellarminc en difpofe bien d'une autre manière qui iL*cft fb 

«flurce. lAnd from tbefe (/ fnffofe) Monf. Maimbourg has colleBnt wnbmt km 

and elfe'where frequcKily .tferts in relation to the fufremacy, fife] g^^ TillcaO*' 

above citfdy & Cone, dc Nig. p. 69$. (g) Cone. Chile. AH. t. f|)fc[ 

Mon/. B. Hijlories des Scavans, fipf, p, zr,j, Eufcb. lib. i. cap. ii. ft) CfAl 

J fol. CoTic. Chgk. AB. I. I to 
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at as many fittings n they pleafed, all the points in debate, to the A. D. 
intent, that when they were ready for a conciufion, he himfelf 32;. 
might be prefent at the Council, on the day appointed to decide, 
by a definitive fbntence, the anicles which they ihould have exa- 
mined. 

Matters being thus fettled, the Fathers came to the Council, and 
lield (*) tiieir fittings regularly every day, beginning with the ex- 
andnation of the moft imponant point, namely, that of Arius. 
They began, according to cuftom, with reading his doârine, which 
be had delivered in writing, in the form of a profeffion of Faith ; 
and when they heard read therein that the Son of God had not 
always exifted ; that he was a creature whom God had formed out of 
nothing, by his will, that by him he might create all others : Then 
above three hundred of the Bifliops, not being able to bear fo horrible 
4i blafphemy, and aâing as it were by concert, through a fudden 
and powerful impulfe of the Holy Spirit, all flopped their ears at the 
fame time, both that they might not hear that execrable impiety, 
and might teftify their great abhorrence of it. Neverthelefs, reco* 
vering themfelves a little after from this firft commotion, which 
was a mark of their zeal, and which they were not matters of, 
they judged it requifite, in order to obferve due forms, and to pro- 
ceed with the greater certainty, according to the rules of a (k) legal 
determination, to hear what Arius had to fay thereupon in his own 
defrace, and what was to be iaid on the other fide, to convince him 
{^ of the wickednefs of his dodrine, that fcntence might be pro- 
siounced> at length, after hearing both parties. 

For this purpofe he was often heard in the Council, where he had 
Cberty to fay whatever he would upon the points which he maintained. 
On the other fide, they heard alio what the Orthodox Divines had to 
alledge againfl him, eipecially the great Athanafius, who was then 
only a Deacon of the Church of Alexandria, and whom the Patri- 
arch had brought to Nice to engage with Arius, (m) as the moft 
kamed and ableft of all thofe whom he himfelf had inftruâed in 
' ecclefiaftical learning. He acquitted himfelf of this charge with fo 
, jnuoh ftrength of mind, eloquence and learning, that he filled the 
* whole Council with knowledge and admiration, and put the whole 
Ç 'Arian party into difbrder, who from thence conceived that fnrious 

(*) Ruff. !sh. f. €Sf. %. (k) ihii. (1) Snom. l.t. $. itf.Sc i8. (mi) Socrat. 
Mb X. capB $• Sozom. /• !• €• U. Itoorfaucoiu vit. htkmàù&c. 
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j4. 27. hatred againft him, which they contimrci ewf»" (n^: after.^ Wheiij 
2^5- the difplites of the Divines had been hetrd, the Fathers: eaamiiied 
amongft themfelves what had been alledged on both fids».; and. a very, 
exaâ enquiry was made into aU the texts of- Soripcure that were. 
urgedj and all the arguments that were ufed to difcover their true.' 
meaning. 

The Orthodox, and efpecially thofe great Saints, (0 who knew livi 
experience that God reveals to the meek- and lowly what he hida^ 
from the proud, defired to keep entirely to what had been alifiady re« 
ceived by tradition, without endeavouring to give new turns -to the 
words of Scripture, in order to interpret it in a different manner frûnt 
that which their forefathers had learned from the Apoftles. But the 
Arians, who could not find in it that whioh they prefhrned to matrtain 
aflerted on the contrary, that they ought not to fland to that whiofa 
had been held by the primitive Chriflians, becaufe they were not 
cenain of it ; and therefore they defired that the truth of their 
doûrine might be fought from Scripture alone, which they could* 
wrcft to their own fenfe by their falfe fubtleties. Above die refl: 
- Eufebius of Nicomedia made a great noife at firfr, by his warm and 
imperious manner of fpeaking, and feemed rather tt) command and 
decide with authority, than to deliver his opinion. . 

But the refl, thinking it the befl way to b^in with mildnefe, defired 
him, and thofe of his party, to produce their arguments peaceably, gni 
fliew, that according to the efTential maxims of the ChrifBa Reli- 
gion, there was nothing impious in their doârine; This mild war 
of proceeding put the Arians entirely to a lofs, and ipoiled'all tfidr 
meafures. For when fome of them endeavoured to take advantage of 
it, and began to declare boldly with Arius, that the Son was but 
a-creature, all the three hundred Fathers, who had at firft conceited 
fuch an abhorrence of that blafphemy, gave them to underfland im- 
mediately, with one confent, that they would never fnfier it. Rr 
which rcafon, the lefs forward and more cunning amongft the Ari- 
ans thought it neceiïàry to have recourfe to cvafions> and let d« 
matter take another turn, by difguifing their opinion under tor^tha 
might be led odious ; but it not having been concerted zmongft rtacsb 
and thofe who were engaged refolving to defend what they had fid^ 

(«r)&toff. SDMBU lA. I. cMp.it, Niceph, /. 8» 17. («j Soaoou gAit^ 
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they (p) 'began to diipute ohc with -fflofher, :and were rforccd ^t -^- ^* 
length- to be lilent, not being able to agree upon what xçtas to be 3*5- 
done for the intereft of their party; which difcovered the weak- 
nefs and infamy of their herefy, and made it defpicable to the whole 
aflembly. (q) Upon which, notwithftanding the oppofition of thofe 
of Eufebius's party, the proceedings of the Council of Alexandria 
againft the opinions of Arius were read, and the letters of Eufebius 
produced, containing the fame blafphemies without difguife ; againft 
which, fome of the moft learned of (r) the Fathers fpoke with fo much 
zeal and vehemence, that they were pûblickly tome before the au- 
thor of them, in a full Council. 

An adionof fuch réfolution foon gave the Arians tounderftand, 
thattliey could never avoid being condemned, unlefi they had recourfe 
to fome artifice, by pretending, as they did,' that they defired peace, 
and would retraft their former opinion. (;) Thereupon, after 
' having taken meafurcs together, and determined what was to be done 
topreferve their real fontiments, by expreffions which might be ex- 
plained in their favouT,and yet be uni verfally received by the Orthodox, 
they offered to aèknowledge under their hand, that the Word was 
God,, and alfo of God. But becaufe the 'Fathers ^ pcrceiveid that 
there was^n cvafion in it, and that they pretended that there was 
a certain meaning in thefe words, according to which they might be 
cxtcndedxvento'Kfen ; (i) they required to have it added, that he 
v^as the very power and wifdom, and perfeft image of hisFatherj 
fubfiftingin hhn, and always unalterable i» every refpcft. Thcya- 
greed tb this ; but' couM not hdp looking upon one another, and 
fignifyfng,' by a fmile, that 'all this might» be - interpreted in their fenfe, 
and might, alfo be underflx>od of 'Man in foime meafure, becaufe he 
is calfed the image atfd glory of God. fFor .which. reafon, findiag 
that there was no ïînccrity in their vords, and: that they wreftcd 
thofe^ of Scripture, the Fathers cjortfoltcd together to find out a new 
cxpreflSon, that was dear and ^lain, and would hot àdmitt of any 
equivocation • whatfoeter, bmt deftroy • their heréfy without leariog 
«ny remedy. 

This they 'found' no^greatidificirity. to meet wtth, liecaufe they r&- 
fnen/^bred that in one of the leuers of 'Eufebius of («) Nioemedia, 

(f) Athanaf. ^« décret. 1S3RR. cantr.*/f/r. Arian. (^)^t'fi» }h1. -4^1/4 Achan. 

Afol.i. (r) Spift. £u(l. Ancioch. ap- Theod. /. i. c, 8. (s) Kthza^Sp* de 

^cact. Syn. cont« Udr. Ariaa. (c) Ibid. (u) Ambrof. de nd. étd ûr. lib. 5. 

cap. ulc. 
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'A. D. ivhich had been read and torne in the Council» there was thefe words : 
325* J[f v^f^ that the Son of God is uncreated^ from that itfe^ we coafefs 
that he is (x) CONSUBSTANTIAL with his Father. Then they 
plainly faw chat thefe herecicks had a very great averfion for tins 
word, which indeed entirely deftroyed their errors» by clearly ex- 
prefling that truth, which is taken from Scripture» that the Son is 
not only like his Father, but that he is of the fame fubftaace widi 
him» and confequencly eternal» uncreated, and not made, but be- 
gotten ; equally wife, good» and powerful with his Father. Thisiistbe 
reafbn why the Arians were defired to fign the G>nfubftaDtiality of tbe 
Word, becaufe it obliged them to make ufe of the ezpreffions of tk 
(y) Catholick belief» and did cut off all the heads of their Hydia at 
once. But when they faw that they were preflfed fo ctofely» and had 00 
room for deceit, they pulled off the mask» and declared they would 
do nothing. The Catholicks plainly convinced by this of their un* 
fair dealing, refolved on their (ide never to give up this ezpreffioo» 
which was the mark that diftinguifhed the Orthodox from the Ari- 
ans : So that nothing being done fÎEurther in the G>undl9 each party 
keeping firmly to their refolution» they were obliged to infoni 
Conftantine» that there remained nothing but to fix a day ixxc de- 
ciding this weighty a&ir by a folemn detenmnation, at which he 
intended to afllft. 

That day being come» all the three hundred and eighteen ffifliops 
came and took their places very early ; and though the great iIiiqd^ 
that accompanied them upon this occafion» crowded in every where» (s) 
to behold the fineft fight that ever was feen» there was n ev ert h fr" 
lefs a prodigious filence kept in the great hall all the time t^l^r tfaç 
waited for G>nflantine ; fo much did the very notion of the pre- 
fence of that Prince» who was juft coming, keep people's min^ y Jo 
fufpence, and teach them refpeâ. The firftthat entred» was<»ecf 
the Lords of the Court, who going crofs the hall, placed faimlêif faj 
the Emperor's chair ; foon after came another, who went and fiood 
by him ; after a little fpace» as it were to difpofe the whole uSeêMy^ 
by degrees» for the reception of the Prince» a third came and took 
his place» as the other two had done» on one fide of the Çf) chiir, 
which was placed at the upper end of the hall, between the nuikseC 

(x) iiJL^ieteih 0) AmbroCi ihii. {i) JBuicb. Uh. 5* c. lOb (fj 

llii» Sozoiti* cMf» l8* 
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the Bifliops that were on each fide; fo that thole who were on the ^- D. 
kft, when they came in, as the (a) deputies of Sylvefter Bifliop of 3^5* 
Rome, and the Patriarch of Alexandria, fat exaftly on the Tight 
hand of G>nftantine. Some time after appeared a feleft number of 
thofe who were honoured with the greateft (hare of the Emperor's 
friendfliip, and had all embraced the faith of Jefus Chrift ; and at 
the fame time the trumpets founded to give notice that the Prince 
was coming. Then all the Biftiops arofe with that refpeâ which was 
due to the Mafter of the world, and which they fignified by a fort 
of religious* veneration, when they faw him appear with fuch glorious 
majefty^ as dazzled the eyes of the whole a&mbly, and refembled « 
nK>re perfeâly than ever that of Godhimfelf. 

That Prince was extraordinary well made, and of a very tall ftature, . 
fcirpaiGng the ordinary height of men; but ib well proportioned, . 
that it gave fuch a majeftkk air to bis perfon, as (hewed, at firll 
fight, that he commanded the reft of mankind, (t) .His &ce was 
jigreeable, though he was already paft fifty ; he enjoyed an excellent 
conftitution, was of a fanguine complexion, and had fair hair, with 
a ruddy countenance; he naturally inclined to be fat, had an uncom- 
mon fweetnefs and delicacy in his features; (c) but, above all, his 
eyes were extremely lively, and (hone like a gentle and piercing fire, 
by which means he fHll retained a (d) youthfull air, and a fort of 
manly beauty : . All thefe advantages, joined with a noble and heroick 
mien, drew the admiration and adoration almoft of all (e) the world. 
He was dre£fed in purple, after the Roman manner, with an Imperial 
mantle, and a faih of filk raifed with gold, and iparkling with diamonds, 
which heufually worCf tied to his hair with two ribbons, inftead of a 
lnurelj which he had left off ever fince he became a Chriftian, that : 
he might not wear any thing that bad the leaft appearance of fuper- 
fiition, and to ihew- that it was not to Apollo, as a certain heathen 
orator had told him, but to Jefus Chrift alone, that he owed his 
viâories. 

Havii^ paffed through his apartments in this manner, as foon as hé > 
came to that where the O^uncil was held, he ordered his guards to re* 
tire, and entered only with the officers of his^ hou(hoki diat attended 
him, who were all Chriftians. Then it was that he feemed to thé 
whole (f) Council like an Angel come from Heaven; fo. remark* 

^ (a) S#f Nuts ab^9i p. ji. (h) Niceph. /. 8. edf. i6 Sc 5)« .. {c) Niceph. ihiim 
id) Ett&b. |.j. c. xos Tlieoi) (e) m. in Coofir (f) Eufcb. ibid. 
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A. JD. 'able was he £or his inodefty, goodnefs» fweemafi» aad: Cû ^i^reeikk 
3? 5* balhfulneis^ as well as that auguft majefty» iiiûch never .teB:'hkii..Jn 
^ truths -worldly greatnefs and Chnftian humility were nevçrleta^i» 
well united as in the perfon of = this groat Prince upon* this oonfioi. 
Hecame'throughthe'mkidteof thehallwithniObwipace, his eyesAh 
- wards the ground, between the Bifliops that were oibcach ^fide^ 'wb 
faluced him very reipeofully, and went and ftood by-hisifeat; £doo 
whence he falutcd tite Fathers with a civility that charmed . them, fife 
ondered hischair tobefomcwhatJowerthan theieft^fls^anxiiAaneBrf 
* the honour tliat ^hc- paid to the «hole Ghurch, leporefented cby .& i»- 
ily an aflfembiy ; but at the -fame time he x)rdered it to iac jal jjaU, 
(h) and fet by itfelf on the upper end of the hail, (x>;fiiewii9l]aeMi 
due to hts dignity. :He wouklnot fit down till theBilkops had^de- 
. fired him, by the reipeâ&l figns that were made ufe of fir 
that :purpofe ; whidi .(hewed the deference he Had ^ to EcdefiifH- 
cal authority. 'But- to fignify withal that he was their ^mafler, beik 
down firft; which the (0 Bifhops did not till he 'had .ooBSfliari- 
cd them. 

(k) Asiùan as they werefeateds Euftathius Bfitmir6h of Antioch» 
who fat firft'on theright fkie, on- the -left hand of the^Empttnryifaqpv 
the ceremony with a fliorrand elaborate difbourfe upon'^ Cheoccifr 
on of that auguft Aâëmbly's being called. '^ ^He reromed :tiMhks*ti 
God 'for giving* them- a Prince to whom he had given tberfioipirejf 
the world, in order to eftablifii the true Religion in jtrioiditbc 
he might fiipport it by his arms, his laws, andhisiextample. ft 
faid, that by eatirpaiing the tyrants, a much more hofrid tynaof 
wasdeftroycd, namely, that of the Devils ; that their temples woe 
deftroycd, their alears thrown down, and their facrifioes abélHh- 
ed; tha&ligiit had fucceedcd to dapkniefs, truth 'to 'falfhoed, ma 
the worlhip ofthetrue God to that impiety^ which had i^igned'ferfe 
many ages:. In-ftiort, that inftead df divine honours being jnm 
to Creatures and Devils, none was adored throughout the worid, 
but the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and one God 
That, in truth, rliatwas the greateft aft of his power and good- 
nefe, which God \v«as pleafed happily to accomiilWh'by^'histncaw; 
but that nevcrthelefs, that great Worker «xpeftcd hhn toprevcnt, 
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(g) Thcodor. Ibid. (b) Eufcb. (i) ^ezom. /. i. c^iH. . (k)JhÊoiar. 

Li.c.7. Cregor. Pre$byt.da.i'atr..Niaw. 5^«Ta]cai..No:'.VI..furConci4l«-Nic. 
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' by his authority^ r ^o. precious o^ workirom.béUig defin>y)Dd by-beir-» A: D. 

* fy^ That to. attack the great myftery. o£ the Triiiity,^iKl'eûdo^- 3.1$. 

* vour tarohJESUS CHRIST of , his Divinity, was^to overturn 
' the. very fouadationSt of Chriftianity. That tho Devil, vfho was- 
' the author of Idolatry^ feeing it ruined by the^arms and vemie of 
' Gonftantine, endeavoured to eûabliih it agi^in after another 

* manner, by the malice, and errorsof Arius. (l) Foras he hadfae^ 
^ fore induced. Idolaters, ta worship creaturefas- God, fo now he en-^ 
^ deavoured to. prevail. wiUi.ChriÂiaiis topjacc^the Cod ^ which they 

* adore upon, the level with creattire^ : T^ac* thareforet both: thé* 
^ glory, and. the pietyi of GonJbintinc were: ooncemed to preferve 
' the work of God;, by. deftroying that of the Devil, and to deliver 
^' the. Church from an enemy^ . wha. madje^ a more dangerous, war 
^' againft her,, than ever, the- TyrantsJuuL dgoea^.the^hc^gj^t of their 

* xnoSt cruel, wrfecutions. , , , 

(m) The Patriarch having fmiifaed his. dHcourfe, the. whole aflem^ 
tiJyimmediately caft their eyes, with. an. incredible earneftneis, upon 
Çonftantine^ and by 9 pro^Diind ûleiice expreibd. their defire and 
çjspeâatioouto.hesir. whar ha. wqi4d;fay to them* Upon* which that 
^), BrincC) who was naturaUy eloquenr» and had. befides improved 
l^inifelf * by . ftudy« modeftly lifting up his eyes, looked, foimd iipon 
tbao great'company. with} an agreeable fmile and fsveecneis altogether 
ààmiusii (â), then hajvina . recoUeâedr himfelf a. little, and ftiU 
ytfsmgf inatnvijeftict;, poftprei he,,wiph.& vefy^ grave and moderate 
tqBe,,fpQ]De;:alfX)oft theie vfovdf,rriifhifh we]XÇicçivcd.fyoisii one, that 
^ard- hica ,(f) ^' As Lam- more, obliged than any^.maa. to return 
** thanks to thegreatiGodiof hoaven- and, earth for* the majpy bener 
^ if cs which he has- fhowered down upon jme ; I x>wn . that it is more par* 
** ticularly upon q^KP^^^^^o that I oug^«to..rçncw my endeavaurs 
?*• for the difohargeof, tl^ duty, hccaufe.hy. feeing yc^. thus gflenv? 
?^'bted in thk-fkordi Council, I; receive* the* greateft of bieflingSi 
•• which I have fo much defircd, in-order to deliver us from the 
?* greateft* of evils. We have, overcome the tyrants who had do* 
^^ dared war ag^inft: the* true Religion,; and condmied it a&er fo 

^ bloody a manner, by fpilting the blood of fo many;Manyxss .we 

. . "■ . 

' (/) Athtnaf. Or. 4. cont. Ari. Theod. /. c. z* («) Eufeb. (») VHlor. 

in Co A. (#) SMTtf» y (pj E«febt es^e0• :>oso«» Tbeodoi; U i»'c. 7* 

Niccph.l. S.ff.i^ 

" have 
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A.D. ^^ have canfed it to trimnph over its merakis meaites^ bf tlieaB- 
715. ^^'powerlbl arm of the Saiionr of the «orld, who gave is tî&eny, 
fightiiç under (f) hisbanaer. I thought nochii^ ranûoed â&tr 
this tritunphy but to enjoy with yon an entire tnnqnilfity, is tbe 
irnit of fiich happj fncceb, by caofing the worfhip of the tine 
God, the author of all this happinels, toflonrifh throoghotit this 
Empire. This was what I wasexpe&ing, when, to nry great grié^ 
I was informed, that we had an enemy more dangenms tfamnià the 
tyrants ftill to encoonter ; I mean, that unhappy dtrifion upon 
•the moft inrportuir points of Refigion, vrfiich die Devils Ime 
caofed amougll yov in revei^ fior the lois of their attars and 
facrifices. It is this, (and yoa are ienfible of it at dus time by 
too wofbl experience ; )itisthis, Iiky,thatbtfaemoftterT2rieper- 
fecotion that the Chmdi can fnfer. Forindeed,tfae ragt of dboft 
whom we have lately conquered was confined to men^ bodies wfaidi 
it made more gIorioiis,by caufing them to bear the maxlcs of thecob- 
ftancy and refblntion of the foul, as we fee and revercnoe in the per- 
fons of thofe illaftriocsConfeflbrs of JESUS CHRIST that are hot 
prefnit: But the fury of the divifion that is amongft joii,%reaiti^ 
(elf into your hearts and minds, ftirsyoo up againft one anodier, di- 
fturbs your peace, deftroys the ftith, by rendnngit doobtfid, ft 

every place with tumolts and difbrders; and after all,expQlèsoor Re- [ 
ligion to the fix)m, derifion and blaiphemîes of oar adfofirio^ 
who thence tdbe advantage to revile it. To remedy ib great anevi^ 
I thoi^t nothing woold be fo powerfnl, as the whole Churdi aft- 
ii^ with authority -in this holy afismbly, which repicfe m s ie. I 
have contributed on my part all that I thoi^t xeqnifite ftrdr 
calling of it ; and now that I fee it fb numerous, and lb fid of 
great men, I feel within me a pleafure which I cannot e^wcfiio 
you. Fori make no doubt, but that as you are here nrited is 
one body, you will alio unite in one mind, in order to idbit 
peace to the Church. Go on then, Minifters of the great G64 
go on unanimoufly together, and remove the caule of this difo 
der; determining, by the oracles of the lacred writings^ wlrf 
onght to believed upon the point in difpute. Tou may deliver y«tf 
opinions freely upon this matter at prefent; but atlaftyouoflli 
all unite in one opinion, to put an end to the omtroverfy. I oidtf 
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yoa to do ic ts jrour Emperor and Mafter ; and I intreat you like- A. D. 
wife, as one that has the honour with you to be fervant to the 32$. 
fame Lord and the fame Mafter, whom we ferve and adore ; which 
if you do, you render to God an acceptable fervice ; and you will 
*' likewife, I muft tell you, oblige your Emperor, who expeôs this 
*^ from you, as a benefit for which he will be accountable." 

(q) He fpoke this in Latin to keep up the dignity of the Empire ; 
and one of his fecretaries read it immediately after in Greek, for the 
iatisfaâion of the whole affembly, (r) who received it with great ac- 
clamations. Afterwards, thofe who prefided in the Council declared, 
in few words, the occafion of their meeting, and what it was which 
they were to determine. 

Then Eufebius of Nicomedia and his followers, feeing plainly that 
there was no remedy left for them, if in the Emperor's prefence they 
did not gain fome advantage by difputing, ufed their utmoft endea- 
vours to carry it for their opinion, or, at leaft, to hinder a definitive 
fentence, by the difficulties which they ftarted. On the other fide, 
the Orthodox, continuing refolute in defence of the truth, and be- 
coming more bold by the prefence of a Prince, who had fo much 
^eal and piety, and fudi good intentions, oppofed, with more force 
thtfi ever, the &Ife fnbtleties of thefe hereticks, by the great truths 
of the Scripture, and the ancient belief of the Church, from the 
ApofUes down to that time ; fo that each party being heated, no- 
thing was ever . difputed with more violence than upon this occa* 
iion. 

: (x) Conftan tine, who had a mind to bring them to a union impercept- 
■'' ably 4tnd by fair means, heard both fides with extraordinary patience ; 
^ commended one, reftrained the heat and violence of another ; cau- 
V ièd thofe who ran. from the point in hand, to return to it ; foftned 
' )?h#t^^cf expreflions were harlh , and prevented the breaking in 
r upon order, ipeakiBgfami^arly in Greek to all, inviting them to 
' ûffcte, add bringing over the greateft part of thofe, who, through 
a defire of vanquifliing, or ihame of yielding, continued fiill obftinate 
in their panicularopiniouv In fhort, he forgot nothing that an ex- 
cellent moderator could do, to preferve order and keep them within 
L bounds, and put an end^ fb happily as he did, to the difpute that was 
^ u this Council. 

(q) Eufeb. (r) Btifeb* (j) EuTcb. Sozoou c.i^. 

G ' 0) For 



J. D. (t) For as foon as, by the Empeitor's order, they àatm to^Wte; 
3^5' above three hundred Bifhops unanimoufly declared fer the CadJdBck 
verity, which they had all along fo refolutely defended in the vaqA 
of the difpute ; and the Son of God, to the great joy of (if) Coii-' 
ftantine, was declared to be confubftandal with his Father» and en- 
tirely equal to him in all his divine perfeftions, according to die 
form of Faith drawn up by Hofius, one (x) of the Prefidants of 
the Council ,* and they (y) publifhed the condemnation of the de- 
teftable doftrine of Arius ; which being reduced to feveral propo* 
(irions, was anathematized, together with all thofe who were maiiK 
tainers of it. 

(z,) Eufebius of Nicomedia, with (izteen Bifliops of his party, wil- 
ling to ufe their utmoft endeavours, oppofed the decree, and rejeâed 
with fcorn the word Omfubftatuial : But €x>nftantine forthindi de^ 
clared, that he would have what had been determined inviolably ob- 
ferved ; and that if any one refiifed to inbmitt to it, he would fend 
him into banifliment, and exclude him from the ibciety of men, ast 
wicked and impious wretch, (a) who rebelled againft the de cr e es of 
God himfelf. For which reaibn, the greateft part of them, who 
were unwilling to incurr the Emperor's difpli^ure, and die lofi of 
their Bifhopricks, foon refblved to fuit themfelves to the times^ and 
to fign whatever they fhould be required : (b) But efpedrily Eoft- 
bius of Czfarea, who, tho' he was in fufpence at firft what to dO| ^ 
had even declared that he would not fign; yet, after having oonfi- 
dered of it diu'ing the night, (c) he thought it better to preierve hio* 
felf in his metropolitan Church, and the Emperor's £ivour> tfiati ia tbtr 
of Eufebius of Nicomedia, with whom he had made fo dole a faeak' 
ihip, only to advance himfelf at Court by his means. Wherefinei (fe 
next morning, quitting his party, he came in full Coancil and Ab- 
fcribed without referve, to the Confubfbntiality of the Wosdj, wi 
the condemnation of Arius ; {d) though in writing to his Ghaichb ' 
he did a few days after, he ufed fo much difguife and ardfiob m (r) 
explaining the xtrm Confutftamial, as plainly fliewed that, to file ta 
credit, he would be thought not to have changed ; and that hé il 

(t) Niceph. 1. 8. c. itf. (tt) Athan. ad Jovian, de fide. Epift. alSrit 

Socr. lib. I. cap.5. (x) SiêNotes abav§ (y) KuS. 1. <• c. 7. Socr.lik of^^l 
(z) Sozom. lib. i. cap. 19. (a) Sozom. cap.ao. (b) Sosom. iMr9^\ 

lib. I. cap. 5. (c) Athaa.de deer. coat. Ari. (i) Aduo. UU^ fftl 

Euleb. afud Socr. cap. f . Q^ («} Theodor. lib. i. cap. x^^ ' 
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along tinderftood it according to the fenfe and meaning which he ^' D. 
gave it. Jiy. 

In the. mean time, theBifijiopcf Nîcomedîa, furprized at feeing 
himfclf ^efefted by the greateft part of his creatures, began to con- 
fult with the few Bifliops that he had left, how they might appeafe 
the ftorm that threatned them, without being obliged to fubfcribe 
to the Onhodox confeflion of Faith ; and after all , they agreed 
that there was but one remedy, and that was to prefent another 
confeflion , couched in terms leis difagreeable, which the Council 
might receive for the fake of peace , and they themfelves after- 
wards interpret after their own way, and in the fenfe which they 
kept concealed, in order to publifli it at a litter opportimity. Hav- 
ing then compofed fuch confeffion of Faith, they prefented it to the 
Council, as containing the fame doârine that had been eftabliflied, 
and ditfering in nothing but a &w exprefliçois , which (iaid they) 
ought not to hinder their uniting all together in the fame opinion. 
But as foon as they faw that the term OmfiUffimttial ^ and the 
Gondemnation d the doârine of Arius, (/) who had been ana- 
thematited, becauie he ftill perfifted in his herefy, was not in it ; 
then the whole affembly began to cry, with one voice, that that 
confeflion was â mere cheat and delufion, which only concealed their 
error under equivocal terms, to prevent its being juftly condemned ; 
and this was carried on with fo nuich heat, that they caufed it to be 
tome immecfiately in the prefence of thofe Bifliops who had prefented 
ft, and whom they openly flyled rebels againft God, and tray tors to 
Religion. This fo confoimded thofe that canie with Eufebius, that 
Menophantus of Ephefus, Patrophilus of Sythopolîs, Narciflus of 
Neronias, and Maris of Chalcedon, who were the chief of his friends, 
quitted him, and went at that infl:ant and fubfcribed the Coundrs 
confeflion of Faith ; fo that Eufebius had no body now left with him 
bat Thcognis of Nice , Theonas of Marmorica, and Sccundus of 
Ptolemais. 

Eufebius however would not yield yet ; for what will not an 
head of a party do, efpecially in Religion, to maintain his ground, 
and ptefeirvc the authority that he has gained over thofe of his fed? 
For this pupofe he devifed a fubtlety, of which he was the firft in- 
ventor, and which he thought would be very proper to defend him 

(J) Socr. lib. I*, cap. 5. Sozom. lib. i. cap. io« Theodor. lib. cap. 7- 

- G 2 "^"^ 
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A. D. from the thunder-claps which he expeôed on the part of the Conn'* 
325. cil, by being depofed; and from the Emperor, by being bânilkedè 
There (g) were two parts in the form drawn up by HoGus ; one was 
that confeffion of Faith which we daily make in the Nicenc Creed» 
where the word Conjuhftantial was made ufe of; the other the oondem* 
nation of certain propofitions taken from Arius's books and difoourfes. 
The firft contained only the juftice of the caufe,being a plain expofition 
of the Catholick Faith : In the fécond, both the matter of faft and 
right were joined together in a condemnation of the doârine of Arîûs, 
included in thofe propofitions. Eufebius, after having well couiGdered 
the confeflion of Faith, concluded with himfelf, that the only way 
to perplex the Fathers, andpreferve his own party in following the 
doârine of Arius, was to make a diftinâion between the matter of fââ 
and the matter of right. He therefore reprefented to the Council, in 
very refpeâ&l terms, ^^ That he fubmitted to their déterminations» 
{h) concerning the Faith, and confented to fubfcribe to it, even adr 
mitting the word Confuhfiotttialy according to the genuine {^nifica« 
tion of it, and confequently that he held no erroneous opinion : But 
that as for the condenmation of Arius, he could not fubfcribe to 
it ; not that he had a mind to rejeâ the points of Faith which they 
had decided , but becaufe he did not think that he, whom they acr 
cufed, was in the error that they laid to his charge : That, on the 
contrary, he was entirely pcrfuaded, by the letters which he re- 
ceived from him, and by the conferences which he had Jiad with 
him, that he was a man whofe fentiments were entirely different 
*^ from thofe for which he was condemned. ^ It is hard to conceive 
a greater piece of impudence, fupported by lejfs good fenfe and judg- 
ment, than that of this Bifhop upon this occafion : For they had 
by them the writings of Arius, which had been juft read and examined 
in the Council : He had been often heard to explain his meaning ia 
the difpute ; and yet his proteôor durft aflcrt, in oppofition to the 
whole affembly of Fathers, that they did not rightly take nar iin- 
derftand the fenfe of his wordsi and that it was a matter of fia 
which was not be queflioned: So true is it, that after paiEon has once 
feduced the mind, it is aftuated aft-envards only by the will^ which 
is blind, and hinders us at length from feeing any thing as it is;, and 
makes us imagine we fee that which is not. But the Council was fo 

^ Athaa. ad Joriaa. de fids^ (b) UMl, EoCd». «>dS$er,Jib. <. <ap. as.' 
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ciinged at this wty of proceedîflg, that perceiviog him to conri- A. I>. 
nue ftill inflexible in this obftinate refolution which he had taken j 325- 
(f) not tofiibfcribe to the condemnation of Arius, under pretence 
that it concerned a matter of izGt^ wtuch he might /udge of by hi$ 
ears and eyes, they condemned thofe four Bifhops as hereticks, and 
deprived them of their fees. They even chofe two others to put in 
the places of Eufebius and Theognis, namely^ Amphion for Nicome* 
dia, and Chreftus for Nice'; being well afTured^ that Conftantine 
would not fail to fupport their fçntence. (Jk) 

After this» thefe rebels being ezduded» the C>uncil finifhed» in 
ievenri other fittings, the two points concerning the celebration of 
(0 Eafter, and the caufe of Meh'tiu$, author of the ichifin in £• 
gypt» which remained to be decided. Melitjys was oobfined to his city 
ot Lyons, retai^g only .the name of. a Biflic^, and being prohibited 
from exerdfing any of the funâions ; and Eafter was ordered to be 
celebrated throughout the whole Church no longer after the Jewifli 
manper» on the fourteenth d^y of the moon's age ; . but according to 
the tradition of the; Âpoftles, on the Sunday followipg the firft full 
moon a^er. the Vemal Equinox i Which, the G)un(;il fignified, 
tether With t;be xondemnadon of Axius, iii a Synodiç«i (m) letter» 
addreiled to all the Churches under the Patriarch of Alexandria. 

In thq mean time, Confiantine apply d himfelf on bi^ part to le- 
opnd the Council» if^ith all the vigour that could be expeâed, from ap 
lEiiipdror, who had fo lauch zeal And jautHoricy. (») He rcondemned 
J^riiis to baniflunent ; and at the fame time wjoie particular letters 
to the people of Alexandria» whom that heretidc had firft taint- 
ed with his. errors; and. after the condemi^tion of that ippious . 
wretch» he obliged them to unite all together^ hi the fiiith of the 
ilicene Faxhçrs» whofe decifions , (he find) wisre thofe of God him- - 
felf. 

(0) He fent circular letters in form of an edi& to the Biftibps and \ 
Magifkrates of every dty» in. which he ordered that Anus and his 

(r)Thtodor. lib. i. cap.7. £ptft. Syn.«d k\tx..dfudSoct4 1. uc.C** Socr. lib. i. 
<ap* 5. TKeodor.'L i. caf. 10. Sozom. 1. 1. cap.2x>. (k) Theodor. Ub. i.cap» j. 
if) Sm Noiit mh9Q9j p. !• and Rrideaux Connect. Pact U. £. IV. f. x^ . (m) 

jSocr. lib. I. cap. é. (n) Sozoau ibid* RdT. lib. if. cap* 5. Soaat« l.i. c ^. 

iê) joion. lib. r • «apr aa Soaac iksd. 

difeiplea^.. 
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A. D. difinples, fince they bad reneiwed the impiaty of the philolbpheir (» 
;i$. Porphyrius, who had written lèverai abominable books, againft the 
truth of the ChrifHaa Rçlig^pn^; (houlfl^ .from tjbenœ-ferwiard be cal- 
led PorphyrianSj in ordor to; carry th^infSuny of tbdr origiiialin thdr 
name. And as the writings of that philofopher (;) were )>iimt hj 
order of this fame Emperor» who alfo pnnifhed him with baufliment, 
fo the books of this arch-heredck were burnt likewife ; every one 
being forbidden, upon pain of death, to fave fo much as one of 
them; for his head was to be ôit off as foon as he wû taken. (r)'Iliis 
concerns chiefly a very abominable book of Ariiiis's, endtted; ^AàÊâ^ 
that is, a feaîft, dr^ father a lewd entertainment, which die Conadl 
had prohibited all the &ithful from reading, {s) For befides the blaf- 
phemies againft JefUsChnft» which it contained, to make hiooielf nxne 
acceptable to the libeftiâes agd women of CO Alezairdîia, whom abore 
all he endeavoured td win over to his party ; . this * ti^eked man had 
compofed it in a foft and pleafimt ftyle, and in a fbrc of flioit veriest 
which a certain bad poet of Candia^ called Sofkdes^ had ioveoted in 
thé loilick jdiirleift, fbr the reciting and finging the mpft eaeoable im- 
puritieii lA the hei^t of their lewd entertainments. ' 
' This is what the Emperor decieed againft Arius andhis difiâplèi: 
And as for (he four Bifiiops who refiifed to fabfcribe to His ooodem- 
nation ; after they were condemned and deprived by the Coddo^ (u) 
hfe commanded them to be carried into banifhment. Thîç /uft ^cv^ 
xity of Confiantine, and his Unfhaken cofnftancy, even' agamft \m, 
who, by the ftvour of the Emptels Conftantia, was ûkéo^ tD 
have great intereft at court, brought thefe rebels' to themfebfli 
abated their pride, and made them, in appearance at lea^ to do 
whatever they were required, (x) For, in the firft place» Afi\9, lal 
his two chief diiciples Euzoïus and Achillas, pretead^ to'ttiiimco 
the Faith, and to be perfeftly undeceived, begging pardbn cf tk 
Council, and humbly intreating the Fathers to admitt thexn i 



(^> H# WMi a léârmd b^sPhut^ hern at Tyre, A.I>. xn, amd $bêmeéUhà1Êààim\ 
vjhicby upon hi r going into Greece, be changed for Porphyrhis, a Grg^k word tfûifâm 
figfùficatiêu MS the othwintbê Phœaician languagt: H^' ètok MgmltM fà^XSUÈfi 
Reilgion, (to ^Meh ho noas a hitter onomy} was anfwtnd hy St. Jfimn_ ?Sm 
Conncû. P, IL B. III. p. 205. (q) Iter, im Chr. (r) Socr. Kb. x. m.1 

Sozttin. L I. c. £o. Athan. or. i. cont. Arian. de tent. (s) Dma coot» Ar. Sdi 

(t) Mart. Epigr. lib. 2. (u) Sozom. cap. » j. Socr. cap. %. Ep^ Sm. Aimmk. 

apud Socr. cap. 6. (x) Libell.Eufeb. apud Socr. cap. 10. Hier. dUal. adv.Laci 
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^^pielfaux?/ fwéd^ véiy tcidy to ftdsiyîdlim, *iid ur.^. 

tD fabimtc td'tkem in i^teiy'thfli^/^intlieut^xoeptiaii. - ï)hirO>ttidl, jaj. 
imitttiog the geodnefs of him whom they rep refim teds ^Ukl who <fe- 
tSvetfa notche dettk of afianer^ bat nther that ihe ihould be con* 
.verted'odlive» nwiiiied dieir reqneft gncMufly; ntf imifed them to 
4ie osUèd tiito tile itfTeflttblf^ '(y) whéit» tffeér lifivk%|[hné fiitisfitâion 
db every thing that was a^béd them, «id publickly afc/lihsd «heir He-- 
«xefy, they were re-eftablilhed id the eie»^ of their Minifterial 
jcffice, i^n conditioD nevertfaelefs fiot to -ntaro ^uqr. more to Alex- 
.andria, idben they bad beftntheooM^ of ifoasqch difindèr. The 
two Afiricoi Biihops/ Tbi!Of!afi df Mà&imwiç «adfiftniadiiy of'l^b- 
Jem»^ who^hUndly followed Axiiis, and weie- thé firft tliat were-ic- 
4iaced by him, fcdlowed his example;, and. leccived tfaelifce favonr. 

7his hdl Ardba qàite aarfboBded Enfebins»; he £aiind himicif re- 
iduced to die )aft exticmitt, being left akxaA alone^ and ibxia^ 
«aeiy body^ reaoqit) aoly f'tae. £iflio|ij^wlio vas Thoognix^ of Nice, 
mho àhmlfs ioBowéd bis tfixitaae. - ^ He- imew ttaiy ;welirtbat Can^ 
.Ûie^socdiBr was grâig to. be put ineaeention agatitfthim jiandfince 
rfab could not bring himijslf to a xefidntien af iq ui c tin g the Court, 
^rindi he was pafionataty^bnd o^ nrnoi Jofingib ^doï ai^ffiihoprick, 
^ahich ItfJiad ijaarehafiKlf byiBKUKTfU^ br.atJeDgtbiÊhofe 

jnttber to debaîfe andbumbfeinaaSflf &r the prèfienty hi oifdér to pre- 
fsnt him&If in: bis poft, where be aiigiit eafily find att.opp<»rtiuiity 
wi fifing again» (x) Vet this pmpofe, he^employeâ the tûoSt power- 
ifal: fijends JmioIûiA atCooxt -to intercede fttf bim with the Smperor ; 
and at.tfae fiuMîitiaie-faey'WitfaTfaeogms of Niœ^ {tf):pielented a 
•petition totfae GBQncU>v.dxprefied in 'the moft bumble and aefpeâftU 
ienns. They tbexeinxioprefeBted, That indeed they had be£3re been 
niwilling to fahfiaibe to Arittsi's* condemnation, becanfe they had 
jthoo^that be waX' not in xeafity a man c£ fnch ientimentS' as were 
a m ibup ted tt^^hiib; bar dut nowthey were relbbed to fubmitt their 
4>pinion totiie Yi0l|^ Council in thpff mattier, and do do whatever they 
appointed : That, bowerer,) they did not do this out of any fear 
g£ baniflmienx, to which they were condemned, bat only that they 
ini^not beaoooantedhexenclB,byperfifting in their lefidal: That 
fince Arias himfS^U^ who was the onxxk of the mifchief, and more 



(y) Secf. lUf. («) ^ift.Coiift. ad Micom. apod Tlicod* Li. c lo, M 1^* 
LRifebt&TliccpusfdSQcrtLi^ <«io>. 

criminal 



A.D. crkniiuit.thtu.wyj had been received into&voiirî k ww vbtfA 
.315. chat they snrho had only erred through feUowing luiiib fltouldbecom 
more guilty by their filence» or be refufed the fiune fiivqur when 
they defired it : That they moft humbly intreated theTttiieri xoxk 
•their good offices for them with the Emperor; aadcin the ineui rin^ 
to enjoin them whatever they,, in their wi£^, ihoold tbiok zeqnh 
fite. All the Fathers, who ardently defiied to have all the mcmbcn 
of the Cotmcil re-united together» with open arms vroeived tiiefb 
Bifliops who returned laft to their duty, and feelned tOihc^ék&éL 
: wâth a^ (incéare repentance, which they ezpiefled by th«ir ibiuqilntioB. 
What was moft eztraQrdinary at this junâurc^ was^ thtt-tt die fane 
- time that the Fathers went to intercede fioor the Bifliops witlr the Em- 
peror , that Prince, prevailed upon by the humble intreaties of Eih 
febius's friends, was alfo about to deîSre the Coundl to be meitîibi 
to them, and reftore them again if they fubmittcd : Cf) '•& chat both 
the one and the other finding in themièlves the fiune Jfiivborabk 
difpofition towards them, they were reftored by the Gouiid^ Mni the 
Emperor reverfed the fentence which he had given i^nnft them. 
Thus was the hicxefy of Arius condemned, with one coatlGnit, l>y the 
three hundred and eighteen JBifliops, . who fubicribed this oonde» 
nation , and the pro&ffion of Faith, which confirniS(tke Cwftl/jji 
tiaiitj of the Word of God. (c) After which, they drew tip die De- 
crees and Canons of this holy Council, which were, fene to Sylveier 
then Bifliop of Rome, who, in the thirteenth Coundl of Rome^ wfacR 
there were prefent two hundred and feventy, five Kfliops, «Mi/iju iij 
them in thefb words: ^* We confirm with our mimrii fl|^f winch htr 
' been decreed at Nice, a city of Bithynia, by, the thitc Inrndred ui 
eighteen holy Bifliops, for the good of the Cathofidb and ApoAdidk 
Church, Mother of the Faithful. We anathematize «U tfaoft «fe 
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'* fliall dare to contradiâ the Decrees of the great and hc^Omà 

'* which was aiTembled «Nice, in the prefen^ :Qf thac mo&tmm 
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and venerable Prince the Emperor Cbnftntidiie.'' And n> tiM^ 
all th& Bifliops anfwered , ** We confent to it." 

Every thing being thus finiflied at Nice, the holy Coniidl, «Inch 
had begun the 19th of June, was happily put hn end to cfae id) zfdi rf 

(h) Epift. Conft. ad Micomed. apud Theod. 1. i . c. 1,. lUr. adv. Lucifer. Sacr. 
1. I.e. 10. Soxom. L i. c. 15. (0 Dion. Exig. Pwf. Cons. Nic«u » Col- 

lea. Crefcon Cone. Ro». F. i. Cone. (^d) Cooc. Chalc. ad. i. CbUea" ûî 
MO. Eufeb. hb. j. de vita Conlt. cap. 14. *«•««««». \-«r, 
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Augiift» . in the fame yçuur of our Lord 3%$. fo the incredible joy of ji. D. 
(e) Con&taxtiney who never grew weary of giving continual thanks to 325. 
God, that fo fatal a divifion being rooted out, he at length fkw all 
the Churches of thejEi^ and W9iL,rer:V°^^ together, by the bond 
of the fame fpirit, in the;Githalick belie£ He laid,, that after having 
overcome the Tyrants that diiputed the Empire with him, he had 
now gained another viâory , which he efteemed more glorious, it 
being againft the enemy of the Church; ^mdit was but right that 
they (hould celebrate a. ib)emn fefiival, as^ a, triumph dedicated to 
JESUSCHRIST. It happened ai&,'by lucky chance, (f) that 
the junâure of time fell out very favourable ■ to this defign : «For it 
was the twentieth year of his Empire, which was to be celebrated 
with publick teftimonies of joy, according to a cuftom which was ob- 
jGerved every five years, and ftill more folemnly. evçry tenth. Befides, 
h^viag ten years before created ,his eldeit ion Conftantine, Cacfar ; he 
defigned |to. raife his (s) feppnd fon Conftantius to the fame dignity, 
declaring him as well as his brother fucceiTor to the Empire, (h) He 
therefore ordered that the feftival, which ufed to be made upon this 
occaiion at the beginning of . the year, fliould be renewed for the 
lake of the Nicene Fathers with more, than ordinary, nu^ificence: 
In the firft. place , by publick prayers for the Emperor's fafety, 
which he had appointed inflead of the iacrifices that were in ufe be- 
fore : In the next place, by publick games, banquets, combats, and 
^ publick (hews; with all other forts of diyerfions and xejoycing. 
' And it being the cuflom, during that folemiîity^ to make'â Finegyrick' 
' upon the Prince , (/) that honour was ^ven to EuTebius of Carfarea, 
who employed all the force and ornament of eloquence upon that 
fubjeâ, in the prefence of all the fathers of the 0)uncil, who fur- 
rounded the Emperor » vfhofk great yertues, land uncommon zeal and 
piety, he extdled to the skies, by conunêndations no lefs true than 
extraordinary. 

Befides, this admirable Prince, to do the more honour to the Fa- 
thers, concluded this great feftival with the moft magnificent enter- 
tainment that ever was lêen^i which all the Council had the honour 
r to partake of in his own palace, (k) The whole three hundred and 
^ eighteen BifhopS were invited ; and there was not one of all the great 

^ (0 5f#Tillem. Coac. dc Nice. (f) Ibid. (/() Eufeb. lib. 4. cap. 40. 

K "v (b) Sozom. lib. i. op. ulc (0 Eufeb. Prxfac. in vit.Conft. (Jlr) Eufeb. 
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A. D. Saints who were p refen t tt that tngiift tflemUy, tfair excofed liim' 
715. felf, either tipon the acconflt of his great 1^, or t6e avAerky oC 
life whodi he profeflêd. They all recrived that faonoiir wicfa abmH 
dance of refpeâ, as it were to confiscrate^ hf tbek prefeaee, tfe 
niagni fi cenc c which that great Prinee Viewed ooly to honoiir<jod ia 
his Minifters. Eufebins, who was oae <rf the chief of the gtieA^ 
fa>'S3 that what he there (aw, was beyond whatever the fDoft «fciifol 
in the art of ipeddng or defcribrng could ezpxe& Conffamtiiir, wiio 
i^ent to the aâêmbly of die Fathers almoft lik-a prmrte jj^erfini^ widi- 
out guards, ordered them, when they canne to this his entereainnes^ 
to be rfecet ved with the fame ceremony as the Emperor hmfelf. Hxy 
entred the Palace through two ranks of die guards, placed, with their 
fwords drawn, on each fide the ftr eet s , the court, and the halls, quite 
lip to th^ Prince's todgii^, .who received them mth a fort of religious 
veneration, even killing the wounds of fuch as bore tfaofe glorions 
(i) marks of their conftancy in conieffing JES US C H R I S T under 
their torCures. The moft confiderable amongft them, as the Fh 
triarchs, Hofîus, &c. he fet at his own table ; the reft were &t ix 
feveral câbles, placed in die roon\s next adjoyning. The order and 
magnificence, nuniber and variety of the difhes, and the pladogand 
ftacely attendance, had fo admirable an efeâ, that we coubi not 
form, lays Eufebius, a brighter image of the glory of JESUS 
CHRIST, even m his kingdom ; and that refleâing with himfelf 
upon thofe pleafing objeâs , he could not think bat diat it ym 
rather a dream than any thing real : So much did that which as 
then performed, furpafs what feemed poffible to be done. Tetir 
went ftill fanher ; for at the end of the fcaft, before they lofe fiwi 
table, every one had magnificent prefents fent him, -according to hi^ 
rank and quality, but ftill proportiopable to the greatne(s of fou/ «nd 
majefty of Q)nftantine. And to make every body preferve the me- 
mory of that great day, and (m) the happy finilhing of the Coaodl, 
which was the caufe of that rejoycing, as procuring peace to cfic 
Church , he caufed a prodigious fum of money to be diftnbatcc! 
to the people in the cities and country thereabouts. 

In (hart, when the Bi(hops were about to return to their Chnnte 
he cfiufed them to affemble once more for the laft time in his patet.. 

(0 Theo<lor. lib. i. cap. 11. (m) Eureb, Md. 
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(k) he made an excellent diicourib to recommend to them the peace 
of the Church, Co) which they might preferve, by inviolably keeping 
flmongft themfelves a perfeâ union both of heart and mind, in a 
unity of doârioe, and conformity of opinion, to what the Holy 
Ghoft had by them now eftabliflied in the Council : After which he 
concluded, with befeeching them to offer continually their ardent 
prayers to God, for him, his children, and his Empire. The Bifliops, 
overcome with joy, were at a lofs for terms flrong enough to exprefs 
^ their thanks to the Emperor ; but that Prince, who put no bounds to 
his care and generofîty, when the ferrice of God and his Church 
was concerned, furprifed them ftill more, when he fhewed them the 
letters which he had ordered to be difpatched to ail the Bifhops who 
were abfent from the Council, to oblige them to receive and obferve 
what had been decided in it ; (f) and likewife others to all his Lieu- 
tenants throughout the Empire, whom he ordered to diftribute 
yearly to poor widovi'S, and virgins that had dedicated themfelves 
to Religion , and to all the Miniflers of the Churches a certain 
meafure of corn, which contained abundance more than was fulH- 
dent for their maintenance. This done, he difmifled them ; and thofe 
holy Bifliops having embraced each other, and being loaded with fa- 
vours and honours, as well as filled with joy, returned to their feveral 
Churches , diiplaying all over the world the tokens of the viâory 
of J E S U S C H R I S T, and the glory of Conflantine. 



(»} Eufeb. lib. J. np. to. 
Thcodar. lib. i. «p. ii. 



fo) Sozom. cap. ulc. 
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H E Heat of ArUmfro feeroed now to be utterly 
extinguifhed, as wellby the unanimous con- 
ienti with which it was condemoed by the Bi- 
fiiops allcmbledin theCouncil of Nice,as bydie 
foletnn abjuration which Arius himfelf and his 
followers had made of their Doârine : But ic 
foon appeared that the fire only lay concealed, 
that it might afterwards do the more mifchief. 
Let us DOW fee by what artifices and fecret contrivances they were 
able, not only to keep on foot, but to make more powerful a party that 
was looked upon as entirely ruined, and which durft not declare 
tliemfelves. 

Eulèbius of Nicomedia, who knew that the greateft part of hts^ 
friends, cfpccially Arius, had, as well as h'lmfelf, only figncd the Ni- 
ccne confeition out of complaifance or fear, having aflcmbled them 
together, found no difficulty to bring them to their firmer difpofition, 
and make them refolve never to quit their enterprize. All that re- 
I mained 



3>S- 
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ji, D. TT^l^cd^ VIS to eoofider by what means diey Ihoold aooompfifh k; 
ri^ fo That after haviog irell confideied the maner, tfaey xcfblved apoa 
thefe four things : Firft, That ir was neceââry todMrmhlc wich God- 
ftantiae, whofe ur.ihaken ftcadincft in the Faith they were not qih 
acquainted with ; and that in cxpeâatioD of a nxire £ivoiirable op- 
portunity, they ihouM always declare that they ftncktothe dedfions. 
of the Council. Secor.clv, That thev fhould make it their bafineû 
to Itrengthen their pany, by gaining under-hand as many as they 
couid, efpedaJly at Court. Tnirdly, That they fnouI4 endeavour 
to ruin thoie who oppofed their de/IgDs ; but rfpecially Athanafias, 
who defended Alexander the Patriarch their enemy, (a) and who wis 
the moft powerful adverfary that had oppofed them in the Council 
Lafily, That they Ihould fer all tl;eir engines at work, to (t) rc- 
eftabliAi Arius in Alexandria, that he might recover the credit and 
intereft which he had there before his ccuidemnation, which by that 
very means would appear to be unjuft. 

Thefe things being thus determined^ ereiy one begian to apply 
himfelf to the panicular part which he was to aâ ; but abore all» 
Eufebius» who was, as it were, the Ibul of the party. As he was a 
great courner , and upon all occafions fupported by the £avour of 
the Empreis Conftantia, he eafily recovered the Empexx^r's efieem ; 
tvho, beHdes, was very well fatisfied with his having fiibmitted to the 
Council, thinking he had done it heartily and finoorei^. He after- 
wards found it no difficult matter to gain feveral at Cooxr, whom he 
drew over to him by all manner of artifioes, they ei^eâii^ to iw 
great advantages from his favour; So that having gotten a gmt 
number of dependents, in whom he could confide» he tho»fat hiiih 
fe!f in a condition to put his defîgn of ruining Athanafius in cv- 
cution, and re-eftablifiiing Arius at the firft opportuniqr, wMditko 
offered as favourable as could be defired. 

Ti.c Patriarch Alexander having now returned to Jur Chunk 
i.ctorlous, both over the Arians and C) Melitnuis, labonred nali 
all his night to keep them both in their duty^ andanke cfaemibiâif 
r bfcrvc the decrees of the Council of Nice. He pbced thoieSdiit 
r-t.Lks in :he very (c) loweft rank that they were reduced toly 
c:.c Council : And as the herefy of the other had begun by aPrid^ 

^a) tpift. Epif. Agypt. apud Athanaf. Apol. x. (i) AthaiuL ApoLi. 

V dt Synod, turn. (• j Su Nêtt (ojB. i. p. u (gj Epiplu g^Tk 
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nrho had the care of one of the Churches of Alexandria, he would not, ^. D. 
for the ftiture, allow any Pricft to preach there ; and notwithftanding 3^5- 
his advanced age, and the vaft number of people that inhabited that 
great dty, he refenred to himfelf the fole power of preachingin.it, 
which his fucceflbrs obferved a long while after him. (d) This pro* 
ceeding fiirioufly enraged that party againft him and againft Atha- 
nafius, whom they looked upon as the author of what the Patriarch 
did. However, the good old man, wome out with years and fa- ^. 2>. 
tigues, died about fix months after his return ; (e) and the Melitians 326. 
taking advantage from his death , began to revive their fchifm iii 
Egypt. Melitius, the head of them, whom the Council thoi^ht ic 
fufEcient to fufpend from his fimftions, (f) not being fatisfied with 
having a little before ordained Arfenius Bifhop of the Hypelites, foon 
after, when he was upon his death-bed, fubftituted in his place one 
John, a creature of his, who was as wicked and feditious as himfelf. 
This man, furpaffing his predeceflTor in prefumption, aflembled all 
the fchifmaticks, and cauied Theonas, one of their faâion, to be (g) 
eleâed in the room of the Patriarch Alexander ; but he lived only 
three months after this prefiimptuous eleâion, which was rejeâed 
and looked upon as of no £3rce in Alexandria. And us foon.as Atfaa- 
nafius, whom his Patriarch had £ent to Court about fbme a&irs of 
the Church, was returned, a fynod of all the oithodox Bifhops of (h) 
Egypt, Lybia, Thebaïs, and Pentapolis, made choice of him, to the 
incredible joy of the people, who came fixmi all p^rts, and with loud 
flcclamatioDS required Athttufius to be placed on the throne of & 
Mark. 

(f) The Melitians being enraged at this eleâion, and feeing that 
the Patriaidi aâed with the fame refolution as his predecelTor had 
done, they openly revolted againft him, and caufbd greater diforders 
throughout all Egypt, than had been committed by the author of 
tbeirichiim. EufU>ius of Nioomedia having been informed of thefc 
new diforders, made no queftion but that he (hould be able to bring 
diis powerful faâion over to his party, and to make ufe of it eiïeâu- 
mliy to ruin Atbanalius. (k) He therefore wrote to the chief of 
^tbe Melitians, by trufty < peiioQs, whom he fent fecredy to treat 

fd) Sozom. 1. 7. c. 19. (i) Athaiuf. Apol. i* (f) Sozom. lib.z. 
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A. D. with them, promifing to get them fecured in their dignities by in- 
325. fallible means , upon condition tluK they joined intereft with hnn, 
and finoerely embraced the friendihip which he ofiered them. The£e 
fearing the Emperor's difpleafure, who they knew was refolved fe- 
verely to puniih thofe that tranigreflfed the decrees of the G)imcii of 
Nice, willingly accepted fo advantageous anofifer; and after having 
concerted the matter with thofe who came from Eufebius, they (ent 
three deputies to Court, to carry their complaints to the Emperon 
Thefe deputies were John, whomMelitius at his death ordained Bi- 
ihop in his ftead, contrary to the decree of the G>uncil of Nice ; Cat 
linicus Bifhop of PoluHum ; and a wicked Monk,whofe name was Paph- 
nutius. Thefe three profeffed impoftors, ever fince the beginning of 
theSchifm, had been accuftomed to praâiiè the like villanies againft 
S. Peter of Alexandria. They advanced a great way, by attacking 
Achillas and Alexander his fucceflbrs, and made themfelves .complete 
mailers in their profeffion by accufing S. Athanafius. A$ foon as 
they came to Nicomedia, they conferred with Eufebius, who opening 
himfelf more freely to them than he had done before by his letters, 
told them, (m) that he would procure them a powerful proteâioa 
from thofe about Conflantine ; but that they, on their part, muft 
alfo grant what he defired of them, which wa$ to receive Arius and 
his followers to communion with them, that they might hereby make 
but one body and one Church for the future. The deputies made 
no difficulty of (») promifing him all that he defired, being very fure 
of their party's approbation ; fo that from thenceforward the Me* 
litians, who then were only fchifmaticks, became hereticks ; and at* 
though they had before hated the Arians, and looked upon them 
as blafphemous and impious wretches, (0) they neverthelefs united 
together, (fays S. Athanafius) like Herod and Pilate againft JESUS 
CHRIST. 

Eufebius finding himfelf fbrengthened by fo confiderable a fiidioD» 
began to put in execution what he had projeôed againfl S. Atfaa« 
nafius. In the firfl place, he, himfelf and his friends, difpofed the 
Emperor to give a &vourable hearing to the Bifhops that came af 
deputies from Egypt, who, he told him, came to throw themfelves 
at his feet, only to beg of him that peace which the Coundl had 

(/) Synod. Alex, tpud Achanaf. Apel. i. {m) Bpiph. Arr»/* ^t: f 0) So- 
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granted thetn, and which Athanafius continually diftnrbed by his ji. D. 
violent proceedings. The deputies being informed by Eufebius, that 3^^ 
Gonftantine, who defîred nothing but the peace and tranquillity of 
the Churches^ was to be attacked on this (ide ; they told him, in a 
lamentable tone, in order to excite his compaflion, " That in them 
he faw at his feet the whole Egyptian Church, ftretching out her 
hands to him as her Father and Emperor, to implore his proteâion 
againft the violence of one (ingle man, who hindred her from en joy^ 
ing that peace (p) which he had procured to all the world, both by 
his arms and piety : That an hot and impetuous young man, puf- 
^ fed up by the reputation which he thought he had acquired in the 
^^ G>uncil, and fupported by Alexander his proteâor, who had 
*' even nominated him for his fucceflbr, contrary to the laws and the 
liberty of the Church, had thruft himfelf into die Epifcopal See of . 
Alexandria, (9) by furprize, and by the faâion of fome particular 
Bifliops, who had eleôed him in private, contrary to the inclina- 
tion of all the reft, and had maintained tfieir eleâion by force : : 
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^^ That they would have borne with thofe violent meafures, rather 
^ than difturb the peace of the Church, even by the juft oppofition 
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that might be made to that unjuft invafion ; if, abufing the authority 
which he had nfurpedy that intruder had not exercifed throughout 
Egypt a tyranny which fell nothing fliort of the perfecutions of 
Ucinius and Maximin^: That under pretence of enforcing the * 
^ laws of the Coiuicil, which every one reipeâed, they made the * 
^'Chriftians, contrary to the laws, undergo charcUhips, which the ^ 
^ Pagans themielves would not have infliâed : That thofe were daily 
•* repulfed with di^race, who by vertuc of the favour which the 
^^ Council had granted the Melidans, came and offered themfelves ' 
•* to be (r) re-admitted into the unity o£ the Church : That they fiHed • 
^ every place with diforder and iedition, by the cruelties which they 
*• exer<nfed,and which were not to be endured by a free people : That 
•* chains and imprifbnment, fcourgings and tortures, and even burn- 
f* ing itfclf, and the firing of Churches, were the ordinary means 
^ made uie of by Athaiuifius and his adherents to eftablUh their 
f* power, at the expence of many good people, whom they could not 
^ ^ endure amongft them, or in communion with them, for fear of 

Q) Sozom. 1.2. €. %u (0 t^^* ^ i^* (^) Sozom. c. xi • 
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A. D. ^^ having continually before their eyes fo many untnefles of dnr 
3 25. '^ criminal proceedings : That they moft humbly be£bught his Mt» 
jefty, whom they looked upon both as dieir mafter upon aooonm 
of his power, and as their father for his goodnefs, to empkiy the 
one in delivering them from the great mileries which they fofaedi 
by fupprefling the audacioufnefs of their periecutor i and mik 
ufe of the other in preferving their rights, kce^ng them in older, 
and enabling them to enjoy that peace which he had juft then pro- 
cured to the Church. 
A. D. Nothing was more £d(è and more eafy to be deteâed of faUhood^ 
527. than what is herealledged againft S. Athanafius: But they had laid 
it down for a maxim, never to fcruple telling a lye, which they could 
hope might be ufeful to them for a time i becaufe, before the tntth 
comes to be difcovered , which is not ufually done without fixne 
trouble, they ahrays gain over and deceive fome, who beii^ once pre- 
pofTefled, are not eafily imdeceived again. The Emperor htviog 
heard them patiently, gave them this prudent and mikl aiifWer; 
(/) That he defired nothing in this world fo much as the peace of 
the Church, according to what the Council had determined : Thic 
he was very glad to find them in a refblution to fabmitt to ir : 
That he would write into Egypt to inform him&lf of the tinth of 
things ; and that he would take care to have the peace leB^onflf 
obfen^ed, in conformity to the determinations of the Coundl. 
In the mean time, as it had been contrived with the Mditians, by 
the policy of Eufebius, other Ecclefiafticks, and even Bi(h€p% came 
daily to Court from E^pt, in order (0 to make the iame» and even 
greater complaints agaiAft S. Athanafius ; fo that it was very tmh 
ordinary that fo many reports, which followed one upon another, and 
befides, of vtry confiderable people too, who pretended to be or- 
thodox, and to have entirely fubmitted to the Council» did not aiàe 
an impreflion upon the mind of that Prince, who- had a ^ceat t^ 
fpcd for Biihops. Befides, ever fince the banning of that nontxi- 
vance, Eufebius, who had more defigns than one, and whoM^ 
mind to rcftore Arms at the fame time that he ruined Aâttivifin 
fent a perfon to that good Biftiop, whom he inftruaed what i»M 
to do after he had delivered him his letters. By thefe he JUMttd 
him very civilly to re-eftablilh Anus in Alexandria, becaufe he himfctf 

CO Eufiîb. 1. 3. c. it. (0 Sozoa. L 1. c. xu 
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was a witnds of his fubmiflion, and the obedience which he had paid A. IX 
to the Couacil : That it was fuffident to fatisfy what had been decreed 327. 
in it^ that he had been near a year without returning thither ; and 
that the true way to reftore a perfeâ unity, was to take away all 
diftindion, which would be henceforward very odious, and might 
caufe frelh diibrders. This is what Eufebius wrote in very civil 
terms, and by way of a re/peâfuî interceffion, (u) for fear of having 
his letters produced againft him at one time or other, (x) But he 
whom he fent, according to the orders which he had received, per-^ 
ceiving that Athanafius was not difpofed to give him a favourable an- 
fwer^ had recourfe to threatnings, and in£>lently told him in private, 
that he would be ruined, if he did not give iktisfaâion to thofe wha 
were fecretly fupported by the greatefl and moft powerful men at 
Coun, who could in£dlibly undo him. The Patriarch replied, with- 
out fliewing any concern^ that he would fatisfy his own conicience, 
and give an anfwer to him that iènt him. {y) He did indeed reply> 
that as they ought to reconcile HereticKs and Schifmaticks who were 
penitent, fo they ought never to truft the heads of a party, or the 
authors and inventors of an herefy, that were folemnly condemned 
by the Chiurch ; and that in con&quence of that, he was fiiUy re- 
vived not to receive them into Alexandria. And at the ikme time, 
being \nfbrmed of the deputation fent by the Melitians againft him, 
(z,) and what Eufebius, Theognis, and the Arians at Court, in dif- 
guife, had faid to Confiantine of his pretended violent meafures ; he- 
wTQte to him a full account of the truth, and informed him that John 
and the reft of hispany^ who made daily complaints at Court, were* 
£:hlfmaticks, who had been ordained after a &crilegious manner,, 
contrary to the decrees of the holy Council; that they were- 
united in intereft with the Arians, whofe errors they had even em- 
braced ; and that both the one and the- other renewed the former 
diforders throughout ^gypt^ and committed abundance of outrages 
againft the Catholicks, at the ûme time that they endeavoured ar 
Court to opprefs them by their calumnies. 

The Emperor, who had all poffible good intentions, hearing from 
each fide fuch contrary tlungs, {a) neither knew what to determine,., 
nor what exaâly he ought to think; when Eufebiusj art&illy taking . 

(n) Achan. Apol. x. (xj So20m. 1. x. c 17. fj^ Atban* ApoI« Zé 
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ji. D* ^'5 opportunity, rcprefented to him, ** That there was one good 
;27. " expedient to put an end to all the troubles of Egypt, mrithout My 
neceffity of examining the particulars that were alledged on both 
fides ; that they only need receive thofe, who, defiring the peace 
of the Cliurch, offered themfelves to be admitted into the fame 
communion, incompliance with the determinations of the Coundl ; 
and more efpecially Arius, whom all good men defired to receive 
into Alexandria, that there might be no farther pretence for a 
divifion, he being no longer feparated from his Patriarch. That 
** there was not the leaft doubt of his being entirely orthodox, bc- 
'' caufe he fo openly profeiTed the Nicene faith» and that he had 
'^ not paid the obedience that was due to theQ)unciI, becaufe he 
** had been fo long abfent from Alexandria. What likelihood is 
'^ there (faid he) of peace, if thofe, who are in his intereft in that 
^ great city, being perfuaded of the truth of his Doârine and the 
^' integrity of his )ife, do not return to the Church ; and what moie 
** effeâual means of making them return, than receiving Arius there, 
^* whofe example they would gladly follow ?" To this he added, 
*^ that he could not perceive why they had fo long excluded him, 
^' and by that, deferred a good which would have fuch happy oott- 
*' fequences, unlefs, to fay the truth, Athanafius did not love bm, 
^^ and was glad of an opportunity of revenging himfelf upon £o abk 
^^ a man, who ftood in his light, and had a mind to per&cute him 
*^ continually at the expence of the of his Church." And then be 
concluded with throwing, in a fly and artful manner, his poyCbootf 
inventions upon that holy Bifhop, giving fuch a t-um to things, thit 
he made probable, or at leaft doubdFuI, what had been faid as to lus 
being bf an imperious and violent temper, and apt to be tnmiported 
to paflion. 

Confiant! ne , who paflionately defîred the peace of the Chnxdi, 
which he looked upon as his own work, and was fomewhac uneafy io 
his mind at feeing it fb fbondifturbed by new diforders, inconteniilt 
of his authority , eafily fuflfered himfelf to be prejudiced again! { 
S. Athanafius, and concluded that fb fad a change could not have liap- 
pcned in Alexandria fince he was a Bifliop, without his having given 
ibme room for it, by too great a feverity praâifed at an unfeafimabk 
time. For which reafon, immediately laying hold of the expedient 
which was juft propoibds and which he imagined to be voy proper 
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to quiet the firft commotions, tnd root up fo great an evil at its fij ft A. D, 
beginning, he fent two gentlemen of his houfliold, Synclytius and 327. 
Gaudentius, to the Patriarch, to whom they delivered his letters ; in 
which, after having reproached him for his rigour, which was the 
caufe of fb many diforders , he required him to receive into his 
Church all {h) who ofiered themfelves to be admitted, and particu- 
larly Anus, who (he faid) had ^ven fufficient proofs of the purity 
of his faith : That if he refufed to do it, he would foon fend thofe to 
him, who (hould make him quit a place for which he was fo ill qua- 
lified, and carry him where he (hould no longer have it in his power 
to difturb any body. 

The holy Bifliop foon difcovered the artifices of the Eufebians ; 
and that he had furprized a Prince by means of his piety, which in- 
fluenced him in this matter without his perceiving it, againft his real 
intentions, which aimed at nothing elfe but imiting all Chriftians in 
the Catholick faith. He therefore returned an anfwer to him, with 
a freedom truly fkccrdotal, joined with a very great refpeftfulnefs, 
as to one who was his Mafler ; and gave him plainly to underftand, 
that Arius was no other than a traytor, who made a mock of the 
Church, by ftill retaining his herefy, by means of (*) a deceitful 
fubfcription ; and that to let Arius into Alexandria, was nothing elfe 
but (0 introducing Arianifm, by a fecret and by-way 5 that he begged 
his Majefly to make him return back, or at leaft obb'ge him to flop, 
urithout proceeding any farther in an affair, which might be attended 
with very dangerous confequences. 

(t) Eufebius feeing plainly that he muft fet other engines at work 
than he had already prepared, {à) fignified to the Melitians in Egypt, 
that now was the time to accufe the Patriarch of thofe pretended 
crimes, for which they had already fuborned witnefTes, and had the 
proofs drawn up in readinefs. They therefore fènt three new de- 
puties to court, who accufed Athanafius of having, by his own pri- 
vate authority, laid new duties upon linnen-cloth, in which they 
drove a great trade in Egypt ; and of having exaâed that tribute of 
the people with extraordinary rigour, riinning the risk of railing a 
dangerous {edition. But two Priefts of Alexandria, Apis and Ma- 

{h) Achan. Apol. %• Sbzom. lib. i. c. ii. (*) SreTillem. Koteit,. fur 
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ji.D. carlus, tvho by good fortune happened to be atMioomedia atthat 
time, difcovered the falihood of that impudent accuiktion^ flicwii^ 
that thtf pretended tribute was only oflfering$ and prefoits, 
which were fomctimes fent by certain perfons out of devotion, for 
the fervice and ornament of the Churches. This firft caluinny doc 
having fucceeded ; and one of the deputies, who was the reporter rf 
it, having been treated ill by Conftantine, the reft had thoughts of 
retiring ; but the Eufcbians obliged them to purfue their point, af- 
furing them^ that they fhould he fupported- They therefore re- 
covered their counage ,- and to make Macarius's evidence (u^eâed, 
they alledged that he had facrilegiouQy broken a çonlecra(ed relTcL 
After which, returning to the chai*ge sigainft Athanafit(S^ ^ey were 
lb blindly enraged, as to accufe him of the greateft.of çrimçs, fayii^ | 
that he had endeavoured to corrupt, by money, onp Philomeiies, tp 
make a dangerous attempt upon the Emperor, (e) But ^ Athanafiq^ 
whom that Prince had fent for iipon his being firft açcufêd^ haviiK 
come to Nicomedia, fo plainly difcovered the falfity of this horrid 
accufation, that Conftantine, being convinced of his innocence» by fais 
anf\vers, his capacity, and the conferences that he hadwidi hio, 
(J) fent him back to his Church with commendations, declaring^. difc 
it was only to hear him difcourfe that he had fent for him. andooc 
to judge him, becaufe the Church had the right of jpd^ng in fnd 
cafes. 

This (hews that a wicked man has no greater enemy than himfdC 
Eufcbius, and his confederate Theognis of Nioe, who t&rred up th 
Melitians, did not appear in this accufation, and no body accuU 
them of it ; but that blind paffion which pofleffed them, of roimaf 
S. Athanalîus, not permitting them to keep within bounds, diey, ij 
puthing the matter too far in fo tender a point, cauied. aU tlieimf^ 
chief, which they had defigned againft him, to fkll upon tfaemicha 
For the Emperor, being fenfibly concerned at an impoftsre 
might have fiich pernicious confequences, re&lred to onqaheii 
bottom of it, examinicg both parties in his Rdace of HShbl. 
«hich is in thefuburbs of Nicomedia; (g) and having fbonlby 
deniable eviderce, that Eufebius, who had entertained the 
WJS the author of ir^hc<onceived a verj' great indiguooii Kaioftfai 
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-and calling ta mind wiiac he had formerly done agamfir the Churchy A. D* 
:and againft hhnfelf, when that Prelate, contrary to his coûfcience, 3-7- 
"followed the party of Licinius, the perfecutor of the Chriftian Name ; 
he canfbd the decree of the Council of Nice^ which deprived him 
of his Bifhoprick, to be put in execution agaiilft him, (h) and fent him 
into exile, at a great diftance off, with Theognîs the partner of his 
crime, and his difciple Euzoïus^ whom they proteâed, and for whom 
hoth of them had been guilty of fuch abominable deceits. 

Whilft thefe things happened at Nicomedia, where Conftantine llîll ^ jy^ 
•continued, he caufed his city, NcwRotne, to be magnificently built 328. 
at Byzantium, which Name he changed to that of Conflantinople. It 
was finifhed in two years, and he removed thither the feat of his Em- 
pire. (0 He fplemnly dedicated it to God, in memory of the blefled 
Virgin Mary, Mother of our Lord : (k) And it being the twentieth 
year of his reign, and the fifth fince G)nftantine*s being created Carfar, 
ivhen, according to cuftom, great re/oycings were to be made, he 
took the opportunity of making the dedication of that city the mod 
magmficent that could poffibly be* It was at this time that C)nflan* 
tia, who was impatient both ar the difgrace and abfence of Eufebius ^* ^' 
<£ Nicomedia, procured him to be recalled from baniihment. (f) She ^^^' 
.«iFea got her Nephei^ Conftantiûs, whbfe good opinion Eufebius had 
founéfuch means tagaih, that 'he poiTeffedit entirely aftenvards, to 
join with her to this purpofe ; and they both together made fuch in« 
tetodBod %vith Conftantine, that the Emperor, who could noteafily 
havereâifed his ftfter and his fen any thing they asked during that 
feftivtl; and who, befides; ftifl eftèèmedEufebius, whom he had formerly 
4iad ai^aflteftion for ; wais very willing to be at lait perfuaded that thofe 
n^o BilhopSi whom he had banifhed, always kept to the Nicene Faith, 
^nd-wertm^-^fwerable' for what the Egyptians had depofed againft 
•thtir Patriarch •: And therefore he caufed them to be recalled, and let 
them refttrn-agflnh to their Churches. 

Etifebitis-,*inftead of amending by his banHhment, became thereby 
ftillinoreÎBCfetifedagaîfiftS. AthanafiuSi and was more refolute than 
<vet to-ruiti him ; but Icepf hirtifclf a little upon his guard, in order 
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j4. D. to take fuch precautions as might fecure him firom the Emperoi^s dif- 
330. pleafure : To which purpofe he was very careful to make every body 
believe, that he was clofcly attached to the determinations of the 
Council of Nice ; for he was then perfuaded that the Emperor would 
never fuffer any attempt to be made againft it ; and that it was by 
that, moft afluredly, he would always judge whether people were 
orthodox in their opinions. Moreover, though he eameftly defired 
to have Arius return, that he might fettle him again in Alexandria» 
according to his firft defign, yet he took a great deal of care not to 
mention it at that time, for fear of making himfelf fufpeâed. How- 
ever, he again began to enter into meafures with the Melitians, 
for loading S. AthanaHus with new calumnies; but he took them 
fomewhat more cautioufly and fecretly than before, ftaying purpofely 
at Nicomedia, and abfenting himfelf from the G>urt, which was at 
Conftantinople, that he might be thought to mind nothing but the 
good government of his Church. 
'A. D. The Melitians therefore» and efpecially John their Patriarch» be- 

331. ing informed of his return, and having received his orders» began 
their profecutions againft S. Athana/ius» laying hold of two matten» 
which they thought happened very favourably, (m) A certain wicked 
wretch» whofe name was lichyras» who» by an horrible kind of ia« 
. crilege» had prefumed to perform the office of a Prieft» and to cele« 
brate the facred Myfteries» though he never received Orders» had 
thrown himfelf into their proteâion, for fear of being puniihed by 
S. Athanafius» (ji) who had ordered Macairius his Deacon to endea- 
vour to take him : And almoft at the fame time» Arfenius» Bifliop of 
the Hypfelites» who had hid himfelf upon account of a great crime 
which he was guilty of» put himfelf aUb into their hands» refblvii^ 
to do whatever they would have him» in order to be prdlecuted by 
them. (0) The firft of thefe they fent to Nicomedia» to conferr with 
Eufebius, who gave him fecret infiruâions what he fhould do j and 
promifed not only that he Ihould be a Prieft» but alfo a Bifhop» pro- 
vided he faithfully difcharged his promife» by always aâing in con- 
cert with thofe who had fent him ; which he did not £zû to do at 
his return. He fpread a report » as it had been agreed upon be- 
tween them» Q) that the cruel Macarius» whom Athanafius had 

(m) Athan. ApoL x. Socr. I. r. c. to: (n) Atlian. ïUd* Soma. L I. c. lOk 
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fentto abufehim^ finding him fîck^almoft at the lafl extremity^ had A. D. 
barbaroufly fidlen upon him; and notwithftanding the wretched iV* 
conditioB he was then in, he would not refrain from beating and 
abufing him ; and that afterwards, venting his fiuy upon the moft 
iacred things, he had broken in pieces a confecrated chalice, together 
with the holy table ; and had thrown the facred books into the fire. 

As for Arfenius, after having hid him in a little monaftery in The^ 
faaïs, (j) the Prieft or Superior of which was one of their fadion, 
they caufed it to be reported by their emiilaries, that Athanafius, who 
was his enemy, had furprized him i and that after having killed him^ 
be had alfb cut off his hand, to make ufe of it in the enchantments 
which he ufually performed. There were not wanting witnefTes pre- 
pared to fwear this againft him ; and they produced the hand of a man, 
which they affirmed was that of Arfenius, and had been found at A- 
thanafius^s houfe. (r) And although Ifchyras, who repented of his 
crime, had given his confeffion in writing before witnefTes, and de- 
dared, that all that he had faid was &lfe, the Melitians fent to continue 
the proceedings of both thefe aocufations before 0)nftantine. As for 
the firft». he made no account of it, becaufe he had already rejeâed it, . 
when prefented ta him at Nicomedia: But for the fécond, which 
xelated to the munder of a Biihop, as he was very much concerned at it^ 
(j) he would have it examined into very ftriâly ; and for that pur^ 
paie gave commiifion to his own nephew Dalmatius, who was then at 
Antiocb, ordering him to execute juftice without mercy, upon all that 
Ihould be found gmlty of fb great a crime : But becaufe he was a Bi^ 
Ikop that was to be judged, he joined with him in commiifion (0 two 
Biihops, Eufebius and Tbeognis, who had taken care to exprefs abun-^ 
dance of moderation, and to keep themfelves quiet in their Biihoprick» > 
during this accufation, as if they had had no hand in it« 

Dalmatius, in order to perform the Emperor's commands, cited \ 
S. Athanafiusto anfwer befere him to the crime of which he was accufed. ' 
At firft he was under very little concern, depending upon his ownin-* 
nocence ; but when he found that it was prefTed home to him, and that 
Cooftantine had the matter very much at heart, (u) he caufed Arfe- 'A.l^ 
nins to be fi> narrowly fought after, that they, at length, found that he > 332^»^. 
was hid in diat little monaftery inThebais, where they feized the Su- 
perior who had befdre caufed him to efcape^ and a Monk who had 

(1) Sgzj^ Li. t.x^ Socr. 1.x. C.205 (r).Adiaa. ïbli^ i (0 ^ocr.ii/ili . 
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A. D. conduced him over the Nile. Thefc havmg been examined by die 
332, Governor of Alexandria, confefTed the whole villany. (to) It happen^ 
353- cdalfo, that a report being heard of his having efcaped by Sea^ thofe 
who were fent in fearch of him, were fo lucky as to find hiiti at Tyre, 
where being conviâed, and having-at laft confefled before Patd^ the 
Bifliopof that place, that he was the true Arfenius, they fecused 
him. After which, the Patriarch fent his Deacon Macarins to Coo- 
ftantine, to give him an account of the whole matter, and carry him 
convincing proo& of the calumny of his adverfaries. He was fo mndi 
concerned at it, that immediately, revoking the commi£Son ivhicfa he 
had given to his nephew Dalmatius, he wrote letters to S. Atbanafiiii, 
which, as &r as they concerned him, were very courteous , much t9 
his honour , but full of grievous threatnings againft the Mclirians, 
He alfo ordered him to caufe them to be publickly read before all the 
people, to imdeceive them ; and he (tedared, that if efei? it happened 
that thofe bafe flanderers were guilty of inch another wkked aâîon» 
he would not referr it any more to the judgment of the Church only ; 
but, that taking cognizance of it himfelf, according to dkè tttmofl ri- 
gour of the Law, he would treat them as impious wreedies, vrho not 
only made attempts againft men, but even againft God hiaifid£ And 
that there might be nothing wanting to complete the glory of & Atfa*» 
nafius, and the iatisfaâion of Conilantine, whofo eamefkly defiseAd» 
peace of the Church : (x) Arfenius, whom they had fu£Eered to efieape» 
and alfo John, the chief of the Meiitians, repented of their arimes; 
and renoimcing their fchifm, fubmitced themielves to the .Paarialci^ 
^md were received again into communion with him, as Joha ps9t id 
account in writing to the Emperor; who, by his letters, ezpretiediiis 
fatisfaâion at it, and afterwards gave him leave to come to Confttn- 
tinople. 

Their malicious afperfions againft S. Athanafius feemed now to be 
confi:>unded, and the impiety of his enenues difarmed ; and naùiitg 
appeared capable of hurting him for the future, who was feiiaoiBUV 
ably cleared ; or of raifing the courage of his enemies, ivho WÊtt.t^ 
-fhamefnUycaftrdown. But things were very far from beiayanitbili 
pofture; for it is the peculiar property of hereticks not tec bèëÉeDorf 
at their forgeries being difcovered; but, on the contnarjn; tomainflii 
it by new falfitiçs, in order to perplex people's minds^ thrangfa-.tfe. 
natural inclination that we haite to believe the worft ; and make tfatf 
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dôubtfirftiHçaft, if tfeéy arc nor deceived thcmfelvés, whîlft they think ^. ZX 
that they could foon^ft difcover the cheat. Eufebius, who fecretly î^i, 
fet all thefe fprings in motion, was not furprized to find his meafures 333r 
broken, by an accident which was likely to ruin their whole enter- 
prize, and fooa foundmeans to fét matters to rights, and again put 
them in fuch a condition, as in a lîttle time to make them have the 
defired eflfeft. This is the method which he made ufe of. 

He perfeôly well underftood the difpofition of Conftantîne ; and 
knew, that among a great many good qualities-which that Prince was 
mafter of in perfedlion, he had a finatl .faiiing^, which at the bottom 
was even ibunded on virtue, (y) and by which it was not impoffible 
to furprize him : For Eufebius of Catfarea, who has given us a pane- 
gyrick upon him rather than his hiftory, freely acknowledges that he 
was very cafily deceived by a fpecious appearance of piety ; that as he 
was a man of a great foul,, honeft^ fincere and generous, and fufcep- 
tible of the nobleft and moft tender fentiments that Religion eould in- 
ipire, he had a great confidence in.thofe who made a more than ordi- 
nary profeflion of a religious and upright life, (z.) and could not be 
perfuaded that there was any mixture, ia their devotion^ of cunning 
andJiypocrify to deceive him ; but particularly», thofe devotees tbac 
were about him had cunning enough to perfuade him» by their con- 
duâ;» that they were .zealous for hisfervic^, and much more attached ^ 
to his perfbn than fortune. This pretended affeâion made fuch an 
impreflion upon him, that being already prepoiTeAed with an opinion . 
^ their fanâi^>. he eould not eafily avoid being impofed upon by 
them, nor dcfçnd himfelf from dieir. villany. Eufebius, who had • 
iufïîciently {(udied this Prince, and had found out his weak fide, in- 
firuâed the Bifliops, whom he bad always about him, how they were- 
to behave themfelves^ in order to gain his good opinion by their pre- 
tended piety and *eal for hisfervice. Xhey, haying without much dif- 
ficulty fucceeded» took their opponunity after the firft heat of Con- 
ftantine's taffeâipp îFor * S. Atbanafius was abated, and failed not of ': 
laifing fufpiciops, that there might have been fome artifice in his pro- 
ceedings j and to inlinuate by the by, that for the good of the Church, . 
that matter ought to be cleared up by means that were lawful^ and 
soight be depended upon. 

They therefore r^refented taConftantino, " That in an affair of 
fl t)Û$ importance^ in which the ruin or pwfèjsration of the principal 



(2) E«feb. vie. Cqoil. lib. 4. c. ^ (x) Ibid. ^^ 
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A. D. ^^ Church of the Eaft was concerned, they ought îx)C to be confined 
333* ' ^^ to appearances, which were vtry deceitful : That if Arfeaius was 
^^ indeed alive, as it was alledged, Athanafius's innocence was not to 
^^ be doubted ; but that this was the point which ought carefully to be 
^^ examined ; becaufe there were feveral who a(lerted, that it was only 
^^ a trick of the Patriarch's, who had praôifed a great many more: 
' *^ That it was not impoffible but that fome perfon might befnbomed 
^^ to fufifer himfelf to be taken, as if he was the true Arfenios, and 
^^ who, to carry it on the better, had not owned it but at the very kft : 
'' That examples of fuch impoftures and cheats were very oomnxm: 
'* That a very little refemblance to a num, who had not appealed 
^^ for a great while, joined with abundance of alTuranoe and boUnel^ 
might eafily impofe upon the world: That as for John» who was 
fo fuddenly reconciled to the Patriarch, whom he had all akiig pofi- 
tivcly accufed, that very reconciliation ought to make the matter 
" fufficicntly fufpicious, and give reafon to thiiik, .that he ntfght pro- 
" bably have done, upon this occafion, what thofe who are appicheiH 
" five of juftice, and gain their caufe at length by bribes una pnh 
" mifes, ufually do ; that is, procure an accufation to be dropped, 
" from which they could not clear themfelves without abundance of 
^' difficulty ; That it might alfo happen, that fear had a great Aaze 
** in this pretended reconciliation, becaufe the Patriarch hadg^ned 
" fuch a power in Egypt, and was become fo formidable to all who 
** were called Melitians, that the poor wretches chofe rather to fofr 
** fer than to complain, becaufe their complaints were always attended 
•* withworfe treatments than they had met with already : That in lO 
^* cafes, the moft fafe way was always to examine matters in iotmi 
^^ and that his majefty's conicience, which was accountable to Go4 
*• would be cleared, whl^teccording to the ufage of the Chuidi, t 
^* Synod was called of fu^^ifliops as feared God, and were fee 
*^ from fufpicion, to take jUpuz ance of this caufe: That it greadf 
•* concerned S. Athanafius, flfc^n regard to his quiet and repmiM^ 
^^ to have this done, that his innocence might never be broi^ in 
queftion again, being acknowledged in a judicial way byawbote 
Council ; and that it concerned the publick to have tfa4 EMhop ef 
^' the chief See in the Eaft, not only void of any crime, but even not 
f ^ fo much as fufpcfted/' 

AH thefe things fpoken in cold blood, and with an air ^ prudence 
and piety, with a great Ihçw of reafon, which was fo well diigoifid 

■" under 
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under many fpecious pretences ; and by Bifhops too, whom Conftan- A. D. 
tine had in great veneration, upon account of their charaâer and 55 3* 
vertue, made an impreffion upon his mind. And what entirely brought 
him over, was, that the agents of Eufebius, having intercepted John 
at his arrival at Conftantinc^le, eafily made him come into their in- 
tereft,by the afTurances which they gave him, that they (hould foon have 
that aflSiir in their own management ; and they afterwards obliged him 
to fpeak to the Emperor in fuch terms as were agreeable to what they 
had reprefented to him ; fo that that Prince, who had reafons ofl(ered 
him on all fides, which made that matter at leaft doubtful, and was fear- 
ful of engaging in an aflfair, which they made appear nice to him, in 
lizard to conicience, very gladly accepted the propofal that was made 
to him, of laying the burden of it upon an affembly of Biihops, who 
would be anfwerable for liim before God. He likewife £ptined to him- 
felf a very good reafon fer calling that aflTembly. The Pagans, to af- D. A. 
front our Saviour JESUS CHRI ST, {a) by profaning his holy 334. 
iepulchre, had covered it over with earth, and fet up the idol of Venus 
upon it. As ibon as Conftantine was mafter of the Eafl, he caufed 
that abomination to be taken down ; the holy iepulchre to be un- 
covered ; and in that very place built a magnificent Temple called 
Martyricon, or the tefUmony of Chrift's Réfurreâion, and the Ba* 
filicon or Royal Church of Conftandne. And as he was now about 
to enter upon the thirtieth year of his {b) reign, he had a mind to 
'have the Bifiiops afiembled, that during that time of rejoicing, the 
confecration and dedication of that Church might be performed witli 
iht greater ibiemnity. He therefore wrote to thofe Bifliops whom he 
had chofen for S. Athanafiys's judges, by the advice of thofe in whom 
he had coo much confidence, and ordered them to meet at Csefarea, the 
Metropolis of Paleftine, (c) which is not fer from Jerufalem. But 
\vhen he faw that the Patriarch excufed himfelf from coming, he fig- 
nified to him by letters, in terms fbmewhat fiiarp, how much he was 
difpleafed with dMt refiifel, which he by no means approved of How- 
ever, confidering that he might entertain a fufpicion of that place, be- 
caufe of Eufebius, who was Bifliop of it, he ordered that afiembly to 
be held at Tyre, the Metropolis of Phoenicia. (4) He would have 
S. Athanafius's caufe forthwith examined, and a fpeedy end put to 

t (if) Eufeb. .1. 5. de vîc Coiifi. c. 14. Sozon. 1. 1. c. 15. (4) Socrat. 1. r. 

f c. la (f) Tbcodor« lib, t. c. xf • Sozom, 1* &• c. 14* (A> Eufcb. de vie. 
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A>n. the dirtcronccfi which it had occcadoned» that aUtbe.fiiUhops.hewc 

<34< United in the bonds of peace and wichapecfcft reconclliationa tl^j; 

init{lic be qualiiicdi as the Gofpcl appoints^ ta olfer imto God thofç 

\\\i\s which were uccclUuy to be pre^uted at the dcdicatiogt of tjie 

'lemple. 

In truth, 0>nftantinc had very good intentions» but tbc;y were at- 
tended with ViM\v pernicious» con Ibqucnccs , through the nxtlke of 
thole h\ |XH;ritcs who deceived him ;. and who, inflead of a lawful Sy- 
ikhI, ciUlcil rc^cther only a wretched aûembly, contrary to all die 
tonm €4* the Church. (0 For in the iu;^ pUcc» there were ooqc |bm- 
nuM\ed ti^ iti but thofe whom the Eulebians thought fit to mention to 
ioulUminc; and they having found means to make him believe that 
tho> themtclves were very zealous Cacholicks, perfuaded hina that the 
only iruo wiQ* to Icttle that peacC} which he £> cuicfadefired, upon a 
ùxIkI KntndacioiK was to call no Bithops to that a&mbly» hue fuch as 
had the lame incentions as hinUelf» and whom be- might confide b. 
'l'l-.ei*c ap^Karcd at it the chiof ivnids of the taôlon andof the ArijQ 
hereù\ wl:u*h thote tiuycors, ia order to deceive Cooftantice, pre- 
teiid^xi to have in abhorrence, at the lame time they vere eodeavour- 
lu^ wirh ail their might to reftore them. They had there their prin- 
cipal con1eùeraccs% Iheoj^ris of Kice, Mari;» of Chalcedoa^ The^* 
csvw* v>t La*.\ixx4» P.::a^ph:!i:s of Scythopclis^ Urfacius aad Valezs^ 
t.^o v>fcte l^:ih^^ of S;P4::d. r» the orher of Muila in Pacnocla^ \jl azd 
ic\x::'aà nxxn:» îo :he ivu-^ber of ùi.tv ; the iireaceit rar^ of whom thev 
thoi'ght theniw^cs wxa. ^àuieù cù and ^ey race no cocbc bis cioc 
t.^e\ iho;:;vi eJiuly craw ::: che re:*:. Morec-.cr ihey bad pmra£ec 
n : 'ï v.\s*:Ktu; -e ;o i>::c Coua: D:ocyi:iS rrJ±er U7.cgr p re t**^ ,» ^ 
kre,v.*$: v'^icc * a;;c rr;r\e:*.::rj: any c .:uriMr.o5 cr ra=:«Iri bis s 
K.t> ^ !t^:l.:*% ^>> ce: a.' ;h l*c:> .r:o thc.r rvA^r, 
;m vo'w i<Ar cowrt his icrcveswe» u-^cci :iey haca^siind 
,;:' W' l>.o«MTî-> c<ta§ eocmriy ôe\ac;:c ::» £:;:Iâ3£ca et 

**tc:t::s o: h.:^acd:cr:r>« or rjiz^er vxJezz prjoaeeu^ did 

i>^- ,y^k- ^.» •% ^fc^ *»ifc» 1 * •■^^«■^ * >_» t *■«••* ^^f^**.^ •■^♦«^ 
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Ihmifai^reDnve.''* ils gove.dÎFèâionii, ocœmaodeil 4îkBCe, 'harangtied, v^. D. 
and ordered every thing; in effeft, it was he that prefided, as Eu- 335- 
febiiis had defired ; fo'that it was notât all lik-e an Ecclefiailical af- 
fembty, or confentaable to the holy Council ef Nice, Avhere theEnj- 
jieror liitiifêtf wb«M oot bt iolIeiirf4 liiy hÎ3 guards ^ andivherè Ue 
was ÏO far from prefiding, tl]^t4ie ivoxûd have a feat lower than the 
reft of the aflembly. 

S. Athanafius , who had been cited to appear at that Council at 
firft re&fed to come thither» not Ibeing. willing to ockapwlçdge the 
lawfainefs^of tfaatdifo]Klê]fIyadembly>^'ii4>ich wac made up oi his mpft 
implacable ebëmies, who *had mw«d hi$ defiruâion ; but (he Em- 
peror, who was already iacen&d againft him for-his having before re- 
fufed to go to Goefitrea ; . tad . who, faiefides^ was prepo{re(led with a 
mifiaken o|nnÂon, that-:pebce would never l)e obtained but .by this 
means, (fent him word^ i!hAt if Jbe. did not willingly obey, .he wquld 
make 1)im come thither -by -force : .(/) So that to avoid £ii!tbcr exaf- 
peiHtiùg'fb igreat a *Prince, who thought him «confcious of his guilt ; 
anditoîgÎTéiûs'enemîeb no^room fio aceufe him again of rebellion and 
coûtefnpt of his âtithârî^ fas ^he^r^d whta he ref ufed to Gpme>to 
. Cgrfacea, Jieftt Jengdi j?sfi)lycd'f)o^^ there, was jTo litde 

I : jiift ice; ood^ to ïyœ. Hedame diecof ding^,; attended' by forty jfevsn 
of the màA fkmeils aad hoHeft of the Bifliops of £gypt, who came to 
.tfefetod: their' Pktriâreh; amôBgft which appeared, to the great regret 
:<rf.th&EuSdn^s/th«fe.two;gbnDu$Con&(^^^ of JESUS CHRIST, 
iBifriuiotaoslaodPoCftmo, tlie jgight of whom was incolenable to them, 
Ibecaafethc yriomiAs «whibhlthAfe twogreaç faints had received , in. de- 
'ifençeidfdhe Faith, upbraided thexhief of thair faâion with their cow- 
r^nfeeiQiiH inÊrniODS deferttoQ 6f it, when -to avoid being tortured, 
"tfaeyccifieitd ifacrifice to Itldls. {m) Qut f>n the other fide, ^here came 
salTotait of)'fi^prthei^iitian3ifl^;,[ a^ lèverai others of the fiime 
oparty, * who ifaad 'Aten in readtneft a great while ta depoifé ag^inft 
fS/AttÛinafios, and'evôn -againft thefewho ^meto defend him, whom 
Hhey AfiM^UTJtfd to 4>viogruiider « Ailpraon oÊ bekig the accoapplioas 
I'^'^iis '«rimes r^ib^tfaattheiMelitiatis^ànd'Euid»^ to have >tbe.do- 
<tkfMlblltlon df fhis ci^tal in'tfadrlown powçr, ijli^eontrived the.matter 
^^ifitibtStlng tiicfiisû^rtif the.*èil&nofs;tbaC;e^eiy:0ne uraf to iif vat, 

s^iAtfaah. Apol. I. (mj Epift. bxref. 6S. 
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A, D. (n) that the latter were made the judges^ and tbe former tbe tcoi* 
335* fers and wi tneffes. 

When the Patriarch came into the C)unci]9 no body (hewed him 
any refpeâ, and far from offering him the firA place which he oi^ 
to have had^ as being Bifhop of the chief See in the Eaft ^ they would 
not fo much as fuffer him to fit down^ but he was immediately ordered 
to ftand up before his accufers, to hear the crimes that were ImL to 
his charge, and to anfwer to them, (o) The holy Bifhop of Henda, 
Potamo, not being able to bear fuch an indignity, broke out intent 
juft and holy rage, and fhed tears, which his great zeal drew £rom his 
eyes^ and adirancing with that gracious £reedom which became him 
upon account of his age, his vertue, and advantage which he bad of 
carrying about him the marks of his havbg confeâêd the Faith, he 
faid, with a fhong and amazing voice, to Eufebios of Oefkrea^ whcxn 
he faw amongfl the judges : '^ What, Eufebius, do I then &e yoQ 
^' fit to judge Athanafius; and that great man, who isJnnocence-k* 
^' felf, here ftanding before you in expeâadon of your judgmem? 
^^ Can you imagine that there is any one of fo bafe a mind as tofii&r 
^* fuch an indignity, without teftifying his juft refêntment ? Tell « 
^ then, I pray you, if you have oonfidenoe enough to4uifwer me ? Td 
me, I fay, whether it was not you, who wastn the fame prifon wié 
me during the perfecution of Maximin ? It was then, Ibcfieve, if of 
memory &ils me not, that having, by the grace of JESUS CHRISTi 
all along fledfaftly refufed to do f^rifioe to Idols, I had my rigk 
eye pulled out, and my left cheek cut otf. Every thing I do bisiogi b 
to my remembrance; and although I have now buromo^cyc^I 
can neverthelefs fee well raough to obferve that you have bockyonr 
'^ eyes, and have received no woiuid that disfigures you. la ic^- ûisk 
you, for having confeffed the Faith of JESUS CHRIST, tfat 
the tyrant who created us fo cruelly, thought fit to fync yoa i Lbc 
us know by what flrati^iem yoo got out of priibiH when wewat 
^^ taken thence loaden with chains to be conduâed to our pmi ft p ^ 
*^ and from thence to the mines, where we continued fo l^ ovd* 
*^ whelmed with various miferies ^ Was. it not through jmv beiiC 
^^ more obliging than us, (who did not well know whom we had» 
l^ deal with, and how to pay our Court) that you was able co fi* 

(«) AtbftA. Apfl. 1, (o) Epiph^luer* €t] 
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yoQîfelf to the timeSy and fnbmite to Maximîn's will ; that you pro- A. D. 
mifed to do whatever he required^ and^ no doubt, very honour- 335* 
ably kept your word with him ? By what was it that you fo well 
^^ deferved his favour, but by ofiering incenfe to him as well as his 
*^ Idols?" Such terrible reproaches as thefe coming from a man of 
lb much confideration, and that too in a full a£Gnnbly, together with 
tfaofe which came from his own confcience, fo enraged Eufebius, that 
he rofe immediately and went out of the aÛembly, followed by all the 
reft, faying to S. Athanafius, and thofe who accompanied him for his 
defence : '* Since in the condition that you are in, you have the im- 
^^ pudeiioe' to fpeak to us as you have done, we muft no longer doubt of 
^ the truth of the matters whereof you ar&accufed : For if, even in a 
^ Gmndl, you dare prefume to play the tyrant with, y our judges, by 
** treating them after fo barbarous a manner; is itnot plain that there 
^ is all the probability ia dieworld, that you aft with ftiU greater vio- 
lence and tyranny in Egypt^ where yon meet with nothing that is ca- 
pable of rdifting you.^ 
(f) The next day, when they were returned to die Council, S. AtluH 
nafius declared that he could not acknowledge thofe for judges^ who « 
were his enemies andparties concemed^ and tliatheTefufed theEur 
ftbians upon both the& accounts, becaufe they had deebured them»- 
ftlves againfk him a great while^ and fi>r no other reafon, but becaufe * 
he had always opppfed the doftrine of Arins, which was condemned x 
as heretical^ by die G>uocil of Nice. There arofe a great noife ac 
this proteft, which they looked upon as a plain inftance of rebellion 
flgainfl the Emperor, who had himfelf chofen diofe judges as perfons - 
of approved integrity, and entirely unexceptionable ; and the Me^ 
lidans, who accufed him» adding that crime to the reft which they 
had devifed, would certainly have procured him to be condemned : 
by the judg^> who onl7 watted for. a &ir and Specious pretence £>r 
paffing fentence upon hkn with any appearance of jnftice :> For which 
teafi», to deprive his fidfe juc^ of that advantage, he followed the 
advice- of die Bifhops that came with him, and refblved to anfwec 
«ven before that pretended Council ; bring of opinion with them, that 
the proofs of his own innocence, and his adveiiaries calumnies were * 
fisFpfein» that diere vras no jw^9 how wicked or unjuft foever> ^ho • 

0) Athanaf. Apol. u . 

wass 



Jf. D. was fully convinded of k, cotildxnrèr -look tliem ia girder ft» l^eBdeitti 

335. him. . • ' 

The firft crime of which he was accufed^ prefently fiieweid his n* 
Dpcence, 'by plainly tlifcovèiing the horrible maÙct t)f Ms -eùetsm^ 
for which they were ready to die with fhame. For they ' bftxight IdAi 
the Council an impudent lë\^ woman, who cried outtfa^iaiMsttfak 
manner, (q) that Athanafius, whom (he had received^t ter hoàk as 
. he came that way, , with all the refpea that was due to his t^hàmâcTi 
had broke through all human and divine laws, HbyliaVingTiokited'her 
in her oiwû houfe, in a moft horrid and facrilegions iriaJtaM* : Ttat 
not being able co overcome her refblûtion by fais in&mOusfblickations^ 
he had iacisfied bis defires by force, having gotten into ter cfaaitto 
in the night-time, and forcibly robbed ter of her virginity, whid 
{he had dedièâfed to God. Thereupon they ordered the^Patrioidi to 
-anfii^er; but hsfvihg teen before earned by his frifends chat the^ 
wodid lay that 'tra|> for him ; and \knowing tefides, that the womii 
had never feen him, he let one of his Dekcons anfi^èr^ %rhain ÛÊt 
impudent wretch took for him, protefting that it was-€hat v&y man 
tvho bad abiifed ter, and xiemanding juftice for fudi Hn Hibôintoabk 
t^rihie. Then Athanafiusdeflred the judgesy fibce cte^a^poft^rehiiJ 
been dl&ov^rèd without contradiâion , that the woUmua «î^t be 
feized, in order to their èeing informed by her in a judical way, who 
were the authors of the calumny. But they crying out in a tumul- 
tuous manner, that there were agréât many otter accufatioiis «gaiaft 
him, caufedher immediately to withdraw ; ifod ib thcmean timer 
commanded him to anfwer to the murder which te W^AS'^tfooufied ^ 
having committed upon the body of Arfenius the Bifliop. 

• At the fame time, they brought tefore him the -man's hand (r) 
which they had made fo much ado about inEgjfpt, «nd which dicjr 
had prefervêd in fait and vinegar, to makeufe of Upon thisoecsfioo. 
At the fight? of this the judges exclaimed agaiha him; -ftnne'sf-daa 
thinking chat it y^âs really Arfenms's hand, which AthmH(fi«is iM»ac- 
cufed of haVifig made ufe of in certain nragical opèratioda : Ôtfaers, 
who knew tte tfnth of it, imagined that their impoftu3«:^i4s-fil 
conofeâleddsU'eir as Arfenius, becaufe they knew thzt hà htA^^ùmf'^ 
after his being taken ; and in truth, he kept himfelf coileefAle4:iir 
fear the Eufebians themfelves fhould caufe him to be murdered, ino> 

(q) Thcodor. 1. 1. c. jo. Sozom. 1. z. c. 14. Socrat. 1. 1. c. 21. fr) Tbfr 

*dor. iitd. ^ 

der 



ce 



dpr tQ çlwigç At^4^^pUiî:wkjl the guilt p^ it. The nqife bping t)Vrer, ^ D. 
the holy Çiflipp? asj;e4 theip calmly, lyhpthçr they knew Àrfeniqsj 335. 
they answering, that federal of them knew l]im ; hç ddired them to 
orcTer a maip to be brougjity who waited at thQ ^o^ncil door to ^ive 
tbçni. an account of bijjj. (j) Thjereuppn, whef her it was that Ar- 
fenius came to fliew bimfel£ qf \^\% own accord y in o^der to clear 
S. Athanafius ; or, that the Saint, having caufed bim to be fojiight a 
fécond time, had brought him thither; (0 he appeared of a fudden 
io the midft of the al&mbly, \v^?PI>ç4 ^P ^^ ^9^^> .^vbich the Patriarch 
having (^enêd> turning towards ixis aççuJ(ers, '^ Behold, j[ays he, here, 
are two hands, xii& ^^ inen have ; if tb^vi^icjb yqu ihew us, is 
•his ha^d, as jrou fay, he muft needs bp a m,on{ie;r, who, contrary to 
the order of nature, has three hands.'* .CuY The moft violent of his . 
ajçcv^ers fl^rized at this^ccident, .^vhijch they h^a^l JD^t fisiefeen, were 
fft jnuph afipighted .*t it,, t^aji " t^y^ %4^ (^).S. -^banafius defircd 
cha^ an V^forinajtioiijQjxiglit b^ lai4 agftii^ them, to knpw from whence 
they had that hfCL^ The £i)ièhians, indefpaiy» at jÇ^çing t||iemfelves 
coi^viâed of an impofture. by thçiiçexp^£ked appearance of A.rf^^n^.u^^ 
had recQurfe to new artifices to cover their fhame. (y). One part of 
them cried; put, that the ti^ng itfejf was a proof çf ^ m^gi^ W-iW^ ' 
1^ }fi^ 4çci^ed ofi fV^ tb^t he v/os, «n CQç^nter, ^hp faufed a ipirit 
Qj: a dçvil to appear x^xhp. placed Arfeq^us ; fui4 t|ie pthc;^ foojewhat 
Tr\ore cunaif^g as well %s wicked, fajd» that there was reafon to accufe 
him of that mturder upqp yery good grounds ; that Pl^itianus the Çi- 
fhop> who w^ .^{^e iftftrmne^ of the ;kviçlçerfi^e<? of AFhan^fiws,.!wd, 
by his,Qr4«rs,.fet $Te tp-A^^iiius's hpufe; that:l)ftving tiqcHiimtq 
one of the pillars, bç had fçourged himaiEteraYery cruel jnanner, 
and h^d thrown him, facing all over blood and covered \vith wounds, 
into a clofe priion, frpip whence he; had efcaped through a window, . 
^md had afterjiFards ^^Mp himfelf poijc^led fo well, ,for fear of filling 
*^ §gain jpto.tjie ban45 <|f hjs cryel perfecutor j thfit i)ot. having appeared 
^ ^r fo long ja time, ngtwithftanding the ftrift fearçh that was made 
* jrfter him, there'w^is good reafon to believe, that he had died of the ill 
- u&ge that he had received, (x) 

^ They .gave a gjofs to this by federal other violent |)roccçdîngs, 

*• jïhich. tbey' aflcned the Patriarch to hâve been guilty of : For Euplus, 
=■• ïi&ac, Achilles, Hermafon, and Pacoraius, all Melitian Bifliops, depofed 

0) Sozom. ibid. (t) Socr. 1. x. c.21. (u) Socr. l.i. c ii/ W ^^ 
C- jUNh. i6f4i Cr) Thcodor.iW. Sozom.i*/rf. (a^î Soxc^wxA.-l.^-'^-v 
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À. D. agftnftlumv that havii^ them in his power» he hid ctiifed them cd 
$}S. be violently beaten; and theyadded» that CalinicoSj Biflu^ of FdiH 
(mm, had received the like treatment» hai^ been by his orders de- 
liveied into the hands of fome foldiers after he had been inhumanly 
icourged. In (hort, the judges and the accu&rs undexftood xme ano- 
ther fo very welly that thele laid whatever thofe had «mind they 
fhould iky ; anà fo the judges beHered whatever was alle<^g^i>y the 
accuiers. 

But, after all, the acctiration which they ftuck moft to, andwfaid^ 
completed that unr^teous judgment, was the infult, which, tfaef 
faid, Macarius his Deacon ofiered, by his direâions, to « certain 
Prieft, whom he had caufed to be fiilfly accufed of not'betngin boljr 
Orders ; and the lacrilege, winch, they (aid, he committed» by pro- 
faning an altar and a confecrated chalice, (a) The poor Deacon was 
brought into the Council loaded with chains; for thcEofi^ians had 
caufed him to be feized at Conftantinople, where he wis fent bj 
' S. Athanafius to trarry Con(huitine the proo& of ArfeninsV being aliie 
The traytor Ifchyras, whom the Patriarch thought himfelf iecore at, 
becaufe he had given, in writing, the confeffion of hisvillany» unei- 
peâedly appeared to maintain what he had befidre aflèrted ; adding 
withal, that he had been forced to difown it ; fer otherwiiè, he fiioaU 
have been certainly treated like many others, whom they had ba^ 
baroufly (courged, and even killed. That wicked wretch fupported 
his falfe adertions with an extraordinary impudence, becailfe the En- 
febians had brought him over to them, by affiiring liim that he IhcmU 
have the Bi(hoprick, which Eufebius had promiied him at'MioomediL 
It was no difficult matter for S. Athanalius to convia this impoftor; 
and to (hew plainly that he had never been a Prieft, becaufe no tnr 
Bifhop had ever ordained him, and his name was not tobefooniio 
the catalogue, which Melitius, after the Council of l^ce^ had bcoi 
obliged - to^ve the Patriarch of Alexandria, of all the Pxieflf cfaa 
had been ordained during his fchifin : (t) Befides, there wcfe too 
many evidences againft that pretended facrilege, which hud been b 
often confuted, that there was not the leaft probability of ic fa 
it had been often attefted, that there was neither Chnxiih^ norPliA 
nor chalice, in the place where they pretended ib 'great e-cnme «IS 
committed. 

(a) Athan. Apol. i. (b) Epift. Syn. ap. AcbiQ. ApbL i. 

di 
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Btit thbugh th^ iM, notluiig farther to alledge in vindication of it, ^. A 
yet they, neverdxèlefs» made no fcruple of crying out in the aflembly, ^ JS"- 
as if it bad been a thing that was proved without difpute, that Ifchy- 
ras was a Pricft, and that Athanafius was the author of an horrible 
iacrilegc* They rèjeâed with difdain the Egyptian Bifliops, who 
ofiered to fliew by authentick proofs, that it was meer calumny : And 
if any of the judges, not fo entirely void of conlcience as the reft, 
made a difficulty of giving judgment, or feemed to incline towards 
the truth, which difplayed itfelf fo plainly, notwithftanding their ar* 
tificcs, who ufcd all eftdeavoiirs to fupprefs it, they immediately top- 
ped him by their own authority, or by force or threatningsi (0 and 
Count Dionyfius, who prefided in that Council, as the infiniment of 
Enfebius's paffion, decided every thing there by force, caufingS.A- 
thanafius and tfaeBiihops of his party to withdraw, whenever they 
were going to fliew, by way of reply, the injuftice and impoftures of 
'their accvdfers. 

But at length, it being oeceflary to obferve fomething of form in 
tfiat judgmettt, to prèferve, ât leàft, the appearance of juftice -; and 
lince that tnietch Ifchyras could not prove his accufation, the Eufe- 
^Mtns refblved amongft thentfehres to propofe to the Council the fèndr 
^fig of ^iomnriflioners to the place itfelf, which wis in a little canton of 
Sgypt, ofUed Mareotis, and in the diocefe of Alexandria, in oider 
«to be acquainted with the truth of things, and afterwards to judgp 
according to the true informations which they (hould receive, (d) 
Tth\s was agreed to, and they put it ofiF till another day, to de- 
termine upon the choice of the commiffioners : But the Eufebians, fuf^ 
peôîrig fome of the judges, who began to be undeceived, chofe of their 
own private authority, the greateft enemies of S. Athanafius, and the 
moft 2eaIous pfroteaors of Arianifm, Theognis of Nice, Maris of 
•Chafccdon, NarciflTdsof Nerbnîas, Theodore of Perinthus, Urfacius 
aird Valent, «fkl diJhcTS of the farfic ftamp , whom they fent intp 
Egy^t, notwîthftafridmgéhe protefts that were made againft thefe 
proceedings, by the Bifhops who4iad accompanied S. Athanafius, with- 
out regarding the petition ivhich they prdented to Count Dionyfius 
as ivell « Alexander of ThcflSalonica, who could not allow of fiich aji 
înd^mty. (ê) Etélti the Count hiriilirlf fufficicndy perceived the ii^- 
tolcrable injuftice of that proceeding, and advifed his good friends 

fc) At'ian. Apol. t. (d) LiHtl. AlcTand. ^heff. ad Dijn. apud Arhtt. 

AroL !• (e) Epift. Dion. apudA^hiiftlf. Afpc4. 
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78 TbeWftoryofkKiAVjsix» BOOK It' 

A. D. to take care left it (hould prejudice them in the Emperox^s opimoiL 
335* But when hefaw that Eufebius, whofeflave he was become^ continued 
fixed in his refolution, he was bafe enough to comply with him, though 
he did not approve of it. 

(f) That which was moft extraordinary rn this matter was, that 
four days before they made this fine choice of commiflloners, the Me- 
litians having concerted the matter with the Eufebians, fent meflèngen 
into Egypt, to oblige their friends to go, in great numbers, as ibon 
as poflible, into Mareotis, where there were none of S. Athanafius's 
party, to the intent that being well inftruâed in all that they were to 
fay, they might depofe whatever they hadamindtoagainft him. for 
which reafon, that holy Patriarch feeing that there was nothing to be 
done in an afTembly where every thing was managed by the direâicm 
of his enemies, who no longer obferved any meafures ; (g) that they 
daily got people to come and cry out in full aflembly, that they ought 
to rid the world of a man who was guilty of fo many crimes ; (h) and 
they having already fallen upon him to tear him in pieces^ (i) as thej 
certainly had done, if the Emperor's officers had not prevented thenn 
he refolved at length to comply with his friends, and even thofe very 
officers, who were afraid they (hould not always be able tapre£bne 
him from violence. Having therefore fuffered himfelf to be- put in» 
a Boat, he efcaped by fea to a neighbouring town^ from whence h 
went, at his own leifure, to Conftantinople, to give an account to 
the Emperor of all that had pafled at the Council. 

{k) In the mean time, the Bifhops who were appointed oommiffi- 
oners, carrying with them the accufer Ifchyras, and leaving Macarins 
in chains at Tyre, went into Mareotis with Philagrius the govemorrf 
Alexandria, who was one of their fadion ,• where, after having con- 
trived the informations as they thought fit, without taking any other 
evidence than that of the Arians, Melitians, and even of Pagans them- 
felves, and Jews, whom, they had fubomed to depofe whatever they 
would have them (ay, they returned fpeedily to Tyre, there to iiai& 
this extraordinary tryal. (/) It was therefore at length ooodudcd, 
with pronouncing fentence againft S.Athanafius, by which ht was de- 
clared guilty of the crimes of rebellion, fedition, and violent ^ 
ceedings agabft Bifhops ; and alfo of murder, facrilege, ami magick;, 

(/; Lib. Epifc. iEgypt. ap Athanaf. Apol. *. (g) Sozom. ihid. (h) TVoi 
ihîÂ. 0) Athanaf. Apol. *. (k) Syn. Alex. ap. Athaa. ApoLx. Tliioi» 

Sou. Sozoffl. (0 SozQm. 1. a, cap. 14. '^^ - 
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and for thefe reafbns depofed from his fiiihoprick, with a prohibition ji. D* 
from ever coming again into Alexandria. AH the Melitian Bifhops 335* 
and Priefts were rcftored to their rank by the fame fentence, and it 
was decreed, that the reafons for this (hould be fent to the Emperor, 
with the a£ts of the council, and that all Biihops in general fhoiild be 
written to, not to have any intercourfe, for the future, with the de- 
pofed Patriarch. To recompenfe Ifchyras for the calumny of his 
devifing, which he carried to the height, they made him a Bifhop, 
although he was not as yet a Pried ; and for that purpofe they were 
not alhamed of ereâing, after a ridiculous manner, the village which 
he belonged to, in the Mareotis, into a (m) Biflioprick, though it was 
fo fmall, that there was not fo much as a (n) church in it, nor above 
feven communicants, who were forced to go to a neighbouring town 
for the celebration of the divine myfteries. What was ftill more fur- 
prizing, was, that Arfenius having been brought over again by the 
Eufebians to their party, was admitted amongft them into the G>uncil, 
and, with the refl of their faâions, (o) fubfcribed to the condemna-* 
tk>n of Athanafius, who was accufed of having killed hinu 

To fay the truth, one (hall never meet with an example of fuch 
an horrible blindnefs : But when once a violent paflion, efpecially that 
of hatred and defirc of revenge, being joined with hcrcfy, darkens 
the foul, there is no degree of extravagance or fury that may not be 
cxpeded from it. For which reafon, many of thofe, whom the Eu- 
fcbians themfelves were fecure of at fîrft, feeing the manifeft injuflice 
of that fentence, would never fubfcribe to it ; (p) and it is reported j 
that Paphnutius taking one of the confeflbrs by the hand, and looking- 
trpon thofe wicked wretches, who, in fpight of the oppbfition of the 
honcfter party, carried all things before them, faid to him : " Let 
** us go hence, brother ; for it does not become us, who have loft 
." each an eye forconfelfing JESUS CHRIST, to profane the 
^* other by feeing fuch horrid in juflioe ; and make ourfelves criminal, 
.**' by being partakers in the Coimcil, of ratiier in '. the crime of thefe 
*^ enemies of God, who have neither honour, confcience, nor re« 
•* kgion- 

Whilft thefe things were tran&ôingat Tyre, the Bifliops received 
treDi orders, to fepair to Jerufalem with all fpeed; (q) i^n account. 

- * ' - • . . ,. 

(m) Athan. Apol. x. (n) Libcll. EpiT. Cop. Jfigypr. ihid- ' (0 ^bcr. 

lib. I. cap.zi. (p) Soxom. l.&. ^t*^r ' (^) ^ufcb. lib. 4. de vit. Oy^- 

iUnt. c.d4. & feq.. Socr. lib*'i. cap. az. Soxom. Il a. ap. x%. Theodor. K ufh \u 
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j4, D. of the fotemnity of the dedication of the Temple lately built $k tb^ 
335. holy fcpulchrc. The Emperor had already aflembled all the reft of 
the Eaftern Bilhops ; fo that tliefc, together with thofe of Tyre, m^de 
one of the fineft and moft numerous afTemblic^ that ever was, befidcs 
the vaft multitude of pcrfons of all conditions, which were come 
thither from all pans of the world to aflift at fo famous a cereniopy. 
(r) Conftantinc, who ten years before had (hewn fo. much magnifi- 
cence at Nice, had a mind even to furpafs himfelf upon tl>is occafi<»i, 
where his piety was diftinguilhed by the effeâs of it, or rather by foch 
an excels of magnificence, as became a Chriftian no lefe th^n an Em* 
peror, and which could come from no body bwt oije who was abfblute 
Mafter of the world. He fent thither his chief officers, and cfpecially 
his fecretary Marianus, (/) to whom he gave in cliarge to provide 
for this feftival, and to fee that there was no want of any thing ; fpr 
he not only loved him very much, and knew him to be veyy capable 
of performing this task, but he was, moreover, (t) very £mious 
amongfl the Chriftians, for his great knowledge in the holy Scripture, 
and for having glorioufly confeiTed the Faith during the periccution^ 
He brought thither an immenfe quantity of tre^fure; (u) confiftiog 
of all manner of veikls of gold and (ilver, jewels, furniture, rich atp 
tire, and other facred prefbnts, in fp great a number^ a$ wpus fu$deiit 
to make a fine book, in the defcription» which Eufebiua of CarQum 
prefented fome time after to Conftantine. Befides, the Empenwicguied 
the Bifhops and their attendants to be treated every day in a m^gr 
nificent manner ; and although it had been a barren year» and that 
there was in Jerufalem and about it (x) a vaft number of people, wbQ 
came thither from all the provinces, therç was neverthelds an extra* 
ordinary plenty of all forts of provifions, which were dtftributed U- 
berally to every body at the Prince's expence. He even gave money 
andcloatbs to the poor, that nothing might appear but vith deoeocyi 
%t a feftival where every thing was intended as an honoiir to him. 

All the£e orders being put in execution, they perfomned the cooie*' 
eiation of the Temple, and the ve&Is, which were to be uied in the 
facred offices, which was done with all the pomp imaginable. The 
whole chmxh was ^ead with the richeft tapeftry : The altar (hone all 
over with gokl and precious fiones : 0) The &pufchK of J £ S U S 
CHRIST, by means of the ftatelinefs of its on^upenti^ feeqied 

fr) Thcodor. Eufeb. (;) SosM) p) EttfcU M Sozon. 
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AS gk>rioD« a${if it; hf 4; br^ Ijistiophy of vi^«y. Puring ftll tha ^ jjp, 
timp that; v^. fp^nt ii> t})i$.f)^movf fo^en^oiQir, there w^ hardly an jjy. 

hour inadi9)?> which the Bii][)Q{^ bft4 opt fçt apart for foipethingex.- 
traor<iinfàjry. Sp^af- pr^^çbe^^ Cfthers^ explained the holy Scripture : 
Jp oo^ place they koM l(;^a^4 <x)i)fereQc;e& upop, ppini; of Bif^i|f9i:),; 
in another, they fppke p^pç^yy îçks upon thç (KcffiÇpu o^ the fçftival, 
and in praife of the i^mpi^or. Th^ reft, whom Gp4 hf(4 n^^ in4i;ç4 
M'ith thefa taieots^ employed them£elves \x\ o^ed^g unbloo4y facrir 
£ce£ ; and in t perforiaing cçrtain myf^ical oonfecraiioos ^r the pror 
.fperity of die QiWch^ w4 thç h^ppipefs of Cpnftwtine, aji4 tlj^Cap- 
fars his chiWrep, gs W0 4» affare4 in tliâfçexprjsis, terz»?, (*) byoijp 
of tbofe who had th« grwteft ft^yç in tJiis grapd iolpmnity, tpwincli 
he contrihwte4 both by his ipeçclf^ 3P4 wxitipgs. In l]Tiprt, i? might 
be (iiid, ihgt never ajiy thing waç moriç glorifHi? f 9 the Çb}îf:çh^ if tjbjî 
fonclpfion of 4ll thefe rejoicings ha4 Qor-t^geu veyy fajtjpl to ^jp by the 
re-cftabli(hing of Arius and thpfe of htf pripciple?, whaÇ9f?)f.ti)f t op- 
portunity of coming into the ChUreK by f»rpxj»e» ap4 9£ p?f<f^H^Wg 
Jb^r afcer a more dangçrous and ccuel.QVlAner, thap. th^y \^^ evçr y^t 
emt» We, come npw to feew wh4E anificeis thçy i»^ vSftpi tobiring 
about fuch a wicked defign, whicb waç tjl^c .ç«i)iib çg gÛ ^'Qr9)ffrJ)^ 

jrhift iRill be fee» ip.tbe fiçquelof thi« Wftw 

Srer fipce theGoijnctl of Nice, Cqn&êm^^ «<Mini}UB4>^$rn9..ui 

iiis xefbtntion of inviolably preferving the Faith» thf^ QO^ m body 

àxvA at any time, during his life, make an open. iltt;^sii){>;; ^^jq# iU> 

fcHT fear o( incorxing his difpleafiiœ, and) eAtif:ely Ipfipg iNfj g994 

opinioB. And as be ieemed perfuaded that Arînt.viaâ ê^ wi<Qk<4 f94n> 

iinho ftilf held a doârine that was condenoned by the Council, idjohcugb 

he had fubicribed to it ; no one, afiter he was driven from his prqr 

fence, and baniflied with Euzouis, durft fpeak to him ip hi^.f^vour .: 

-Even his ii^ Con Aantia, whom ht always laved teiukdy, an4.w))p 

then efpèeûUty, fi^ce the de^of tiie igniprefst S^lHelen^, hiui t^ g»^ 

deal of power over him, was very rd^ed upion ùx tender a poipt^ 

left her faith fliould be fuipeâed by her brothec, and flie QuMild giyç 

{inn room to ûàKÙ^ that (he was not very fted&ftto the Creed of the 
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A. D. Nicene Council. Befîdes/ it was tiot probable that €o pious t PriiN 
33y- cefs would ever feparatc hcrfelf from the Church by fo criminal an 
apoftafy ; though it was not to be denied, but that before the deter- 
minations at Nice/ file had entertained Arius's opinions, bècaufe Ihe 
had been perfuaded that they were agreeable to the doftrine of the 
^Church. All that (he could do, was to pacify the mind of Conftan- 
tine, in favour of Eufebius of Nicomedia, and to prevail with him at 
length to recall him, upon the aiTurances that (he gave him, that the 
Prelate, as well as herfelf, would always inviolably obferre, even 
unto death, the Creed of the holy Council. Even Eufebius himfelf, who 
eanieftly defired to have his friend Arius reftored, and had formed a 
defign for it, durft not venture tofpeak to that Princefs about it, for 
fear of making himfelf fufpeâed, or left his recommendation flibuld 
not be fufficient, as coming from one whofe intereft it was to proteâ 
his creature. It was alfo dangerous to let it be feen that he was the 
only perfi>n that had a good opinion of him, and would fay any thing 
•to his advantage. But that which he durft not attempt himfelf^ he 
found means to do more skilfully by another, whom he employed, 
and who 'afterwards did more miichîef by hi« artifices^ than Anus 
could do by his bodks and difcout&s. 

{a) This man was a certain Priéft, li^ho was tainted with Arianifm, 
and retained all the venom of it in his heart, but was cautious of 
letting it appear outwardly, at a time fo little favourable toherefy; 
on the contrary, he was very careful to conceal it, under the ipecious 
•appearance of an extraordinary piety : For he wais the grieatcft cheat 
'ii> devotion, and the moft dangerous hypocrite xhat: ever was ; and 
one, who always afted in concert witb Eufebius, with whom he had 
a very ftrid friendfliip and fecret confidence. To bring their defigns 
about, Eufebius had found means to get him into Coriflanda's hoiùc, 
to whom he 'had- often fpoke of him, - 9S one who was a peculiar Ser- 
vant of God; who -had very great gifts,- and who, above all» had aa 
•extraordinary Hght in conduâing fouls to the height of /perCsâion, 
by making them have very fublime fentiments of God, whom he dif^ 
courfed of after a better manner than ever any body had doqe. That 
Princefs, who was a widow, and inclined to devotion, and who, to 
iliftinguilh herfelf from the reft of the world, aHcfted a refined fort of 
piety, very willingly gave ear to thisPrieft, who,' by his detrout and 

(4) Théodor. libvx. cap. 5. Sogr. lib. I. cjç. ij. Sozdm. lib. x. cip. U. Nê 
sceph. lib. I. cap. 47- 

infinuadng 
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infînufttîng air, and his fccmingly difîntcreftcd way, and by the fin© A. EL 
things which he laid when he fpoke of the divine perfeftions, knew 535. 
fo well how to approve himfelf to her, that he at length gained aiv 
afcendant over her, and inclined her to which fidefoevcr he pleafed. 
After having entertained her with nothing for a great while, but the 
fecretsof the moftfoblime devotion, he ordered it fo one day, that 
the difcourfe infenfibly fell upon perfons more than ordinarily fa- 
voured by God, and who had been greatly enlightned by him; and 
he fo nicely contrived it, that , without the Icaft appearance of 
dcfign, the difcourfe naturally turned, upon Arius. Then , as if 
that name had come from him unawares, he gave a great figh ; and 
the Princefs having asked him the realbn of it, " he began to be* 
**"wail the- condition of one of the beft men upon earth, who was - 
unhappy onlybecaufe he was the moft able man of his age, and ; 
H9^s the. moft enlightisned in tho knowledge of God/* He told . 
her, " That the Patriarch Alexander, not being^ablc to endure a 
^* fun that caft a fhade over hi^), had. caufed it to be edipfed in 
Alexandria, by his violent proceedings and black calumnies : That 
he was condenmed in the Council for a doftrine which he was very 
iàx from holding, and which his. enemies falfly laid to his charge, . 
•^ not being able toeffeft hi5. rum but by fuch bafe impofture^: . 
" That fo far from holding that which was imputed to him , and 
^^ which he himfelf willingly condemned next after the holy 0)uncil , , 
•* no one ever had fuch fine fentiments of divine matters, nor had 
•* reafoned fo divinely upon the incomprehenfible . nature of God, . 
** and upon the infinite excellency of his Word, andJiisSon : That 
•* ncverthclefr fo extraordinary a man being oppreffedby the ca- 
^* lumnies of thofewho envied him, was banilhcd from the fociety . 
•* of men, as an enemy to God i andled the moft miferable life that 
^ could be, driven both from his country and his jchurch. . 

Gonftantia, who as it is ufqal with devotees,.. that have put confi- 
dence in their fpmtual guides, thought hel^Prieft infallible, and that : 
whatever he. iaid was an oraclç, did not in the ieaft doubt of the - 
truth of what he related concerning Arius, and, without difficulty, 
xeftored him to that degree <rf her efteem and friendftiip^ which he 
pofleiTed before his condemnation, when he was recommended to her 
by Eufebius. But notwithftanding all that this her guide could fay 
to her, (0 fl^^ co^ld never be induced to fpcak to the Emperor her r 

{V) Sozom. Socrat ihld\ * 

brother 
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A. D. brother in behalf of Anus ; for Ihc kfltw very ^H -that lie fMs «b- 
movable în refpeâ of thé Deoreeiiftf théCemBcil of Nkb*; alidth«C| 
befides^ (0 he made no dotibt btit that the doârine wMdi was ftill held 
by Arias, was the fame that the holy Councf! had condMmfcd. She 
therefore faki ndching df a!! this whUft (he ¥fà% ih health ; bat «rhen 
Ihe found herfdtf fîck, afid at the laft Mtrertlity ; ttnd that Conftamm^ 
who vifited her very often, during her (icknefs, gave her daily marb 
of his tendemeis ; (he refolved at length to open her mind to fann : 
Andfeemg hitn one day by her bed-fid^, vtry much affliâed to find 
flie drew near hcfr end, taking him by the hand, éie Aid to him, 
^v\th a îaint voice ; *^ That haviiag been fo good as to beftmr nrntof 
** favours on her during her Kfe, flic deflrtd yet one man at hor 
*' death, which fhe^d more at heart thian kll the reft. Aad this WiK, 
tlrat, as the laft ttftimony of the moft ardent ^friendOiip that tfét 
fifter had fer hit brother , he would receive frOtti -h» t [«refeât, 
which (He knew, ibr certain, would be of very gfeit tie to hna. 
For, Sir," fajs fbe to him with all the force fie had tefi^ " that whidi 
is ufually wanting to great Princes, much more than theâr fùbjeQa^ 
is a good and faithful friend, who will ferve them ei fintte te ft ediy, 
efpecialiy in what concerns the good of their fbul, and their et^enud 
^ welfare. (4) Here is a man" (addtd fie) prefintil^ fo tim ber Priéfl\ 
to v)h(fm fie had made afign to drau) near , ** Uefe is a niaii that Itts 
^' all the good qualities that can be defired for that ^purpofe 1 his 
'^ faith is pxtrcy his prudence extraordinary , and hi^ fidelity inn- 
olable ; and as he has wonderful notions of God, fo he has the an 
** of infpiring them into others. The long experien^itfaieh I hate 
"' had of it, is an afiuranct to me ; and from thence louiidfe aAzft 
you of the value of what I leave you. I entifeat 3fouto redertt 
hhn at my hands, and to love arid confide in him for my lake : Be- 
lides, having now no more fhare in life, I cM be under iioifprt- 
heniions upon my own actouht ; httt fince I tove ytsta^ aai riallf 
do more than myfeff, I muft own to you, that I am yet tppi/i* 
heniive of fome judgment of God falliilig upon you, £ot ééksm^ 
yoorfelf to be deceived by thofe, who^'have mifde yoa cmjhftlff per- 
" fectite fei'eral good men from the Clergy, gusatfenrer* «of Goi 
^^ whom you have banifhed." (e) THefe were the hiftirOiMteiriMii 
(he fpoke to her brother, for loon after (he expired. 

CO N'iccph. ibid. {d) Thcodor. 1. 1. cap. 5. (e) Socr. I^kej*. 
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The Emperor, who had a tender ■ lové for his fifter, was extremely A, D* 
concerned at her death, and at what flie had faid to him as (he was 535* 
dying ; and as he had promifed to have a regard to that Prieft for 
her fake, this man knew fo well how to infinuate himfelf into his 
mind, that he eafily got the place in it which was polTeilèd by him 
in that of Conftantia ; fo that he not only had a (hare in his favour, 
but his confidence alfo. Therefore, as that Prince, who was de- 
lighted with his company, often converfed with him ; there were fome 
times, during their converfation, wherein he never failed to fpeak to 
him of his fifter, whofe memory he very much valued. One day 
when they were upon that topick, he prefTed him to tell him what 
was his opinion of thofe EccIeHaflicks, whom (he had fpoken to him- 
about, mentioning the apprehenfion fhe was under, left the banifhing 
of them ihould draw the judgment of God both upon his Empire and 
his perfon ; then that deceiver, making ufe of fo good an opportu^. 
nity, and having recourfe to all the artifices that might glofs over a 
lye to make it more probable, told him in favour of Arius and Eu- 
20ÏUS, all that he hadfo often (aid toConftantia: To which, in or^ 
der to convince him entirely, he added, that there was nothing more 
cafy, if his majefty defired it, than to inform himfelf fully of the 
truth, without having the leaft reafon to doubt of it for the future. 
*' For, Sir, (fays he) you need only, to this purpofe, let him be 
brought into your prefence, and ask him if he does not receive' 
the determinations of the holy Council, and adhere to the Creed' 
^ which is thereby confirmed. His anfwer will decide the matter ;' 
^ if) &nd it will be feen whether he does not immediately confound' 
^' his enemies, by maintaining, to their face, that they have borne' 
^^ down his innocence by their calumnies, and that he never had any 
^ other belief fince the Council. 

(£) Conftantine was extremely furpri^ed at this propofal, becaufë' 
being very delirous to have allChriftians united in the fame Faith,' 
he had condefcended to write to Arius more than once, to exhort him 
to return and fubmit to the Council : But being «fraid, left the appre- ' 
henfions that he was under' fnkn his ad vei£uies(houkl havehiodned 
him from returning^ he pfomifckl this Prieft^ that if what lie faid of - 
Arius, upon examination, proved to be true, and that he did really * 
receive the Faith of the Council, he would not. only put an end to 






Xf) Socr. lib. X. cap. t>. Niceph. IS. op. 47* (g) Sect. iK4. 
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jf. D. his bdiiflWfmt» but ftnd htm bffck with hoàortr tfr Alondbn^ ûUtt 
iJS* t6 etercifè his finnâioiis. (A) Whercnpon he wroM to him once nmre» , 
ordering biffl to come to him with all fpeed : To whicb, hftvtng beea 
itoretly informed of all matters, he obeyed vtry vnXUngly^ hung 
aCTured of the fuccefs of his bufinefs. 

(*) Accordingly he prcfented htmfelf before the Emperor, wkb his 
faithful and infeparable friend EqzoïqSi vrho received them rcry graci- 
dbfly, and fbrthwitb asked them, if they reonvcd the Fakfa c^ the. 
Council of l^ice. And they having ufirered boldly, aod vitboot 
ttefltating, that they did receive it, and alivays had done f^i CO the 
Ftince, to be more fully afiured of it, oommaoded them to give him 
their Confèffion of Faith in writing : Which command tbey obeyed ; 
and after they had concerted the matter amongft tfaemfelve^ Ariu% 
lor himielf and in the name of all his difciples> preiented him a £>rm 
of Faith, in Hrhich he avoided all thofe novel expreflioos which he had 
before made ufe of^ and which plainly difcoi'ercd his blaiphenûes; 
and (k) took a great deal of care to have ûo other terms ib is, bat Inch 
M were taken from holy Scripture^ atod in their natorai and litenl 
jtnfe expref&d the Catholick doârine, bnt in tfaetr figuaâve &nl^ 
which was his own, might ht attributed toacreacuf^ as he wouU 
have the Word believed to be. 

In this writing therefore he fhid, ^^ We believe m cMieGod theFa* 

ther AJmighty, and in our Lord JESUS CHRIST the Son of God^ 

begotten <^ him befbre all ages, God^ and Word; by whooa all tUigl 

were made^hoth iti Heaven and Earth ; whode&endcd^ wascDcar' 

nate, fufered, rofe again, and afteoded into Heaven, and iSfhe 

will return to judge the quick and the dead.^ He made no men- 

ticHi, in this form, of what he had Aid before, and had canfiid fi> nmA 

noife, and fuch diforders in the world, namely, ^ Thmt Godf by 

his own Will, had create the Word, and had made him oat of no- 

thingr That that Word bad had a beginnings bdfbijewhidiheMS 

not : That of his own nature he was fub jeâ to chaoge.; ma that 

he wasdot equal to his Father^ nor like to him in his ^ ^r g ^rff^ i ff" ^ 

which were infinitely leis."^ AH thefe blai$>hemiei!^ which farii maéi 

Us doâbifie fb acfiou^ were fuppitetfèd iâ th 

thing but ^hat was vesyoïthodMé Bur» at the fimio time» fatdidaflt 

(t) Seer. Nictpk. iHd. (*) TiUimoni fays, tU time ff Jhims^s mmrk ii «r 

^ -^-"-ImithMiiÈpfkÊkijhstlwiMhfttihjtatiii^ (0 Socr. (MSocr. 
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maJLe vfe of the term Cêufidft^mial, which oo^iprehends 9JI that Aiould A. D. 
be fkid of the Son of God» and takes away all manner of equivocation; 3^5. 
and when he ikid, tbm he vms t^otten, he was very careful of adding 
the words, mt madej by which means he ilill refervcd to himfelf 
the liberty of maintaining his heiefy, by making thofe words, which 
he made ufe of» applicable to creatures. It is faid, for inllance» in fe- 
yeral places of Scripture» that gpod men are begotten of Cod» and 
olfo that they are Gods ; wbich is true only in a metaphorical and figu- 
rative fenfe» according to which he underftood thofe words when he 

. fpoke.of the Word in his G)n£eaO[ion of Faith. (/) To this he added a 

.petition» by. which be humbly intreated the Emperor» *' That fmceit 
^^ had pUioly appeared by their writing which they had delivered» 
•* that they. we;re very . ïe^Jo^s ipr the Faith» and held no other do- 
ârine but that of the Qiurch and Scripture» he would be fo good 
as to put an -end to the profiscution that was^arried on agalnft them» 
byiqplMftifi^^luirk?» and falib Xi|btlcties ; and prohibiting all thofe 
dangerous ^iiputesjR^hich only fervçd to diftiu-b the peace of the 
Chui?ch» çanfe them -to be received again into the bofpm of the 
^' Church ; that being all united together by the bonds of jdiarity» 
** they might in peaceand quietnefs» o&r their prayers to God for 
^^ the j>rai^>erity^f himi[i:lf and Empire. 

{m) Conftantine havii^g read this Profeffion of Faith» was very well 

. iktisfied with it» and expre0ed his joy upon that accoimt» believing it 
to be entirely agreedble to that of the Nicene pothers» perceiving 
none of thofe prpppfidons in it» that were injurious to the Son of God» 

•/tndxwhich the Council had condemned* «But as.it related to a matter 
of -Faith» which he ;V;opkl not tfd^ jupon himfeif to determine» and 

. «that he did aot ^^pççd ^pon .l)is xma .ju4gment in fp nice a point» 
wherein he might -çaiîly be n^iftf^ken» he itnt Anus apd Euzoius to 

. Jeruialcmj wnting P^ -^/BiflM^» vrho >yere there aflembled for 

. tbe dcdkation pJF tbe.qsmiilej to.,^ ex^ine .that profeflion of Faith 
,|vhich wpilJdJbo^ps^feqtiMr to. t|içm by t}ie JEoqjieriafticks» |uid reftpre 

..thpmiby.a .Çajtt on jjcal ? fç^taycr if .tjicyJG^ tbeir do^rine to be 

fowd ^nd pr(bodpx ; f^^% theybadv^ei^invidip^Qy epJAaied» or 

. cvejQ though they had been jlufii^oonffeôiçed for their heretical opi- 

. .DicMDS» if :t^y woi3]d,iincerely jeti;iMâ: aipd^renpunce their errors. 

Anus and Euzôïus could not have received that order at a mdre 

• ffrvottrablè jaoaaine : (Fpr when.tfacy. arrived ^tjecu&lem» they found 

■ * . ■•' «A. 

WSocrat. it. Niccph. fw) Sozom. lib. &« cap. if. Qi) Sârom. iM. 
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ji. D. the Eufebiao Party the ftrongeft ; the greateft part-of tBe other 1ft- 
335* fhops having retired to their Bifhopricks, as foon as the ceremony of 
the dedication was over ; fo that thofe who came to condemn S.' Atht- 
nafius in the Council at Tyre, (o) found themfclves in a condkx» 
to form another at Jerufalcm for the reftoring of the Arians. Be- 
ing therefore affembled to confider Conftantine's letter, and the wri- 
ting which Ariu^ prefented them, they made no difficulty of declari^ 
that he had been wrongfully condemned, and that his doârine was 
entirely pure and onhodox. They received him afterwards to commu- 
nion with them, and wrote a Synodical letter to the Church of Alei- 
andria, and to thofe of Egypt, Thebais, Lybia and PentapoUs^ and 
to all Bifhops, to inform them, that they had confirmed the fèn« 
tence which Conilantine had pronounced, relating to Anus's inno- 
cence ; that it was the malice of his enemies that had fepanted him 
fo long from the Church, and that they (hould receive him and his 
difciples to communion with them, (f) becaufe their profeffion 
of Faith which had been prefented to the Emperor and the Synod, 
was perfeâly agreeable to the doârine, whidi was left us by the 
Apoflles. 

Whilft the Eufebians went on thus at Jerufalem, S. Athanafius^ w&d 
had efcaped from Tyre during their afTembly there, having come to 
Conflantinople, ufed his utmofl endeavour to obtain audience of the 
Emperor, in order to inform him of the violent and tyrannical Pit* 
ceedings that were carried on againfl him in the tryal that was held ky 
them : But thofe of Eufebius^s party, more efpecially Conflantia's 
Friefl, who was always about Conflantine^s perfon, ftill finmd noir 
ways to hinder the Patriarch from coming to the palace ; fo that lie 
was at length forced to have recourfe to a very extraovdiaafy means 
of obtaining it. For as Conilantine was coming into the dty oae 
day on horfeback, in the midft of his guards, the holy BiOiop hmk" 
ing through the crowd, and pa^^ng by the Soldiers, prefented him- 
felf before him, (j) and with a loud voice demanded juflke^ fyr 
the greateft violencefthat could be ofiered to a perfi>n of fail cha- 
raâer and dignity. *Ihe Emperor, furprized at diis aâton, did not 
know him at firft ; bioMien they had told him who he was» aatf 
having foon recover^! Ii«^|^ being prepoffefTed by the artifices of die 

(o) Athan. Ap. i. de Concil. Hierorel. (p) fipUL Sjaôd. BienC^ 

Adian. de Sjr. Socr. ibid. Sozonu ' (]) Bpia.Conft4at. «pod AthiA. A^ i. 

Eniêbîai^ 
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Eufebians^ with the &1& épkààn d£ his . di^fturbing the peace otihe A. D. 
Church, he would have piûflcd'by, without condefcending &> mach 33.5. 
as to hear him j nay finding himielf iroporttmed by the humble in- 
treaties which he made» that he might be heard for a moment^ he 
had made a f^ to his guards to take him away» when the good 
man affuming an air fomewhat above that of a fuppliant , pre- 
ferving neverthelefs • the rtfpeâ. that was ^ue to Gcfar, told him 
very freely, (*) " That being a Prince and a Chriftian, he could 
** not refufe him that jfuftice^ and .liberty of complaining for it» 
. ^^ which he, owed to all the world ; and that all the favour which 
'* he defired of him, was to be allowed to mals^e, his complaint be- 
! ^^ fore his adver&ries». who had been injuring his innocence, by 
*^'fuch Methods as were defbniâive of all juftice both human. and . 
^* divine.*' 
The refpeétful liberty»- which a good man takes, always has a ^ 
' good e&â upon a Prince» who having a mind a$ great a3 his for- 
• tune» which raifes^ him above, others» always gladly fubmits to. rea* 
fon, as^fooB as he perceives it. Confhintine therefore», at this time, 
yielded to it in Athanafius i and it procured him the audience 
" which he had hitherto in vain attempted ; and that Prince, being 
informed in private by the holy Bifliop» of; (r) the violent a^d.un- 
< |uft proceedifigs of hi^ enemies» he ordered them by, his letters to 
. Jia^ten.toO^^liuitinople» to^.give an account o£ their fentence, (s) - 
b^re the very peribn whom they had condemned; ailuxing them . 
. moreover» " That he was refolved to have the decrees of the holy 
. ** Council inviolably obfèrvedj.apcL to. extirpate the fecret enemies s 
V <yf die Church» who under the. appearance, of fânâity. concealed 
** the errors and- blafphemies which they maintained/* (t) Thefe - 
words aftoniihed the Bifliops» who had been of Eufeblus*s party ; . 
. but he», who never, was at a lofs», foon recovered them, by telling ; 
them diat be had. taken fuch care of all matters» that without their 
going thv , journey» which he would undertake for them with five 
OS fix of lus ÊdcbdSj, , they : (hould have the pleafure of feeing, far 
' out of danger>.that this laft fh-oke which he was juft going to. fbrike 
, ihould not' mils it$ aim^ He had indeed forefi^en that the Patriarch 
baying, withdrawn himfelf from Tyre» might go and make his com- 



(*) Siê TilleiMnc» Toç^ VIII. P. i» $ iS* (r) Atbaq. Apol. t\ (0 ^^^* • 
Li. cap. «!• (0^9^ ^-^J» 



go 71^Wfiofy»fk^tAiiï%i£ 3O10CK fi: 

ji.D. -«plamtvtô CodftftBfeine ; «od ibeiiid fludiod hfow ,to tp n w au ûm 

. 33 >'• ièntenee htmg eaoumned ôtq» mriikiliit «mdd fae imfrtfihie ^ thon 

. to maintain before 'ft Prince vho mis not fi> much byaf&d in dnr 

^ia?<mr «sOmnt Dionyfius. 'He iet diimfidf.^ AieccisfilUy 4it «osk 

for this purpdfe, fhat hs 'corrupted fire «f the Ibriy CmeÊvBgyfàâsi 

Bffhops whohftd'gone with S. Athaaflfius't» Tyn, tod ^)>wlio dU tfaa 

liad always been xefolvte for -him ; -but by the -balêft creachery thit 

-ever was, took bribes^if Eidèbius^to deftroyihim. After Jie had folly 

; inibruâédthem in what they ^ere ta do, <he carries them to Ckxnftan- 

tinople, ^'together with the other £u&biiiSr Xhoognia, »PatiQ|>hiliii^ 

'Maris, Utfitdns, «fid Vttlens. 

They arrived thereat a time when they wei«4ieIdMratkig, «nth ill 
manner of wjoyôings, the thtrtiechiyear<of (jonftantioe'sifdgQ : And 
it being the cuftom to make a panegyrick upon the Emperor oa dutt 
Qccafton, (x) £ufebius éf ^Gaefarea, ^ho was ^become vay^unoos &r 
' his^ioqnenee». and had had that honour ten years* befereat Nioej in 
the prefoneeK>f' die whole Council, came (then voy iop|Nirt)U(idy to 
have the honour of fpeaking another m 'the ifiparial pttboe» heBgt 
the fineft aifembly in the world. He perfermedât'perfefitty weU^.aad 
^fo lutfully extolled the Prince, by the ingenious ddfcrifcioaiwhichie 
gave of die King^of Heaven, that divine originaI-c(f^which.he wm& 
true a copy^upon- earth, that he pleafed CeiiAantine ^fmtwemdiy, .«^ 
was naturally fond of glory, (y) and who could notipefinin^^lmnfdb- 
vlickly expreffing the great pleafure which it was to him; So^thtths 
mind being prepared by this harangue to give a -ifo vourable^wepdcfl 
' to whatever (hould come from a man^who had made hiniîéH fcagm- 
^àble to. him, it was no difficult matter, at fo favourable m gwàSba^ 
to bring about what they h^d been contri^ng againft thePatrkMh. 
The day being therefore come, when that matter was^tabeoMfaMd, 
: S. Athanafius made his appearance both before 'Confbmtiiie, and'tk 
•Biihops, who were come to juftify the fentence which-they^adfio* 
nounced. againft him. "When he bad made his complainte -enedraih 
whom they had appointed to .anfwer it, .laid to the Etnpexwv '**-T!ht 
the .coodemned'Biihop was fo far from having reafim >o camp l AK^ 
them, that he was obb'ged to them for having been *£iToiinihlHB 
him, they having -contented themfclves with making tmt 



€€ 
€€ 



(u) Athanaf. Apol. a. (*) Socr. lib. i. cap.aj. fO fcifc^ ii f , 
.Coafii 1. 4. c 4<. (7) Ibid. I j 
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i^Iedged agamft btta^ withour pnootedîl^ co- eaamme into another jf^ jx 
crime, which defênredftimicb greater punUhsneot: Focto. flxew 335;^ 
^^ your Mâjeftjr/' fays hc^ *' tfant be is capable of committîog thofc 
ktTer crimes» of which we b«¥efoiuid him guîky, upoa very flroog 
proofs ; we «re ntdy to cooiriâ him immediately^ by iradeoiabla 
^' witncifts^of having ibrmed a defign of diftuifeijig'the ftate^ and ftarr^ 
*^ ing Gmftantine;» (z,) by flopptfig atAlnaodfia the veflekwUcbi 
^' weretottasiiportthecoixsioutof Egype^ 

This was tondiingCooflamine in the meft tender pant t For haying 
juft finiflied Conâantinople, which* was his own work; and; the moft 
famous monument of his glory, and peopled it by vaft multitudes, , 
whom he had brought thither from the cities whksh hrhad oonquered.; 
there was. nothing which, he had £0 much at heart, as (a) to make io 
abound with plenty of every things andtgno^^ort eonir thither out oi 
Afia, Syria, Phoenicia, and more oQpeoialty 'froîn Egypt,. without ;which» 
it was impofflbie that it fltouid be fof^nvted^ oar â»t diibrders and 
fedition (houldnot rage there as well as fiunina Fon whidl reaibn» 
Gonflantinewas inexorable in that pairicular, and punifliedwidiithe 
greateft ftfefi^) and without mercy, all' tha&ware>busfufpeâedi with 
theleaft pnbattfiHty, of bavioghindred Aichveflbla as-wera }paded(witb 
eoin, ^TMi'Comingto Q>nftaatiziople, (t^M appearedid littiêd)eforefby:: 
the unhappy £ite of Soparer the moft fkmous Fhikxfbpherof his time* 
He wa^ iaib groat fiivour with 'the Emperoxv that faeiet himonihis 
tight hand M the publiok (hews; and he received. fa*many favwrs 
hûvahitsh aSjtoeaufeajealouiyin AUavius^ oneofitheminiftersithac; 
were meft- 10 power. .Ajid yet the veflela from Aleecandria. being re* 
tarded, whkh began to caufe a famine in the city ; and the people in 
the open TbeMiehafviogcriod out, that it waa the ungrate&l S^ter, 
who, bf hie nM^calart, flopped the feutb wind, witiiout^whidi the! 
veft^fiom EgypÊ could'not get up- toGeoftandnople; hecauied^hia 
lieadtabe immediately 'ftruckoii^ although the poor fihilofopber was, 
in all appeaiiBce, innocent of the crime of which, they accuied him 
upon very flonder conjeâures. 

fp) HMrisg.tiiarefeTo heard thao AthanaAm had boafi^ that ho 
eouM hinder, whedeverhe pleaftd, the tmnfporration of eom to tho 
Imperial eity, wbiofa he had threaoied to do|, and' not only fb, (d) but 



ffs), AdiaMT. AfiàL <aw* lik ip ctp.. ip Theodmr. 1. u c«(k 50^ Kpft. Com 
Alexandr. apud Achaiud Apeli^ ^ (a) fiunap. in vie. PhiK (b) Ikh 

I») Bpifc Sis. Aioiodr^AtbaaaL Sacr» Thtodos. fiVBaiA. Spu Al^s^ 
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A:D. had aftually ftoppcd fomeveffels in the port of Alexandria r hc would 
33 S i mmcdiately know the truth of that matter which fo much (0 concerned' 
him, without troubling himfelf any farther with the other particulars^ 
which a£(e£tèd him very little in oomparifon of this, which iras the 
main point. Vfon which the aocufers called in the five Bifliops that 
had deferted Athanafîus, whom they had kept in readineis ; thefe 
were Adamantins, Ambion, Agatharomon, Peter, and Arbedon. & A- 
thanafius was furprized at feeing them ; but, after all,^ had nothing ttf 
reproach them with. They were all in communion with him, and 
were his firiends and defenders, whom he himfelf had. brought to Tyxie^ 
where they had ferved him very faithfully ; fo that he had no lOom 
for refufing them. Being confronted with him before the Emperor, 
they faid, that indeed as to the other crimes which he had been ac- 
eufed^of at Tyre, they thought him innocent, but for this they were 
obliged to own,- in difchaige of their confcience, that he was guilty; 
and they alledged to his face, that they had heard him threaten to 
hinder the velTels, loaden with com, from going to ConflantiDople. 

To fay the truth, all the appearances were againfi: & Athanafius; 
the accu&tion was coloured over ; the prefumptions were ftnmg, and 
every thing feemed toconfpire againft him. -He had a power in Alex- 
andria ; they knew that he -might be very well exafpented by the 
Emperor's proceedings, who had ufed him ill fuflfidently feveral timeiî 
and it was not improbable but that he might have fone defire of m* 
venge. The accufers were Bifhops, whom Coi^lantÎQe efteemed: 
Thofe who depofed againft him were alfo Bifliops of Egypt, approved 
good men, worthy of credit, and fome of his beft friendl, who hid 
hitherto aéted in his favour with all poflible refolution and -fidetiiyu' 
Befides, he had the misfortune to have Conftantine already very asfaA 
prepoâèfTed with the opinion, which they had long fince perfiiadoi^ 
into, (f) that Athanafius was'of a turbulent fpirit» fierce; impeiioii^ 
arrogant, revengeful, and uncapable of being quiet. It alfo happeoed 
that the anfwer which he «t firft made to this accufation, gave mom 
for his adverfaries to ffarengthen it. For when he fQH&d hiafeif tt: 
eackedby fo horrible a calumny, 6s) giving^ a great figh» he cried oA 
that it deftroyed itfelf, and that it was impoffible th^t a fingjbe U09 
and one fo poor as he, durfl undertake fuch a difficult nrntter, to i^ 
differi'ice of the Emperor. Then Eufebius of Nicomcdia, who beiflf 
the author of the villany feemed the lead concejmed^ the better n I jj 

(<) AchmC Ap»^ (p Sozorn. I z. cap. 19. . (g) IfiàfSyn. âkh 
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<li%uife his mtlice^ laid coolly toConftantine, That for the truth of J.D. 
chat crime, hisMajefty was to judge of it, according to thepioofe 335. 
thatfliould bebnmght; butas for what Athanadus had faid, iu re- 
lation to his poverty and the little intereft that he had, in order to 
make his accufation the more unlikely, he was ready to make oath 
that it was a mere illufion ; that, on the contrary, hp was very rich, 
and had a great deal more power over the people of Alexandria, who 
were very feditious and entirely at his devotion, than was requiiitc 
for the undertaking a matter of much greater difficulty. In (hort, 
this was a very nice point and very difpleafing to the Emperor, who, 
betides, in fome particulars, was very hafty and fufceptible of ill im^- 
preflions, which his paffion made him liable to receive, (h) In efifeâ, he 
flew into fuch a paffion at thele appearances, which deceived him, that 
Jiewas no longer mafter of himfelf ; and without heaiing any far* 
ther what the Patriarch had to fay in his juftification, he had hiin 
immisdfatdy taken out of his prefence, as ooe fully €09viâ;jed of a 
<rime that was worthy of death ; fo that his adverfaries, who defired 
-nothing fo much, and had even demanded it, thought that they were 
cindoobtedly gone to difpatch him. 

But the Providence of God, which watched ovçr the generous de- 

ifender of his Son for prefervation, was more , powerful than the ve- 

-flomoûs^Mlice ùf thefe wicked men, (i) and in a moment appeafed the 

'tnind of this Prince, whom they had exafperated againft him. For 

being foon recoveredoutof thatfirft tianfport of his paffion,he thought 

better on the a&ir, and reiblved at length to change the puniih- 

' ment of ^leath, which wa&duetofu^a crime, into that of bani(hmen.t. 

^ay, fmne thought that Conftantine's policy had a greater ihare in 

his 'bèing>ain(hed, than Athanafius's pietended crime ; (k) and th^t 

' though he was not entirely perfuaded, he neverthelefs thought it re- 

.quifite toiacrifice him to the Church s peace, and the publick quiet^ 

^ .-which ^ouid never be enjoyed i A Alexandria as long as he was there, 

*:.iKoau& JKnioidd>never admit thofe to communion with him, whom 

P^ the:Bi(hop8 -had joft rreceived as very good Catholicks, who followed 

*^ifhc Faith -of .the<>)ttOcil of Nice. There are others aJfo who have 

* thought, that one of the particulars which contributed mcft to his 

' removal, rather than baniftiment, was the concern which Conïlân- 

i ,tîne, notwitbi^apdîçgiiîs angcr,'1iad for his prefervation, and the ap- 

■ »|«hei)fion tWtJi«-wjia.nndçr,. left his enemies, CO who were fo cruelly 



^ - (4f) Athanaf. Apol. t. Socr. lib. i. cap. !$• (i) Epift.Syn. AUx. apod Atlu- 

' ^•^^lif./Apol. I. (k) Socr. lib. i, cap. 1 j. (/) Aduûaf. Epift. ad folic. 
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J, D. bent àgaînft him, fliould at length procure his deftruftion. Tlse holy, 
3;5« Bifhop himfelf;, tvho was defirous of putting the beft interpreuitioi» 
upon his Prince's aôions, even when he was ill treated by him, waf 
inclined to this opinion, (m) Beftdes that Conilantine the younger, 
and his brother Conftans, who thought they knew their Father's mind 
in this particular, reported it thus after his death. Be it asitwilli 
fince the aftions of Princes are ufually myfteries, which all the world 
do not fee into, if we are not always obliged to commend them by 
extolling indifferently whatever they do , . we ought not likewifeto 
aflume that malicious liberty of blaming them, when th^ faults are 
not fo apparent of themfelves, as no longer to admit of an ezcQi& 
'AD. In fine, by what motive foever Conftantine was influenced upon this 
33^* occaiion, he fent S. Athanafius into Gaul to Treves, which was then 
the chief city of it, where Conftantine the younger kept hisGooit, 
and (n) where he was received by that Prince veiy gracicnifly, betak- 
ing great care to have him plentifully fupplied with whatever wis 
neceifary for the entertainment of a perfon of his merit and quality. 
(o) S* Athanafius very refpeôfully obeyed this order of die Emperor; 
and fince he does not mention (f) his having threatned him, as tfaejr 
fay he did, with the judgment of God ; nor his having reproacbed 
him, as they pretend, with his injuftice; and that this does notneil 
agree with what he has faid in his excufe, I (hall by no means give 
it a place in Hiftory, which admits of nothing that has fo plain an air 
of falftiood, whofoever may be the author of it. 

As Conftantine ftill retained his intention of reftoring tbepeaœof [ 
' the Church, efpecially. in Egypt, where the diibrders had beg»; I 
(q) he, at the fame time, alfo baniflied thofe Biffiops, and iboia Prieft; | 
who were moft bufy in defending S. Athanafius, (r) though he wodU 
not allow of any other Bifliop's being put in his place. And bàsç 
informed that John, the chief of the Melitians, had alio a ptitf 
in Alexandria oppofite to that of the Patriarch, (x) be banilbed ïà 
amongft the reft, to remove all the caufes of the divifioo, iJdkoafi, 
the Council of Tyre had admitted him to communion with diem, Ki 
one that was orthodox; and that theEufebians uied theinmnoftff-l 
deavours to keep him there. 

(m) Apud Athanaf. ibid. & Apol. i. Socr. lib. z. cap. z. f0\ AcbiatCafLi 
Socr. Sozom. (^) S0som.l.£..cap.i7. (p) EpipK. Haerer. ct« Mtm 

Syn. Alex, apud Athmf. Apol. x. (r) Athtn. Epifi. ad Solid fi) SM 

L 2. cap. 2^. " - • * ' ^ 
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(t) As foon as the news of S. Athanafius's banifhment came to A. D. 
'Alexandria, there was a general conflernation amongft the Catholicks, 33<^- 
•who, without comparifon, made the greateft part of that very populous 
city. The people ran along the ftreets in a lamentable manner, crying 
out for their good Paftor, who was taken from them, and they left 
to the fury of the wolves. They went in crowds to all the churches, 
prollrating themfelves before the altars, to implore the mercy of God 
by continual groans, begging of him the return of their holy Bifhop. 
The Cla^y offered up publick prayers for it ; the Virgins, who were 
dedicated to God, begged to have him reftored to them as their pro* 
teâor, the poor as their Either. Every place refounded with the 
name of Athanafius ,* even the folitudes of Thebaïs were difturbed 
tvith it ; and the great Anthony wrote to Conftantine more than once 
upon that fubjeâ, befeeching him not to fuffer fo great a Saint to be 
oppreifed by the calumnies of hereticks, who had purfued his de- 
ilruâion, in order, afterwards, to deflroy Religion. But the Em- 
peror, ftill immovable in his firft refolution, wrote in a fevere manner 
to the people of Alexandria, telling them they were feditious as well 
as their Patriarch, whom a whole Council had condemned ; and as 
•he had puoiflied him, he knew alfo how to chaftife them, if they con« 
tinned to difturb the peace which he had juft procured them, by re« 
,iQoving the caufe of their diforders. As for S. Anthony, he gave him 
a more civil anfwer ; for he wrote him word back, that he ought not 
to be furprized at his having followed the opinion of an holy aÛêmbly 
of fo many Bifliops, who had condemned Athanafius ; and that it 
ivas not to be prefumed that they could be deceived, when their pro^ 
ceedings were unanimous : That the folitary life which he led, did 
not admit of his being well acquainted with the perfon in whole fa- 
vour he had written ; and that being fo great a lover of the peace of 
the Church as^ he was, he ought not to ufe his endeavours for one 
who had difturbed it, as he would find when he had informed himfelf 

a little better.' 

Without doubt there is room to believe that Conftantine had very 

good intentions ; b^ut, at the fame time, it muft be acknowledged; 

that he fuflfcrcd himf^f ;to be deceived ty the great defire which he 

had of peace, and by the artifices of thbfe who perfuadéé hîth; that' 

die true way .to it, was to get rid of Athanafius, who, in reality, 

^vould make no union with them, becaufe» notwithftanding that tbey^ 

O % made 
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j1. D. made declarations of their fubmiffioo t^ the deternnoadons of the 
i36. Council, it was but too evident that they ftill entertained contrary 
fentiments, and held all the errors which they themfelves had coin 
demned. But after all, the pretended peace which they aimed at 
by driving away fo great a man, had not all the fucoeis that they va»- 
gined : For it was the means of the reftoring^ and even of the tri- 
umphing of Arianifm, which had now no longer that inTihcible oh^ 
fiacle in its way, which it met with in S. Athanafins ; aordki it pro- 
cure to Conftantine all the quietneis which htf ezpeâed fronr it. h 
truth, Arius having returned to- Egypt with tba-Synodioal latcnraf 
the Council of Jeru&Iem, («) and entered agaia as it were in tiimpk 
into Alexandria with his difciples, after the holy Psitriarch was ba^ 
nifhed, he fbon cauied greater diforders there> than thofe which be 
had been the author of in the beginning of the heffefy : For, on the 
one hand> when they fawthat S Athanafius waa no- longer amoogft 
them ; and, on the other, that Arius, whom all the Catholicks had in 
abhorrence, ever (ince their Patriarch Alexander had dnVen hm 
thence, upon account of his blafphemies againft JESUS CHRIST, 
was ftill the fame, and that he had not changed his fentiments,. diougk^ 
he had expreffed himfelf after a different manner ; and that he bp 
boured with all his might to reftore his herefy again ; {^) then alt tlie 
orthodox Clergy openly refufed to let him come into the Chnrdb,' 
and the people of that great city being refblved to perifli, car pxefene 
diclr Religion^ roie againft him with fo much violence and claniaitfV 
that the Emperor, who began to be apprchenfive of his having beca 
deceived, and of all Egypt's being again in an uproar» was fixiced ta 
recall him to Conftantinople, where the juftice of God waited ta 
punifh him for all his crimes, (y) Even the Eufebians themlelvai 
cunningly perfuaded him to come, becaufe they had a iecrec imes-^ 
tioo of caudng him to be received at Conftantinople, înthepieftaoe 
of Conftantine, as a Catholick ; after which, they thot^ght» the Cbttnch 
of Alexandria would no longer dare to reiufe him. He-arrived there 
whilft they were holding, by Eufebius's contrivance, a fort of Sjnod,. 
confifting chiefly of theBifhops of his fiiaiony to rid themfelves ef 
one o£ the gjreateft of their enemies next to S. AthanafiitSp:*^ 

{u) Athan. de Syik. {%) Soar. hb. i. cap. i<. Sotom. lib. a* <à!fé jit. (i)d^ 
tàia. Epift. tÀ Smp. » Sé^ Tilksioiir, T. VIL P. XL p. 88(^ fiftk é^Ik, B«qk> 

Bi^o'i Sermon IV. p. 2iOi« 

tUà 
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This was Marceïîtis Biffiop of Ancym in Galatia^ whom the Eufe- A. A 
bians found ever in their way, ftill indexible, and always an implaca- 33^» 
ble enemy to their faârion. (z,) He had appeared am(»gft thofe who 
moft zeaioufly attacked Arianifm, and maîntained the Confubftan- 
tiality of the Word id the Council of Nio^. He had always cppofed 
that wicked and impious wretch Afterius, who from a (^) Sophift 
having become a Chriftian, and from a Chriftian an Apoftate during^ 
the perfeaition, had at length throivn himfeif into the party of the 
Arians and Eu&bians^ in hopes of procuring a Bifiiopnclt by their 
means ,• and went about every where pu WiAing the books that he had 
compoftd, which were fiill of the blafphemies of Arius. In fliorr, 
Marcellus had been fo far from keeping meafures with thoie people,. 
Ça) that after having all along oppofed them iri their Council of 
Tyre, whwr he fet, he would nor, out of an immoderate leaJ, fo . 
much as affift at the ce r emonies of the- dedication of the Church at 
Jerulalem, for fear of communicating with them. They therefore 
made uie of that particular to exaiperate the Emperor againft him,. 
as if he had; done it out of difrefpeâtohisconrniandSy'and.oBpur- 
pofe to ofiend him- After which, (t) Eufëbîusand^iisà^nts^; in that 
Synod of Oxnftantinople, having^eau&d'hfAi ti^ be^ ftUIy àccafed of 
having written a bootin defoneeof the herei^ i>f'Pàtil of Samofata» 
who adens that JESUS CHRIST is a mere man; they depofed . 

bim from his Bifhoprick, had him banifhed, and put Bafi! m his place, 
who w^ entirely in the intertit of Eiifebius. Thù$ Gonftantiïre» 
beitig deceived by the Eufebiatis under the dii^iili of Catholicks, 
Îpnoce0tIy made the true zeal, whidi he had foi: the Nicene Faith, 
fiibfervient to the malice and paffion of thofe who endeavoured to 
rui|i it, by deftrojring all the defenders of it. Such is the wretched 
condition of the greateft Princes, whc^ very goodne& fométimes 
beeomeas' mife|iievous> through the evils whîîéh hypocrites, that abule 
iTj coqld MJt bring about otherwife. 

Arius arriving m the mean while, was immediately laid hold of by 
bis patron Enfebius, whoinftruâed him how he was to behave him- 
&if frith rte £m^ror> who fufpeâed him of not fincerely holding 

{zX Bpiib lid; appd AAao«. hfv^• x* Athan. da iyn. Sqçf\ lib; i. cap. A4- 
(^ ïn tbofê tÎMêSy Sophifisr wtn fuch as made fffejften of tvtry thing ; fariictf 
imlj thay difcêm/éà mpom ami Pamght a ftrt #/ fhihfofhy^ jcimd witb fptitt Itamtng 
mmd tloqmençt. AthanaL Qu ^^ p, 45 jj. (4) Sozom* lib. \* çapp j^. Çh) A- 
yhin. E^ ad Salic. 

thtr 
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Ji' D. the doArine of Nice» and of haring deoeired Um in the CoofefioB 

?35' of Faich irhich he deUrered to him, where the cenn CamfidfimÊtid 

' uras not infened. In fiiorr, he gave him to underftand» (e) ^ That 

'* he muft not ftick at it i that Gmflantine was immoraUe in xtfydBi 

'*^ to the perfeâ purity ef the Niceoe Faith : That they muft go 

^^ through with their deceit and diffimulatîon, and boldly fign the 

^' form of the Council, eren with that word in it, refenring to them- 

** (ekes the explanation of it till another opportunity, or to find 

*^ out immediately fome equivocation, whidi might ffvc loom far 

** their difbwning it with honour afterwards.*' 

(i) Arius being thus inftruâed in what he was to do, after haviog 
taken his meafures, went and prefented himfelf before the Em- 
peror» who had fent for him to his palace, (e) There he immediatelj 
. asked him, why he had made fo much noife in Akzandria,' and why 
they had refufed to admit him to communion with the ^rholirk iqr 
fo general a conient of the Clexgy and people ? To this he added, 
that the Confeffion of Faith which he had delivered to him, mnft of 
neceffity not have been fincere; and that he ftill held the wicked 
doârine for which he had formerly been driven out of Alexandrii: 
That he defired to know of him ingenuoufly, what his belief was ? Asia 
that he would have him declare immediately,''without any fliifts or era- 
fions, whether or no he held the Nicene Faith > He having bold- 
ly anfwered with a finiling countenance, and without hefitating, dut 
he did hold it with all his heart, (/) and at the fame dme prefiated 
him with the fame equivocal form, that he had delivered tohimwhea 
he was recalled from exile : ^^ This is not fiifficient» r^U the Em- 
percar : That I may be aflured of the fincerity of yout fiudi, I 
will have you immediately fign, in my prefence, the Decrees and 
y the Creed of the Council, without any alteration.^ (]|) Anns im- 
mediately obeyed, and with ;oy (igned the form of the Coandl: 
Ajid Conftantine was furprized at feeing him aâ fo fiuijy and «peo- 
ly ; but, that nothing might be wanting that might make turn ftill 
more fure in fo important a matter, be obliged him to (b!) fWear diat he 
iubfcribed fincerely, and that this was his belief, without any ^Igoifi^ 
reftri^on, or mental, refervation, and the faith in which he wonid 
die. At the fame time he advifed him to be very careful of whtt k 

• • 

(c) Sozom. lib. I. cap, 30. (d) Socr. 1. 1. cap. 15. (e) lUi. (f) Ar 
tiiaa. Or. z. contra Ar. (g) Socr. (b) Athaa. ifcW* 
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was about, fiiice it was God hixnfelf whom he took for witnefs of ji. D, 
what he affirmed to him ; axui that if it was a falfhood^ he would not 3^6. 
fail to revenge the a£(ront which he oflered him, in prophaning his 
aw&l Name by fb abominable a perjury. 

But Arius, who had.forefben that he muft come to this, had taken 
precautions againft that oath, by an ardfice, which made his perjury 
ftiJlmore worthy .of punifliment, namely, by facrilegioufly making a 
mock both of God and the Emperor. (0 For it is faid, that that de- 
ceiver, when he went to the. palace, had hid in his bofom a form 
of Faith, wfaich^Jbe had (i^ed, containing his impious doôrine ; and 
that thefeupon. he fwore that he believed it moft fincerçly and ho- 
neftly, without diminifiiing in the leaft what he had figned. Upon 
whidi Coaftantine iaid to him, in a fblemn manner, (k) *^ If your be- 
lief is pure and catholick, as you fay and have fworn, your oath is . 
very juft and good i but if it is impious, and contrary to the £ûth . 
of the Q>uncil you have figned, and you have notwitbftanding 
fworn to it, as you have done,, to. make us believe that you do hold 
'^ it; I befeech God, who is the avenger of crimes, to condemn . 
'^ you, and to punifli you as one that is guilty of perjury.'* After 
which, be fènt him back to the Bifliops, to cauie him to be admits - 
ted to the communion of the Church in Confiantinople. 

Alexander, who devoted Jiimfelf much to theXervice of God, was 
Bifhop* there at' that time ; and as he was thoroughly perfuaded of 
the impiety of Alius, and the treachery of the Eufebians, he had - 
always openly declared himfelf againft them, ever fince Alexander 
BiAiop* of Alexandna had by his letters informed him of their wick« - 
cdneft, in. the beginning of that herefy. This, holy man, plainly , 
perceiving the defign of Eufebius, had done all that was in his power 
to prevent the holding that affembly which was held by them in Con- - 
fiantinoplc y (/) but not being able to do it, the intrigues of Eufe- - 
bins having prevailed over his good purpofes, and over all the endea- 
vours that he uied to bring them about, (m) he protefted however, . 
with an invincible refolution, that he would never admit Anus to < 
communion with him, becaufe fo great an heretick was not to be 
trufted; and becaufb having fuch knowledge of him. as he hadi he 
was confident that, they only defired to bring him into the Church -. 

(i) Saoit. lib. I* cap. x^. Nkepk. 1.8. cap. 51. (k) Adit&tf. Epift.^ad . 

Serap. ( I ) Sozom* 1. x, cap. aS^^ (ai) AthasuEp. ad Serap. Sozom« 

ttU. Sacr. lib. i« cap. xf^ 

again^ 



A. D. again to rfain ît^bjr deftroying tlie doârine èf-tbê lièiy GcMiidl of 
Z 3^' N ice, of which that widced wretch wât a fworn enemy, idthonjglrhe had 
falfly fworn that he maintained it. 

(n) £u(ebius being exafperated at the o pp o fitio n whidi he met 
with in this good man, and growing infolent by the orders whidi 
the Emperor had given for Anus's being received to Cboummion, 
after his having fworn ^and fubfcribed, he v»ls furioufly enraged 
againft Alejcaoder, and treating him with ill language, he iniblently 
told him, CO That if he did not receive Arius hi eight days, he woidd 
condemn him himfelf, and caufe him to be depofed and banHhed ; 
that in the mean time he ihotdd be at liberty to dSer his raufbni 
why he thoiq^t that a man, ilrho had fb authentiiekiy given the Empe- 
ror his fubfcription, was not orthodox, (f) In eftâ, they were di- 
vided in Conftantinople upon this iubjeâ, and both fides ndifputed 
warmly about it ; and tho' the greateft part held with their .ffifliop 
Alexander, yet there were not wanting feverkl alfo who undenedi: 
to prove that they injured Arius, wh6(ê doâriiie tfaey^ïud was or- 
thodox. 

(q) But Alexander, avoiding dilptxtes, which would haire been of 
very little ufe to him at that junâure, had rccourfe to more powerful 
weapons, and fpent the whole week in prayer, being flmtup ibdie 
Church, which was ftyledthat of Peace, ftnd{>rôftnitîaghimieIfb^ 
fore the holy altar, he begged of God with tears and groans to d^ 
liver his Church from the great danger that it was in, by ibme em- 
ordinary inftance of his power, becaufe riie fireogth oi his enemies 
' prevailed over the weaknefs of his fervants. (r) ' It is alfi>' find thr 
extraordinary- roan James of Nifibis, who was then in the -impeiU 
city^ joined his prayers to thofe of Alexander, and that Keexhorttd 
all the people to pray to God for the fame purpofe. Howeiler^ tht 
Eufebians, over- joy M at their being fb near, impatiently expe&ed 
the next funday, which was the time appointed for ireftoriiç ilrios 
to Communion with the Catholicks, and openly icdflfed at wfaat^itkx- 
ander unfuccefsfully did to hinder it. Kay, hayingibQndfannonthe 
Saturday out of the Church,\vherc he was almoft continually at prayer, 
they infolently faid to him : (/) " Know that asinfpTgfct of 'yoDvt 

brought Arius to Conftantinople; fo, notwithfbniling-'af]*ycftrAa 

do, we will carry him to monfow to theChufich, -ttdi^nJaB^Aallk 

(n) Socr. ihil (o) fozom. c. 28. (f) Socr. c. *Si (HfJ^focr.^ 

(r) Jhcodor. in vie. Jac. Nifib. apud Lipo.D. t. a. (i) Acban. Ep. ad Smp* 

" xcceifrf 
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** received for orthodox** Tho good . Bilhop, without replying tp 2. 'Ù. 
this rude threatmngj went again into the Churchy where lifting up H^ 
his hands and ejres to heaven^ and afterwards throwing himfelf afl 
along» with his Ucc towards the ground» which he wafhed with his 
tears» he addreÛêd him&lf to God in thofe very words, which S. Ath.a* 
iiafius afliires us he had from his Deacon Macarius, who wft^ then 
prefent» and took a great deal of care to retaui them : (*) ^ Lord» 

if it is certain that Arius (hall to-morrow be admitted to the Com- 

^' munion of the Church» take now diy fervant out of the world» 

^^ and do not confound him with the wicked» who ferves thee out of a 

^* principle of true piety. But if you are fo good as to fpare yottr 

*^ Churdi» as I know of a certain, you will, hear what Eufebiiis has 

/^ dared to lay againft you» and fufïer not your heritage to be put to 

^* Ihame, and brought to ruin without remedy. Root out Ariris 

^* from the êarth> left» being received into the Church» his herefy 

•* feem alfo to be received with him, (0 and ifnpiety» from hencè- 

^ ferward^ be entertained amongft Chriilians for true piety itfelf " 

^Having iiiud this» the good man retired in great aAiaion» expeâing 

the iocodk of his prayerj and the event of this fatal enterptize of 

'the Êu&biaoj^. 

lib did n9t w»t long» for God's affiftance did not long delay the 
joy of kis fervaat after fo many teafs. (J) The next day» vety early» 
£ufd>iiis» attended by a great number of his followers» went to re- 
ccdve Arius at his io^ngs^ {u) whidi were in the palace» and con- 
.duâ him» as it»re in tfiiaâi|>h» through the eity towards the great 
^Chwch,to.reflx>rëhîm'» with fônn^lity» to Eeclefiafticai Communion» 
in the préfence of all the people, (t)* But God referved that oppor- 
tunity to make Us pudifhment the more iiemarkable ; for as he drew 
naar to thé chkf ftreet^ which was called after the name of Conftan- 
-one» where that Piince had fet ti^ a great pillar of Porptiyry» (x*) the 
wMtch was &i9d4 with a fiidded féal-; wHfdi the idâi of his perjury 
' put him into^ by fiiddenly ptéféntihg itfelf to his mind in a frightftil 
manner ; and the eflëâ of his fear WAS fo quick and violent» that 

< 0») J^Takatonr, T.VII. ?.L ^€u (0 Athin. JM. (f) TtlUmoft 

'i§mm Bfi fk é n ^i m t 4MMe»» êcc. fsp that hï% tUath haft^nU em tbt Satardsy 
^fsiÊ im tb$ ffMNiV» hu^ hfij^rt fitw/tt ; tM Epifbanius (as v^tl 4/ MsimUifrg) 
ftéuês Hêmihê imnàiÊy M^mmg ftêm iU wàrdi û( S: AtktmdfaSy intm ifhf^ [neadifin 
ibUTic] S«f T.VI. P. II. p. 804. (m) Sozom. L&. c.^S. Socr. 1. 1. c. i^. 

' Mk^ LC. c. $1. Kvff. I. X. t. z. (t) Sr# Ifoff «Im. (x) 5ec. Ni^eph. 
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^i Z7. finding himfelf urged» by a natural occafion» he witelbroèd towith* 
33^* draw in hafte to a publick place, which was (hewn him near ad joining 
to the ftreet where he was ; and there he died immediately of an 
horrible kind of death ; 0) all his entrails, together' with his li?cr, 
fpleen, and his whole mafs of blood hivmg gufhed' out of his body. 
Eufebius, who had been forced to ftop j {t^ after having watted fome 
time, fearing left Alexander (hoiild feize the Church, fent Ibme of his 
attendants to give notice to Arius \ but they were in an horriblç 
confufion, when word was brought, in a tumultuous manner, of the 
ftate in which the unhappy wretch was found. 

All that accompanied him^ overwhelmed with (hame and grief^ (ît) 
went and hid themfelves, and there never was feen fo mudi dif- 
order and fuch a conftemation, as thofe people were in, upon ac- 
count of this terrible accident. The nolfe of it was fpread in a mo- 
ment throughout the city, and from thence^ in a tittle time» thiougji 
the whole earth. Conftantine rejoiced at it ettremêly; he adored 
the divine juftice» which he had invoked againft Alius» if he deqeivql 
him by a perjury ; he became ftill more firm in the Paith ; (t) and de- 
clared before every one, that God had folemnly confirmed d)C Coundl 
of Nice by this remark^ible accident. All the people throng^ to de 
Church with Alexander, to return thanks to God; wlio luul ddifoed 
it from fb dangerous a perfecution i and who himfelf becotnitag judgs 
of the threatnings of Ejofebius and the prayers. of Alexander» hid 
condemned the herefy of the former by the horrid death <£ the au- 
thor of it. . (0 The infamous place of his puhiflimeht ins had \^ 
abomination by the whole city. It wais (hewn with hbrrtii^^ftraii^ 
as a terrible monument of the Aijan impety» and. God^ VAgomce, 
till a rich Arian, a long time after,, having purchafed it oF thepoblkk, 
bfiilt a magnificent houfe in its place to abolifll the memory of &. Tte 
partizans of Eufebius» being recovered from their firft fui^iiziÉ» dÙ 
îbme of them indeed alledge» to cover their fhame» (J} that Anns dial 
with joy at feeing himfelf about to be fo honound>ly rcfioredj^ others 
faid, that his enemies had killed him after this manner by fbme wickd 
contrivance ; fome, not ib unreafbnable as thefe» codg g vo ura d o 
have it thought that he died of an apoplexy. However^ thefe yk 
Ihifts to difguife a truth which was but too apparent to be coo- 

(x) Socn (O Niceph^ (4) Socr. 1. x^o.^^ ç^\ V|fcy«.^ 

ad Scrap. (0 Sozom. 1. a. c. 2J». fW} Soz. iML 9l Hicc^. 1. r. cf^- 

ceiUi 



1 



BOOK :II; Tbe^Hiftory of A ri it k î s mJ i o} 

cetled, (0 could not extinguifli. the general opinioQ^nor put % ftop fb the 4- D' 
publick voice, which declared every where that God had condemned 33^- 
the doôrine of Arius^ (*) by the punilhment of that wicked wretch ; 
nor could it hinder feveral who had joined thenifeives to that feâ from 
abandoning it ; nor prevent G)nftantine from a ftrong belief that he 
had been deceived by that impcftor^ who at length had drawn the 
vengeance of God upon him by his perjuries. And certainly it might 
be faid that Arianifm then received the fatal ftroke which wouîd 
have deftroycd it, if the death of G)nftantine the great, whom God 
thought fit to take into glory foon after^ had not been the occafion of 
its revivaL 

(/) That Prince was in the 3 2d year of his reign, and about 65 A.D. 
years of age, in all which time he had enjoyed a perfeft ftate o'f 337. 
health, when finding himfelf attacked by a difeafe which increafed 
daily, and having in vain ufed the hot baths of Conftantinople, and 
^âftérwàrcts of HelenopoFis iii Bikhynia^ he caufed himfelf to be carried 
to Achizopa a country-houfe which He had near Nicomedia : ' There 
perceiving by his diftempef's growing ftronger and Wronger, and him- 
felf weaker^ that his death was approaching, he beheld it with the 
fame countenance with which he had feen all the powers of tlje 

. world under his feet ; and fupplying by the ftrength of his mind th^t 
of his body,' which daily decreafed, he did that which never any body 
before him had done, d) He would, as it were, anticipate and per» 
'£oTm his funeral rites himfelf, by fpeaking in the prefence of his 
friends and fervants^ à fimeral oration which he had made for thiK 
occafion. He therein fpoke moft divinely of the immortality of the 
foul after death, and of the glory which is prepared for it in hea^^en, tts 
a recompence for having fer\'ed him upon earth, who is God alone, and 
'having in abhorrence the worihip of Idols : And he (poke fo well and 
£> eameftly upon this fubjeâ, that feveral Pagan philofophers, who 
were ptefent at his diicourfe, were very much aflfeâed by it, and 
jielding to the truth, acknowledged that it was impoifible for any one 
to fpeak better. After this, he made his will, by which he dilpofed 

-of his Empire* (b) He gave it into the cuftody of the Prieft,whom hlk 
Sifter had recommended to him, in whom he had a very great con- 

«fidence, becaufe he looked upon him as a very good, fenfible, and 
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(g) Sozom. ihtd» et Athan. (*) Athan. Ep. ad Serap. (/) Socr. 1. i. 

<.&^. Sozom. !•!• c. 51. Ruff.]. 15. c. ii. Euicb..l«4. c. 55. (gyEw 

^b.c.55. ^ (II) Soor. l.i. c. 1^. Ruff. 1. 1. c. ii. Sozom. 1. z. . c. 31. 
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À, J). fàîth/u! perfon; Re bovaad hhn by âh Mch aèt t6 linife k'dMi «ijf 
337- bè(iy but his fou Conftantius^ to whom he defirejped it ts Ibte iés I» 
arrived, (r) He ivith adminide prefenee o£ miftd cw tt fe i te J die àÊ*^ 
ccrs of his houfhold and army, who werr in deQiair «t the 1q& làfAdi 
they were going to h^ve of rhebçft mailer that etèr was. -A^give 
very magnificent gif&s, which lie nisde perpecoa!^ (w the peofioos 
which he ordered to be d^ftributed at Rome and vonft an t iiie plfc 
(k) He ftiewed^ by uncommon transports of mind, the eztnonlnuDt 
pleafurc which he felt in quitting his Empire upon earth ^r tbe 
Kingdom of Heaven^ and in leaving the wMid to be united Go Cod 
And to exprçfs upon this laft occafîon his zeal (I) for the f 4itb, miA 
fliew chat the punifhment of Arius had fuHy jpiftiSed, m lus opi* 
nion^ the great Athanafius, whom they could never decdve ; he on* 
dered him to be re-eftablîAiçd in his ffse, and gave thH QX)der in tbe 
prefenee of £M&bius of Nicomedig^ who cunningly^ tho^ in «{i^ 
did all that he could to prevent it. 

Ijtisdifputed, whepher hé was baptized at this tin^e^ $s feme an« 
ei^qt authors all^dgf from Eufebius^ or £)me nionths feefere tfar 
Council of >Ticç» as the (m) leamçd Church Annalift undertalçes ^ 
prov^y which ic dpç$ not bçloqg tp me as an hiftoriai» to decide: 
IJowewr^ it i^ ce9:%aiji that np one ever had greater fintiiotiitt of 
^iety. than Cooftaptine difboyered at this junâuré; nud that Jo dû 
hfppy &s^y being pçifeâly iphis ièn&$, and çpjoyiog a gnat tr§th 
^utility of mindj the aflTurgacÇj as it were» of his ^pprogcbiqg hlifi^ 
(fl) he gave up his foul to Cod on the zzd of Mgy^ abpqc ngon^ be- 
kig WhitAuiday» m the year of oyr I^rd three hundred «od thiiif 
levep. 

^ever was Prince more (ineerely bewailed by bi3 Suhîpàs that 
Conftantine; nor did ever people <^ all ranks in the JSxnpiic, cCpt^ 
ciglly the Soldiery^ who loved him e^ceediogly» endeavour tP ^^\\gr 
ih^f grief, by éoing greater henom-s to a deceafed Prince^ tluui tbok 
that were done to his memory. His body» dxeilfd in the ff p yj^ 
robes, with his diadem fparkling with precious floaes, was mi in a 
coffin of gold» covered %vith purple, and carried by hi$ fiil^jny H 
|c were, in triumph into Conftantinople, and depofited in (he gxot 
hall of his palace, with the greateft ftate and pomp that ever wts 

0) Eufeb. c. 4^ fk) Eufeb. (/) Bpift* Coaft. jua, «p^l Ari^ 

Apol. £. Socr. 1. X. c. I. Tfaeod. L I.C.I». Sozom. 1. 1. c f • Ç— > AriH# 

Ufkcb (n) Chro. Alex. Euftb. 1. 4. de vit. Confi. c ^^ ^' "" 
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xSai m fueh oenmcmies. The golden oofm betog ftt -emirely opefr^ >f . i7. 

iifborerea Coofttntme under a fpidonscanopyi very lofty» tod fur^ ^37* 

rounded by a g;reat number of wmx-fights fct in tgndkfticks of goldj 

Md placed in exaAcrder. His foapd» ftobd abouc him, and relieved 

one ânodier day and nig^ as they «fed to do in his fi&*-time when 

they mounted guard before his palace. Ail the officers of the Empire^ 

the tribunes and ospcains of the attny, came regularly every day^ 

we after another» according to their rank» and proflrated theriifelve$ « 

upon the ground before the Emperor» as if he had been on his . 

throne» asid chey were eome to do him homage. The Senate and Mav*^ 

^Arates came alfo in a body to pay him the fame refpe&s» and every 

thing tvas performed with the greateft refpea that they ufnally did 

to honour andfinre him whilft he was alive> which had never been 

lAone to«ny of the^ Emperors his predeeeflbrs. So that it iaemed m if 

|E8US CHRIST caufed him to xeign a&cr his death» 6>r being 

fi> zealous whilft alive^ in eanfing him to be acknowfedgtti and tù^ 

f«ieoced as tme God rtiroughout the whole estent of his Empire. 

For Ae Army would not fiitfer the hoooiirstfii nEfoBtf ûm were 

pridMmtobe intermitted» until Conftaqtins» who was in the Weft» 

WM eome to finiCh the funeral ceremonies. Then he wae earned in» 

to the ^aagnifleent Church that was dedicated to the Apoftles» whiefi 

â fitfle4>dbfe his death he had built» and eovered with plates of 

oûpper ^y «ad had ereâed a fumptuous mooument ia the porch» 

out '«f ^efailfUan humility» and placed it amongft the ftatues of tliofe 

ewc^lirfflCS» that he mt^ht» fays (fi) Eufebins» partake of the pray« 

trs whidk weiiM be made in fb holy a ^hice {f) in honour of Hie 

Apofies. 

Aiteru^ards thc^ c^njed hiip to his fepulchre» yi\t\i as niuch ftate 
lis if hê luul t^9n emring into Qld Rome i« triumph; as he hjui for* 
ioeilrdnne* The whole army attended him wij^h aoloiin flying» 
iq) all the people of the dty foHowed in crowds ; the guards marched 
ea each fide (he coffin» which was placed upon a magnificent chariot. 
Conftantjufc fcl|owed by the Senate» the Magiftrates» and ^1 the 
Gi^ndeea -of the ]£mprre» came immediately after ; and when they 
had pttd their h|ft rdfpeâs to the Emperor» as to their mafler» the 

(#) Lib. 4» c 5S* ficieq;. {f) In tbofê times y H vras nfuMl U fmmgmwsU anà ^ 
* ifMT f^ ••«• ^ AfJtUi ami Martyrs tbemfcives in the offices tfthe Chuftby tobick is^ 
tmj differwt ff$m pn^H *« ^^- ^^* ^^ *"^'* ^i^' ^^' (^^ f^^ ^"^^ 
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ji. D. BKhops^ attended by the Clei^ and people, all in tears, came to 
337. perform the duties of the Church as to its Proteâor, and the firft 
chriftian Emperor, by (r) foleronly offering, with great groans, fer- 
vent prayers to God for his foul, that he might be £> happy as to 
enjoy the benefit of fo many good prayers, and the myfUcal ikcri? 
iice which was performed at his tomb, with other facred ceremo* 
nies. / thought I fimld not be blamed for defcribing im my biflarj tbf 
funeral of the firft Chriftian Cafar, to convince feople, that im the jourA 
century J the Church (which the Proteftams achwudedge as a true mr) ven 
much refembled our Church in the facred Cerem$nief, in the unèh$^ Sacri* 
ficesy and in the Prayers whifh are at this time fefformed fur tie Jêodi 
Befedes that Conftantine^ who has fo great afharein what I btrue written^ 
well deferves to han)e his memory honoured in this particular. 

I know that Eufebius, in his life of Q)nftantine, gives ns tather 
an idea of a complete Prince, as Xenophon did formerly for Cyru^ 
than a pidure drawn from the life. On the other fide too, we are 
not ignorant that Zofimus, to revenge the overthrow of his Gods^ 
amongft a great deal of good which he could not oonceal^ has ùià 
abundance of evil of that prince, which nothing but invetente mi- 
lice caufed him to remark in his aâions. To fpeak more reaiboaU? 
between thefe two extremes, • it cannot be denied but that Jie hid 
fome failings» which made him guilty of what he had realon to xneot 
of. For he was hafty, cholerick, and too fudden in putting tfaii» 
inexécutions not Sufficiently fparing of Blood, and vçry liable to 
be deceived by flatterers and cheats, and too eafy in xvceivii^ ifl 
impreffions from others, or forming ill notions himfelf^ upon ?ot 
flight grounds, of thofe whom he thought oppofed his Sentimem^ 

(r) Tic vtêHs ht'EuJeUus are, T*V ivx^f vVip rîf B«r/AW ^ySf 
i*jr%Jiih9ét,f tbÎ 'Gif. Hift. EccL lib. 4. c. 71. And flaying fir the Vesd 
WMSy JoitMefSy in nft very early, 4is appears from Tertniliam, S. Cjffûni^kc. ft 
/eems naturally to follow from the opinion of an intermediate fiatë mfter dtéifh wM th 
ufnmBien, Vfbicb Bijbop Fear/on fays (Art. V.; the mojt ancient •/ ri» FaOmir 
lieved ; and even Bijbop Bnmet (XXXIX. Art. p, 225.) tells ns, thmt *''2l» eimms 
^* that they [the Fathers'] fell into conceminfr the fiat e of departed fimlg^ kethhittr- 
** val hetfffeen their death and the day of judgment y gave oeeapon meatigk fmpeam' 
And afterwards, — *' Tho* thefe prayers for the Dead did veryprohahiy giv9 the ehitffA 
" to tie doUnne of Furgatcty; yet as they then made them, [Lc. tbefa prayerijd^ 
" wre utterly inconfiflent with that opinion." See farther, a Book emtitmhd Prioiife 
Doariocs revived, printed in Svo. A.D. 1715- and recommended h IV. Sicbui a 
alfo Bijbop BnlTs anfwer to the Bijoop of Meattx. 
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or difobcyed his orders. But wc muft alfo acknowledge^ and his A. ÏK 
enemies cannot difpute it, that he had almoft all the good qualifica- 337^ 
tions both of body and mind that are requifite to form an hero j 
{/) that he was a well made man, majeftick, ftrong, indefatigable 
and brave ; a good foldier, wife and eloquent ; a (incere friend, 
liberal, magnificent and fond of glory ; beloved by his Subjeôs^ 
feared by his enemies, always happy, ever viâorious, and refpeôed 
by all the world ; and what completed his charaâer, he was always ^ 
religious, and could never be fliaken in refpeft of the Nicene - 
Faith, but conftantly adored JESUS CHRIST as his God and : 
Saviour, till the very laft minute of his life- For tho* he had a refpeft . 
for fomc heretical Bilhops, it was their hypocrify, which made them 
feem orthodox, that deceived him ; and tho* fbme that were very holy 
and onhodox were ill treated by him, they were in reality opprefTed 
by the calumny of their enemies, who reprefented them either as . 
criminals againft the flate, or followers of the herefy of Paulus Sa- 
moiktenus : Which fome of the Weftern writers not being well ap- 
prized of» and enraged befides at feeing fo many great men baniflied 
by him, (1) they have gone fo far as to fay, doubtlefs very impro- 
perly> that he was fallen into Arianifm : Whereas the mofl obflinate 
Arians, and even Arius himfelf, were fo throughly perfuaded that 
Confiantine had their doârine in abhorrence, and that he would ne- 
Ter fufer the leafk attempt to be made upon that of the (u) Q)un- 
cii of Kioe^ and the Oonfiibftantiality of the Word, that they 
were obliged to fubferibe to it, and no body durft declare againfl it 
whilft he fived* Moreover, the Fathers of the Church have all along 
made great encomiums upon the purity of his fiuth. S. Athanafius . 
himfelf who mufl needs have known him, and befides had no great 
xeafbn to be pleafed with him, propofed him, after his death, to the 
Empexors (x) for an example of a Prince, who had always held 
ftedfaftly to the Nicene Faith ,• and if his fucceflbr had followed it, 
die fame ffaroke, that had driven Arius out of the world, would al£> 
have put an end to Arianifim 

(/) ViAor. Eotrop. (0 ^c^^* Calar. pro S. Athan. 1. x. Nier, in Cbrdn. 

(m) Socom. \.%. c. 30. Thcfdoi. L &• c. ^ lib. >• c. x. (x> Athan. ad SoUu 
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È H R £ E Months afccr Conftantine's death, 
his three fons, who had been fucceffively 
created Cxlàrs every tenth year of his reign, 
beii^ proclaimed Emperors both by the 
Eaftem and Weflem armies, took pofleffion 
of their fereral portions of the Empire, 
according to their other's laft will ; Con- 
ftantine, who was the eldeft, had, with 
both the Gauls, all that lay on the fide of 
the Alps towards the Weft and North as far as the Ocean ; Conftans, 
the youngeft, was mafter of Rome, Italy, lUyricum, Macedonia, 
Greece, A£nca, Sicily, and ell the Ifles : And Conftantios, the fé- 
cond foD, had Thrace with the Imperial city, and all the Empire of 
the Weft, together with Egypt : But at the fiune time that he became 
poOèflèd of thefe dominions, he gave himiblf up to two cf uie mofl 

C«} Uat. ViQo'! » pOBfti Zgfiautit Zqmt. anml. Toa». IH- 

Q " ""' dangbrtft^ 



ji.D. 
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JÎ, D. dangerous of the Arians» who influenced him as they pleafed» in or- 
337. der to eftablifti their herefy throughout the whole Empire by bis au- 
thority. 

Th^ firfl: of thefe was that Prieft^ whom Gmfbntihe had entmfied 
with his will^ who, after the Emperor% death, having been the firft 
that advertized Conilantius of coming to Conftantinople with all 
fpeed, and the Prince finding himfelf mafter of all that he had de* 
lîred by that will, made no queftion but it was this Prieft who had in- 
duced his fathor to make it, ^d co/9i£quentIy that hew^s obliged to 
him tpon this account : (h) Therefore he conceited fildi ^n a^âioii 
for him, that be placed all hii confidence in him^ gave him the com- 
mand over all that were in his palace ; and, in fhort, was wholly go- 
verned by him. 

The fécond was Eufebius of Nicomedia, (c) who gave him the let- 
ters, whichj he ikid^ were entrufted ^tb him by the Emperor a little 
before his death; by which he tt^arried him to bet^arfr of his two un- 
cles, Conftantius and Hannibalianus, the brothers of Conftantine, 
who had been fo wicked as to poifon him ; and that he fhould be fiire 
to revenge his father's death on them, (d) There was, in truth, fuch 
a report fpread abroad, as it often happens at the death of great Prin- 
ce's, which the malice of fome people would make the more remark- 
able, upon account of fuch fufpicions, which have never been en- 
tirely brought to light. But fince that report had no reaibnable foun- 
dation ; and that during Conftantine^s ficknefSi tirhich Iftfted above fix 
weeks, there was no mention made of poyfoi^ -we don't find diat it 
niade any great impreflion upon the people.' So that tbeie is « great 
deal of reafbn to think that thofe letters were forged, and dmt it was 
only a contrivance between Conftantius and Eufebius to make thole 
unhappy Princes the more odious, and favour the defign wiikfc that 
Emperor had of getting rid of them, in order to feign akxie in the 
Eaft. For a little while after, the army, bjr the fbcret orders, or at 
leaft by the confent of Conftantius, riling in arms, cried out in a tu- 
tnultuous manner, (e) That they would never fuflfer my hfut the diil- 
dren of Conftantine to have a fhare in the Empire ; (f) uBd dwt- 
upon the foldiers maflacred the two Princes his brotheiv, nd fon 
after Dalmatius, fon to his fécond brother, (g) Ifc ^1^ ^ yong 

(h) Ruff. K r. c. I u Socr. 1. %. c. i. Sonom. 1. 1, c. i. (c) Ce^*taCoB- 

pcnd. (i) Arthem. Mart.apud Mctaphr. (e) Sozom. 1. a. Stcr.Lj. 

. t^M if) Sotttt. Li. Ci. yifiot-inCiaafc <*} ^Emu^. l^io. 
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PriDce, nrfiohftdAgreati^anygpod qualities, and who gave hopes or A.D. 
his being in time like his uncle, who had already created him Carfar : 337- 
But all this merit had no efFed upon Conftantius, tho' he was his cou- 
(in perman, becaufe he would not endure any one, who, as it were, 
cclipfed him in the Empire. Gallus and Julian, his two other coufins 
very difficultly efcaped ; the one by means of a dangerous fickneft, 
and the other by being very young ; for Gallus, who was extremely 
fick, was but twelve years old, and Julian no more than five. For 
which reafon, thinking that he had nothing to apprehend from two 
children, he determined to Jiave them brought up to Learning, far 
from the court, (h) in a fine palace that he had near Carfarea in Pa- 
leftine, in order to dedicate them afterwards to the Church. (/) He 
moreover caufed Optalus and Oblavius, who had the greateft power 
with his father, to be killed ; and changing ail the officers of his palace, 
he gave the moft confiderable places to the (k) Eunuchs, whom Con- 
ftantine had always held in contempt, and kept in the meaneft em- 
ployments. 

Such cruel beginnings, which favoured of the brutality of the late 
Pagan Emperors, were the prefkges of a reign more dreadful to Reli- 
gion, than the moft bloody perfecutions of idolatrous tyrants them- 
ielves had been. (/) Eufebius of Nicomedia being no longer under 
any apprehenfions of Conftantine, and expefting every thing that he 
could defire from Conftantius, pulled off his difguife, and began to 
aft openly in the city, in concert with Theognis of Nice ; their en- 
deavour was to deftroy the Faith of the Council, to abolifli the term 
Conftdfiantial, and, inftead thereof, to eftablilh all the heretical tenets 
of Arius, whofe equivocations were rendered entirely ufeleis by that 
expr^ffion. On die other fide, thePrieft their confederate went on 
£o fuccefsfully in the Palace, that he there gained over ii) a little time 
the principal officers, whom he corrupted with Arianifm. The firft 
whom he undertook toperfuade, was(wf) Eufebius the Eunuch, one 
of the moft confiderable amongft them, being Great-Chamberlain to the 
Emperor. As wicked men are eafily united together to do evil, when 
itbeir interefts agree ; this Eunuch, who aimed at nothing but making 
Jiis fortune, feeing the Prieft have fo much power over his Mafter, 
ibon let himfelf be won, and became as obftinate an Arian , as he 

(ly Sozom. 1. 5 . c. t. ' (i) ZoGm. ihid. Atliin. Ep, ad Solit. (k) Lam- 

prid. in Alex. (I) Soaat. L &. c. &. Sozom. 1. j. c. i, (19) Soar. L £. c. i . 

K^z who 
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A. D. who engaged him in the herefy. Nay, what is more, he broi^ 
337- over all the Eunuchs of the Palace into the lame party, who made no 
difficulty of following the Religion, or rather the impious error of 
their chief. And that hypocritical Prieft having learned, at Conftantia's 
expence, the art of infinuating himfelf deztroufly into the good opinion 
of women, by means of being what we call their dtreâor, knew fo 
well how to manage theEmpreû as fuch, and caufed her to be fo clo&Iy 
bedeged by the Eunuchs, (») who, as well as himfelf, were continually 
fpeaking aidvantageoufly of the new opbion; that the Princefs, wIk> 
valued herfelf for her wit, became an Arian with all her heart, and 
openly took that party under her protcftion. (o) After this, it was 
no difficult matter to move Conftantius, who befides affeâed to alter 
every thing that his father had done, and who was, as it were, de- 
livered up into the hands of Arians of both fexes, with whom his pa- 
lace was filled. In eflfeô, he immediately {hewed that he delighted ta 
hear them fpeak of the doôrine of Arius ; he even undertook to ex- 
amine it, and made them difpute about it before him, as if it had been 
a queftion in debate, and people were ftill at liberty which fide to 
choofe ; fo that being in doubt, whether he fhould become an Arian, he 
already ceafed to be a Catholick, and began to difcover that he could 
be, what he foon after publickly declared himfelf, namely, the hed 
and defender of Arianifm. 

In the mean time, the liberty tvhich people had of ipea&ing their 
fentiments upon a point, which in the reign of Conftantine they ami 
not call in queftion, caufed every where very great dilbrders. (p) The 
matter was warmly debated on both fides, both at Court and in the 
city : The Eunuchs, being viftors in the palace, aâed the part of 
Doâors, and difputed authoritatively with thofe Ladies belonging to 
the Emprefs, whom the fear of God, and the tenderness of their con- 
fcience, ftill kept in that fubmiffion, that was due to the determina- 
tions of the Council. War was likewife waged in private fiunilies» 
through the eagernels of difputing ; every one choie their party, and 
armed themfelves with arguments and pafTages of Scripture to defend 
it ; they even proceeded to abufe and infult one another, and the diA 
order was foon as great in Conftantiqople, in the. provinces, paro- 
ticularly in Egypt and Alexandria, as it had been in the b^imiingaf 
this herefy, when Arius there formed his party againft Alexander. 
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(f) This was exaâly what Eufebius and Theognis defired^ who A. IX 
hoped to reap their advantage from thefe diforders, and to contrive 337- 
it fo, that Conllantius, out of policy at leaft, might not recall S. Atha-. 
nafius, as Conftantine had ordered him^ but keep him ftill in banifli-^ 
ment, left the diforders in Alexandria (hould be increafed by his re-? 
turn : By this means they imagined they fliould be able to place a Bi-r 
fhop there of their own faôion ; (r) for they had no hopes of ftifling 
the Faith which had been preferved by the G)uncil of Nice, whilft 
it had fo powerful a defender as Athanafius : (s) And it is very pro^ 
bable they would have fucceeded, had not his unexpeâed return fud- 
deiily. overturn^ all their defigns, fînce the Emperor himfelf . came 
very readily into their fendments, and that hypocritical Prieft was 
continually telling him, with great groans, that they were the authors 
of thofe diforders in the Church, who had inferted into the Confe^ 
(ion of Faitb> the term Confutfiamialy which was not to be found in 
Tcripture. 

Conftantine the younger, who had received S. Athanafius at Treves A. J> 
i^ithalltlie refpeâ that was due to his merit, having been informed 33S. 
of the laft orders of the Emperor his Father concerning his being re- 
ftpred» had immediately (t) fent him back to his Church, with letters, 
SDuch to his honour, which (igniiied to the Alexandrians this laft de-- 
fire of Conftantine the great, which he fuppofed they would put in exe- 
cution without difpute, and without its being necelTary for him to 
have recourfe to Conftandus, who was informed of it as well as him- 
felf. (u) He was received there with great tokens of joy, and by 
an incredible concourfe of people of all orders, who could not fuf- 
. ficiently cxprefs to him the pleafure which they received by feeing 
hkn again. And as the other Bifhops, who had only been baniftied . 
upon his account, returned to their fees almoft at the fame time; 
the joy upon this occafion became general throughout all Egypt. This 
was a great furprize to the Arians ; but Eufebius, who was never at 
a lofi^ but bad always an expedient ready againft whatever might hap- 
pen, wrote to his pardzans in Egypt, the chief of whom was Secundus 
€»f Ptolemais, to raife as great a tumult as they could againft Athana- 
I fins, (x) becaufe the greater diforders they made upon his account, the 
B abetter opportunity would he have to proceed againft him with fuccefs. 
i 

I iq) Sooife iUd. Soiwom.'Md. • (f) Socrat. (1.) Theodor. 1. 2. c. 5. 

C#) Tiicodor. 1. ». c. I. Soar. L »• c. t, Sozoou L }• c. i. («) Theodor. 1.x. 

^•h Btift5Sfrs AlcZi ^^d Atban, Apol_.2s (jr) Atbaa»Or.s, contr. Ar., 
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A. D. This Accordingly happened ; for EufebiuSt tfiser haviiig taken mt- 
3 3 8. fures with the Arian Prieft, who influenced Conftantius as he plea&d, 
came to n^ake remonftrances upon this matter 0^) with Theognis cf 
Nice^ and Theodore of Perinthus, a man of great repute for his wic 
and extraordinary knoivledge. Their Biflioprîcks not being a giear 
way from Conftantinopie^ they were ufuifly at Court» without asy 
one's finding £iult with them, and the Pneft who was io the fixnt 
tvith them procured them audience of the Emperor whenever they 
had a mind. Accordingly they came and remooftrated to him, ^' Xbat 
^^ Athanafius's return had caufed abundance of mifchief in £gjp^ 
^' particularly in Alexandria ; That the greateft part of the peo^ 
*' who had him in abhorrence, heard the news of it with shegreateft 
^^ concern, which they fignîfied by groans and ciies as in a pcd>Iicl: 
'^ calamity ; That he not being able to bear the marks -which were 
^' given, even in his prefence, of the (zJ) hatred which diey boie 
^' him, had vented his rage upon the people, both in perlba, and fay 
*^ his Priefts, who ferved him inftead of executioners ; That jfccit 
^' had been blood fpik in the tumult, and that he had gooe into tfe 
*' Church like a lyon let loofe, trampling upon che ixxlies of tbofe 
'^ whom his partizans had maffacred ; and that not only £gypr, (i) 
^' but all the neighbouring provinces were continually difturixd hfi 

the feditions that were raifed upon his account/* li^Qxeover tiicgr 
remonftrated, {b) " That he had violated all the Laws of theChuthby I 

entering into his Bifhoprick in oppofition to all manner of êon^ \ 
*' and contrary to the Canons, which allow nota Bifliop depolèdby^ 
*' Synod, as he had been in that of Tyre, to be re-cftahli(hcd other- 
'^* wile than by an Epifcopal determination." AtJei^h tèeyaddd, 

(f) That through an abominable avarice which came ncartoiaai* 
" lege, he had kept the corn which Conftantine of glorious aemoij, 
" had ordered to be diftributed to the poor Widows offeysftaiii 

Lybia. 

Conftantius, who was already exafperated againft S. AfhaMfilK kf 
having returned without his being confulted, and who. hdides» as k- 
ing a profeflfed Arian, could not aâeâ him, was very eafily poaiMdod; 
and would have been glad to have drawn him from AlcKaodria atliiC 
time : But whether it was that he ^as afliamed to proceed £> lye^P 

(y) Theodor. 1. z. c. 2: f^) Epiik Syr. Alextnd. apod Aliiw.jA«l.s. 

Xa) TJicodor. hi. c. x. (j) fijàl. Sfuihid. Socr. La^c*. JBos.J.Tc->* . . 

(0 Epiil. Syr. Alexaad. ilM. I ^ 
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and whout any formal procefs againft the laft orders of his father, ji. D. 
which were known to all the world ; or that he was afraid of fetting 338* 
his brother Conftantioe and Conftans againft him, who had both de-* 
dared for S. Athanafius ; he durft not then let this matter pais un- 
regarded, and it was agreed, to preferve an appearance at leaft of 
juftice and decency, that thofe Bifhops (hould fend to the two wefter» 
Emperors, and to the Biftiop of Rome, to make the fame complaints 
and acciifations againft S. Athanafius : Which that Patriarch being 
informed of, he called a Synod of all the Bifhops that were under the 
jurifdi&ion of the Church of Alexandria, who after having confulted 
together about the importance of that affair, they wrote an excellent 
(d) Synodical letter to the Bifliop of Rome, and to all the reft of the 
Bilhops of the Catholick Church throughout the world, containing a 
juftification of S. Athanafius's conduâ, and an exaâ confutation of 
all the forgeries with which the Eufebians and Arians, ever fince the 
Council of Kice, had formerly endeavoiired, and did ftill endeavour, ^ 
to blacken his charaâer and opprefs his innocence. After this, the A. 2X 
holy Patriarch fent fome of his Priefts both in his own and in the 339* 
sunne of all thofe Bifiiops, to the two Emperors, and to the Bifhop 
of Rome, to inform, them of the truth, and in their prefence to con- 
fate by fiifficient vouchers, which they carried with diem, the calum- 
nies of thofe that were fent by Eufebius. (e) The matter foon came 
to a ooDclofion before Conftantine and Conftans, who, by the anfvvers 
^ the PtieAs of Alexandria, having prefeotly difçovercd the weak» 
aefs and nnipudence of the accufiers, drove them, with di%race, from 
tiietr y r efe ii ce , without allowing them another hearing. 

Bat the matter could not be carried on fo expeditioufly at Rome^ . 
where it was seceitary to proceed in form, which by means of the arti- 
;|Rjes of die Eufebians was the occaiion of its being prolongied. The 
Bifhop of Rome at that time was Julius, who had ikt two years ip 
;^he fee lifter Mark, the fucceflbr of Sylvefter, and had all the vertue 
ind £kerdocal refolution that could be defired in a great Prelate, to 
^ iupp o rt toDooeoce and truth againft the attempts of herefy. The 
4laFâm8 that oasie from £ufebius> who were Macariua a Prieft and 
MaxtynM'aad Hefychrus Deacons, having got toRomeiirft, eodet- 
imired £9rtfawidi to fiirprize Juliu5> (f) and obtain from him letters 

fjli Ackia. Apatl« u (g) Athan. £p. ad. Solit» ( f) EpiA. Jul. apui . ^ 

Atluii. Apoh i^ 
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j1. D. ef communion to the moft notorious Arians in Alexandria, whothe^ 
. 339. pretended were entirely catholick ; but S. Athadafius's Priefts, who 
came foon after^ began their bufinefs with difcovering this notorious 
£al(hood ; which obliged Julius to cite them to Rome. And in the 
mean rime thefe Priefts fo plainly (hewed the innocence x)f the fti- 
triarch, the wickednefs of the Eufebians, and the invalidity of the 
Û&S of the pretended Council of Tyre, that their deputies not being 
able to anfwer the convincing proofs that were produced a^dnft 
them, were forced to have recourfe to the laft expedient, which Eu- 
febius had prefcribed to them in their inftruâions ; for, through fear of 
being condemned, as they would certainly have been, they defired 
(g) JuUus to call a general Council, (h) to which Athanafius and the 
Bifliops of Eufebius's party might be cited, and in which that caufe 
might be examined in a judicial manner ; afTuring him, that they 
would there fupport their accufation with fuch fiaâs as could not be 
anfwered. After which, as they perceived that thofe, in whofe fit- 
vour they had endeavoured to furprize Julius, were about to be coin 
viâed of Arianifm, they retired during the night, tho* one of them 
was very (ick ; and fo without taking leave, they returned to Cqd- 
flantinople. 

It was no difficult matter to difcover by what manner of fpirit they 
were aâuated, and that they had only defired the Couneil to gain 
time, and in the mean while to ward off a blow which was unavoid- 
able. Julius however, that neither Conftantius nor the Eufebians 
-might have any pretence to complain, thought it requifite to comply 
with them, efpecially feeing that (/) Marcellus of Ancyra, andfome 
^others whom they had driven from their Sees, were come to Rome 
to feek for juftice againft them, on account of the oppreffion which 
they had fuffere4> and the many crimes which they had been accufed 
*of by thenk 
ji D. Julius therefore having advifed with the Biftiopr of Italy, whom 

3^0. ^6 had affembled upon fo important an occafion, appointed a Conncil 
to be held at Rome, (k) to which he cited S. Athanafius^ togedier 
with Eufebius, and the Bifhops of his party ; and fent ElpicUus ^ 
Philoxenus, two Priefts of his Church, with letters to them fear that 
purpofe. The good Patriarch came to Rome with all coofenieDC 

(g)lbid. {h) Athan. £p. ad Solit. (i) Epift. Jid. Acbaiu £p. ^ 

Solk. (Q Epifi. JiU. Ep. ad SoliÇa 

expedidoq» 
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expedition, and was perfcdiy well received there by Julius and j4. D. 
(/) the Officers of the Empeior Confians^ who took abundance of 340. 
tare both of him and his friends all the time that they ftaid with 
them. Amongft the reft, he brought with him (m) two excellent 
Monks named Ifidore and Ammonius, who were both men of admi- 
rable fanûity, in order to give the Weft, and particularly Rome, a 
thorough notion of the monaftick life and difcipline, which was as yet 
only known in the £aft, where it flouriftied, particularly in the foli- 
tudesof Thebaïs, under theconduâ and direâion of the great An- 
thony, who was linked with S. Athanafius in the facred band of 
friendlhip. This good Bifliop had lately compoied the life of this 
holy Anchoret, who was ftill ali\^, and was glad of fo good an oppor- 
tunity of publiihing it at Rome, (n) as he did at that time, to (hew 
them the model and original of what they fkw fo well copied in Ifidore 
and Ammonius. It was received there not only with the general 
applaufe of. cvçry body, who admired fuch extraordinary perfection, 
but it alfo had a wonderful effeâ upon feveral confiderable perfons, 
particularly Marcella, one of the greateft ladies in Rome, who was 
the firft in the £aft, who honoured, her fex by publickly profefHng 
this fort of life, together with feveral others, who preferred thejmi- 
tatien of fo good an exajnple to all worldly greatnefs. It is alfo 
laid, that -S. Athanafius at this time compofed the admirable (0) Creed 
that goes under hi fnamey as a G>nfeffion of Faith, which he prefented 
to dieCoiioçil and the Bifhop of Rpme, in order to have commu- 
nion with the Rom^ Church before his.caufe came to be examined. 
This excellefit. piece (it is faid) was placed in the Archives, with the 
aâs of the Council ; and it being found a long time after, when it 
was thoi)ght to be loft, with feveral other things, in the revolutions 
which oAcn happened at Rome, . it was.iiidged fit to be made pub- 
lick, in honqur of themçmory of fo- great a man, and to be inferted 
in the divine offices, to promote the taith of believers, as expreffing 
moft perfcôly the Catholick Faith, in oppofition to the impieties and 
biafphemies of Arianifm ; tho' it is very probable that the fécond 

(/) A{|bf. aid ^nftint. (m)%<iCT, 1. 4. c. iS.' {n) Hier. £p. i^. {0) ^t- 
ron. U afi)V4P«'^«*i^«*^ Ste "^ WixMïià* $; CtitUal Hifory •/ the Athdndpan Creed. 
Do Pio, VôL n» p. 55. aniiiXitmoviii T. MIL P. I. $. 50. and Noce 34. fur Atha* 
aafc. 

R part. 
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ji. D. part, vrhich relates to the great myftcry of the incamtion, (f) m 
340. oppoHtion to the herefy of Neftorius, has fince been added, hi fhort, 
S. Athanafius had no leifure to fatisfy his devotion «t the tombs of 
the Apoftles and Martyrs, and in other holy places, for the i^ace of 
eighteen months; (q) dtiring all which, he in vatn waited for his 
adverfaries. 

For Eufebius and his party had quite ether defigns than that of 
coming to Rome. They endeavoured indeed to amule Julius aod 
Athanafius, with hopes of that judgment which they them£:lres had 
demanded to be given in the Weft, ift the prefence of the Bifiiop of 
Rome, whilft they laboured in the Eaft to drive the moft zealous de« 
fenders of the feith from their fees, and get pofTeflion of the Churches, 
in order to place there the moft open enemies of the (r) doârine of 
Nice* Atleigth therefore, they excufed themfelves upon account of 
the war that was then with the Perfians, which made it improper for 
Bifhops to be lb long abfent from their people ; and yet they re- 
tained (*) Juliuses deputies^ under pretence of fiiewing them le- 
fpeâ, by waiting on them at Rome as fooo as they conveniently 
could. But in the mean time,, they took all occaiions of treating the 
orthodox Kfhops as they had uied S. Athanafius. 

In effeâ, after the death of Alexander, who died at this time at 
Conftantinople, in the 84th year of his age, a man no Ids remarkable 
for his merit than years, the Catholicks, who were yet the moft nu- 
merous, having fet in his place Paul, a very learned and vertuous man, 
and one inviolably attached to the belief of the Confol^bmtiafity of 
the Word ; (/) and this being done notwithftanding all the cabals of 
the Arians who were for fetting up Macedonius, another Prieft of 
Conftantinople, of whom they fancied themfelves fecuie, Eoftbius 
thought that he had found out a way both to deliver his pirty ûtmt 
io powerful an adverfary, and to poffefs a poft which he looked upon 
as very advantageous to iatisfy his ambition> and the defire he had 

rp) ^is is otti of th^ AfgumiWis^ fbat if urged agsinfi ibU CmdTt hmmg S. Âikd- 
mupm'i. ISte Note above."] For he died dlam the year yri ; ^nd the herefj ef Sefo- 
ritis was not broaebid till towards the middle of the next centttrf. p$ mi^ Fairimch 
of ConfiantinêfUy and denied the union of the human and divine mmimres in mr Ssokur 
Chrift. (^ Site Tillcmont, ibid. §. J4. and Note 40. and AthanaC vie B»e- 

dift. p. 3 J, Cfc. (r) Athin. Ep. ad Solit. (*) Epift. TuL ttmd Aibia. 

Apol.A. (i) Socr. 1. t. c 5. 

cf 
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of promoting his Sea. For which realbn, as foon as Conftantius, in A. jy 
whofe abftncc this eleftion was made, returned, he fo biaffed him by 34a. 
means of the power which he and his party had with him, that this 
Prince was very angry, that, without his knowledge, they had chofen 
a pcrfon fo difagreeable to him, and fo oppofite to his opinion and de- 
figns. (0 Upon which, having aflembled as many of the Arian Bi- 
(hops as they could of thofe who lived neareft to Conftantinople, he 
caufed Paul to be depofed (») as an intruder, who had procured himfelf 
to be elcfted without the confent of the neighbouring Bi(hops,by whom 
the eleftion ought to have been made, (x) Then he banilhed him, 
and caufed Eufebius to be chofen in his ftead, who thus was tranflated 
(j) from the Church of Nicomedia, formerly an Imperial city, to that 
of Conftantinople, which then was fuch, and remains fb at this time. 

After having fo happily fucceeded in his enterprise, Eufebius re- 
Iblvcd to rid himfelf of Euftathius Bifhop of Antioch, the moft power- 
ful of all diofe who oppofed the eftabliftiment of his herefy. To bring 
this defign about, he fuborned people to tell (*) Conftantius, that he 
was an enemy to him, and had fpoken infolently and abufively of the 
memory of the Emprefs his mother. This accufation relating to a 
%-cry tender point, (z,) the Emperor, who was extremely exafperated 
jBgainft him, without difficulty refolved his deftruftion, and aban- 
doned him to Eufebius, who undertook to ruin him under fome other 
pretence, and procure him to be condemned for other crimes, without 
mentioning this, or (b much as there being any appearance of it. For 
this purpofe ht feigned a journey to Jenifalem to vifit the holy places, 
f5rom whence he returned back to Antioch, to give orders about what 
was neoeflary for celebrating the dedication (a) of the great Temple, 
t^hichConftantine had begun to build there, and Conftantius hadfi- 
nifhed. He fet out from Conftantinople with Theognis of Nice, the 
moft iaithfal of all his friends ; and as they pafled by Antioch, they 
were re c e i ved there with all manner of iiefpeft and civilitj^ by Eufta- 
thius, to whom they likewife gave all poffible inftances of a fincere 



(ri Uid. (m) Sozora. (x) Theod. 1. £. c. 5. (y) Socr. Sozom. 

EpiOu S]rB. Alex, apud Athan. Apol. z. (*) Idlemcnt faysy that *aobatit ber§ 

rtlaiid^hâffuied in the reign of Confantînit in the year 331, and not in 340, as 
BarûMÎns, ^m S. Atha^apHS ani S-Jeroniy afferts\ pncethe w^riConflantio, in the 
fiéiUi bttitei^ omgh^ i# le rtéiâ Coaftantino. The cnmus may confnlt TtlUmoniy Tom. 
VIL P. III. Kot9S 5, 4> 4jr J ^ fur 6*. Euftathe. This alfo dgrtes voitb enfebins and tbe 
«•(hfr VèfeiHmm •/ fh/itHmt ; atid Ihif'm fakes it for^MnUd^yol. II. p. aa. (c^ A- 
fbaa Epift. ad Solic. (j> Theod. 1. i. c ai. 

R 2 fricndfliip. 
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A. D. friendihlp, the beuer to conceal the treacherous defigns which they 
.349; were contriving againft him.. As ibon as Eufebius axxii'cd at Jeru- 
falem, all the Biftiops of his facUon, who were then in the neighbour^ 
ing provinces, came to. him; his old friend Patrophilus of Scythopolis, 
Aftiiis of Lydda, Theodore of Laodicea, feveral others of Syria and 
Paleftine ; and above all, Eufebius of Capfarea. He imparted to them 
the real caufe of his journey, and the defign which he had imdiertateo, 
in concert wirh the Emperor, of driving Euftathius from his See with- 
out violence, for fear of raifing a commotion, becaufe he was mightily 
beloved, (hewing them the means that were neceflkry to bring it 
about. He found them all ready to da whatever he defîred, and e^e- 
cially Eufebius of Carfarea,, who befides the common intereft of his par- 
ty, imagined he had a more particular reafon not to love Euftathius, as 
being his rival in learning and eloquence, as well as in dignity, hav- 
ing had the preference of him when chofen into the Biflioprick. of An- 
tioch, at the death of Paulinus. 

After having well confidered what was to be done, Eufebius took 
again the road to Antioch, accompanied by all thofe Biftiops, who pre- 
tended to come thither, only to attend the new Biftiop of the Imperial 
city, out of refpeft. Euftathius, who had. no fufpicion of what they 
were plotting againft him, and being one of a great fpirit, did his ut- 
moft to give a good reception to fuch good cpmpany ; Jbr he- had al- 
ready with him other Biftiops, who came a great way off, on account 
of the dedication , which was about to be performed. But one day,. 
as they were all. affembled in the form of a Synod,, to. confider upon 
fome ecclefiaftical aflEair, the holy Patriarch was very much £ixprized 
at the fight of a * woman holding a child in her arms, who came in to 
them, and throwing down the child at their feet, told them with la- 
mentable cries, that Euftathius, after having feduced her, had kh 
her with that child, of which he was the father, and which he moft 
cruelly refufed to maintain. At this,. Eufebius, who had fubomed 
this woman , and all the Biftiops of his party faid, that, as this was 
a crime fo ftiameful and fcandalous to the Church, he was under a no- 
cefltty of /uftifying himfelf. The good Biftiop thought that wonkl.be 
no difficult matter, becaufe, being well afliired of his own innocence, 
he was no lefs confident of this impudent woman's not being able tt> 
fupport her accnfation by any fort of proof. He domanded thjcrefore- 

(*} Dupim fapi.tbat tbisjioj is imtfohoUu hvâii[i. J. AiistEMftts dm gH jbmHii» 
ii^ Vol. II. p. tî# 

(bac 



BO 0>K IH. The Hiflory of Mux ni smv 121 

that (he might be obliged to produce feme evidence of the crime ihe A. D. 
accufcd him of: She, who had her inftnidions, anfwered him, that 34Q* 
indeed fhe had none, becaufe he had been cnnning enough to take 
fuch precautions, that no body coiJd ever depofe againft him j but 
that (he was ready to fwcar, as accordingly (he did, that Euftathius was 
the father of the child, meaning by that a certain artificer by whom 
flie really had it, as (he afterwards confeflTed before fevcral Bifliops, to 
whom, finding herfelf fick and at the laft extremity, (he coniefftd this 
horrible piece of villany invented by Eufebius. (i) All laws, both hu- 
man and divine> in fuch cafes, forbid any perfon, and efpecially a Pried,. 
to be condemned without Ibme farther proof than this ; and die reft, 
of the Bi(hops^ who were at that aflembly, would not have had any 
regard paid, to fuch weak teftimony in fo improbable a cafe. 

But the Eufebians, who defired nothing more^ began to cry out 
with one con&nt, that the crime was but too well teftified by the ac- 
complice of it her(èlf, who averred it to- his face, and. con firmed whatr 
ihe.alledgedby an oath. Whereupon Eufebius of Carfarea, betweear 
whom and Euftathius there had been great differences, becaufe in one 
(c) of his books he had accufed him of corrupting the doârine of the 
Council of Nice ; rifing from his feat,, afted the part of an accufer,, . 
and.iaidy that although he lliould not be conviâed of that adul- 
tery, as. he really was, he ought neverthclefs to be depofed, bcf 
cauie^ that under pretence of adhering to the Faith of the Council, 
which he did not do, he maintained the errors of (*) Sabellius, which 
Eufebius pretended to prove by falfe concl^fions, which he drew from- 
hiis principles. And hereupon, notwithftanding all that the great 
Bi(h<^ could urge to the contrary, the Eu(èbians pronounced (entencc 
of dejxiCtion againft him, and without hearing the reft of the Bir 
fhops^ who protefted againft this horrible injuftice, they went to 
meet the Emperor, who,, they knew, was not far from Antioch, whi- " 
thcr he was coming, and fo contrived it, that at his arrival, that Prince, ■ 
who had already, made him(elf the minifter of their pafTion,. and was 
greatly exaf^erated againft Euftathius, (d) baniflied him toTraja- 
nopolis in Thrace,, where he fini(hcd, at length, by this fort of Mar* 
tyrdom, a life which he had rendered worthy of admiration, both by 
the purity of his doftrine and manners, and' the gtorious combats 

(t) a^Cofb xiii. (0 ^^^' ^* ^ ^* ^^* ('^^ Ste-Nou above. B. I. (d) Hicron^ 
4c SoipL Ecd. Smtfita sbm^ nohm it h laid bt di<d about A. D. }ij. 
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A. D. which he had tmdergone, in defence of the Divinity of JESUS 

340 CHRIST. 

(e) Euphronius, an ^jian, was immediately put in his place^ who 
changed the ftate of the city, by eftablifliing his impiety in it ; fo that 
the Catholicks feeing the wolf in the fold, the (hepherd being driven 
away, feparated themfelves from the communion of his impious fiic- 
ceflbr, and did not think themfelves dilhonoured (f) by the name 
which the hercticks gave them, calling them Euftathians. 

This was as it were the fignal of the war which was declared and 
openly carried on againft the orthodox Bifhops that were moft oppo- 
fite to the faâion of Eufebius, (g) Eutropius Bîfliop of Adrianople, 
who openly reproved him for his wickeddcfs, and ufed to caution 
thofe that paffed through his city to avoid him as a publick contagion, 
was deprived of his Biftioprick, by means of the Emprefs*s anger, who 
could not bear that liberty. Euphrafius of Calanis, Cymathius of 
Paltha, Afclepas of Gaza, Cyrus of Boerca, Ellanicus of Tripoli, 
Diodorus, Domon, and feveral others, who had given more fenfible 
proofs of the great averfion, were driven from their Churches, part 
of them by an order figned by the Emperor, without any formal pro- 
cefs, and the reft under fome other pretence, and by a fentcncc 
prouoiuiced againft them for imaginary offences. Ariafls were every 
where put in their places, and it might be faid that then began the 
perfecution which thofe impious wretches raifed againft the Chuith, 
not only like ferpents by the poifon of their errors, but alio like 
lions, by the fame arms which the rage of the Dioclcfians and Mkii- 
mins had made ufe of to opprcfs it. 

But (*) Eufebius of Carfarea did not long enjoy the fatis&âion 
which he had from his rival's being ruined by his means ,• for he 
^vas foon after fummoned before the tribunal of divine /ufHce, to 
give an account of this aftion and the ill ufe he had made of his wit 
and eloquence, which he had made bafely fubfervicnt to the ^cked 
devices of the other Eufebius, for the eftablifliing of herefy : How^ 
ever, God fuffered him fome what longer, though he was endeavojuing 
more than ever to corrupt all the Eaft, and even the Weft too, if it had 
been pofliblc. (/;) Conftantine, the proteftor of S. Athaa^us, bçîqg 

(e) Hicron. in Chron. (f ) Thcodor. 1. 1. c. zz. (^) Athaw. Epift. 

ad Solit. (♦) Vitpiw and TilUmtmt htb flace his âmfh abckt the year ijt^ 

after thai of the younger Conftantine^ Kuhen 5. Aihanafims and ifit friends ntssrsted frem 
tsitffhment* (b) Zofim. 1. a, Idat. Viâor. Eucrop. Hieron. 

now 
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now dead. That unhappy Prince having quarrelled with Conftans A. D. 
about the pofleffion of certain provinces, and having invaded his terri- Î40. 
tories on the other fide of the Alps, was unfortunately killed in a skir- 
mifli ; after whofe death the whole Empire of the Weft remained in the 
entire poflfeffion of G)nftans, by which he became more powerful than 
his brother Conftantius; and therefore the Eufebians endeavoured to 
furprizc hira into their meafures after their Council of Antioch, which 
fell out very opportunely for them, and in which they at length 
brought to pafs what they had fo long aimed at, namely, the placing a 
Patriarch of their faftion in Alexandria, in the room of S. Athar^ 
nafius. 

Thefc deliverers had now amufed Julius Bifhop of Rome, and his 
deputies, ibr near a year, in hopes all the while of their coming to the 
Council that was to be held there, becaufe they themfblves had de- 
fired it, in order to judge the caufc of S. Athanafius. They had at. 
firft excnfed themfelves upon account of the war with the Perfians ; 
but that not being very confiderable, that excufe at laft feemed too 
weak, and therefore they were over- joyed to find a new occafion for 
tJCoSnug themfelves, by Conftantius's having called an affembly of all 
the BHhops of his Empire at Antioch, there to celebrate the dedica- 
tion of the magnificent Church cafled the (/) Golden Temple, which 
his Either Conftanrine had begun ten years before, and which he fi- 
oifhed. (•} It being now the fifth year of his reign, he having a j ^ 
jhind to celebrate it with extraordinary magnificence, ^adly took this .* * 
opportunity to make the confecration of his Church the more confpi- 
cuoos. (I) But tho' he had invited all Bifhops in general, yet only 
ninety fioiur came thither, becaufe fcveral of them, particularly the 
P at r iar ch of Jerufalem, eafily forefaw that no liberty would be allowed 
them in die Council (/) which the Eufebians pretended to hold, and 
that the Emperor would caufe every thing to be performed at their 
pleaiure* 

Accordingly^ after the ceremony of the dedication, Conftantius, 
who had concerted matters with Eufebius, would have the Bifhops 
form themlehres into a Council, which aflumed to itfelf the power 
and aud ioii ity of prefcribing laws to the whole Church, as in reality 
they did, without confulting the Bifhop of Rome, (m) who had nothing 
to do in it ; although the laws of the Church, as Socrates, (fpeaking of 

. (iXkf Ltftiff N4M« it Dominicum Aureum. (*) Socr. 1. x. c j: 

(U Adaa. dc Sfc (/) Socr. ibid. iwa Socr. ibid. 
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A. D. tliis-Comicil) tells us, forbids the making of any laws or cânoAs Ibf 
34'* Churches in general, xi^ithout the<x>nfent and authority of the Roman 
Pontiff. They affcmbled in the Emperor*s prefence to the number of 
about ninety, thirty fîx of them being (if) of Eufebius's party, and 
his moft zealous friends ; tlie very fame (no doubt) who had (t) juft 
before depofed Euflathius, who had fo much abufed S. Athanafius 
at Tyre, and reftored Arius in the pretended G>uncil of Jeruialem. 
(o) They had no reafon even to regret the lofs of Eufebius of Caiiarea, 
his place being fuppiied by his difciple Accafius (p) who had iuc- 
cceded him in that Bifhoprick, and who with no leis wit and capacity 
had a great deal more boldnefs than his mafter, and a heat of tem- 
per that almoft tranfported him to madnefs. (q) They were under 
no concern at the other pai'ty's furpaffing them in numbers, becau£e 
they were very fure that whatever they did, either in their own private 
affembly or in publick, would be authorized by the Emperor, who 
would make it pafs without any one's daring to oppofe it. And that 
the orthodox might not then refufe to communicate with them upon 
account of their having upon fo many occafions publickly declared 
themfelves proteftors of Arius, whofe very name was had in abhor- 
rence, (r) theyfolemnly protefted that thçy were not Arians in any 
refpeâ ; that it was not for them, who wer^ Bifliops;, to ibUow his 
party who was only a Prieft ; that their belief was no other than what 
the Church had eftablifhed from the beginning ,- that upon the fiir 
that was made about Arius, they were defirpus to examine his fenti- 
ments, but that fo far from following his opinions, they had re- 
ceived him amongft them only upon his con£3rming to their belief 
by returning to his duty. Upon this, the orthodox Bifliops, who ei- 
ther could not, or durft not, undertake to convince them of the con- 
trary, were obliged to enter into the fame affembly with them, which 
they called the Council of Antioch, although there never.was a Con- 
gregation of people in the Church that lefs refembled a lawfid 
Council. 

The firft thing that they did there, was to examine into the caudb 
of S. Athanaiius, though it was then under thp cognizance of .the 
JBifliop of Rome, who had already called a Council in that dty to 



(n) Epill. Jul. apud Athan. Apol. t. 
Stifiatbius* (o) Sozom. 1. j. c.-J. 

Cj) Ibid. (0 Socr. 1. a. c. 7. 



(t) See Notes beforg eiui nfM^ t9 
(f) Socr. 1. a. c. J. Kuan» deSfo. 

détermine 
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deternniie it 0) The heads of the accoiation were the fame that had A. D. 
been carried ince the Weft^ and laid before the two Emperors and Jur i4'* 
Ihis : To this they added all the crimes for which they had depofed 
him at Tyre. Then (t) the thirty fix Eufebian Biihops^ with one* 
confenc^ depoifed him again^ as having been forcibly reftored contrary. 
to the Gmons, as well as having deferved to be depofed for the frefh' 
crimes of which he had been gailty« As for aU the other fiifliops, 
whether they (poke, or were (ilent upon this occafion, they were 
oounted for nothing by means «f Conftantius's authority^ who was 
prefent at the fentence. After this, they mentioned fome body to, 
fiicoeed S. Athanafius, which was what Conftantine the Great ivould . 
never confent to,- even notwithftanding he had banifhed. him« 

£ufebius of C^nfiantinople, who had the ordering of every thing 
ifi this Council and had formed a defign of placing one of his; 
creatures k> Alexandria for the efiabliftiing of his herefy in thati:ity4* 
aamed Ei^èbîus, who is known to us under the tide of EnvfTeaus^ from 
his BifiiOpricLi He was a man of agreat deal of wit and Icnowledge^ 
born at £dci& in Syria» of noble parentage, and inAru£ted by Eufe- 
bius of Ccfiurea, and Fatrophilus of Scy thopolis, a noted Arian. Hel 
^as moreover an intimate friend of George of Laodice^ i^ne of the 
jBOft ^Qakmsof that feâ, . (/O ' whoalfo wrote in praife.pf his:£ri€^d^ 
IGmk time ^er, a book ftuflS^d Avith nothii^ but &Utties ja,nd pi^r 
tended miracles, which Sozomen has unwittingly taken fcMr trutlu 
This George being a creature of Eufebius's, who. had procured him 
41 Biihoprick, a^er he had been driven from Alexandria as an Ariaâ 
:by ' Aiesander the PAtriasch of tbat.timer,'he.ibund Jt no d'^ci^^c 
matter £> e&âuaUy >to recommend his iriend.^to Jii^patnon, that he 
.caufed him to.be eleâed -Bifiiop of Alexandria, tho* he was not ib 
.niuch.M<>nfr<^ the Clergy, thinking that by his parts and eloquence 
.be would io-gain the ^ipprobation of .the people of that city> (halt: 
^they- woaldnoc Mve , occafion tp repent of the lof:$ qf . theij^ fkvpunt^ 
Athanafins. . . . 

Bat thisJEoiebius, who was a man of greater pe^txatiaR,.»as wall 
as rooce moderate than the ocher^ would not çxpofe hinnfelf .to the 
infults 4)f -the . Alexandrians, whçfe hafty and. .violent temper he v/as 
^acquainted vitjbji having Jjved foxne^tune fi^ 

. <0 Sozooi. 1. J. c 5% £0 ^Pifi- }^ W^^ ti^tSL^ Apol »• {u) Sor 
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Â. D. vftty trcli tWat diey woUd ncrw fufet tef other pet£» m tfaepkce 

34t/ of their BHhofp, hë excnfèd hhnfelf Ittddfomély, «s not thtdlmg 

that he was equal to fa weighty à chatge, which reqpuited a man c£ 

intrepidity md mart refolmion thati he was Matter of. Wherefore, 

having given him the Bifhoprick of EmtffTa, id t^hiob Itftlf he had a 

great deal to ftlfier from the inhabitants, who drove him thence, as a 

man iliclidtd to judicial Afttology, (x) Etifebiu^ caufed - Gregory a 

Cùp^^àdia to bechôfèn fer Alexandria, one of the worft men upon 

earth, and an obftinate Ariàn by profeffion, tho' at the bottom he 

wis nbfc dreh aChnfEiâti; i^hich choiiie was contrary to all the bws 

of the fchmth, which at that time allMred no Bifliop tobfe made, 

(y ) who was nbt taken from amôiîgft the Clergy of that Church to 

which he was to be preferred, and unlefs he was known to die peo- 

pie, and propofed or demanded by the Ctergy» and the eleâion 

made upon the place, within the Church. Biit à^ fuch Jaws alt made 

by the Chuixh, to whom God hath gi^neh power to ufe them as (he 

jhall judge neceifary, according to the difference t( time, place and 

occafion, (he is not fb ftriftly bound by them, but that (he has 

thought fit to change them, for good teafons, iitto other hws that 

are in force at prd&dt. 

Having thus fucceeded in what they had contrived agkifilft S. Atha- 

-nàiitis, (z,) the thirty Gx Biihops fet themfelvesât #oFk to mdtea 

^ ConfeiSon of Faith, ikrhich might be generally i^deived, and at the 

' fame time ftill Feave them at liberty to fupport their Aiian prmdf^ 

To this end, they were very careful nèttoinfeirtriifto it any of thofe 

: propk>ficiôns which had been openly condemned in the *doârifie of 

Arius, and affo to avoid, as mariners do a ^rôdk, the wosKl £^ejKf or 

'âibfianc%'y and much more the term Ùonft&flamiht^ Dvhich tleiboyed 

their herefy wîth<ynt remedy. Accordiiçly Aey font a ifofm of t 

■ Confcflîôn to all the Churches ; and (w) after having \pt M Eti A that, 

îb fer from being Arians, it ivàsthèy ifhemfehrfes'yiathiaeaùfêd him 

to return to the true belief of the Church, they acknowleic^edjn this 

■teVm, " ïhat they believed in one God, the'Gfeatbtéff kO tTftng^ 

** arid în his only Son, who was with the Father before laO âges, tjr 

*^ whoni every thim? was made, and that he would be Khigiind'GMl 



(x) Socf. L». c. c. Sozom. 1. 5. C.5. ^AVtan. lib. it^tt. 0}^P*** 

Jul. apud Athin. ApoL 1. (•) Uuom* ibid. (4) Socr. L u c. 7. 
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Jmle fofiîfnbledtbgt of Nice/ woiUd nfldoubçiçdly make them fufpeft- ui. D. 
edj çbey mEde ^imoçher a £ew days,afçer, which éxRre{fed a great deal * 34^^ 
more^ and might deceive the faithful» by.the iiiany and.e^çtr^ordinary 
praifcs which they gavep the Word. For ip this fojrm, bcfi^es the 
honourable titles which the rholy Scnptiice,gives to.dodthe Sopa^they 
added, " That they believed him tp be Cod, aççor^ing.çp AeGofpel, 
which fays, (^)And the.IVqrd was God: That hP w^^ not capable 
of changing; That he wasthe image of the P^vUijty, ^he.eflence 
and .glory of .the Father: And, in fioe, that .they ^^çlmowled^^ 
- ** theiFather, Son, and Holy Spirit, to be three jdiftjp^ ^perfons^ut 
** that they were one only in mind and .will.** Aftcfi: this,, they ana- 
thematized thole who aUedged, ^' That there w;is a tip^e whçn the 
** Word was not yet begotten pf the Fatber,,pr (^vhîçhîs niuch the 
** fame) tMt he is Uke unto Creatures." This widiout dpuj^t is or- 
tkodox,.when properly iinderftood i^ the fcriptju^e . fe;^e : But by 
XK)t mentioning what the Scyiptuie rçquiçes to be ^added fcr pre- 
icrving the unity of , the Ç^aidi, namely, that he is of , the fame 
fubftance with the F^her, and that .^ libree .Perfons , ivhich 
are but .©ne in will, , are only Cfne, eflç^ce ; ^ ^ey bad , fiiU room , to 
give, as they did, jm heretical fuid Ar^ içtçfpretatipn to dipir 

• words. • . . Î ^ . f / 

However, thçy rçpentcd of . havrog ^v^ncçd fo iar,,.ahd. ,thplight 

•that they had firid;too jnuch,.,by cqçfclfingr that he . was .. the image - 

(*) of the fuhftance and divinity, of ^his Fai;her» W?/^'»? oay ^/i^e^ce. 

■For which i leifon |hey ç^o(e,a,tlxird|i:foîfçÂion of^ 

5;.propofed to (them by Thepphrafius. BiiJhop,;pf .'][^y^pap.V -ia,^^ ac- 

. knowledging the Word to bejthe only Son pf God, bpgottcn of jiis 

Father before all ages, perfeft God of perfeia God, they fupprelïçd, 

as in the 6sûy •éïc vrox^ (c) J^(Jm to oblige them- 

- felyes toaothipg» and that they , might.. npt be, iorcç^d to, ndmi^lf^e 
that he was of the fame, iiibftance, with his FathcTi 9K ^t ile^ft like ; to 
him in fubftance» which hitherto they wpuld not. allow of. In this 

' form they alfo^dded anathema*s ^gaiqft thofe.,vho fpllowcd .the; ppi- 

- moDS of (*) Faulus Samoiatenus^ .Sabçllivis, , a^d Marcç|ius. ,pf ^n- 
' cyrm whom ;£u^iy$^ h^d Wore caui^,to,{)e .deppfc^^ 9:$f bpl* 

; iiaiu' 

C^i S.ij9luii. . (i) th*(^UJi4Ui'tv^»Khnu fffotf hjf t„y, Sf^tban. lib» ■ 

Sa But: 
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jt. D. But the moft extraordinary cîrcutiïftHnce in this matter was^ that 
34*' fome time alter, when it was neceffary to depute'fome of their body 

^ toConftantiusupon âccount^of this Council, they began to be under 
new fears und fcruples, that the3rhad not cxprefled themfelves fuDy 

^ enough in this third form of Faith ; and that the principles of Arian- 

. ifin were not fo well palliated in it, {Jt) but that the Prince, whom 
the Eufebians were very defirous of deceiving, might cafily difcover 
it. (0 For which' reafon they drew up a fourth* form; in which, cx- 
prefllng themfcIVes much after the fame manner as the Coundl of 

"Nice, excepting the words \B^o««f, not made, Confubfiamial (^r heing 
' of one fuyftancey iaith the T'other, they' added anathemas againft thofc 
that àfferted,*" That the Son' was produced out of nothing, or of 

'*** another' hypoftafis, and. not of God; and that there was a time 

' **' when he was not yet in being/' Thefe were the fame blafphemous 
propbfitions which Anus maintained at firft, and which the Nicene 

■'Fathers had condemned: Neverthelefs, the firft of them neceflarily 
holds good, if we do not grant the G)nfubftantiality of the Word 
'But thefe hereticks imagined, that Conftantius, being dazzled by 
their anathema's, which were entirely the fame as thofc of Nice, 
ivould not obferve it, but look upon them as thoroughly orthodox* 
.(/) Tbey fent therefore four of their body, as if deputed fiom the 
Council, to the Emperor, to (g) carry him that Confeifion of Faith, 
and letters againft S. Athanafius, for the juftifying of the Sentence 
which they had pronounced àgainft him. For (b) this embafly, 
which was of very great importance to them, they chofe four of the 

"•^ftouteft and moft zealous defenders of their feft, namely, Nardffiis 
of Neronias, Maris of Chalcedon, Theodore of Perinthus or Hera- 
dea, and Marcus of Arethufa. 

But before this, which did not happen tin a great while after tfie 
conclufion of the Synod, they concluded their aflembly by fome cc- 
clefiaftical regulations, which they reduced into twenty five- canons, 
and fent to the Bilhops of all the Provinces, as if they had had the 
authority of a general Council. To fay the truth, they had reooorfc 
to abundance of Artifices to make them pafs ,* for to take oflF the faf- 

■ ■ picion which people might very naturally conceive againft theqi, tbey 
fupprefled almoft all their names in the fubfcriprions to the Synedibl 



(d) Athan. de Synod. • (e) Soiom. 1 5. c. 14. (f) Axbuu il 

(?) Ailua. 'Apql. ad Conflanciuiii; fbjAûum. de Synod. 

^ IctteTj 
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letter, which they put before thefe Canons, and let none be fêen,' A. D. 
but thofe that were orthodox : Befîdes, they began withacommen- 341* 
dation of the holy Council of Nice, whofe Canon for the celebra- 
tion of Eafier they renewed, and made, befides, feveral very good re- 
gulations concerning ecclefiaftical polity : For which reafon> they were 
anciently inferted into the body of the Canons, not upon account of 
their coming from the Council of Antioch, which was never looked 
upon as lawful, but becaufe feveral of thefe Canons were agreeable 
to the received rules of the Church, allowing liberty, however, of 
je>eâ»ng them as being made by Arians. 

This appears by the anfwer, which S. Chryfoftome above fixty years 
afterwards made to thofe who objeâed his having broken the 1 2th 
Canon of Antioch ; for it is decreed by that Canon, that if a Biihop 
is depofed by a Synodical fentence, he fhall not appeal to the Em- 
peror, nor be rcftored except by a Synod confifting of a greater num- 
ber of Biihops than the former. It is evident that this Canon was 
made by the Eufebians, only to enforce their fentence againft & Atha- 
nafius, who after having been depofed by their Council of Tyre, was 
reftored by Conftantine the younger, without the determination of 
another Synod. (/) Leontiiis, Bifliop of Ancyra, who prefided at t(ie 
ientence againft S. Chryfoftome, telling him that he had been reftored 
by a Synods lefs in number than that by which he had been depofed» 
whidi was contrary to the Canon of Antioch ; the Saint replied, that 
this Canon was not a rule to the Church, but an irregular aâ of the 
Arians, who endeavoured to fupport their violent proceedings by 
' that ifneanSi However, the Council of Sardica foon after eftabliflied 
the contrary, decreeing that a Biihop depofed by a Council might 
have recomie to the Biihop of Rome, who might judge of that mat- 
ter either by himfelf or his deputies. For which reafon. Innocent I. 
' fays, in refpeâ to the caufe of Chrj^oftome, (k) that all fuch Canons 
' US bive been made by hereticks, (hould be no more regarded than 
their opinions and errors. 

Whilft the Eufebians were triumphing in a tyrannical manner over 

'- S. AtliaiUfitis^ in their Council at Antioch, where they were abfolute 

Lmaftêrs, (0 Jtifius, who knew nothing of what wastranfaâed againft 

^.hhn in theEaft, wasoiaking his innocence triumphant atRome^in 

a Council of tnorc than fifty Bifliops. (m) For the time prefcribed 

(0 Soor. lib. i.^U. (k) Epift. td Celtr. Cooftint. (0 C9oc 

- ■ • ' to 



I30 ThtWftory of ^fil AVI ivR .BOOKUCJ 

A. D. to Eufeblus being now a long while edited ; and hfe having no news 
74 1 • of his deputies Elpidius and Philoxenus, (») whom theEufebians fiill 
detained, that they might have the vexation of feeing their Klhqps 
authority fo unworthily trampled upon, he cau&d the afis of tbe 
Council of Tyre, which the Eufebians had brought aloi^ with them 
to Rome, to be carefully examined into ; (o) and after having heupd 
S. Athanafius's defence, and feen the authentick and convincing aâs 
which he brought for his juftification, he, inthatSynod» declared him 
innocent by a canonical fentence. He admitted him to communion 
ivith him, and fet him at his table, (p) and fooa after lent him back 
to his Church, to countermine what his enemies might have done 
during his abfence. {q) Marcellus of Ancyra, and the other Biihop^ 
who were come to feek redrefs at the See of Rome, upon account of 
their being depofed by Eufebius, were likewife cleared in this Synod, 
and reftored to their dignities ; and they there condemned» ineveiy 
refpeâ, the tyrannical proceeding of the Eufebians, i^ainfl whidi 
(r) the divine juftice itfelf feemed to (hew its difpleafure, by the ter- 
rible earthquake, which did abundance' of mifchief that year in the 
Eaft, (/) and was felt at Antioch, where however they were only 
affrighted by the violent (hocks of it. 

As foon as Eufebius was informed of the proceedings againft him 
at Rome, whilfl he imagined Julius was accuied by him» and that 
S. Athanafius was returned to Alexandria as it were in triumph, after 
having been fo honourably refbored in a Council which Eufebius him- 
felf had defired, he refolved to carry things to the -utmoft extremity, 
and to proceed boldly and openly, in order to fettle Oregoiy in Alex- 
andria by force, and in fpight of Julius and his Council, and to rain 
Athanafius. (0 The firft thing that he did, was fending back the de» 
puties that came from Julius, to whom he wrote very infblent letters 
in the name of his Council, (u) in which, without takingrany Kotice 
of what they themfelves had done, he complainsof their bavîng dted 
him and his companions, and taken cognizance of a caufe already de- 
termined in a Council, as if it had not been done at his inffamoe. To 
' this he infolently added, in order toinfulthim^ that'he-oi^ct0fai?e 
'written to them in another manner than he had, having coocaoted 
him with writing but one letter to them all; that the' he waafiifliop 

(n) Epift. Jul. apudAthanaf. Apol.a. Co) Achan. Ap^.». ftBpw tf Solie; 

• (f ) Socr. 1.2. c. II. (^ £pHl JuL Bpiph. haer.7&. - MY^^ lik^ 

I CO ^"^^i 0) £<• Bpifi- Jul. apiMt Acban4i; Apol.«| (ttj fib ^OL JiL ^ 
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of a greater dty^ yet Jie was not greater in dignity than they ; and A. D. 
that, after aJl, he ought to be informed that he ihould not have ad- )4i* 
mitted thofe Bifliops to communion with him, who had been con- 
demned. After this, Eufebius went to G)nftantius, whom he fo dex« 
troufly perfuaded, that it concerned his authority to fupport an 
eleôion of a Bifhop that had been made in his prefence, and in fo fa- 
mous a Council as that of Antioch, as well as not to fuffer fo bold an 
attempt, as that of the Bi(hop of Rome, in his Empire, that he gave 
•whatever orders they defired for fettling Gregory again, by main force 
in Alexandria. This is the way they proceeded there ; and it would ^ 
ht difficult to find ev«i amongft the moft cruel Perfecutors of the 
'-Chriftiaxi name, a more barbarous aâ than, upon this occafion, was 
perfotmod by the minifters of that Prince, or rather of Eufebius's 
pafllon. 

(x) In the firfl place, the Emperor ordered Philagrius, gwemor 
of Egypt) to fend Gregory with fuch troops as might procure him 
obedience, «o take polTefGon of the See of Alexandria. Then he com- 
manded him not to fail of publilhing his orders, and difpofing every 
thing for fettlinghim as £x>n as he fliould arrive there ; and to punifli 
.thc^e, who fliould prefume to oppofe it. Belides this, Philagrius was 
a Cappadocian of the fame parts as Gregory, whom he, by no means, 
yielded to in villany, being a man void of honour and confcience, for- 
:tasAy an apoAate and renegade, and ftill of no Religion, but more 
t£çeàtSiy an intimate friend of Eufebius's, to whom he had devoted 
AànÀSAît^wt ïînce the Council of Tyre, {y) when he received thofe 
-âitt ^wMe appointed to opprefs S. Athanafius, and conduâed them 
tlkn&tf bto the Itf areotis. 

(fc") ïïie 'Emperor therefore, being folicited by Eufebius, imme^ 

diattfyiSHpatched'Philagrius and Gregory, accompanied by five thou- 

'fioid menâiôfen out of his troops, and commanded by one of the (a) 

lieturaant'iGenerals of his army j together with Arfacius, one of the 

dnéf ^Eimtichs of his palace, to put his orders in execution. (*) Phi- 

lagxîus, who, as they drew near to Alexandria, had gone before, 

pubtifliex), as foon as he gotthither, the letters which he had received 

&o«iAi%mperDr in the form of an cdift, by which he fignified, that 

70rçgmy being canonically elefted Biftiop of Alexandria in the Coun- 

icSI'tjf Antioch, ' he .Would have him acknowledged for their lawful 

(jr) Adun. Ep. ad tolit. 0) Epiift. Syn.Akmiulr. apu4 Athan. Apol. zi 

iid^ma. L *. €• ^. U) Atbaa. Ep. ad Solitj {h) Ep- ad Orthodox. 

Patnarch ; 
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yf. D. Pktriarch ; and that if any oppofiti<m was niade to it» they flioiikl 
34i« eftabliih him there by force of Arms, and oompcl the rebels tx> obcf 
hkn. This Ediâ, which they did not forefee, was a thunder-dap» 
which fo furprized all the Catholicks, who werc^ without comparifon» 
the moft numerous in the city, that there was a general conftematioa 
every where, as in the laft extremes of a publick calamity. For 
it being the end of Lent, they were then not only employed in ex- 
traordinary exercifes of piety by S. Athanafius's careful inftruâîoos» 
who aflemblcd the people daily in the Churches, to fanâify them by 
the miniftry of the word, and the celebration of the facred myfte- 
ries ; but they alfo loved him fo ardently , that they couki not 
hear this news without giving publick demonftrations of the extra- 
ordinary concern it ivas to them. They ran in bodies fh>m all parts 
into all the Churches of the city, to beg God's affiftance under this 
perfccution. The Clergy and Monks aflembled together upon this 
fad occafion ; the Virgins, who had confecrated themfelves to God, 
proftrating themfelves before the altars, and embracing them, begged 
for mercy. In every place might be heard the groans and lamenta- 
ble cries of thofe who complained of their having their Father and 
Paftor fnatched from them, in order to throw them into the jaws of 
mercilefs wolves : That their deûgn was to make them Arians, by 
lending them one of that profeffion from Eufebius, the wicked^ 
amongft them. Tliey protcfted before the Oflkers and Magiftnite% 
that the eleâion which had been made by violence was null and void, 
being contrary co ail form, and a breach of all the canons and laws 
of the Church;. In (hort, they called Heaven and Earth to bear wit- 
nefs of the injuftice that was offered them, by forcing away from 
them their holy Biftiop, who had juft triumphed fb glorioufly over 
the calumny and wickednefs of his enemies, and was univerial/y ap- 
proved of both by God and men. The Governor, who was enraged 
at their jefifting him, tho' in a peaceful manner only, by complaints 
• and tear^, had a mind to he revenged on them immediately; but 
thinking that he was not ftrong enough, he flayed for the arrival of 
Gregory, with the Troops that attended him. 

As foon as he was come,* perceiving that the Catholidcs.'did not 
forbear adembling in the Churches, being refolved not tp oommnni-- 
•catewith the Arians, (c) .he joined with «Gregory js foldiers awooofiifed 



(0 £pifi. ad Solic. Jk ad 
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multitude of Arians both of the country and city, which was made up A. D. 
of the dregs of the people, and a pack of infolent and debauched 34** 
young men, mixt with Pagans and Jews, and the moft wicked wretches 
they could find, whom he caufed to be armed. Then exhorting them 
to behave themfelves well, and promifing to reward them if they per- 
formed their duty,he commanded them to go into the Churches and ex- 
ecute what he had ordered, as he himfelf did firft in that where Atha- 
oafius was performing Divine fervice. It cannot be imagined what hor- 
rible outrages and abominable crimes were committed in this tumult^ 
which lafted feveral days before the rage of the Arians and their Mi- 
oifters were fatisfied. Thefe furious wretches rufliing immediately in- 
to the Churches wirh fire and fword, committed all manner of cruel- 
ties, thefts, uncleannefs, facrileges and impieties ; fome they knock- 
ed down, others they killed ; throwing to the ground Layicks and 
Priefts without diftinâion, treading under foot the Monks, beating 
them to death, and maf&cring them upon the fpot. Some were ta« 
ken prifoners, others made their efcape, being covered with their 
blood and the wounds they had received, carrying terror and the i- 
mage of death every where with them. They violently took the ma- 
trons from the rails, dragging them by the hair of the head, and they 
violated the virgins even in the fanduary, the altars were prophaned 
by various abominations; and the Jews came thither and offered innu- 
merable infults to our Saviour Chrift, renewing againft him the rage 
and blafphemies of their forefathers. The Gentiles there 
{acrificed birds and fruits to their idols, and, as if the Maximins and 
Maûminîans had again afcended the throne with all their rage and fu- 
ry, there were fome who endeavoured to force thofe whom they had 
taken to renounce Jefus Chrift, and to offer facrifices with them, and 
upon their refufal made Martyrs of them by cruelly cutting them to 
pieces. 

In the mean time, Gregory ran about every where to animate thefe 
impious wretches, promifing to reward them with the pillage of the 
ChurcfaeSj w hich were afterwards all ftript. At the fame time he in- 
lâted thoiè that were brought to him to communicate with him and ac« 
knowledge him for their lawful Patriarch ; and thofe who refufed were 
almoft bêtten to death and loaded with irons ; and to fuch a pitch of 
fury did he arrive upon finding himfelf abhorred by every body, that 
even on Good-£riday he made the inhuman governor publickly whip a 

T g^*t 
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ji. D. great mimbcr of people, without diftin&ioa of ttx or conditkni, 
34) • and among the reft thirty four virgins confecrated to the iervioe <^ 
God. The Biihops thennielves, who happened to be at Alexandria 
at that time, were not (heltered from this tempeft : Some he caqfed 
to be beaten with ctubs, others to be imprilbned ; and that gtosioas 
Confeft>p of Jefus Chrift, S- Potamo, a ftrennous defender of the Ni« 
cene faith, received fo many blows upon tbe head, by the command 
of that barbarian, that he was left for dead on the fpot, and died in- 
deed a few days after; thus receiving, by means of the fury of this im- 
pious wretch, the accomplifhment of that martyrdom which tbe Ty- 
rant Maximin had left vmfinifliedj having only pulled out ooe of his 
eyes. 

The great Anthony, who had foretold this terrible defolatioa of the 
€hurch of Alexandria two years before, wrote to tbe Governor to Hop 
him, by the confideration of the judgments of God ; but he was an Wed 
to fuch a degree of brutality, that after havii^ bafely made a jeft of 
that holy roan, he threw bis letter to an officer, whole inlbteiice he 
was acquainted with, who trod it under foot and fpit iipon it by way 
of contempt, for which he was foon punifhed ; a very quiet horfe that 
be rode having thrown him fb nolenrly to the ground, after biting his 
leg, that C*) he died of it three days after* 

But however Gregory and Philagrius, after alt thdr violent pro- 
ceedings, had not what they moil earneftly defired, that is, they codd 
not lay hc^d of St. Athanafius to put him to death, for having immedi- 
ately efcaped amongft the crowd, in the beginning of the cumttit, be 
concealed himftlfibwdl during that furious tempeft, that he had op- 
portunity to give the world an account of it, in that excellent letter 
which he wrote to alt the orthodox Biihops throughout the world, 
ning them not to believe any thing of what Gregory fiiould h 
them to the contrary, by thofe of his party, (d) or even what o^ers 
fliould write to them in his £ivour,thro' ftar c{ being ill treated by him. 

(e) After this St. Atbanafius fled to Rome with Iflcb of Ms PricAs 
as could cfcape from the fury of this horrible perfecutioa^ raiftd agmsft 
them by Eufëbius, who, by a terrible jui%ment of God, was taken 

(*) &f TiUemoMt, T. VIIL St. Athaoaf. w&mftut «re infprmêi^ thmithk Ajffw 
M 4 liiih b^oft fb0 death of Gmg^y^ VfhUh he fUuts A. p. 549* (^ Adao. 

Apol. a4 CoaiUAtittQi. («) Sozom. lib. 5. c» ?• Socr. Ub. «. c 9. 

(•) out 
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C) out of the worlds to give an account» before the Divine juftice, of the Ji. Q. 
many dreadful extravagancies which were at that time committed in 342-^ 
Egypt by his orders* 

In truth the Church by his death was delivered from the moft dati- 
gerous and cruel of her perfecutors> but not from the perfecution itr 
ielf» which lafted a long time after him» by means of the fame evil fpi^ 

rit» with which he had infpired his difciples» who always trod in his 

^- — 
iteps; 

For the Catholicks» after the death of Eufebius» refuming the li- 
berty which they lookt upon as un jufUy forced from them by him» (f) 
having placed Paul again in thefeeof Conftantinople; the Ariane af* 
Cembliog tbemfelves immediately in S. Paul's church» there proclaim* 
ed Nhoedonius» who had at firfl ièt up againft Paul ; and in order to 
fupporc their eleâion by force» they raifed fuch a difliurbance» being 
rafted by the Catholicks» that the Emperor was obliged to fend thither 
Hermc^nes» who was his Lieutenant in Thrace» whom he ordered 
in the firft place to drive away Paul» who was returned again inho the 
city and to the Patriarchal church without his confent. But this pr^ 
der cauied flill more mifchief through his ill conduâ» who exe* 
cuted it with too much rigour, and had not the prudence that was 
requifite in fo critical a junâure ; for Hermogenes immediately 
going to otfer violence to Paul» and drive him away by force» the 
people, exafperated to fee that he aimed at the true orthodox pafior, 
and left the Wolf and Arian at quiet, rofe in an inftant» and ran in 
crowds to the Epifcopal palace, refolved to die or defend their Bifhop. 
Hermogenes» inftead of di(fembling» and mitigating matters as he (hould 
have done upon fuch .an occafion» to give vent to the rage of the people» 
increafeditftiU more»by caufinghistroopstoadvanceandinveft the Epif- 
copal palace in order to force it. At this the people becom ing furious» ran 
to arms in all parts of the city» and came as it were in battle-array, to 
attack the General himfelf in an houfe to which he had efcaped» ivhen 
he perceived that they were all rifen againft him : They furrounded 
it on all fides» and having broke open the doors» they entered in a 
fiirioufl manner and fell upon him; and after having dragged him along 
the ground» they cut him moft cruelly into pieces. Conftantius, who 
was ftill at Antioch being informed of this furious fedition» and fear- 
er) Tbisbétppimdintht end of tbijear H'» accwding U TiUtmtvt, T. VII. P. U. 
p. 4f(, (/) Socr. lib. £. c. lo. 

T 2 ing 
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A. D. ing left it might be attended with pernicious confeqnences^ fee out in> 
342. mediately on horfe-back, and travelling long ftages (g) came to Coin 
ftantinople^ where he found matters quieter than he had ezpeâed 
But being a politick man, and likewife very timorous by nature, (b) 
he was fatisHed with caufing himfelf to be obeyed, by driving away 
C) Paul, who retired to Rome as the reft had done, and (0 by po* 
nifliing the people very (lightly, confidering the greatnels of their 
crime, only depriving them of the com which Conftantine had order* 
ed to be plentifully diftributed to them every day. 

In the mean time the deputies of the Biftiop of Rome having return* 
ed thither, delivered him the letters from the Eufebians ; and (t) al^ 
moft at the fame time thofe who had efcaped from Alexandria, and 
the letters which he received from the perfecuted Bifhops in £g)rpt, in- 
formed him of the wretched ftate that Church was reduced to by Gre- 
gory's invafion : He was fenfibly concerned at it ,* and (/) immediate* 
ly called afynod of the neighbouring Bifhops, after having comforted, 
like a father, thofe unhappy fugitives, whom he took under his pro* 
teâion, at the fame time refufing to communicate with Carponas a no* 
ted Arian, whom Gregory had fent tohim. (m) It was by the advice 
of this affembly that he wrote a long letter to the Eufebians, in which, 
after having anfwered all their complaints, and complained in his turn 
of the great defolation at Alexandria, and their violent proceedings 
againft S. Athanadus, juftifying what bad been done at Rome in that 
caufe; he reprefented to them, that according to the law and cuftom 
of the Church they could not depofe a Biihop by their fentenee, with- 
out firft applying (t) to the holy See^ to whom pertained the right of 
judging of what was to be done upon fuch important occafions. How- 
ever he exhorted them very mildly and chariubly to return to their 
duty, and did not treat them as the horrible nature of their crimes de- 
ferved, thus wifely difguiling his intentions till he had prevailed with 



(^) Socr. lib. I.e. 10. (b) Ibid.c. iu*< (*) See Tillemonc, T. VIL 

P. III. p. 1247. CO M.c. 10. (y Bpi'ft. Jul. (/) Id. This it tbmghi 

iyfimg to have httm the [mmt Cotmcil'kf which 5* Aihanafius was acquitted'^ una nU 
sftcotid- See tiUemtmif tern, VU. Note VI. fut Jaie Fa/^ty ©Pc (m) Concil. ^ 

Kom. Tub JbI. Tom. L Coacil. AtKan. Apol. i. Tillemout fays f from AchinaG» 
p. 754' c-) Om phtoji le Concile l'écrivit par lu\ See Tom. VII. P. II. J. 8. (t) ï^^ 
words in S. Âibanafin9^(f» 75?. c. d.) are, 'jrSifftf ifjUr^ which (acofrding to^TillenMd^ 
&c.) relate to the wk^i7ejlem Cbtsrcb^ the* Seer» and Sozfim* interprète them different- 
fy> ' SeeTiikmenff'ni'ahovi-' 

Cod- 
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Conftans' to call a general Couocil as he intended to do^ in which they A. D- 
fliould be obliged to give an account of their proceedings. 342. 

The fuccefs fufEciently (hewed the prudence of his conduâ. (») 
For the Eufebians did nothing but afTemble new fynods, in which, 
tuider pretence of condemning thofe proportions which at firft had gi^ 
ven ib much offence in the matter of Arius, they eftabliihed his do* 
ârine, anddeftroyed that of Nice by fupprelfing the eflential and de- 
€nirive expreflfion Confubflamial^ which they would have nothing to 
do with. This is what they did again in their fécond aflembly at An- 
-tioch, where they compofed a fifth profeffion of Faith^ a much A.D. 
larger than the reft, (0) which they fent into the Weft by four Biftiops, 344- 
to procure them the communion of the Weftern Church, (p) But it 
not being agreeable to the Nicene Creed, and thcfe Bifliops when fum- 
moned to condemn the heretical doârine of Arius, having retired in a 
paffioDy it was rejeâed by the Biihops who were then affembled at 
Milan with the Emperor Conftans. 

That Prince, who was entirely Catholick, and who after the example 
of his father Conftanti ne the Great, adhered unalterably to the Ni- 
cene faith with all the Weftern Empire, would not receive the other 
form that was prefented to him by the Bifliops who were deputed by 
Eufebius; and he was then bufy in receiving and hearing thofe whom 
Julius fent to reprefent to him the necei&ty of calling a general Coun- 
di^ to whichtheBifhopsofthe Eaftaswellas Weftfhould be obliged 
to come. For the Eufebians ftill refuling to come to Rome, and (f) the 
letters which Julius had written to them having none effeâ ; he thought 
there was no means more likely to appeafe all thefe diforders than to 
perfuade Conftans to prevail with his brother Conftantius to confent 
to the calling of a General council, in which the caufe of the injured 
Biihops might be confidered- This is what Vincent of Capua and the 
famous (II) Hofius, %vho had both been deputed from the Roman 
Church» (q) reprefented to him with the reft of the Prelates who were 
then at Milan. Even the Bifliops that had fled to Rome were fummoned ^^ jy 
dikher by him, efpecially Athanafius, whom he greatly efteemed. He .* ^^ * 
had given a favourable reception to the letters which he formerly 
wrote to him againft the calumnies of Eufebius and his deputies ; and 

(1») Aihan.or. i contr. Ar. (o) Athanaf. dc Syn. Sozom* lib. 3. c. lo. {f) Epift. 
Ub. »i Conft. in cake ap. Luciû Calaric. (fJ Soz.lib. 5- c. 9* (It) ^^^ 

MoceiB. I. ()) AchanaT. Apol.ad Confiant. 

X 3 having 
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A. D. having a'perfeâ good opinion ofthat holy Prelate's doârine (r) he had 
345. ' defired him, for his facis^âion, to fend him an (/) Bbiidgment <A 
the Scripcure, as he accordingly did. Having therefore retnmed to 
• that Prince at Milan, he was received there with all poffible tokea$ 
of an (0 extraordinary kindnefs and affeâion. He had the honour 
converting with him frequently in the prefence of other Bifliops ; and 
reprefented to him, in fuch moving terms, in what danger the («)Faitli 
then was in the Eaft, by the Eufebian faâion^ who endeavoured n 
over-turn what his Father had fo glorioufly fettled in the Conndl <^ 
Nice, that Conftans, taking the matter to heart, procured his Bro- 
ther's confent to the calling of (x) a General Council at Sardka 
the year following, on the day fpeciHed by Julius Bifliop of Rome* 
A' D. Sardica was at that time a famous City, fituated upon the ooofines 

347. of Illyria, Thrace and MyHa, at the foot of Mount Hemus, which 
feparated it from Philippopolis, another City of Thrace. It had even 
been honoured with the reHdence ofConftantine the Great, whoofbcfi 
kept his Court there before the defeat of Lictnius, as appears bom 
feveral of his orders bearing date from thence. Befides, both the Em- 
perors chofe it for the holding of the Council, becaufe lying on the 
boundaries of the two Empires, as it were in the center of them, it 
was almoft equally diftant for fuch as came either from the Eaft or 
Weft, (y) Above three hundred Catholick Bifliops came thither fixjm 
above thirty five provinces, amongft whom, belides many great men, 
very eminent for their fanôity and learning, there were the moft br 
mous of thofe, who twenty two years before had affifled at the greit 
Council of Nice* (z.) There was the great Holius, ( a ) wbo fnjldei 
in this^ as he had dvne in that Outtcii, with Anchidamos and Philoaenns^ 
two Priefts of the Church of Rome, fent by Julius their Bifliop to le- 
prefent him there ; (t) Protogenes of Sardica was there at this time : 
The famous Confeflbr Paphnutius, whofe wounds ConflantiDe kified 
at Nice, came thither alfo to fight again for his Mafter JESUS 

(r) Achaii. Apol. 3d ConfL (s) Bfjbop I'/7;er, /ind oibifSp arg dprnhiful «f thk 

puce. .SVcliJlcm. T. VIII. Not. 45. lur S. Athan. (/) Atlun. ibid. 

(u) Theodor. 1. 1. c. 5. (r) Socr. l.z. c. 1^. (y) Athan, cp. id 

- Solic. Sc Apol.i. Seer. 1. z. c. itf. Sozom. 1. 3. c. ii. Tillgmont mmkês îhmmm' 
leruncertatn. See T. VIII. P. i. 5.42. and P. 5. Not. 48. V. 5. f^) Athan. 

ibid. (/f) See Nf/tes in f^gt 24, 1^, and Ji. TtUement at ahooe^ émdDMfit^ 

Tojiu II. p. 259* ^^n«. Sard. (b) He h féùd to b^ve tdktft place im tht CnmuT 

next to HfifiuSf a ^d before the Roma» dêfwties* bm-Ttihmottt^s àhôiit ùtei. 

CHRIST, 
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CHRIST, even in the extremity of old age : The wonderfnl Spi- A, Z>. 
ridion, Biftiop of Trcmitunta, who had confounded the Philofoplier 347- 
in the f3rmer Council, came to this likewife, to give the laft inftances of 
his courage and zeal for the defence of the Faith. It isalfofaid» that 
it was in a Synod which was held at Trcmitunta upon account of this 
Council, that he did that remarkable aâion by which he (hewed the 
great reverence he himfelf had and endeavoured to infpire in otliers 
for the Holy Scripture. 

(c) Triphyllius, a learned Lawyer, and a great Orator, from be- 
ing his Difci[rie was become Bifhop ofLedrain Cyprus; who preach- 
ing one day before an aflembly of the Clergy, cited the paflfage of 
S. Mark, wlierc our Saviour fays to the fick of the Palfy, Take up 
thy heà and walk : In the Greek there is the word (J) Graltaton ; but 
Triphyllius, who was one of the moft eloquent men of his age, and the 
moft polite in his language, initead of that barbarous word, ufed 
the term {e) fàmpt^dimy which fignifies a little bed : (/) Upon which Spi- 
ridion rifing from his feat, interrupted him, faymgwith an air of au- 
thority mixed with an holy indignation, " And do you think then that 
" you arc preferable to him that faid \xi'abbatoH] *p«fe3«tfw, that you . 
•* fecm afliamed to ufe an expreffion which he hath made facred ? " Af- 
ter which he went out of the aflembly, leaving them all a more ufeful 
Idfen for their inftruftion than what they had received from Triphyl- 
lins's fermon i namely, that the greateft regard ouglit to be had to the 
majeftick fimplicity of the Scripture, and that we cannot, without a 
crime, change, of cirr own private authority, one fingle jot in the text 
thereof, under pretence of giving it a more elegant and polite rum : 
TriphylKns bore the confnfîon that he was put into by his matter with 
ab u ndance of humility, and went along with him ro this Council, 
where he had the opportunity of converting with the moft learned Bir- 
fliops of the Weft, who were come thither- 

On rile other fide, the Eufebians came to Sardica, (g) about eighty in 
number ; tho* there were fome of them whom they kept only by force, 
canfing- them to be carefully watched, as it was known of twoamongft 
them, who made their efcape and came over to the Catbolick lide* 
(h) The chief of that party, who governed all the reft, were Ste- 

^y Hiaron. dc Script. Eccl. . (i) «pif^^ccTON (r ) wMf^lJ'iw. 

Cf ) Soxom. 1. 1, c. II. {g) Sei TtUemmt as «6oiw» {^) £piU. Syo. 

apud Athan. Apol. z» 
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^. D. ■ plien of Antioch, Theodore of Heradea, Narcifliis of Neitmits, 
3*47- Acacius of Oefarea, Meaophantes of Ephefus, Urfacius of Syngi- 
* don in M vHa, and Valens of Maria in Pannonia : For George of Lao- 
dicea, who w.is one of the moft obftinate amongft them^ would ooc 
come thither, fuppofing, and with good realbn, that they fliould not 
-be mafters in that Council, as they had been in that of Andoch. How- 
ever, thefe being ftill in hopes of getting the better by the fame neans 
that they had often made ufe of, had brought with them three Gxints 
of the Empire, whom Conftantius had appointed them ; (i) and of- 
ten confulting amongft themfelves by the way, they had entered into a 
fort of league, by which, the reft being forced to encer into it» they 
were obliged all as one man not to enter into the Council with the 
Weftem Church, if any attempt was made to call them to juftice, 
and if, in the firft place, they did not turn out Athanafius and the 
reft of the fiifliops whom they had depoled. 

Finding therefore when they came to Sardica, that their party 
would not be the ftrongeft ; that Conftans had ordered every thhig to 
be tranfaâed in the Council according to the laws of the Chunh; 
and that there were neither Counts nor Soldiers to hinder its liberty; 
that thofe whom they had driven from their Bifhopricks were there 
prefcnt in order to defend themfelves; that there were people ready 
with authentick proofs to accufe them of various crimes, with which 
they were reproached by their own coniciences; (k) and thatAf- 
tcrias and Macarius, thofe two Bilhops who had efcaped out of their 
hands, were there ready to declare to their faces all that they had 
agrted upon in their cabal : In (hon, finding that their whole fecrct 
was difcovered, they kept themfelves fliutupin the palace wlierethey 
hadatfirft taken up their lodgings, and protefted that they could not 
join with the other Bifliops, whilft they faw thofe amongft them who 
had l>een excommunicated and condemned by feveral Councils, (t) And 
notwithftanding all that Holuis could fay to them to make them quit 
fo groundlcfs a pretence, and fubmitt to the determination of an 
OEcumenical Council, of which they themfelves would be members, 
and where they (hould have all the liberty they could defire of pn>- 
pofing whatever they would, whether by way of accuiadon or defence, 

(/) Athan. Apol. &. & Epift. Synod. (k) Athan. Ep. td Solit. (I) Soioau 

I. 5. c. lo. Be Adun. ibid. 

they 
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they nevertlieieis ftill remained obftinace in this point. And for this A. JX 
reafon, the Fathers having along anfwered, that they could not 34^* 
feparate themielres £rom thofe who had been cleared by a (m) Council 
at Rome, and } et were ready to juftify themfelves again before them, 
they fènt word to the Council, by a Prieft of Sardica, that they had 
recei?ed letters from their Emperor, by which they were recalled ; 
and, at the fame time, they withdrew to Philippopolis, on the other 
fide of the mountain, in the territories of Conftantius : But they 
gained nothing by their going away, for the Council continuing ftill 
firm in their refolution of making both fides fubmit to the judgment 
of the aflembly, according to the intention of the Emperors, Hofius 
(m) wrote to them in the name of the reft, that if they did not imme* 
diately come and declare what they had to {ày, either againft thofe 
they accuied, or in defence of themfelves, they Ihould proceed to 
judgment, for which they could have fufficient information without 
chenL 

Accordingly, perceiving that they ftill refufed to appear, they 
c^ned the Council, in which, after having fxamined S. Athauafius's 
caufe afrefli, even by the aôs of the Councils of Tyre and the Ma- 
reotis, which the deputies of Eufebius had left at Rome, he was 
fully cleared and reftored to his See by the general applaufe of the 
whole aftembly, who admired his conftancy and refolution. Marcel-* 
Ins of Ancyra was alfo reftored, after he had made publick pro- 
feffion of the Nicene Faith, and protefted that he had never held the 
impious doârine of Sabellius, which Eufebius had laid to his chaise, 
that he might have a pretence for depofing him, and placimg an Arian 
in his flead. It is true, that he has (ince had the misfortune to pafs 
for a (0) Sabellian in the opinion of feveral great men, becaufe on 
the one fide the Arians fpread abroad fome of his writings which 
icemed infieâed with that error ; and on the other, fome of his diiV 
dples openly profeffed it as the fentiments of their mafter : But 
there are a great many others who excufe him, and afliire us that he 
all aloog fteadily adhered to the confeffion of Faith which he made. 

(m) n« Fftwcb is. Ceux que le pape avait juftifiez ; by vihieb mmjt tmamly be 
mn the Cêmmil ùf Kome bifwi-mintkmd, (m) Athan. £p. ad Solit. 

(•) Hier, de Saipc Eccl. HUar. Bafil. Chryfoft. Theod. Su TMtmonU T. VII. P. IL 

Miffcel. d* Ancyrt . 

U before 
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A. D. before the Councils both of Rome and Sardica^ in which he was 
347* cleared, agreeably to what he had nutintained in the Council of Mict 
againft the Arians, whom he always lafhed very (harply. However, 
whether he fince changed or not, that figniHes nothing (j^) as to what 
the Council determined upon his profeifion ; and whether his heart and 
tongue agreed or not, it is a point which we ought to leave to the de- 
termination of the fearchcr of heans. 

{q) The caufe of Afclepas of Gaza was likewife determined in 6- 
vour of that Bifhop : The Eufebians had a mortal hatred to him, be- 
caufe, having retrafted at the Council of Nice, he ftill reiblate/y re- 
fiifed to return to their party. For which reafon having accufed him 
of herefy, they drove him out of his Biihoprick, from whence he came 
to Rome to feek for juftice ; and having made profeffion of his Faith 
before the Council, (r) and plainly difcovered the calumny of his pcr- 
fecutors, he was reftored to his place with honour. After which, 
having examined the accuiacions and the proofs which were produced, 
as well by the Bi(hops prefent, as the deputies of the feveral Cities 
and Churches, againft the chief of the Eufebian party, namely Theo- 
dore, Narciflus, Acacius, Stephen, Menophantus, (s) Urfkcius, Vt- 
lens, George of Laodicea, Patrophilus and Gregory, Bafil and Quia- 
tinius, the intruders into Alexandria, Antioch and Gaza, they de- 
clared them to be excommunicate, unworthy of the name of Chri- 
ftiaas, and to have forfeited their dignities. 

As to what concerned the Faith the holy Council would not meddle 
with it ; (t) and tho' there were fome that declared» and even warm- 
ly maintained that it was neceffary to have a full confeffion of Faith, by 
adding fomething to the Nicene Creed, to give the more light to 
the points indifpute, yet they would not admitt of it, and made but 
one decree by which they declared that nothing (hould be added to 
that Confeflion, becaufe it contained every thing that was necedkry 
for comprehending the Faith and preferving true Piety. Which is 
the reafon that that Council, tho* (u) OEcumenkal, has not a panicoltr 
place amongft the reft, having determined nothing concerning the 

(f) Epiph. Haer.ri. (q) Theod. 1. 1. 0.24. (r) Epift-Sfooi. 

(/) Athan. or. i. contra Ar. (t) Epift ad Antioch. (m) It mst inw 

êfiumiijù hj the Eafttrm Church r and Duftm fays the Camnt vmê mttêmf^êd m tht 
fcfm ti lawsy T. XI. p. i^o. Sa Ni)/« heUvt» 
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Faith, but what that of Nice decreed, and alio that the Canons of both A. D. 
are often (x) confounded : For there are (y) twenty-one Canons of the 347* 
Council of Sardica, many of which were vifibly made on account of 
the Arians, (z,) as particularly Can. i . againft fuch as remove from 
lefler Bifliopricks to greater, without the confent of the Church, as 
Eufebius, and thofe that were put in the places of the deprived Bifhops 
had done; (a) Can. 2. againft thofe who made no difficulty of going 
into other provinces, as was the continual praâice of Urfacius and 
Valens, to have an opportunity of being with the Eufebians; (^) 
Can. 6. againft thofe who ordained Bifhops in little towns, where one 
Frieft was fufficient, as was the care of Ifchyras, to whom Eufebius 
had promifed a Biflioprick as a reward for his calumny ; Can. 8, p. & 
feq. againft thofe who went to Court without being fent for by their 
(c) Prince, or having leave from their Primate, like the Eufebians 
who were always amongft the Emperors attendance : But the chief and 
moft remarkable (d) is the Canon, which decreed that if a Bifhop 
thinks himfelf un juftly condemned in a Synod he may have recourfe to 
theBifliop of Rome, who is his lawful judge ; (e^ and that which forbids 
another to be eleâed in his place till the Bifliop of Rome hath pais'd 
fentence in the caufe : C^) It is evident, that this was done in oppofition 
to the Eufebians, who could not away with Juliuses having cleared 
the Bifhops condemned in their pretended Coimcils, which had placed 
Gregory in S. Athanafius's See, whilft he was waiting at Rome for 

(jr) Thîê Tilkmomt acknowledges to have been dene by Leo and others, but he cannot 
tbimk ii Vf as wHb defign, tbo* be does not fay any tbing to the contrary j fince indeed it 
is mucb tê h$ fnffeBed. (y) Some copies fay twenty. See Tillem. T. VIII. P. I. 

f. 50. (t) Can. I. (a) Can. x. (b) Can. 6. (c) Can. 8, 9. fip/rf . 

(d) Can. |. Of this Ttllemont fays, C*efi une mactiere aiTez nouvcUe ; and that it 
is the fmofth isslfdon. See places above cited. (e) Can. 4. (^) As to 

the mtstberity ef tbefe Canons, it depends upon that of the Council, which is very much 
difpmiei* Dtspin fays they were never received as laws by the Catholick Church : That 
they were net put into the Code approved by the Council of Cbahedon \ that the Eajk 
mover reeeived them, neither would the Bijhops of Africa own them '» that the Bifbops cf 
Roma emiy ufei them, and cited them under the name of the Council of Nice, to give 
them weig/bt and antberity : Befides, S. Angufiine feems to he ignorant ef them hy loeHir 
img upon them as fnad$ by the Arians ; and that they were not nssiverfaliy admitted 
ise the Wejt, Is plain from the difpute between Hillary Bifbop of Afles, and Leo of Borne» 
Of Mil mMeh fee farther Tillem. Hoc. ^i. S. Athan. and Dupin as ahove^ and ont Br 
Jbop Bevtridge^ Cone. S^d. 

U z that' 
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jL Dm nttC Bnfaop s oggiiuîniTinn Xhs bciiig dotÊt^ tDC ComcU wrote to 
347* Jolng and ocfaer Bifhops totfaeOmthof Alrim d ria , «ad alio totbc 
£ziipei0rs^ iDtruiiiig tbeai to be Pimtiiuts of the Chmch^ uidtoâl- 
lovit a fun aDd onic libertr CDgovrm die Faidifid by its own laws. 
(f) But vhilft dsc holy Coimdl was tmfiiâin^ ciiefe matters i^ lie 
iimSim ^ttt Hh Sférity die Amns wbo had vkUsawn tfaemielvcs to 
FfailippQpolis» by the preninipCQoas xpint of berefy, sttcmpced whit 
had cet er be£[>re ben dcae in cbe Quudi : For haying afletnbkd 
thrmirlYes as a Gxmcil, they there oaJiiu ic J aD that had been doce 
agiinfi SL Adunatuis and the other depoèbd Bifc^is ; they dcommn* 
nicated Julius Biikop o£ Rook, the great Hofios» Pioujg e ii es of Sardi- 
ca, and Maximm of Xrevcs^ as hating •^h'm"'^^ to commiBDOQ with 
diem, thoic who hadbecn lawâilly &panted from die Chiirch by fe- 
vexal CoQJiciI& They alib c o m po fed there a fiath Cbpfegan of Faith, 
in which fuppreSng, azid eren aboliihing (g) the term CÊÊffmtftoMtiâl^ 
they ccodenined lU the propoddocs» rainraincd by Alius, that were 
fcandalous sod bliipfaemous ; which they did that the world mightnoc 
think them in any refpect Arans» tho' by denying the CoofohfiaDta- 
lity of the Word, they were fbU of Arios s opinioa in their beans, 
which follows nece&rily from that prindpie. Therefore, as they le- 
le conchdion, the* they mainrainfd the premises of hisAigo- 
ky began to form that party ^bj which were fince called Ami- 

Afterwards, to gi^^ the z:cie authority to their wretched form of a 
Council, they prelunicd to caU it the ho^ Comidlof Sardica, and in 
this ftyte to iddrcls y ) their Uiwiictl letters to all the Sfhops in the 
worid, it being ftuâcd with innumerable £dle adenioos ag^inft Julius 
ef Rome and the other Catholick Biifaops, whom they had escommo- 
nicated, and paiticulariy againft & Athanafins, wbom they created as 
the moft vile and wicked man alive. And as they were ezaiperated a- 
gainft (k) Gratusfiiihop of Carthage^ and thirty-five other ortbodox Bi- 
(hops of Africa, who oppoied them in the Council of S^ar^j^^ cJiey 
fent their letter to Dooatus of Carthage, chief of the Ddoadfts, who 
afterwards made uie of it to ihew that his party were in communiai 
with the Council of Sardica : (t) But & Ai^iuftine eafily diibovered 

if} Socr. L 2. c if^ Snooi. 1. 5. o lo^ (g} HiL bh.4a Snod. It Socr. 

f i^) Ëpiplw bar. 7> (0 Hilar. Fr^. I. z^ (k} Axaaa. AifoL 4. m Aag. 
Ub.3.€Qau.at£oa.C^H*&ta4?2«iiw«inc> 

by 
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by the letter, which was produced to him, that that was an Arian A. D. 
Coundl : Befides as he was entirely ignorant of there having been ano- 347- 
ther, which is matter of wonder, fince it was known to all the world, 
he and the reft of the Africans of his time, have therefore, ftridly 
fpeaking, had it in abhorrence, without diftinguifliing between the Ca- 
tholick and the Arian Council of Sardica j; fo true is it, that the moft 
common things, and fuch as every body is acquainted with, fomerimes 
are unknown to men of the greateft wit and penetration. 

In the mean time the chief of the Arians, their council being over, 
iet out immediately before the others, to prepofTefs Conftantius, whom 
they influenced as they pleafed, and whom they eafily perfuaded to 
greater aâs of violence, than what had already been committed in A- 
lexandria : (m) For to be revenged of the Bifhops who EldiKrfaken 
tbem^ efpecially thofe of Thrace, the moft remarkably zealous againft 
them when they retired from Sardica, they fo contrived it that Con- 
ftantius having fent Philagrius, in whom they confided, to punifli them, 
he caufed feveral of the Clergy of Adrianople to be beheaded : (n) Lu- 
cius their Bifliop he loaded with chains and fent into banifhment, where 
he died of the hardfhips which he underwent ; and caufed Olympius 
of Aenx, Theophilus of Trajanople and Diodorus, to be depofed by 
an Imperial ediâ, which ordered them to be put to death in whatfo- 
ever part of the Empire they ihould be found. Befides they procured 
Macarius and Afterius, who had quitted their party, to be banifhed, 
giving orders that they (hould receive all manner of ill treatment whilft 
they were carried into banilhment in the deferts of Afiica; and for 
fear leaft S- Athanafius and the Bifhops, reftored by the Council, 
ihould enter again into their Churches, ediâs were every where pub- 
lifhed, ordering the Governors of the places to feize them if they ap- 
peared, and more particularly appointing the Magiftrates of Alexan- 
dria to kill S. Athanafius and certain Priefts that attended him, if 
they came into Egypt : In fhort they fo cruelly opprefTed thofe who ei- 
ther upbraided them with their flight from Sardica or their herefy, that 
a great many, to fecure themfelves from their fiiry, pretended to come 
over to their party. ^, 2j^ 

But the arrival of Deputies from the Council, and an Ambaffador j^g. 
from Conflans to Conftantius, at length put an end to the perfecution. 

(m) Atfaioar. Ep.ad Solk. (n) Mart. Rom« xi. Feb. 

The 
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j4. D.. The Council fent to that Prince (o) Vincent of Capua and Enphiatas 
348- fiifhop of Cologne, to (p) intreat him to rcftorc thofe whom they had 
cleared, and Conftans fent alfo on his part the Prieft Salianus, a man 
of extraordinary merit and Angular piety, whom he ordered to prcis 
the Emperor his brother to caufe the decrees of the holy CoqdcU to 
be put in execution, (ince they themfelves had called it ; to reilore to 
their fees thofe who had been fo unjuftly driven from them; and to pa- 
ni(h the authors of thofe calumnies, which had occafioned fb many 
diforders. Conftantius imcertain what to do, and being in fuipence 
between the fear he was in of his brother, and the ihame of retraâing, 
gave no pofitive anfwer, and prolonged the af&ir till, by the impatience 
and malice of the Arians, there happened a very remarkable accident, 
which began very much to (hake his refolution. 

{q) For Stephen B«(hop of Antioch, fearing the fucoefs of the De- 
puties negotiation, thought that it was beft to be before-hand with them 
and ruin their reputation, in order to make their endeavours unfuc- 
cefsful. To thispurpofe he made ufe ofadefperate villain, the ufual 
infiniment of his wickednefs, who found means during the night to 
bring a lewd woman into Euphratas's chamber, making her believe 
that (he had been fent for by fome young perfons that were ftrangers. 
But the good old man having cried out with all his might at hearing 
the voice of a woman ) who anfwered him, and whom he imagined to 
be a devil in diiguife come to tempt him : The other Deputy and all the 
fervants came in at hearing the noice, and feized the woman and fbme 
of the perfons who had followed her in, that they might furprize and 
accufe the Biftiop. Upon which Salianus having boldly demanded the 
Emperor to let juftice be done by his officers for fo wicked an attempt 
againft fkcred perfons, who had not only thecharaâer of Bifhops, but 
alfo of AmbafTadors^ the whole contrivance of Stephen was discovered 
by thofe that were taken, and alfo by the woman herfelf who was 
likewife vext at being impofed upon. Thereupon they caufed that bac- 
ked Bifhop to be depofed, who after fo vile an aâion ought no longer 
to hold fo honourable a place ,- and Leontius, as bad an Arian, but one 
of more cunning and diflimulation, was put in his ftead. 

Conftantius, hardened as he was in his herefy, (r) came now a lit- 
tle to himfelf, and judged it probable that this calumny, which lie 

(«; Achan. ibid, (jf) Theod. L x. c. 5, & lo. (j) Tbeod. ib. (r) Athan* Ep. ad 
Selic. 

could 
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could not doubt ofj was not the firft that had been made ufe of agaînft A. D. 
thofe who were for the Council o( Nice. And this very reafonable confi- 348. 
deration had at leaft this good effeâ, that he immediately recalled feme 
of the Clergy of Alexandria whom he had lately banifhed, at the de- 
fire of the Eufebians, and ordered the Magiftrates of that great city to 
forbear the perfecution which they were ftill carrying on againft thofe 
who were of S. Athanafius's party, {s) But he yet deferred giving 
a plain anfwer to what Conftans demanded concerning the Bifhops 
reftored by the Council, (t) For which reafon, Conftans, being tired 
and even exafperated at fo many évadons, wrote to Conftantius once 
for all, in fuch a manner as (hewed that he would have the matter im« 
mediately determined one way or other, and he ordered his AmbaflTa- 
dor to deliver letters to him, by which, in few words, hedefired him 
forthwith to choofe one of thefe two things, either to reftore the Bi- 
ihops, panicularly Athanafius and Paul, or to prepare for war, which 
he would declare againft him in cafe of a refufal, protefting that he 
would go himfelf with an army to re-eftablifli Athanafius in Alexan- 
dria. 

This refolute way of proceeding furprized Conftantius, who was 
more of a politician than a foldier, and (u) vi\\o had a great mind to e- 
vade the matter, by protraôing the time with long and ufelefs negoti- 
ations, without coming to any conclufion. Whereupon he affembled 
his Arian Bifliops to know what was to be done upon fo extraordina- 
ry an occafion : And they, confidering that Conftantius was already 
engaged in a very troublefome war with the Perfians, who had invad- 
ed Mefopotomia, and had often got the better of him ; that befides, if 
Conftans, who was a man of courage, and become much more power- 
ful than he, fince he had added his other brother's ftiare of the Em- 
pire to his own, fliould alfb fall upon him with all the Weftem forces, 
he would be inevitably undone, together with all their feâ, whom 
Conftans held in great abhorrence ; for which reafon they, without 
ooniideration, advifed him to have recourfe to diflimulation, till a 
more £[iV0urable opportunity offered, and readily give his brother the 
fiitisfiiftion he required. There alfo happened an accident which for- 
warded the matter and confirmed the Emperor in his refolution : . For 
he It the fiunc time received the news of George the intruding Biftiop 

(i) Ibid. (0 Socr. 1. 2. c. iS. (u) Socr. ibid. 
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^. D. of Alexandria's (*) being killed in that city by certain perlbiis, who 

348. ^^»ere willing to take that opportunity, which they thought convenkiitt 

to revenge the outrages and cruelties which he had been guilty of, it 

being known every where that Conftans had openly declared againft 

him in favour of S. Athanafius. 

G>nftantius therefore having refolved to diflèmble, and to coofimn 
himfelf to the prefent occafion, gaveanfwertoSalianusthe AmbÉ&- 
dor> *^ That he defîred nothing more eameftly than alwajrs to •& in 
concert with his brother : That although they had divided the world 
between them, it was ftill but one Empire, which they ought both 
to govern with the fame mind, (x) That as to what Conftans had 
defired concerning the reftoring of the Bifiiops, more efpedally 
Athanafius, it was what he himfelf alfo defired, and that it bid 
been already done, if he had of his own aceord prefented himfelf 
to him to be reftored : But if the apprehenfion, which he had been 
under, of not being well received, had hindered him, another me- 
thod (hould be taken, and he would immediately give his brother all 
the fatisfaftion he defired. Infhort he wrote to him^ (y) That it was 
in his own power, and that he might fend the Bifliops that were 
with him to their Sees whenever he pleafed : That he even defired 
him to urge S. Athanafius, and remove all the fears which he might 
ftill be under on account of what had happened, and to aflure him, 
on his part, that being perfuaded of his innocence and his merit, 
he would receive him with all the honour that was due to them. 
(z.) At the fame time he fent letters to S. Athanafius, who fince the 
Council had retired to Acquilea, and wrote to him three feveral rimes 
in a very friendly manner to remove his fears, and induce him to ha- 
ften to Court, where, he told him, he fliould receive all the ûuif' 
faftion he could defire. 

In the mean time the Emperor Conftans having received his bio- 
ther's letters, (a) fent Paul of Conftantinople and two other Bifhops 
that were with him at Coun back again to their Sees, (t) and &ùt 
word to Athanafius to come to him with all ipeed into Gaul, where he 

(♦) Tillemont fays this bappemd in January of February A. D. 349. T. VIII. P. H. 
$.5^. (x) Epift. Conft. ad Athan. Apol. i. (y) Athan. Epift.id 

Solic. (z) Athan. Epift. ad Cooft. ad Solit. Socr. 1. a. c. 18. Settiikmftt 

Tom. VIII. Note 6^. fur S. Athanaf. (4) Sgcr. ibid. (h) Athmail 

Apol. ad Cooft. 

tfacD 
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then was : As IboD as he arrived^ he (hewed him Conftantius's letters ; A. D. 
and having informed him of the true reafon of that fudden alteration^ 34^* 
be aCTured him that he had no reafon to be afraid of him, (ince for the 
Church's fake he would always proteâ him againft his enemies» tho' 
he was forced to employ all the forces of his Empire : After this^ the A. D. 
good Patriarch having returned him all poflible thanks, and implored 349* 
the bleffing of Heaven to reward him for his unfliaken zeal and gene- 
rofity in defending the Faith, (c) he fet forward to return into the 
Eaft. He was received at every place on his way with great tokens o£ 
efieem by all the Biftiops, and particularly at Rome by Julius, who did 
jufiice to his vertue, by the extraordinary honours which he paid him, 
and by his commendations of him in the letter which he wrote to the 
Churdi and people of Alexandria (^i) to congratulate with them upon 
the reftoradon of their Paftor, and to exhort them to receive him with 
all the tokens of joy and refpeâ that were due to fo great a man, the 
being acquainted with whom (he told them) he looked upon as a fignai 
inftance of God's favour to him. Thus S. AthanaHus, loaded with 
bonours, and attended with the applaufe of theCatholicks in all the pla- 
ces through which he pafTed, came as it were in triumph to the Emperor 
Confiantius at Antioch, who was there giving orders about repairing 
the lodes which he had lately received in the war againft the Per- 
fians. 

That Prince, who was not fo well skilled in the art of war as in 
the a&irs of the Court, in which Diflimulation is chiefly requifîte, re*- 
ceived the Patriarch in fuch a manner that thofe, who judge only by 
the appearance of things, might think him very well pleafed both 
with his conduâ and return ; and the good man, receiving thofe marks 
of his aflfeâion with the refpeâ that was due to his Emperor^ after 
making a profound obeifance, addrelTed him in this manner, ^* Sir» 
« had I not been inftruâed in the fchool of JESUS CHRIST, 
'^ and was not my mafter, to whom I had the honour of fpeaking, a 
Chriflian Emperor, I might tell your majefty, that there is now at 
your feet themoft wretched, tho'themoft faithful, of all your fub- 
** jeâs and fervants : There is nothing that can be imagined fo intol- 
lerable not only for a Bilhop, but even for the meaneft of men 
to undergo^ that I have not fu£fered either in my own perfon, or^ 

(0 AchaiuC Apol. %. (à) Athanaf. ibid. Socr. ib. 
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A. O. '^ what is ftill more» in that of my friends and âdhcstents, whom I 
349. *' ought to love more tenderly than my life itibl£ There is no fon 
of calumny with which I have not been afperfed by mine adverfa- 
ries. They have fuborned againft me lewd women, Jews, Pagans, 
and Schifmaticks, who are my declared enemies, the teflimonies of 
of whom, they being before bribed by them, they have made valid, 
without fb much as giving ear to what I had to offer in my juft de- 
fence, or receiving the undeniable proofs of my innocence : In oxder 
to ruin me, they have broken through all laws both civil and facrcd, 
and have condemned me as a robber, a ftirrer up of fedition, a mur- 
derer, a facrilegious perfon, an enchanter and a.magician ; notwith- 
(landing the oppofition that was made by thofe who endeavoured to 
hinder this injuftice, and whom they reftrained by force of arms. 
But alas! how unhappy was I^ when I faw to what a degree of mife- 
ry my wretched people were brought in the lamentable defblation 
which was made in Alexandria, where after violating the holy vir- 
gins, pillaging the churches, and committing many other abomin- 
able crimes, they had recourfe to (ire and fword, and all other 
inftniments of cruelty, filling every place with blood and flaugh- 
ter, and trampling upon the bodies of the Priefts and holy Monks, 
whom they had maflacrcd, in order to fet Gregory in my feat. 
With great difficulty did I efcape out of the hands of thofe, who 
by all the murders which they committed, only fought to take 
away my life, had not God preferved me, after the miferies which 
I laboured under during my banifliment, to be fo happy as I now 
am, to difcover to your ma jefty what, doubtlefs, would have been 

•^ concealed from you, as being fo contrary to your good difpofition 
and intentions. But tho' my fufferings have indeed been exceed- 
ing great, yet I could nei-er think them an unhappincls, becaufe 
I underwent them in a moft righteous caufe, even the defence of 
the holy Council of Nice, which I am ready to fign with my blood 
itfelf : But fo far am I from complaining of my perfecutors, that 
I am obliged to them for the Evangelical bleffing which they have 
procured me, namely, fuffering for the fake of CHRIST JESUS 
However, I come to beg juftice of your majefty ; but I declare bc- 

'* fore- hand, that they have nothing to apprehend from what I ask; 

*' fince it is. Sir, that they, being now at Court, may immediately 

^^ appear before me in your prefence, and alledge to my face what 

"they 
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** they have publi(hed againft me : And if they can produce one A. D. 
fingle proof againft me, that is but fo much as probable, not to i^9- 
fay convincing, I am ready to renounce all the judgments that 
have been given in my favour, and to go into banilhment of my 
own accord ; but if I convince them of falfhood, infbmuch that 
they can make no reply, all the juftice that I defire, and which 
I hope your majefty wrill not refufe me, is that granting them 
pardon, which I beg of you for them with all my heart, they 
may no more be allowed the liberty of raifing calumnies againft 
** me in my abfence.^ 

(0 Tho' Conftantius was not well affcfted to S. Athanafius, yet 
he appeared Ibmewhat moved at this difcourfe ; but finding that his 
Bifliops would not accept the offer that was made them, he thought 
it fufficient to tell him a few days after, " That it was not conve- 
nient to renew former difputes ; and that what was paft ought 
to be forgotten. That however, to ftiew that he would give 
hîni full fatîsfaôîon in every other particular, (f) he was not only 
going to fettle him again in his fee, as the other Biftiops had been, 
but he would alio give orders to his officers to annul in every 
place, and eraze from the regifters the aâs that had been re- 
corded againft him/' This he really did foon after, and promifed 
him even with an oath, calling God to witnefs to the promife which 
he thereupon made him, that he would no longer give ear to what 
might be faid againft him in his abfence, but look upon it as a ca- 
lumny. Whereupon, perceiving that the Patriarch, being very well 
Iktisfied, was going, as indeed he ought, to exprefs his thanks, he 
interrupted him with faying (as had been before agreed on by bis 
Bifliops, who had advifed him to it) that he would ftriâly and fin- 
cerely obferve what he had promifed him ; but that he might own 
he had obliged him by it, (g) he had alfoa requeft to make him on 
his pare, which he thought could not reafonably be deny'd ; " For 
what I have to ask, continued he, is only defigned as a means to 
put an end to the quarrel, by taking away all matter of com- 
plaint ; and that is, that you would grant one out of the great 
number of churches which you have in Alexandria^ to thofb who 
^ think that they cannot in confcience communicate with you." 

(#) Atbto. Ep. ad Solic. (/) Socr. 1. 1, c. i8. (;) $ocr« L 5. c. if.* 
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A. D. That I will do readily. Sir, r£plies S. Atbanafitu immediattfy^ with ex* 
349* traordinary preftttce of mind : '' But fince there are abnndance of peopk 
'* in Antiocli who look upon it as a great crime to hold oommunioD 
^' with tliofe whofe belief is not the fame with ours; your majefty 
'' will then, I hope, for die fame reafon, let a church be granted 
'^ to them, wherein they may hare liberty to aflemble.'^ 

The Emperor, furprized at this anfwer, to which he did not fee 
that any objcâion could be made, imparted it to the Arians; but 
they let the ma:rer drop, perceiving that this propofal would be 
moft to their difad vantage, becaufe there would be but few Arians in 
Alexandria as iboo as A thanafius appeared there ,- and that all Antioch 
would become Catholicks when their former liberty was reftored to 
them. Thus Athanafius fet forward to return to his Church, very 
wel! fatistied, and carrying with him very kind letters firom Con- 
flantius in his favour. He was received in his journey with great 
acclamations by the people, and with a general applaufe by all the 
orthodox Bi(hops r Tho^ of Faleftinc met in a fynodical manner at 
Jerufalem, in order to receive him with the greater honour : Even 
thofe wlio had been againfl him {k) either through fear or out of 
regard to the Eufebians, who were at that time very powerful, came 
thither alfo, excepting Acacius and Patrophilus, now become moft 
obûinate Arians, and fome few others who were afhamed of appear- 
ing before him- Urfacius and Valens, who were fbme of the oldeft 
difciples of Arius, and had always been the mofl zealous of Us feâ, 
(i) and the greatefl enemies to S. Athanafius, judging, by the ho- 
nours that Conflantius had conferred on him, that the Ariair party 
was ruined, wrote to him, defiring to hold communion with bnnj 
after having firft asked pardon for their herefy, and the calomnies 
which they had been authors of, in a Synod that was then atfembled 
at Milan. They went alfo and confefled their crimes before Julius 
the Bifhop of Rome, abjuring their Arian principles, by an iofhu- 
ment in writing, which they prefented him, in order to their re- 
ceiving abfolution, and to be admitted into the communion of the 
Church, from which they had been cut off in the Council of Sardica. 
In fhort, the Patriarch at his entrance into Alexandria, was reoeiTed 
by aD the Bifhops of Egypt, who came thither to meet him, tnd 

(h) Athao. Ep. ad Solit. (i) Athan. de Synod. ApoL x. l:pt. ad Soiit. 

Sozoffl» L 5» c. iz. 
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by all orders of people of that great city, with fuch teftimonies of A. D* 
joy of all kinds, that Religion itfelf, in the perfon of that viâorious 34P* 
Prelate, might then be faid to triumph over Arianifm in the very 
place where that herefy firft began to war againft Jefus Chrift. 

But whilft S. Athanafîus was performing fo fucceisful a journey, 
news arrived in the Eaft of the terrible revolution that had hap- 
pened in the Weft, and which in the end was the caufe not only 
of reftoring Arianifm, but alio of making it fpread more than ever 
throughout the Empire. 

Magnentius, General of the army in Gaul, a man of an enter- -^- ^^ 
prizing and ambitious fpirit, having won over the chief of the offi- 35^* 
cers, had for fome time formed a defign of making himfelf Empe- 
ror ; and he thought he could not have a more favourable opportu- 
nity than what then offered : For on the one fide Conftantius, being 
employed in the war againft the Perfians, (k) who had cut to pieces 
ieveral oonfiderable bodies of his forces, he thought he was not in 
$L condition to come and difpute the Empire with him, when he (hould 
have ufurped it from his brother ; and on the other fide, Conftans, 
whom he durft not before attack, was reduced to a condition in 
f^ich it was very eafy to get the better of him. In truth, that 
Prince, who was not above thirty years old, and had always aâed 
with â great deal of vigour and refolution before he became abfolute 
loafter of* the Weft, (/) was grown very remifs, whether it was that 
profperity had foftned him, or that the gout, with which he was often 
troabkd, had enfeebled his mind, or that the pleafure of hunting, 
of whidit notwithftanding his indifpofition, he was pai&onately fond, 
(m) had made him leave off the care of bufinefs, that he might 
pals the greateft part of his time, as he did, in the country : (n) 
This brraght him into contempt with the chief of the army, (*) 
who even thought that he was defirous of folitude to conceal the 
debaucheries, of which he was (aid to be guilty. Befides, he was 
not beloved by the people, whom he had fomewhat over-burdened with 
taxes ; and the foldiery, to whom he had always made himfelf ter* 
rible^ had conceived a great hatred againft him- 

(k) Zontr. AniuL Tom. IIL Eutrop. 1. lo. (/} Aurel. Viûor. 

(w) Zootf. (n) Ibid. Zofim. Eutrop. (*) Ibid. 

(o) On 
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A. D. (o) On the contrary, Magnentius, who commanded the army, had 
350. it entirely at his devotion ; and befides, was chief oflicer of the two 
bed legions, which were called the Jovians and Herculians, £tomthe 
Emperors Dioclefian and Maximin, who had railed them^ and ho*- 
noured them fo far, that they always ferved aboat the Emperor's Fbr- 
fon, which they were appointed to guard, as well as the Pretorian 
Bands. Magnentius therefore perceiving that he fliould never have 
a more favourable opportunity, being withal (ecure of his party, 
particularly of Marcellinus Great Treafurer of the Empire^ re- 
folved to put his deflgn in execution at Autun, where the Court then 
redded, whilft the Emperor was engaged m hunting. For this pur- 
pofe, he made choice of the i5th day of January, on which Mar- 
cellinus, under pretence of celebrating his fon's birth-day, had in- 
vited all the great officers to fupper. About midnight, whilft they 
were ftill at table in the height of their merriment, Magnentius 
pretending to have an occadon to go out for a while» went and 
dreflfed himfelf in the Imperial robe, and then entering into the hall 
where the feaft was kept in this drefs, with the diadem upon his 
head, he was immediately faluted as Emperor by the greateft part 
of the guefts, who were in concert with him, and at the fame time, 
by the reft, who, not having leifure to confidcr, or to diftinguifli who 
was on their fide, followed their example. 

The noife of what was done being fpread both in the city and the 
army, all declared for Magnentius. The firft thing that he did 
was to fend, with all fpeed, one of the captains, in whom he moft 
confided, with fome troops of horfe, to make away with Conftans, 
who having had timely information of it whilft he was hunting, (p) fled 
with the {tw guards that attended him : But the officer till ÎFoUoir- 
ing him by the track, purfued him fo clofely, that he came up with 
him at laft on the frontiers of Spain near the caftle of Elna, which was 
formerly called Helena from the name of his grandmother, where 
he endeavoured to fave himfelf; and he was there barbaroufly mur- 
dered, as had been exprelly ordered by the tyrant, (q) It is laid 
that Conftantine the Great having confulted the horofbope of 
that Prince at his birth, the aftrologers fortetold him that he (hould 
enjoy an happy but a (hort life, and die in the bolbm of Helena : 

(<»; Zofim. 1. 1. (p) Aurcl. Vift. (q) Zoaar. Tom. IIL 

This, 
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This, as is obferved before, was the name of his grandmother, and ji. D. 
that Princcfi dying fix or feven years after this prediftion. Con- 35o- 
ftantine imagined that his fon had efcaped the misfortune that 
threatened him, but he met it in this place : Thus verifying the 
prophecy in a diflferent manner than was expefted, as it ufually hap- 
pens, through a doubtful equivocation and turn of expreffion, which 
rarely fails of being pernicious to thofe, whofe dangerous curiofity 
emboldens them to invade God^s prerogatives, by defiring to know the 
fccrets of what is to come. Thus unfortunately fell Conftans in the 
flower of his age, whilft, with more zeal even than his father, he 
ftill caufed the Chriftian Religion to flourifti in the Weft, and in 
the Eaft proteâed it againft the attempts of his brother, and the 
a&ults of Arianifm ; which may ferve to inftruft Chriftians that 
the judgments of God are paft finding out, and that we ought not 
to determine of the truth and falfity of a Religion from the good 
or bad fuccefs of thofe that profefs it ? Since Conftans, a moft 
zealous Catholick, loft both his Empire and his life by the treachery 
of Magncntius ; and Conftantius, the defender of the Arians, having 
overcome that tyratit, obtained the Empire of the whole world. 

Magnentius having deftroyed his mafter by the horrible parricide 
that has been related, without difficulty made himfelf mafter of both 
the Gaols, where he was acknowledged for Emperor ,- and as he was 
pai&Dg the Alpes with the beft part of his army, in order to take 
pofleflion of the reft of the Empire, he was informed that his ex- 
ample bad been followed by one who was a very dangerous rival 
to him: (r) This was Vetranio, the oldeft of the Roman com- 
manders, who had always been very fuccefsful in war, even to a very 
old age, to which he had attained with a great deal of glory, being 
as mudi loved as refpeded by his foldiers, becaufe he was of an 
agreeable temper, good humoured, civil, obliging, and affable, but 
more efpecially becaufe he affefted the ancient probity and fimplicity 
of the old Romans, whofe virtue as well as appearance he was ma- 
fter of; but withal was fo illiterate, that he was forced to learn to 
write his name in order to fign it, when the legions whic|i he com- 
manded in Ulyricum had proclaimed him Emperor, as they did of Sir- 
mium^ on the firft day of May, not enduring that the army in Gaul 

(r) Viâor. Eutrop. 1. JOt ZoGm. 1. r. Sozom. 1. 4* c i» 

fiiould. 
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ji.D. {hould -aiTume the privilege of making an Emperor withouc them. 

3.50. As -the pretence of revenging the death of Conftans feemed very 
plaudble, to cover his ambition, which old age bad not entirely ex- 
tinguifhed in him, he made no difficulty of accepting that honouTi 
and wrote very artfully to Conftantius, that he only. pretended to ac- 
cept it, in order to be revenged on Magnentius, who by all means in- 
treated him to come and join forces, that they might attack his ma- 
jefty before he had time to get more forces together: However, 
he aiTumed the Imperial robe, and the title of Auguftus; €0 dif- 
ficult is it to withftand the temptation of a crown» the' death is 
ready to fnatch a man away at the fame time. 

Nor was he the only perfon that fuffered himfelf to be alhired 
by fuch tempting charms, for Nepotion, fon of Eutropia^ Conftan- 
tine's fifter, thought that proximity of Blood gave him a right to 
claim the throne, and to fucceed Conftans ; but if he wanted not 
courage for fo great an undertaking, he was not mafter either of 
forces or conduâ enough to be fuccefsful in it. (s) Having got to- 
gether in hafte a diforderly company of vagabonds, thieves, and gla- 
diators, he came in the beginning of June, cloathed in the Imperial 
robe, before Rome, where was his mother, and feveral perfons of 
diftinâion, not queftioning but they were on his fide. It is 
certain, that at fir ft he had the better of fome bands of citizens, 
whom the Prefed of Rome, appointed by Magnentius, led agaioft 
him ; but Marcellitius, who was come down into Italy with Veteran 
Troops inured to war, having fpeedily come to the relief of the Pre- 
fect, (0 cut all his party in pieces, and killed him upon the fyo^ 
twenty-eight days after he had taken upon him the title of Empe- 
ror. Marcellinus, after having caufed his head to be carried thro' 
die City on the top of a lance, (u) put to death his mother Eutro- 
pia, with all thofe whom he thought had been of his party ; amongft 
which there were feveral pious people who had entertained S. Atha- 
naiius at Rome. 

Conftantius having received information of all theie accidents 
almoft at the fame time, was at a very great ftreight^ beattfe 
of the war with the Perdans, for which all his forces together were 
hardly fufficient. (x) There were neverthelefs fbme of his Aritn 

f/) Euirop. Zolîm. (t) Eutrop. (h) Athan. Apol. id Conftiot 

(x) S(Kr. 1. 1. C.21. 

Bifhops, 
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Bifhops, who, r^rdîng nothing but fatisfying the particular enmi- A. D. 
ty which they had againft S. Athanafius, endeavoured to afperfe 346. 
him with freih calumnies, imagining that Conftans being dead, there 
was nothing now left to hinder Conftantius to rid himfelf of a man, 
whom they knew very well he had received only out of the appre- 
henfion that he was under of his brother : But the Emperor, who 
was a politick man, and more difcerning than they, would not in fo 
critical a junôure run the hazard of exafperating the people of 
Alexandria, who were naturally mutinous, and might draw away 
all Egypt, and engage them in Magnentius^s intereft. For which 
reafon, thinking it was neceflary tod ilfcmble till the war was finilhed, 
he wrote to S. Athanafius in a very courteous manner upon the death 
of Conftans, which he rightly judged would afFefi: him very fenfibly, 
(y) and intreated him to be under no apprehenfions, aflfuringhim, 
which he repeated three times, that he would always proteft him. 
He alfo lent orders to his lieutenants in Egypt to prevent any per- 
fon ^m difturbing him ; and more efpecially that Philip, who of 
all Conftantius's officers was the greateft, moft implacable, and cniel 
enemy to the Catholicks, might not attempt any thing againft him. 

But being under no fear of what might happen at Conftanti- 
nople, of which he was very fecure, he did not treat Paul, whom 
Conftans bad caufed to be reftored to his fee after the fame man- 
ner; (x») for fome time after his brother*s death, he fent thither 
that very Philip, with orders to drive him away, and put Macedo- 
BÎus again in his place. Philip, tho' of a bold and refolute difpofi- 
tioDj calling to mind the fate of Hermogencs, whom the people had 
tome in pieces upon a like occafion, found means to get the Bifliop 
tjut of the city, to an houfe not far from the fea fide, under pre- 
tence of having fome bufinefs of moment to difcourfe with him about ; 
and having there ihewn him the Emperor's orders, he immediately 
pot him on board a fmall veflel, which lay ready, to convey him to 
Thellalonica. This done, taking Macedonius in his chariot with 
faims furroundcd by a body of Veteran foldiers, he carried him into 
ids Chtudi, as it were in triumph, through a vaft number of peo- 
ple, who were got together to fee this fight, which was unexpefted. 
And as the people being puflied by the foldiers in order to make 

(f) Achaa. Ep. td Solk. (z) Socr. 1. 1. c. u, & c jo. Sozom. 1. j- 

C f • fc 1. 4. €. 1. 
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jl. D, way, couUi not go back» but the foremoft being drove fimnzd by diofic 
J46. that were behindi returned again as it wexeinfhoals upon the cha- 
riot ; the foldicrs> thinking that they were going toaCEiuk their ctp- 
tain as they had Hermogenes» fell to furioufly, fword in hand, upon 
the crowd, who were luiarmed and in diforder, that above three 
thoulund of them were cither mai&cred or ftifled in the dmog, as 
they were endeavouring to get away» which could ooc be done ia 
(ui'li a terrible confulton. 

Uut thi^ was only the prelude to that bloody tragedy which was af- 
terwards atited in Confiantinople, where Macedooius ezerdfed all 
ntanner of cruelties upon all the friends of Paul, and npoo choie 
who» profefling the Nicene Faith» refufed to communicate with him: 
Nay» the excels of his fury was fuch» as the moft cruel perfecators 
of Chr&ftianiry had never thought of. In ihort» after making uie 
of all the moft horrid kinds of punifliment» he was fb very barbarous 
MS to caufc the breails of women of condition to be burnt» by ap- 
plying to them red-hot eggs; others were cut off by degrees» being 
Iqueeicd between two boards. After having thus cruelly treated 
the Hock» in the next place Philip fell to work upmi the ftiepheid, 
whom he hail leut to 'fheilaloQica : For having changed the place 
of his bauilhmeut three or four times» he conduâed him him&lf to 
(Hicufus in Cappadocea» which lies amongft the deierts of Mount 
Taurus» («0 where he kept him lix days in prifbn» without giving him 
any thing to eat ; and at lafl being vexed that hunger had fi> kng 
delayed putting in execution the fentence of death» which he hid 
already palled ^gaiuil that good old man» he became executioner of 
it hindolf» by ftiaugliug him with his own hands. 

Ou the other lide« Acacias of Gdkrea» who» not being willing to 
conform to the Semi-Arians, was become chief of all that openly 
pxofellèd Arianlfm in the groilcft manner» uied his utmoft sldll to 
let tie matters again in the fame ftate that they were in befive the 
CoiuKil of Saxxiica. For this purpofe» (0 after the death of Mui- 
luus Patriarch of jerulklen)» a great defender of the Kicene Faith» 
fciacd that Church» by cauiing it "^to £dl into the hands of the Axiaos. 
He alio drew Uriiuius and Valens into his party» who^ to hide éc 
ttMMue ot* their inconfiancy» or rather apoftacy> ryag t e d every 

(4) AdMB. E^ èà Solic (h) Hitr. ia Ouw. 

where 
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trhcre (c) that the Emperor Cenflans» much agaînft their will, had A. D. 
forced them to do what they had done both at Rome and Milan; 350. 
iuid he {o cunningly managed Conftantiua by his agents that were 
about him, that he exafperaocd him more than ever againft S. Atha» 
naiius, by bringing him under fufpicion of holding a correlpondence 
with Magnentius, as tbo' he had made a ibrt of adbciation for him, 
by procuring the fubfcriptions of above four hundred fiifhops, under 
pretence of being admitted to communion with them. So that that 
Prince^forgetting the many promifes which he had made, md confirmed 
by an oath, never to give ear again to any thing againft him in 
his abfence, refolved to defiroy him as loon as he (hould have 
finifliod the war which he was then about; for the Perfiâns, af<« 
ter having raifed the fiege o£ Nilibis, had withdrawn themfelves, 
in order to go and put a fiop to the (d) MaiTagetes, who had in- 
vaded their territories. 

Upon this, Magnentius, being afraid leaft he fliould be attacloed 
by idl the forces of the Eaft before he was fuiHdently eftabli(hed in 
his new Empire to make any refliftance, fent to defire peace of Q>n^ 
fbintius, by a pompous Embafly, the chief of which (#) were two 
holy Bifliops, Servatius of Tongres, and Maximin of Treves, with 
two Counts of the Empire, Clemens and Valens ; and as in their way 
they pafled by Alexandria, S. Athanafius, who, during his banifli- 
ment» had received fo many civilities from Maximin at Treves, thought 
him&lf obliged to entertain them in the beft manner he could, as 
accordingly he did, by giving them all poflible demonftrations of his 
efteem and gratitude, and of the regard he had for their merit. This 
gave ibme cohMir to the calumny of thofe who inlinuated as if he had 
ooocerted matters with the Usurper's AmbafTadors againft the Em« 
poor's fervioe, to whom the two Bifhops before-mentioned, (appre- 
hgptf'"E the miichiefis of a civil war, and the fpilling of Chriftian 
blood) made Magnentius's propoials, (f) who offered to acknowledge 
him for his fuperitn* in dignity, provided he left him the govern- 
ment cf that part of the Empire of which he had taken poflfeflion ; 
but in die mean time, he fent to follicite Vetranio to join with him 
a^aioft cfae oonunon enemy. 

(«) Achaa. éUU (d) Zonar. Tom. III. (t ) Athto. Apol. td 

Cooftan. (/ ) Zonar. 

Y 2 Con- 
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A. D. Conftantius, who fufpe&ed Magncntms's intendonSy rigfady coii- 

350. eluded, (z) that the only way to fecure himfelf, was to bebefoie- 
hand with the Ufurper in this particular, and get over Vetnnio to 
his fide, that he might not have to deal with two enemies at the 
fame time, whom he might more eafily defeat one after the other. He 
therefore pretended to approve of all that had been done by the 
latter in Llyricum, in conformity to what he himfelf had wrote to 
him when he accepted the Empire ; and he fo artfully înfînuated to 
him, by his Ambafladors, that that was the way to fupporc himfelf 
in his new acquired dignity, promîfing withal to make him h\s col- 
league : (A) That Vetranio, who was far more miftruftful of Mag- 
nentius than Conftantius, declared for the latter ; whereupon the Em- 
peror being fecured from that quarter, and from the Perfians, af- 
iembled together all his forces, (/) amongft whom he would admitt 
none but Chriftians, difmiffing all thofe who refufed to be baptized, 
tho*" he himfelf ftill deferred receiving Baptifm. Afterwards, as he 
had no children, and had a mind to provide a fucceflfor to his Empire 
in fo dangerous a junôure, {k) he conftituted his coufin Gallas, 
Cxfar, to whom he gave his own name Conftantius, and left him in 
his Head at Antioch, to take care of the Eaft in his abfence. After 
jé T\ this was done, he came, by long ftages, and joined Vetranio's army, 
^%i* which was come from Sirminm, the capital of Pannonia, and had 
taken poHeffion of an advantageous poft at Murfa, a city of the 
lame province, near the ftrcight where the Drave empties itfelf into 
tlie Danube. 

(/) When the armies were joined, the two Emperors having mounted 
the fame tribunal to harangue the foldiers, Conftantius fpoke firft, 
as being the oldeft in dignity; and after having bewailed the mis- 
fortunes of his family, and the lamentable death of Conflans, un- 
der whom they had gained fo many glorious viftories, he reprefented 
to them, in fo graceful and lively a manner, the many obligations 
they were under to his father Con ftantiae the Great, of whofe me- 
mory they were extremely fond i and he reminded them, in fuch 
moving terms, of the promifes they had fo often made, always to 
proteft his children, even at the hazard of tlieir lives, that the whole 

(g) Ibid* {h) Zonar. Zofini. 1. 1. (i) Theod. L }• c ^ 

{k) Sgzom. 1. 5. c. 18. (/) Zofim. 
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army, whole chief officers he had before been fccretly tampering with, A. D. 
cried out at once that they would acknowledge no other Emperor 351. 
but him. (m) Vetranio, who was very much furprized at this, find- 
ing that he had not a moment to loofe, and that they were going to 
pull him by force from the tribunal, {n) wifely prevented it by a 
timely fubmiflion ; therefore, throwing himfelf at G>nftantius's feet, 
after having firft flripped himfelf of the Imperial robe, he yielded 
up again to him both his fortune and his power, upon which, the 
better to gain the affeâion of the army, by a fpecious appearance of 
clemency to an old man, of whom he was fufficiently fecure, upon ac- 
count of his great age and near approach to death, Conftantius rofe 
up and gave him his hand ; and after having made him fup with 
him, he promifed to give him where withal to pafs the reft of his 
days in honourable eafe, as accordingly he did at Prufa in Bithynia, 
where fo great a revenue was allowed for his maintenance, as 
enabled him to live after a princely manner. 

Conftantius, very well pleafed at fo fuccefsful a b^inning, having 
left the army under the command of his lieutenants to refrefh them- 
felves in good winter quarters, went to pafs the winter at Sirmium, 
a large and beautiful city, not far from the Save, of which Photi- 
nus was Bifhop. He had been fcholar to Marcellus of Ancyra, who 
valued him mightily upon account of his extraordinary endowments. 
(fi) To fay the truth, he had a great deal of wit and learning; 
was eloquent , and wrote very elegantly both in Greek and Latin ; 
by which means having acquired abundance of reputation, he was 
promoted to the Bifhoprick of Sirmium with uncommon applaufe, by 
all the city : But as he was for diving farther than is allowable into 
the myfteries of Chriftianity, and examining it upon philofophical 
principles, he foon run into the error of Sabellius, who denyed the 
Trinity, and that of Paulus Samoiatenus, who alledged that JESUS 
CHRIST was a mere man, and that the Word (or xS>^) had 
not taken the humane nature upon him; fo that from thefe two 
errors he compofed a new herefy, which is the iame that Fauftus 
Socinus of Sienna has revived in our days. 

Photinus, when he was firft made a Bifhop, appeared to be a Ca- 
tholick for fome time ; but when he thought himfelf fufficiently fettled 

(10) Butrop. 1. 100. (n) Zonur. (0) Vincent. Lyr. cone. 

Uxref. c. U. Bpiph. HxreC 51. 
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A. D. to beconie the head of a party^ he openly pnbUflied bis blalphemons 

351* tenersi and was not ivithout followers, which made a great ûoife 
every where. Whereupon the Arian Biftiops^ that they might have 
the credit o£ condemning this herefy, and make the world believe 
that they were zealous defenders of the honour of JESUS CHRISTi 
perfuaded Conftantius to call a Council^ in which t&e doarine of 
Photinus might be examined. This was dunr famous council of Sir* 
mium confiftingof Arians^ (f) who therein compo&d a fevellliveoii^ 
feffion of Faith» which contained twenty-feven Anathemas agûûft the 
Photinian herefy ; (q) and in which dhey 'feem to come neamft the 
Nicene creed, and to be very far from Arianiiin, excepting that tfaey 
therein all along omitt the term Confutflamialj and do not idbtThat 
the M^rd was not made. Afterwards they depofed Photinus from hisBi- 
fhopricky ofifering nei^erthelefs to reiftore him, if he woukl abjoie 
his herefy : But fo far from doing it he gave a challenge to the 
ableft amongfl them, which was accepted by Bafil of Am^ra > the 
fame who fome time after became chief of the Semi^Arians, and 
who at that time, to his great credit, got the better in the difpocr, 
having confidunded his adverfary, who boafted that he could pmve 
his doârine by an hundred plain pafTages of Scripture. 

(r) In the mean time, the Ufurper Magnentius> who had (eeured 
Rome, and made himfelf mailer of all Italy and Africa, was fi> Ii^ 
tie furprized at Vetranio^s army joining with that of ConftaarinSi 
whofe weakncfs he knew, that he refolved to be beforehand with thm, 
and come and attack them as far as Sirmium. For this punrpoit) 
having AtA creatod his brotiier Decentius Cacfar, and fent htm into 
Gaul to fecure a retreat, he camé down into lilyricum, where eveiy 
thing gave way to him. From thence having pafled over inco ait 
fécond Pannonia, between the Rivers Drave and Save, where Gen- 
ftantius's army lay, he had at Hrft (bme advantage ov^er them, ha^ag 
drawn a party of it into an ambufcade, where they were édlwùoi» 
Conftantius, being either furpriaed at that firfl flroke, or having a 
mind to amufe the enemy and prolong the war, fent to him Ffiifipf 
that violent Arian, who had lately committed the horrible nrnAcK 
at ConfUntinople, in reftoring Macedonius, but who, however,, was 
a good foldier. What he propofed was favourably accepted by die 

(p) Athfto. lib. dc Synod. Hilar, lib. dt Synod. See TilUm^wt^ Tom» VI. P.H 
p. 190. 6^ P. III. Noce 41. (q) Socr. 1. 1. 9. «5. (r) Zofim. 

whole 



B OOK UL The Hiftory of Akiaixisu. 163 

whole army, who thought it very advantageous to Magncntius, to A. D. 
whomi upon condition he furrcndred Italy, it left all the reft of the 35i- 
Weftcm Empire. But tho' at firft he fcemed to accept this offer, 
and to yield to the inclination of his foldiers, he that night gained 
over to him all the officers, whom he fumptuoufly entertained at fup- 
perj io that the next day, when he harangued the army, and ob- 
ierved to them that they had not made him Emperor, but to extir- 
pate from the eaith thofe two brothers who tyrannized over them; 
and that the moft valiant being already difpatched, the other who 
durft not fo much as (hew himfelf, was above half overcome already ; 
they all cried out that he fliould continue the war, and that they 
would either die or make him fole matter of the Empire. 

Mflgnen:ius, willing to take advantage of the zeal of his fol- 
diers, lent Titian, a fenator of Rome, into the camp of Gmftantius 
with the moft bold and impudent anfwer, that could be given, to 
what had been propofed to him by Philip, whom he neverthelefs 
kept with him as an hoflage. That Prince, who was not willing to 
hazard a battle in a mountainous country, very incovenient for his 
horfe, and in thofe ftreights where he had been worfted, was en- 
camped between Sirmium and his enemy, at a place called (/) Cibalis, 
a very ftrcmg town, (ituated upon a mountain, which he had joined 
to his camp by ftrong entrenchments, and by deep ditches on the 
fide, which was not furrounded by the river» where he had a bridge 
of boats, which he could break and (et together i^ain at pleafure ; 
lb that it was not poflSble either to force or ftarve him out. It was 
in this place, whilft he was treating his principal officers at the Im- 
perial tent in the midft of the camp, which feemed like one of the 
fineft cities in the world, that Titian, after having upbraided him 
with his bad government, toM him from Magnentius, that, fb fiir 
fimn yidding him any thing, he oidered him to give up the Empire 
fmmedîately ; and that he did a great deal in granting him, as he 
then did» îecurity for his life. To this Conflantins replyed, without 
any eneem. That he hoped God would revenge the horrid parricide 
which he had been guilty of in the perfon of Conftans ; and in order 
thereunto, he would attack him with thofe brave men that were with 
him>aDd were fully refolved never toleave him in fo juft an undertaking : 

(0 In iîfêSilémman lawgnagt Siabou. 
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A, D. After he had faid this, he fent him back to carry his anfwer to the 
35^- Ufurper ; but however kept ftill clofe within his camp. 

Magncntius, who was apprehenfive leaft in time they fliould cor- 
rupt his foldiers, as well as thofe of Vetranio, tried all means to 
draw the Emperor out of his camp, that this weighty af&ir might be 
fpeedily decided by a battle. He therefore vigoroufly attacked (/) 
Sifcia upon the Save, and took it by ftorm; he pillaged all the coun- 
try round Cibalis ; made himfelf mafter of moft of the places both 
above and below the river ; and after feveral skirmilhes, in which the 
viâory fell fometimes on one (ide and fometimes on the other, he had 
the confidence even to attack Sirmium : But finding it floutly de- 
fended , and that he could not continue long between fo great 
a city and the enemies camp, he fuddenly turned towards the 
left, palled the Drave, and went to befiege Murfa ; the conquefl of 
which would have made him mafter of the higher Pannonia, and all 
the country from the Danube to the Alpes. Then Confiantius, who 
on one (ide was delirous to prevent the taking of that place, and on 
the other perceived that he (hould be freed from the mountains, in 
an open country, where he might fpread his troops, and engage 
all his horfe, went diredly to Magnentius, who came to meet him 
without delay, and then they were forced to come to a general engage- 
ment, («) which happened on the twenty-eighth of September, in the 
plains of Murfa, within light of the city. 

There were in Conftantius's army (*) fourfcore thoufand men, 
the greatcft part of whom had loft a great deal of their former re- 
putation and courage, having been often worfted in the war with the 
Perfians. Magnentius had no more than thirty-fix thoufand, but 
they were the beft troops of the Empir-e, which had been long viâo- 
rious both in Gaul and Germany. It is faid, that whilft the two 
armies were in fight of each other, and the timorous were already 
giving way, that (x) Conftantius, having either confidered that even 
the viâory itfelf would not but be of ill confequence to him, fioce 
it muft needs be attended with a great deal of blood, or rather be- 
ing afraid, for he was never thought to be very courageous, had 
ftill a mind to treat of peace ,- and that not being praâicable, he 

(0 In theSclavonlan Kouvaez» in the freight were the river Coiapis (mow Onivîne) 
runs into the Save» (u) Idat. in Fafl. (*) Zoa^r. (x) Zofim. 
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retired into a ■ei^bouring Church (j') with ValensBiftiop of Murik, A.D. 
who was an Arian, to wait the iflue of the battle. This raifed the 3 51. 
courage of Magnentius, who fought very bravely at the head of his 
army» and bad at firft fome advantage over that of G)nftantius ; 
but the valour and experience of the commanders, fuftained it fo 
well, and revived the courage of the foldiers, that none ever fought 
more valiantly, or rather more furioufly, than upon this occafion, 
when even the darknefs of the night could not part thoie that were 
engaged, who were killed on both fides without feeing one another, 
being refolvcd not to retreat a ftep, till at length the leflcr num- 
ber being over-powered by the greater, quitted to Confiantius's army 
a vîâory, which began the ruin of the Empire. 

Indeed as all that fought were Romans, there was a great flai^h- 
ter on both fides, and as the braveft, efpecially of the great Offi* 
cers, were almoft all killed therein, the forces of that great Empire 
were fo much weakned by this terrible blood*j[hed, that they, could 
not recover again, time enough, to oppofe the Barbarians, who 
made frequent inroads into the Empire, and at laft tore it to pieces. 
There remained dead on the fpot, on Magnentius's fide, twenty- 
four thoufiind men, who made their enemies pay very dear for their 
lives, having killed thirty thoufand of the army of G>nftantius, who, 
during the flaughter, was difcourfing with his Arians in the Church 
befoiT-mentioned, (x,) where Valens of Muria, by a notable deceit, 
obtained more power over him than ever. 

He had ordered a perfbn, whom he could depend upon, to come 
and give him the firft notice of the fuccefs of the battle, without 
being perceived by any body ; which being dexteroufly performed, 
by the help of the night, and the melTenger immediately retiring, 
withoat difoovery, Valens came, as from prayer, and told the Emperor 
that he brought him the joyful news of his army^s having gotten the 
viâory, for which he returned thanks to God. That Prince, furpri^ed 
to hear him ipeak fb pofitively of a thing which he could not be in- 
formed of but by the affiftance of fome other perfon, asked him where 
was the author of that report, and ordered him to bring him in. 
Then Valens, with his eyes caft down, and pretending, by a feigned 
modefty, es if be was unwilling to declare it, tokl him that he had 
been informed of this by other affiftance than that of men, even 

O) Sever. Hift. 1.2. (0 Ibid. 
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A. />• from God him&lf, who had given him this viâory as a xcwaxd &r 
351* his zeal for the true Religion, from whom, he aflbred him, that die 
enemies army was entirely routed- Upon which, the Emperor, iAi> 
foon after received the confirmation of this joyful news, by diofe 
who came from the viâorious army, conceived fo great an opinioa 
of the fanâity of this hypocrite, that he for ever after gave ear lo 
him as an oracle, declaring to every body that it was through the 
merits of Valens, and not by the power of his arms» that be had 
vanquiftied the Ufiirper. 

Without doubt, this was a great weakneis in Confbmtio^ who, 
io other refpeâs, did not want good fenfe, to fufier himfelf to be ib 
eafily impofed upon by fo palpable a cheat : But it muft be confe&d> 
that this is an error, which it is much more eafy to ridicule in ano- 
ther, than to avoid when it happens to be our own cafe : For it 
has been obferved in all ages that are paft, t^ various examples, 
and will, no doubt, be feen by as many hereafter, that of all fons 
of deceivers there is none whom we are leis guarded againft than 
cheats and impoftors in devotion. 

(*) The next day, when the Emperor beheld the field of battle 
covered all over with dead bodies, he could not refrain from tears; 
but he comforted himfelf with the hopes of being mafter of the 
world in a very little time : For being more skilled in the an of 
making advantage of than gaining a viâx>ry, he fentthe beftof his 
troops in purfuit of Magnentius, who having efcaped by means of 
the darknefs, retired into Italy, and afterwards into Gaul, to try 
to repair his lofs with the forces of his brother Deoeatiiis. But 
finding that Conflantius's lieutenants purfued him very dofiJy, and 
that every body forfaking him, went and furxendred te tfar ocMique- 
rorsi and that his very guards watched an opportunity to iecurc 
his peribn, he was fo apprehenfive of jEdling alive into the hands 
of Conftantius, whom he had fo grievoufly oflfended^ that he run 
himfelf through the body at Lyons, whither he had efcaped after 
jt. D» his lafl defeat ; and Decentius, having heard this melancholy news at 
353. Sens, where he was raifing forces to come to fuooour his brother, 
hanged himfelf in deQ>air. Thus the whole Roman Empire, unified 
into one government^ was brought under the power of Coofltfttios^ 

(♦) Zonar, 
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O W &ta) foever the viâory, lately gained by 
Conftantnà, was to the En^re, by.^ lofs 
of thofe forces, which Wtre the prindpalfup* 
port thereof, much more fatal did it prt»^ t4 
Religion, which foon after was grievoudy op- 
preded by the Arians, whom this viâory eiU- 
bliflied in the Weft. That herefy, duringtbe 
reign of Conftans, durA itever af^eat beyond 
ibit fimhs c£ ConftiDtius's dominioAs ; "^^y^ even in tlK Ea^,- it had 
not fiill liberty to exercife its iiiry, bang reftrained both by the 
powef and valMf ofi Conftao^ who, having fo openly declared him- 
&lf the FïMefiiir (^ the Faith, eftabliflted by the Cwioâls of Nice 
«ad Sudica, was liln an infumiountable bank, which ibpped their 
Z % iiiriout 
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A. D. furious torrent from fpreadiog any farther : Bnt^ as when a bank 
2 53* is once broke through^ the water fuddenly pours in with fb much 
the greater impetuofity and fury for having been longer forced 
back ; fo the Arian impiety, having nothing to ftop it, and being 
fupported by the fovereign power of G>nftandus5 extended imme- 
diately from Eaft to Weft, and cauied more terrible diforders in 
both parts of the Empire than had before been committed, in the 
height of its fury. For, before the death of Conftantine the Great, 
it durft never appear even in Arius and Eufebius themfelves, but 
under the form of the true Religion, and by pretending at icaft to 
fign the Nicene Creed^^r After tha€ gropt Prince's death it appeared 
but by halves, being content with fupprefling the term Coii/ii&^amfaf; 
and the Arian s hitherto declared, in their Councils, that they, by no 
means, held the doftrine of Arius ; againft which they made no dif- 
ficulty of pronouncing many Anathema's. But after the defeat of 
Magnentius, Arianifm, being fupported by the power an authority 
of an Emperor, who had now nothing more to fear, boldly threw off 
the mask, and appearing openly, and without diiguife, ftich as it 
was from its beginning, obliged every one, like a conqueror, to re- 
ceive its doûrine. We (hall, in the next place, (hew the caufes, 
effeds, and progrefs of this great evil. 

Conftantius^s enemies being now all removed out of the way, and 
all the Provinces voluntarily fubmitting to his authority, he began to 
think that his fuccefs was owing to his having embraced the Arian 
Faith, which he called the true Belief of the Church. The truth i% 
that ever fince his viâory he ufually faid that God had openly declared 
for the Faith and Doârine of the Arians ; for though he maintained 
it, as he then did, God- had neverthelefs continually (howered down 
his bleflings upon him, and had given him the Empire of the world. 
This, fometime after, induced Lucifer of Cagliari, one of the moft 
famous^ men of his time, who had an extraordinary ftrength of 
genius, to write againft him his book of apoftate Kings, wherein he 
ihews him the vanity and weaknefs of his falfe way of reafoning, 
by the example of impious and wicked Kings, whom God hath of- 
ten borne with, and even placed in a ftate of happineis here, accor* 
ding to the notion of the world, in order to puniih them the more 
jfeverely^ by means of their miftaken pxofperity. And as Q>DfiaD^ 
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tius had neither greatnefs of foul nor ftrength of mind fufficîent to A. D. 
bear his good fortune, and refift the agreeable poifon of flattery, 353. 
which he fucked in with pleafure, (a) he was fo lifted up with pride, 
and fo tranfported with vanity, that he not only permitted the Arians 
to (Ù) gire him the glorious title of Eternal, which he difputed giv- 
ing to the Son of God, but aflumed it alfo himfelf in his letters 
and other publick writings : So that exalting himfelf above every 
thing, he kept meafures no longer with any one ; and even in fa- 
crcd matters made his will the only rule to go by. The Arians, 
judging by the difpofition of mind that he was now in, that there 
was nothing which he would not do for them, thought it a fit op- 
portunity to get him to do fomething extraordinary, to eftablilh 
their Seft in the Weft, by condemning S. Athanafius, which the Bi- 
fliop of Rome had lately refufed them. 

This Bifhop was Liberius, who had fucceeded Julius the year be- 
fore. The Arian Bifliops having been ill treated by Julius, who pro- 
teâed S. Athanafius, fent to Liberius to defîre him to receive them 
to Communion with him, and to exclude Athanafius, who had fb 
long difturbed the peace of the Church, and was the fole caufe of 
the divifion between the Eaft and Weft ; charging him likewife with 
many other calnmnies. (c) S. Athanafius, who fbrefaw this ftorm, 
had alfb aifembled a Synod of fixty-five Bifhops of his Patriachate, 
who wrote to Rome in his favour, (d) Liberius having examined the 
matter in a Synod, peremptorily refufed the Arians what they de* 
manded ; but for fear of irritating Conftantius, who, it was not 
doubted, would exert himfelf upon this occafion, they refolved to fend, 
in a fubmiffive manner, to defire that a general Council might be 
called at Aquilea, as he had given them reafon to expeft, in order 
to make a Canonical decifion of all matters, by the common confent 
of the two Churches of the Eaft and Weft. 

The Arians being exafperated by this refufal, ftirred up, more 
than ever, the mind dF Conftantius againft S. Athanafius. They had 
already brought him under fufpicion of holding intelligence with 
Magnendos. To this they added, *' That he bore a mortal hatred 
!* to his Prince ; that he continually fought, by all poifible means, to 

(i») Zofim. L u Amm. Mar. L i{» (b) Athan. lib. de Syood. (0 Epift. 
Ltd Conft. & td HpfiniD. (d) St9 TillmwU (T. VIU. P. I. f . 6^.) fvho 
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A. D. ^^ deftroy him : That it was he who had comipted the mind of Con- 
3 $3* ^^ ftans, and had induced him to write that infolenc letter, in which 
he thrcatned to declare war againft him, if he did not immediate^ 
ly reflore Athanafius to his Bifhoprick : That a more intolenbk 
affront could not be offered to a Prince ; and that for a fubjeâ 
to return after fuch a manner, with threatnings, and fword in 
hand, was trampling upon the fovereign authority : That whilft 
Athananafius reigned in Alexandria, from whence he governed the 
^^ See of Rome at his pleafure, G)nftantius, notwithftanding his hav- 
ing conquered the tyrant Magnentius, could not be £u'd to be 
" mailer of the Weft : That not only the Religion, which he pio- 
feifed, would be counted an herefy and an impiety, but he him- 
felf alfo would be had in abhorrence of his fubjeôs, as one that 
was excommunicated, as well as his Biihops : That thence-for- 
ward his government would never be well fettled, and his fub- 
^^ jtBts would have a fpecious pretence for rebellion upon every oc- 
cafion : That it very much concerned him to firike at the root 
of fo great an evil, by uniting all men in the fame G>mmunioo, aod 
leaving no room for fuch pretences : That there was nothing want- 
^^ ing to that end, but to oblige the Weftem Bifliops to fubfcribe 
to the condemnation of Athanafîus, who was fo often already «« 
communicated by the holy G)uncils of Tyre, Jerufalem, Antiocbi 
Conftantinople, and Sardica : That that being done, and the only 
obftacle to their Prieftly union taken away, all the Weft would 
join in Communion with the Eaft : And that God having united 
both into one Empire, under his command, and having ^ven 
him power and ftrength fufficient to exaâ obedience, he oi^ht to 
^' employ them for the eftablifliing, by his auchority» the true Reli* 
^' gion which God had fo plainly (hewed his approbation of by the 
" late viâory. 

Conftantîus being periuaded by this difcourfe,. and re&lviii^ to 
omitt nothing that might eftablifh his herefy, efpecially by the do- 
ftruâion of S. Athanafius, who was a fcoui^ to it, he afTembled ft 
Aries, where he had pafTed the winter, all the Arian Bifliops due 
were at Court, and fome others of the Weil, whom fear, and a com* 
pliance with their new mafter, had already induced to conununicate 
with them. The condemnation of Athanafius was a matter of no 
j^reat difficulty with that Council ; it paft almdft every voio^ the 
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Arians prevailing over the reft ; and all the Bifhops were ordered not A. D. 
hold Communion with him; and at the fame time, to give the more J5^ 
force to this decree of the Synod by his authority, the Emperor 
publiflied an Edift, {e) by which all the Prelates were commanded 
to fubfcribe to this condemnation, under pain of banifhment. Upon 
this, the deputies of the Biihop of Rome, Vincent of Capua, and 
Marcellus another Bifliop of Campania, coming thither to defire a 
general Council, the condemnation of Athanafius was offered them 
to fign ; and they received no other anfwer. They alledged that it 
was requifite firft to decide the point in queftion, in a free and ge- 
neral Council, where what was nece(Iary to be believed, in refpeâ 
of Faith, ought to be examined : But the Arians, who had no mind 
to come to this examination, which could not be for their advan- 
tage, (f) ftill demanded to have the condemnation of Athanafius 
fubfcribed to, before they proceeded to any other bufinefs, 

(f) The deputies, in hopes to avoid this, by propofing a matter 
which would perplex them, replied, that they were ready to confent 
to this condemnation, provided that, according to the Council of 
Nice, they condemned the doârine of Arius : But after this propo- 
(itioD had been debated, it was peremptorily anfwered, that tliey 
could not condemn Arius ; but that it was abfolutely neceflary to 
condemn Athanafius. {h) At length they preÛèd them fo earneftly, 
both by intreaties and threatnings, proceeding evea to ill language 
mod aboies, that (i) Vincent of Capua, the fame who, at the Coun- 
dis of Sardica and Rome, had openly acknowledged S. Athanafius's 
umoGence, and the purity of his Faith, having acquitted him as judge» 
ba&lj yidded and figned his condemnation, luider pretence of iacri- 
ficiog him to the peace of the Church ; not confidering, or at leaft 
not being willing to confider, that that great man's caufe being inie- 
parable from the Faith, which he defended, to feparate from Com- 
munion with him, in order to conununicate with the Bifliops at Aries, 
wouldj to the great fcandal of many, give room to believe that they 
had embraced their Faith. For which reafon, a great many of the 
Weftezn Bifhops would never fubfcribe. to it, v/z». (k) Paulinus, fuc* 

(#) Sever. Hift. 1. *. Cf) II>><1- fe) Lib. Epift. ad Conft.> 

ap« Lnci£. Cat* (^} Athaa. £p. td Conft*. i(i) Lib* BpifL ad Hofium. . 

(Jt) Sever. l.i« Aâ. Maxim, apud Sur. i8 Nov. 
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A. D. ceflfor to S. Maximin at Treves^ and Ludus Bifhop of Mayencc, who 
353* were punifhed with baniihment, which this laft fmiflied by a glori* 
ous martyrdom, being there ftrangïed by the Arians. 

(0 This was the beginning of that bloody perfecudoD, which the 
whole Church fuffered^ and which was foretold by that miraculoiis 
crofs of liglit that appeared in the Sky over Jeroialem this year, oa 
(nt) Whitfunday, about nine of the clock in the morning, and 
extended from Mount Calvary to the Mount of Olives; as if, 
whilft Conflantius, who reigned on earth, fet up the Arian fhmdard, 
in the war which he declared againft the Son of Gody the fame 
JESUS CHRIST reigning in Heaven, had a mind to difplaythe 
ftandard of the crofs, to encourage hisfoldiers to fight manfully, 
fuffering even martyrdom, in defence of his Divinity, 

Liberius having heard the fad news of his being deferted by his 
deputies, was ready to die with concern. He was at a lofs how to 
remedy an evil, that was fo fcandalous to the Church, and fo dange- 
rous in its confequences ; (n) for almoft all the Bifhops of Italy followed 
his example, not thinking themfelves more obliged to keep their 
ground, than one of fb great reputation, as this deputy. But 
whilft he was in this diftreft, God comforted him by the arrival of 
that famous Bifhop, Lucifer of Cagliari in Sardinia, who feeing the 
importance of the affair, and that the Arians defigned to efbblilh 
their herefy, by condemning S. Athanafius, voluntarily offered him- 
felf to go in his name to Conftantius, and endeavour to ward oflF the 
blow that thrcatned them, by (hewing the neceflity of aflembling 
a general Council upon this occafion, if he really defired the peace 
of the Church as he pretended. Liberius embracing him, accepted 
his offer, and joining with him in his «mbaffy. Paneras and Hf/aiy, 
the one a Prieft and the other a Deacon in the Church of Rome, for 
afTociates, he befought him to make ufe of thofe extraordinary parts, 
and the great zeal that he knew he was mafler of, to perfuade the 
Emperor, to whom he alfb wrote a letter upon that fubjeâ in very 
ftrong, but withal in very refpedful terms. He likewife, by his 
letter, engaged Eufebius of Vercelte, one of the greateft men of 
his time, to join himfelf with him ; that being united together, 
they might make a greater impreflion upon Conftantius. 

(I) Socr. 1. i. c. £4. Soz, 1.4. c. 4. Tillem. Tom. VI. p. 187- (m) 7 Mmji%i* 
im) Lib.Epifi.adEufcb. Ver. 
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They indeed fucceeded as Uberiiis defired, and prevailed ttpon the A.JX 
Emperor to let a general Council be called the year following at 3 J 3* 
Milan, where he was going to pafs the winter, as foon as hefhould 
have concluded a peace with two inconfiderable Kings of the Ger- 
mans, who had made an inroad into Gaul. (0) But Conftantius, who 
feemed to be convinced by the reafons which the deputies offered, 
had quite different intentions ; for they defired a general G>iuici^ 
not doubting but that Arianifm would be condemned, and S. Atha- 
nafius fupported by it, as at that of Sardica : But the Emperor, 
who had before taken his meafures with Valens and Acacius of Car- 
iarea, pretending to grant them a favour, confented to it only 
to obtain his own ends with the greater eafe, which was to have all 
the Bifliops of the Weft in his power at once, and make them, with 
Liberius himfelf, fubfcribeto the condemnation of Athanafius. 

Neverthelefs, before he ftruck fo great a ftroke, which would 
make a terrible noife in the world, he had a mind to get rid of an 
uneafinefs, which he ftill laboured under ; that there might be no 
more obftacles left to oppofe him in the execution of his defigns. 

Callus, whom he created Ca:far when he left the Eaft, had made 
a very ill ufe of his power, committing great diforders by his cru- 
elty, particularly at Antioch, where he had put to death feveral 
perfons of the greateft quality, not only through his own natural 
brutiflmefs, but at the inftigation of Conftantina his wife, who was 
the Emperor's (ifter, and whom (p) an Hiftorian calls the Megera 
of her time. He went fo far as even to murder Domitian, one of 
the chief officers of the Empire, whom Conftantius had juft fent 
to order him to come into Italy. Upon which account it was no 
difficult matter for the Eunuchs of the palace, efpecially Eufebius, 
who was afraid of Gall us, and knew the Emperor's fufpicious tem- 
per, to make him conceive a jealoufy of that Prince, and refolve 
to difpatch him, for fear he (hould invade the Empire. It is not 
certain whether he had any fuch defîgn ; but it is probable that the 
apprehenfion which he had of his Father's fall, and his Coufin's 
cruelty, who fpared not the blood of his neareft kindred, might 
make him come to fuch a refolution, if his being hated in the Eaft, 
and Conftantius's dexterity, (q) who upon fpecious pretences, drew 

(0) Amm. 1. 14. (f) kmm- 1. 14. (q) Amni. Ibii' 
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A. D. ce his army from him, htd not put it out of hit poifer to noderttlce 

^53- any thing» efpecially after the death of G>nftaiitiDa» who died upon 
the road as ihe was going to appeafe her brother. 

Gallus was then under a neceflity of obeying the Emperor, who, 
without mentioning what was paft, continually wrote to him in die 
civileft terms imaginable, to induce him to come to him as fbon is 
poffible, in order, as he pretended, to go fix>m thence into Gaul, to 
defend the Empire againft the Barbarians, who threatned it in that 
quaner. But having caufed him to be feized in the %vay, by feme 
Veteran troops, and by officers, of whom be was very iiectire» and 
who had orders to diveft him immediately of the Imperial robe; 
that wretched Prince was conveyed in an ordinary carriage as far as 
Pola in Iftria, where the Eunuch Eufebius, being fent by the Empe- 
ror to try him, caufed his head to be cut off in the twenty ninth 
year of his age. AH that could be found, who had any fliare in his 
friendfhip, were puniflied either by death or banifliment. There 
was nothing heard of at Court but the punithment of thofe, (r) 
who were accufed of being concerned with Magnentius or Gallus. 
Even his brother Julian, the laft of the race of Conftantine, efcaped 
merely by the favour of the Emprefs Eufebia, who obtained leave for 
him to retire to Athens to apply himfelf there to the ftudy of Phi- 
lofophy ; and Conftantius, furrounded by a company of Eunuchs and 
Flatterers, who continually extolled him for his good fortune and 
conduft in getting rid of Ufurpers, became ftill more cruel and 
proud than ever ; ,fo that it was without much difficulty that be 
refolved to have recourfe to his authority and power, and even ro 
gunilhment, to make himfelf obeyed by the Weftern Biihops, who 
with thofe of the Eaft, were aflfembled at Milan, as Liberius had dcr 
fired. 
A. D, Befides thofe Eaftern Bifhops that were at Conftantius^s Coun, 

355. and fome others, who came from the Eaft to this Council, there 
were prefent (s) there above three hundred Weftern Bifhops, who 
being aflfembled before the deputies of the Bifhop of Rome were 
arrived, agreed, almoft all of them, for the fake of peace and to 
pleafe the Emperor, who abfolutely required it, to fubfcribe to 
the condemnation of Athanafius, who was loaded with innumerible 

(f) Zofim» Aman. 1. 15* (i) Socr* 1. x. c ly. Sozom. 1. 4. cS. 
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crimes; but that pnly upon condition, that they (hould afterwards A. D. 
treat of matters of Faith, (t) in order to condemn thofe alfo who J5y. 
fhould be found not to hold orthodox principles. The Arians, over- 
joyed at (b good a beginning, pretended to accept of the condition 
in order to get Eufebius of Vercellsc to the Council, who would not 
come thither^ becaufehe fufpeâed that they would not be allowed 
CO aâ with freedom. But he was at length prevailed upon to come, 
as well as the deputies of the Bifliop of Rome, Lucifer of Cagliari, 
Paneras and Hillary, who intreated him to ;oin with them in main- 
taining the Caufe of the Church with his ufual refolution ; but in 
the mean time the Emperor and the Arians deceiving the reft of 
the fiiihops, caufed them to iign. Eufebius, being arrived, was 
extremely ilirprized to find, that DionyOus, Bifliop of Milan, whofe 
virtue and fincerity in the Faith, he was not ignorant of, had fuf- 
fered himfelf to be impofed upon as well as the reft, by fo plain 
a deceit ; and obferving him to be very much concerned at what he 
had done, told him thereupon, that he refolved to bring him off 
from this ill ftep by aftratagem, which he thus put in execution. 

When they o&red him, in the Council, the condemnation of 
Athanafius to fign, and prefTed him to follow the example of fo 
great a man as DionyHus in that panicular ; he feemed to make 
no great difficulty of it, provided that regard was had to his ho- 
oour : But that being more advanced in years, and an older Bifliop 
than Dionyfius, who even ufed to call him Father, it would be a 
diigrace to him to fign after that young man (//) whom he looked 
upon as his fon. '^ And do you then (fays he, feeming to fpeak 
very ferioufly) think it juft, that you, who will not allow the 
ibn of God to be ftyled equal to his Father, fliould expeâ me to 
'* allow my fon to be preferred before me ? " Upon which the Arians, 
who woukl rather have fo celebrated a man, as Eufebius, fign than 
an hundred others, erazed Dionyfîus's name fo perfeôly, that 
^re remained not the leaft mark of it, in order to let him fub- 
icribe his name in the fame place. But Eufebius having what he 
«anted, told them plainly, in derifion, that having fo happily dif- 
engaged his fon from that wicked Communication which be had en- 
tered into with them unawares, by fubfcribing, he would take care 

(0 Sever. 1. x. Lucif* pr. Atbaa 1. 2. (n) Apod Amb. Ser.^9. 
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A. D. not CO engage himfelf* That moreover they ought firft of all to 
355* conferr about matters of Faith^ to find out and rejeâ fuch heit- 
ticks as profaned that aflfembly, and that it was in their power to 
make the whole G>uncil of one mind, provided that they fubfcribed 
to the Nicene Creed, which he had with him figned with his oini 
hand. At the fame time that he fpoke this, he laid it upon the 
table to be fubfcribed by the affembly, aiTuring them that he would 
afterwards comply with whatever they defired. He had no foooer 
done, than Dionyfius of Milan took the paper and pen to f^ it ; 
but Valens coming from his place, and falling upon him like one 
that was mad, fnatched the Creed out of his hand and tore it in 
pieces ; crying out with all his might. That they would never be 
guided by the Council of Nice. Upon which a great noife arifing 
on both fides, and the people, who heard that they were about to in- 
jure the Catholick Faith, having alTembled together to oppofe them, 
the Arian Bifliops forfook the Church where the Council was 
held, and would never meet again but in the palace, where there 
was no longer obferved the form of a Council, but every thing 
was carried on by the commands, threatenings> and violence of the 
Emperor. 

(x) Their firft bufinefs was to draw up a Confi^ffion of Faith, 
in form of an Edid, containing all the blafphemies of Arianifin. It 
was publifhed in the Emperor's name in the great Church, where the 
people were aflembled ; but they conceived fuch an abhorrence of it, 
that they rejefted it immediately, with a great cry, protefting that 
they would fooner die than ever receive fuch an abominable impiety. 
However they followed thofe who brought the Ediâ into the palace, 
where Conflantius had fet up his Tribunal : He prefided with arm^ 
in hand, and decided every thing abfolutely by force, without giving 
ear to any other law or reafons than his own will. In (hort, when 
Urfacius and Valens declared the principal articles for which Atba- 
nafius was condemned, and the deputies of Liberiusy with Eufebios 
and Dionyfius, maintained very freely, that they were only fo many 
calumnies , (y) which the accufers themfelves had acknowledged 
publickly, and under their hands, defiring to be foi^iven ; and àat 
they, who had £o folenmly contradiâed what they had ikid^ oï^t 

Cx} Seye^ L t. ( ;) Athair. Ep. td-SoUt. 
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not, afterwards, to be fo much as heard Then the Emperor, com- A. D. 
manding them to be filent, faid in an angry tone: " It is I who 355- 
am Athanafius's accufer; and that is fufficient to perfuade you, 
that what thofe Bifhops tell you from me, and in my name, is the 
very truth : It is my wiU that you fign the condemnation forth- 
** with, and afterwards enter into Communion with my Bifhops/' 
They reprefented to him, that both the Laws of God, and (x.) the 
Canons of the Church, forbad them to condemn a Bilhop who had 
been fo often cleared, and without hearing what he had to fay in his 
juflification : That for their part, they (hould be very cautious of con- 
demning the Nicene Faith under the name of Arhanafius. To which 
he replied, after an imperious and furious manner : " Know, that 
my will Ihall ferve for Canons of the Church ; and that the Bi- 
fhops of Syria fhall allow of my explaining myfelf after this man- 
ner. Either fign immediately, or prepare for banifhment, to which 
I have already condemned thofe who refufed to obey me. 
The good Bifhops aflonifhed, not at his threatnings, but at the - 
impiety of his expreflions, which was what they did not expeâ from 
him, lifting up their eyes to Heaven, told the Emperor: " That it 
was from thence that he received his Sovereign power, not to op- 
prefs the Church but to defend it : That he ought be afraid left 
God (hould take it away if he made an ill ufe of it, by confound- 
ing Ecclefiaflical with Civil rights, and by introducing the deteft- 
able horefy of Arius amongfl Chriflians/* Conflantius, at thefe 
words, loofiri^ all patience, threw himfelf from his feat, and draw- 
ing his Sword, pointed it at them, threatening to run them through ; 
then, without fo much as hearing what they had to fay, he drove 
them from his prefence, and caufed them to be carried into ba- 
mihment : Hillary, one of the three Deputies, met with ftill worfe 
treatment, from the cruelty of Valens and the Eunuchs of the palace ; 
(a) who caufed him to be inhumanly lafhed ; and whilfl this was doing, .. 
they laid by way of infult, " Why wiU you not oppofe- your Bi- 
** fliop Liberius ? Why does he fend you to receive the punifhment 
*^ that; you deferve ? *' To which the good Deacon made no reply, 
but by praifing JESUS CHRIST, for thinking him worthy to 
«adergo that ihame and torment for his glory. 

{x) Acbaiii Ep. ad telit. Hieron. de Script, in Lucif. (4^ Mkiv^ £p. ad Solit. 

After r 



cc 
<c 
cc 

€t 
CC 



tyS TheHiftoryof Akiai^isu. BOOK IV. 

A. D. After this, Conftantius, more incen£ed than ever tgiunft Athanafins, 

3^5- made a new £di& againft him, more bloody than the fermer; fer 
beddes condemning him as an impious perfon^ the Emperor's offi- 
cers were commanded to ieize him, in order to his being pmiiih- 
ed ; to give the Arians potfeffion of all the Churches ; to Ice them 
have liberty to uiic as, they thought fit, all thofe who oootinned to 
communicate with Athanafius, and that the oflkers flioaid gfre 
them the portion of corn that Conftantine the Great had ordextd 
to be diftributed amongft the Clergy and Widows. Moreofer, he 
fent other ediâs and oftcers into the Provinces to oblige the fiilhops 
either to ccafe holding Communion with Athanafius, or to quit their 
Bifliopricks ; with orders to the magiftrates to compel the pécule, by 
all manner of punifliments, to communtcate with the Arians. And 
for fear that tliey (hould not execute thefi» orders with all the cruelty 
and exaânefs that was expeâed, Urfadus and Valens joined with 
them fome of their dependants, to oblerve the officers, and bring 
an account to the Emperor of thofe who aâsed with too much 
lenity upon this occaiion : So that the Emperor's Edift being execaced 
every where with the greateft rigour, there was nocking to be fixo 
butBifliops, who were either forced to profefs Arianifm to (ave their 
dignities and eftates, or driven from their Sees, which were pre- 
fently filled by Ariaus, as it happened to that of Milan, in which 
they foon placed Auxentius a Cappadocean, one of the worft men 
of his time, and the moft obftinate Arian that ever was, (i) wbadid 
not fo much as underftand Latin, and was ignorrnt of almoft every 
thing clfe, except his herefy. Thus Arianifm, which was hanlly 
known in the Weft before the arrival of Conftantius, from thence- 
forward became the moft formidable party. 

(c) Liberius, bke a good pilot, who fits faft at the helm, Peering 
his veflel amidft the moft furious aflaults of wind and weather, fiiU 
continued firm in the government of his Church, notwnhfbmdiiç 
tlie difficulty and danger attending it ; and he wrote an excellent 
letter to his deputies and the Biihops that were in exile, to tcftily 
his joy for their relblnrion and conftancy; to comfort them under 
their glorious fufferings and afflîôions, and to encouragie them to 
continue refolute, as they had hitherto done, in defence of tbecrotfa. 

^b) Athia. £p. ai Solir. (c) Epift. Liber, inter. h€t. BaC Vercd. 
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But he was himfelf forced to enter the field of banle^ upon which A. D. 
they had fo bravely fought. For Valens and the Arians imagining, 355* 
that if they could once gain the Bifhop of Rome, they ihould eadly 
bring the reft over to their party, perfuaded Conftantius to under- 
take it. That Prince refolving either to make him yield, or to ruin 
him, fent Eufebius the Eunuch, with threatning letters to afright, 
and great prefents to bribe him, at the fame time ; and, he being 
very expert, ufed his utmoft endeavours to obtain fuccefs, but all to 
no purpoHb* Neither intreaties, nor threatnings, nor hopes, nor 
fears, nor anger, nor flattery, could ever (hake that Prekte's refo- 
ludon. He always replied, that he would never condemn a man 
who had been acquitted by his Predeceflbr, and in a lawful Coun- 
ÔU till he had heard him ; and that they had firft condemned thofe 
who had fubicribed to the herefy of Arius, in c^pofition to the 
holy Council of Nice : For which reafon, when Euiebius faw that he 
was inflexible, and that he had even thrown the prefents, which he 
offered him, out of S. Peter's Church, having conftantly refufed to 
acxept them : Then giving over his enterprise, and returning to his 
mafter, he fo incenfed him againft the Bifliop, that fome of the prin- 
cipal officers of his army were fent with their troops to Rome, 
and filled the whole city with di£»:der, and forced him away from 
his See to Milan. 

Conftantius, who in the mean time had had leifure to recover 
himièif, received him at flrft very civilly ; and, being either ftruck 
with the majeftick prefence of that Prelate, or thinking that he might 
iboner bring him over to his fentiments, by a feeming lenity, and 
foice of ailments, (d) which he knew very well how to make 
ufe o^ they had a loi^ conference together, in which the Emperor 
exhorted the Bifiiop to exclude Athanafius from Communion with 
him, for fèveral reafons: In the flrft place, for his wicked nefs, which 
(he iaid) was notorious to all the world ; fecondly, becaufe he had 
been the caufe of all their diforders ; and, after having railed a diviflon 
in the Church, had ufed his utmoft endeavours to excite another 
likewife in the Empire, by ietting his brother Conftans againft him,^ 
and perfuading him to war : And laftly, but more efpecially, be- 
caufe he was already condemned by the whole Churdi, aflembled 

(^} Theod* lib. i. cap. i. 
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A. D* together in fo many Councils. To this he added, ** That it would 
355- ^' be much the bed way for him to conform to the opinion of 
the whole world : That it was by no means reafonable, that he 
(hould proteâ an impious and facrilegious wretch, in oppofitioo 
to the reft of mankind, who had renounced, with horror, die 
'^ G)mmunion of Athanafius ; and that he, who, as Bifliop of the 
^' capital city, had moft reafon to procure the peace and hdIihi of 
'^ the whole Church, was the only hindrance, by his obftinacy, in 
*^ forming a party againft it, in conjunâion with the moft wkked 
" man upon earth. 

To this Liber i us ftiU anfwered with a refpcftful freedom. That 
'^ according to the Laws of God and the Church, they could doc 
'^ condemn any man, much lefs a Biihop, who had been fo often 
" acquitted, until hehimfelf had been heard, and his caufe examiDcd 
** in judgment, with all the freedom that became judges : That it 
" was neceflary firft of all to be weU informed of the belief and 
" and faith of thofe who fhould be appointed to give judgment in 
" this cafe : That, for that purpofe, they (hould offer all the Bi- 
" (hops the Nicene Creed to be figned by them : Tliat if thofe 
" who were exafperated againft Athanafius did fign it, he was of 
" opinion, that they (hould all go together to Alexandria, where 
" they might more conveniently meet with all the particulars that 
** were requifite for his tryal : That he would willingly be one of 
" the firft ; and would engage that the Weftem Churches (hould dc- 
" fray the charges of their feveral Bifhops in that journey, with- 
" out their being any expcnce to the Emperor : That he knew 
" very well that there were a great many famous Bifhops of his 
*' opinion ; witnefs thofe which his ma jefty had lately banifhed : 
" But that if all the reft of the world (hould fbrfake him info good 
^' a caufe, he, for his part, would continue as immoveable as thofe 
'^ three admirable young men, who alone perfifted in reiîifing to 
'^ worfhip the golden image which King Nebuchadnezzar had fet 
up. 

After this, the Emperor, being fomewhat oflended at this compa- 
rifon, told him, that he muft, however, make choice of two thii^ 
viz,, either to quit Rome, and go into bani(hment, or fubfcribe to the 
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condemnation of Athanafius. (f) This Prelate fpoke to him in the -4. ©. 
moft powerful and moving terms, conjuring him to ceafe making 355^ 
war againft JESUS CHRIST, who had given him the Empire; 
and protefting to him, that he came prepared to fuffer banifliment, 
and undergo the moft cruel torments, rather than fo bafely to be- 
tray the intereft of Religion ; infomuch that he was admired evea 
by his very enemies, who ailifted at that conference. Three days 
afterwards, which was the time allotted him to fix his refolucion, he 
went chearfuUy into banifliment to Bera?a, a city of Thrace, after 
having bravely refufed a thoufand pieces of gold which the Emperor 
and Emprefs fent him, and much more thofe oftered by Eufebius 
the Eunuch, to whom he replied, with a noblenefs becoming a fiifliop 
of Rome : " After having robbed the Churches of two Empires, dare 
you bring me the fruits of your robbery and facriledge, as to a 
miferable condemned wretch. Go firft and provide for your con- 
icience ; and when you are become a Chriftian, I will coniider 
" how I may treat with you. 

(g) At the fame time, Conftantius, by the incerceffion of Acacius 
j{ Carfarea, put Felix, a Deacon of the Church of Rome, in his place, 
and had him ordained in his palace, by three Arian Bifliops, in the 
prefence of his Eunuchs : But though he made profeffion of the Ni- 
cene Faith, yet becaufe he was, after fo diihonourable a manner, 
thruft into the place of a true Paftor, and communicated freely with 
the Arians, the people of Rome fo abhorred him, that they would 
never come into the Church whilft he was celebrating the Divine 
myfteries. (h) The great Hofius was not more favourably treated 
than Liberius. In truth, the Emperor, who was fomewhat moved 
by what that Prelate had reprefented to him, could not long hold 
out âgainft the irrefiftable force of the arguments of that venerable 
old man, who was almoft an hundred years of tige, and covered 
with the glory of the many brave aâions which he had performed, 
and was one befides for whom Conftantine his father had abundance 
of refpefr. He had then fome remains of (hame, which hindered 
him from proceeding any farther, in abufing fo great a man. He 
therefore fent him back to his Church , with a refdution to leave 

(/) Athan. £p. ad SoL (g) Hieron. de Script. Acac. Ecclef. in Theodor. 

L ft. c. ft. Sototn. L 4* c. fto. Athan. £p. ad Solic* (b) Athan. ibid. 
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«c qmor : But the Amos, vho hid got die «dn afixoditt 
evef btiDy iboD brought hhn over to their will; fi> that htrâ^ ncalkd 
that good old oiao^ and peiceiviog chat thae was wo prevailiqc with 
hinij either by intrcacies at threatnings, he kept htm above ayor 
in irons at Sirmiam, and ordered them to endeaioor id hrii^ dan 
his courage and reioiiition by the moft fliame&il and barl>aiODS traç- 
aient. 

This was the coniequence of Conftanrius's late good fucxefs ; be- 
ing juft delivered from a dangerous Civil war, which he was appie- 
henfive of having upon his hands, by the revolt of a new tynut. 
This was Sylvanus, who had been made Colonel of the Foot, as a 
reoo m pence for the great fervice he did the Emperor at the battle 
ef Murfa, by coming over to him from the army of Magneotius 
with a body of good troops, to which his viâory was in a great 
meafure owing : But having been brought under fuQ>icion, and re- 
called from the army which he commanded at Cologn againft the 
Almains, who were making an irruption into Gaul, he chofe ra- 
ther to try his fortune, and cndMvour to make himfelf mafler of 
ihe Empire, (i) by caufii^ himfelf to be proclaimed Emperor, than 
^0 run the hazard of perifhing (hamefully, by the artifices and ca- 
*)imnies of his enemies atcfturt. Conffaintius was therefore in the 
jtmoft concern at this, knowing the bravery of that officer, and be- 
ing alio as fearful and dejeâed in adveriity, as proud and cruel in 
profperity. He waSy as it were, thunder-^nck at the news, which 
he received in the beginning of the night ; and not knowing what ro 
refolve upcm in his Council, which he had caufed to be aflembled 
that very minute, one of them a4vifed him tx> regain Urficiaus, ano- 
ther i>rave and very faithful OfKcer, who had alfb been biwughc 
under fufpicions by the like calumnies; and therc&re, Sylvanus, 
who knew that he was fènt for from the Eaft for thai! pnrpofe, waa 
V>t mifbuflfiil of him. This Officer having accepted of the com^ 
mifllon to di^tch the tyrant, fèt out immediately, with ten rsib- 
lute men, amongfl whom was Ammianus Marcellinus> who ftiates 
this flory : He came, by long journeys, tp Cologn, where Syhraniis 
received him with joy^^ at a brave man ; and one, who, being dif^ 
a£Seâed» might be of great fervice to hiip in the wv. that he whs gpiog 

to 
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to wage Tvith'Cbnftaniius, in Italy, itfelf : For the foldiers, being ex- A. Z>. 
afperated againft that Prince, for leaving them without ammunition SH- 
and money, and in extreme want of every thing, demanded, with 
'great clamours, to be led immediately to the other fide of the Alpes : 
But Urficinus knew ib weM how to manage and engage, underhand, 
ihe foreigners that were in the army, by promifing them great re- 
wards from the Emperor, that having forced into SylvanusTs palace^ 
Isy break of day, purfued him, and brought bim out of a Chap- 
pel, wrhidicr he had fled for Iheker^ whilft Divine Service was per- 
forming, he cut 'him to pieces ivith his fword, twenty days rfter he 
had taken upon him the Imperial robe. After wbich, Urficrnns, by 
hrs authority and management, cafflly reduced the army to obedience, 
giving them fiepes of having a General in a frttle time, with whom 
' tfiey would be entirely fatisfied. 

Ih truA, tts there was great .danger of Gaul*s being invaded by 
die people ^n the other fide of the Rhine, if there was not ibme 
perfon there, ivho could ibpport the intereft and dignity of the£m- 
jpûre more powerfully (k) than a private General, the Emprefs En- 
fitbia* who was vei^ much in JuUan's intereft, perfuaded the£snpe- 
lar, who befides had no children, and was unwiUing to go any more 
ib far from the ceatca* «of his Empire, to create him Carfar, giving 
him -hi€ only fitter Helena, daughter of Conftaptidcrthe Great, in 
marriage, aad fending him into Gaul ; which he did in the begimiiog 
of December. Julian, being a brave >and wife man, and beloved -by 
the foldicfs, fettled all thiqgs m a little time, and often yanquiflied 
the Barbarians, whom be drove out of Gaul ,- andrknowir^ the Gauls 
to be aMtalous for the true Gitbpltck Faith» be not only pretended to 
be a good Chriftian, though he had alf eady renounced Cbriftianity 
io his heart» but he alfo favoured the Orthodox f^nft the Arians, 
who were very much difpjeafed at it : And to gain by that means 
the afieâions of the people, who hated G>nftaxKius for bis imf^ety, 
lie JiSk&tdy through a cunning ibrt of policy, to treat the Catholick 
Bifliops very £avourdi:»ly, (0 particularly &JH[ila]:y of Poitiers^ Mfho 
. i^peaks «i^ of bim, and vtrho bavtog then but juft «ntrfd . mo Epif* 
copal ondors, b^an from that tifiqe to attack Arianifin^ prefenting 
G>iiftantiu$ with his powerful and eloquent petitions, in behalf of 

(k) Amm. ibid. (/) Hilar, ad Conft. 

Bb 2 the 
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A. D* the Orthodox Chriftians, againft that execrable hereiy ; which wa% 
355* foon after, the chief caufe of his being banifhed : (m) For the 
fuccefs of this attempt againft Sylvanus, and the flatteries of the 
Eunuchs and Couniers,^ who extolled the good fortune, condufi^ 
and power of Q)nftantius to the Skies, made him fo proud and 
brutifli, that he could not bear the fight of any, but thoie 
who came over entirely to his ientiments, and gave up themfelves 
blindly as flaves to his paillons. Then he refolved to carry thiogs 
to the utmoft extremity, in order to procure obedience, or to de- 
{)roy thofe who (hould dare to oppofe his intentions of eftablifhiog 
Arianifm throughout the Empire. 

(if) Being in this mind, he ordered Syrianus, one of his Lieute- 
nants, to fend Athanafius to him, and to put in his place George of 
Cappadocea, one of the wickedeft men upon eanh i whom the Arians, 
after the condemnation of that holy Bifliop, had chofen to fill his Pa- 
triarchal See. That Lieutenant, that he might not miis his blow, pre- 
tended, in compliance with the people of Alexandria, to feod to Con- 
ftantius, as they defired, what they had humbly to lay before him ; and 
promifed them, in the mean time^ not to meddle with their Biflfiop, bnt 
to leave him at quiet till their deputies returned : But he did not keep 
his word ; for having gotten about five thoufand men into the city, 
be came of a fudden and furrounded the church, were the people 
were aflembled, during the night, to prepare themfelves for the ce- 
lebration of the facred myfteries, which were to be performed the 
next day. The diforders which were committed upon thisoccafion 
are inexpreffible : They broke the doors and windows; founded a 
charge, as if they were juft going to give battle to an enemy ; ran 
itirioufly into the church, with their arms in their hands, ftriking 
violently with their fwords the firft they met with, drawing them 
upon thofe whom they had ftruck down with their darts ; trampling 
under foot the Priefls and Deacons ; fliamefully abufing iacred Vir- 
gins, and other women, whom they dragged away and ftripped ; com- 
mitting horrible facrileges, after various manners, upon the altar ; 
and even the holy table, ovenhrowing the one, and breaking the 
other in pieces ; and profaning the facred vefTels, which they took awty 

(m) Amm. Mtr. 1. 15. (n) Athan. Ep« ad Solit. Apol. ad CoofL 

Apgl. de Fag» 
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with them. The cry every where was Athanafius ; fome in order to A. D. 
ieize him, and others with a defign to fave him ; and their being US- 
over eager to take him, having raifed fuch a dreadful tumult, was 
the very caufe of his fafety ,• becaufe, in that terrible confufion, in 
which one could not be diftinguiftied from another, his friends the 
more eafily found means for his cfcape. 

The perfecution at this time was not lefs than that of Gregory 
the Cappadoccan fome years before ; but this was but the beginning 
of another more terrible ftorm, which arofe foon after the pretended 
Bifliop George's arrival ; who entred Alexandria like a fury let loofe ; 
For when he perceived that he was had in abhorrence every where, 
and that the people refufed to communicate with him, there is no 
decree of cruelty which he was not guilty of to all forts of perfons, 
by. himfelf or his agents; efpecially by Heraclitus an Arian, and Se- 
baftian a Manichee, two principal men of the army, who inhumanly 
put all his orders in execution ; making ufe of fire and fword, and 
racks and fcourges, and all forts of puniftiment, to torment thofe 
who continued firm in their refolution not to communicate with this 
ravening wolf, whom they intended to put in the place of their true 
fliepherd. Thofe efpecially amongft the Clergy, Monks, and holy 
Virgins, who exprefl'ed the greateft zeal for the Faith, and afifeâion 
for their Bifhop, were moft barbaroufly treated. Even Secundus, 
Bifliop of Penta polis, one of the firft difciples of Arius, killed fome 
with his own hands ; and feveral died under the ftrokes of the rods 
and palm boughs, the points of which entred fo far into their fiefh, 
that they could never be got out. In fhort, all Egypt was entirely 
laid wafte by the Arians in this cruel perfecution, during which al- 
moft an hundred Bifhops were driven from their fees, baniftied, or 
obliged to fly ; and their places were fupplyed by young men, aban- 
doned to debauchery ; and even by Pagans themfelves, who turned 
Arians to obtain thefe Bifhopricks, which were given, indiflferently, 
to thofe who offered moft money for them. 

In the mean time, S. Athanafius, who had retired into the wilder- 
nds, often changing the place of his retreat, was refolved to go and 
prefent himfelf to Q>Dftantius, to implore his juftice againft thefe a- 
bominable outrages, which he did not believe could be committed by 
his orders* But he was foon undeceived ; for he was informed, that 
the Emperor difdained the complaints of the people of Alexandria : 

That 
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A. D. Tliat l>e exhorred them to mice wkh their fiew PibtrUuch» ftod {(Akm 
355- the Faith and Belief which be cai^ht them : That he nee only difiip- 
proved what had beâi done, but alfo ordered newedîâs to bepubliAied 
againft him, by tvhioh he excited every one M£dl upon iiim, and de- 
clared that he (hould look upon thofe as enemies, who 4kl not do their 
utmoft to take him; that there was nothing to be ieea every whesebot 
foldiers,and young petsple who were in^ueft of him, and iMmtedUm as 
they would a wild beaft ; and that^ -under .pretence of IJearchiiig ior-liiin, 
robbed-bothhoufesandchuTches, aot even fparingthe iepalcbres t)( 
the dead. For which reafon he was forced to change >his<iefign îbbo 
that of going farther into the wildemeâ, and to feek more fecaw 
places of retreat ; Co rhfft hiding himfelf from the tntelty of his mcr- 
ctlefs enemies, *who defired nothing ib much «s his 4eath, he might 
l3e the better able to defend the caefe of the 'Faith, and 'give courage 
to the trve believers =thrft irere left. 

In truth, -even in his folitude he was tirtt a little ibrviceable to the 
Church, by the works which he compofed : For it was there that 
he wrote that excellent Epiftle lo the Solitaries, to inform them of the 
truth of things relating to the conduû of the Arkins, leaft they 
Ihould be deceived by the artifices of thofe hereticks. He there 
compofcd his Apology to ConftantiiTS ; and anothier, by which he/nffi- 
fied his flight, in anftver to the Arians, who repraadied him with 
having bafely forfAw his flock. For they, being in -defpair at his 
having efcaped out of their hands, endeavottped to make liim odious, 
by accufitig him of cowardice. They iiFOUld liheivife kave his flight to 
be a plain pj-oof of the many horribfe crimes which tiiey kidco his 
charge, as if being condemned and confounded b)r his own conicienoe, 
he durft not appear to anfwer them and nuiiutaîn his imiooence in 
judgment ; and in order to remter bis flight the more (hamiefel, tfccy 
malicioufly fpread a report, that being purfued tyythe oficers «f ji- 
ftice, who had difcorered the place of his retreat, heliad efciqpedin 
the night-time, to the honfe of a young woman Kiif ^ x tra u ipfeaiy 
beauty, v/ho had kept hrm concealed ftrirh her all the time that he was 
thought to be in the deferts. (o) 'Some «ndefignedly inve not xaily 
taken this fable for truth, without making any objeâions to k, ar 
meaning any harm, but alio without conikiering that S. Atfaanias 

(a) Sozom. L 5. c.C FalUd. inLauC. 

himièlf 



BOOK IV. TbêHiflovy of Akiavism. 187 

kim&lf afiures us that he fled from Alexandria into the fblitudes of A. D. 
Eg3^t, from whence he even wrote to his friends a longtime after- ?5J. 
wards, (f) It was from thence alfo that he wrote to thofe holy Vir- 
gins whom they had fo harbaroufly fcourged, to comfort them and 
cnconrage them courageoufly to fuffer that glorious martyrdom in 
defence of the Divinity of JESUS CHRIST ; (q) and laftly, 
it was there that! he corapofed that eiellent Apology, in which giving 
us the hiflory of his perfecutions, he diicovers and unravels fevcral 
particulars, which Hiftorians, by not taking fufEcient notice bread- 
tn^ of it exaftly, have either overlooked or confounded. 

(r) In the mean time his periecutors did not let him reft. They 
fisnt in purfuit of him, even into the cells of the Monks of The* 
bats. They iearched the monafteries, and abufed the poor Monks 
to make them difcover what they did not know ; they forced him 
to fly from den to den, and to hide himfelf in a ceftern, where he 
could fcarce fee light ; and yet they could never hinder him from 
holding a correfpondence, by letters, with thofe who were able to 
defend the Faith> particularly with Lucifer of Cagliari, who himfelf 
fent him his works, in which he defended him. For that great man» 
who was baniflx'd into Paleftine, where the Arians made him under-^ 
^ innumerable misfonunes, fo far from yielding, or (hewing the 
leaft fign of weaknef^, exerted himfelf againft them more courager 
oufly .than ever ; and not having now any opportunity of fpeakii^ 
to Cooflandus, he wrote two letters to him in defence of S. Atha* 
aalias, and fbme others, in which he upbraids him with his impiety,, 
m terms» indeed, fomewhat too harfh for a fubjeâ: fpeaking to 
his Prince, how wicked and unjuft foever. However, his zeal join- 
ed with an inflexible difpofîtion, made him fo far forget the refpeâ 
that he owed him, that the Emperor, very much furprized at it, 
haring ordefed him to be queftioned whether he owned thofe ofien- 
five writings, he anfwered boldly. That it was him who wrote them, 
and chat he was very ready to die for fo good a caufe, in which he 
defended that of God himfelf But fince he fo earneftly exprefTed 
a defise of martyxdom, Conftantius chofe rather to let him continue 

(f) Ad Lucif. ad Ser. Theod. I. i. cap. 15. (^) Apol. i. 

(r) Epi0. ad Lucif, ap. fliintt 
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A. D. in exile, {s) where he was ufed very cruelly by the Arians ; as were 
3 S 5- alfo Eufebius of Vercella: at Sy thopolis, by Patrophilus the Bifliop, 
(0 who made him undergo enumerable torments, and Dionyfios of 
Milan and Paulinus of Treves, (u) who at length finifliêd their 
baniihment by a glorious death, before which the Emperor incxtaièd 
the number of thofe illuftrious exiles by that of S. Hilary. For 
Satuminus, Bi{hop of Aries, not being able to gain his point in die 
Synod of Beziers, which he had aifembled, cunningly to introdnoe 
Arianifm into Gaul, he revenged himfeif upon that holy Prelarei 
who had united all the Gallican Church againft him. At length be 
fo inflamed the mind of Conftantius, who was already fo much in- 
cenfed againft S.Hilary, upon account of the petition that he pre- 
fented him againll the Arians, that without any farther delibert- 
tion he banifhed him to Phrygia. 

After thefe fine exploits, Conftantius, who had been all along beaten 
by 'the Perfians, and had overcome Magnentius in a let battle by 
his Lieutenants, and with the lofs of his beft troops, {x) would ne- 
verthelefs triumph at Rome, and receive the applauie of that ini- 
ftrefs of the world whom he had never yet feen. He entered it 
therefore in triumph at the end of April : But in this new fort of 
triumph there was hardly any thing of the magnificence of the An- 
cients. For there was neither fpoils nor pageants, nor reprclcna- 
tions of cities taken, and provinces fubdued, nor captives, oor 
crowns, nor treafures of conquered Princes. There was onJy tbc 
Emperor himfeif furrounded with the Officers and Soldiers of his 
army, who were fomewhat too finely drefled for men of their pro- 
feffion. He appeared in his triumphal chariot, adorned all over with 
gold and precious ftones, (y) where he ftood as immoveable as t 
ftatue, except when he ftooped as he came through the triumpbil 
arches and porticos, in order to feem taller and conceal the Umxb 
of his ftature, tho^ they were much higher than his head. Bat 
that afFeâed gravity, which made him refpeâed by theEaftcm 
people, whofe minds were more adapted to flavery, rendered him 
contemptible to thofe of Rome, whp ftill retained a great deal of 
their liberty. He would, neverthelefs, according to the cuftoms of 

(i) Hieron. in Luc. (#) Marc. Taur. ap. Ambr. Ser. ^9. (*«) Amb* 

Epift. 8i. ad Vercel. {%) Kmm. 1. 6. ( j) Platin. in Liber. 
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his predecedbrs, harangue the people froni his tribunal feat in the A. D. 
chief pkce of the city, and the fenate alfo in the Capital ; as he H 5- 
hiniielf likewi£b favourably received thofe fpeeches that were made 
to him by the feveral Bodies. But none was finer, nor furprized 
him more, than that which was made to him by the (z) Roman 
Ladies in behalf of their Biihop Liberius. They had defired their 
husbands, who were fome of the greateft men of Rome, to ask the 
Emperor, at fo favourable an opportunity, to let their Biftiop re- 
turn, he having been baniihed into Thrace ; and as they eameftly 
defired it, they, to make them do it wich the more zeal, protefted, 
diac if they did not obtain that favour for them, they would fbriake 
every thing to follow their Paftor even to the place of his baniih- 
ment. The men on the other fide fearing to incurr the Emperor's 
difpleafure, who was not ufed to fpare thofe that thwarted his de- 
Ggns, perfuaded them that it was much better for themfelves to 
ask that favour of him, becaufe it was moft probable that he would 
grant it to Ladies of their quality, whom, no doubt, he wouild re-: 
fpeâ, and whofe efteem he would be glad to obtain, in order to - 
have their commendations. That if he did refufe them what they 
asked, they £aid they were fure, however, that they would do it 
after a civil manner, and that they need not be apprehenfive of ill 
treatment. 

The Ladies therefore refolved upon this ,- and being fumptuoufly 
adorned, they went in a body to the palace, where the JEmpexort 
very well fatisfied with that new fon of honour which he thought 
they came to pay him, received them with all polfible civility ; and 
enc of the moft txf^rt amongft them, letting £aU a few teaiSi» veiy 
-gnoefullv told hhn, ^* That, amidft the publick joy and incoooeivr 
*' able utisfeâioii that was then in Rome» upon the i%ht of die 
*' fim of Conffamtine the Great ; and feeing him viâoriousand man 
^ fter of die world, as well as his Father, they were «inder die 
*" greateft ooncem, that they could not refrain from tears, which 
^ plttBiy appeared to proceed from grief rather, than joy ; Bi^: 
^ diac die misfortune» which they fufietcd, coaU not be eiempi; 
^ fit» Ibrrow; and that their forrow as well as their misfortune being 
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4*D. ^^ in the gmsteft degive, coold not be éxpfefled without tetrs: 
J55- ** That they ftould have even come m mourning, if that had been 
** allowable^ during the time of this triumph : But that finoe that 
** happy time had made them quit it, they hoped hisgoodneft wouU 
^^ abb remove the caufe which they had foor it : That m rtalitj 
'^ they had loft their Father m lofing their Paft<n-, who "bad been 
*^ iha^ed away frotn them by being fo unfortunate 18 to dilpfeaie 
him : That of all the loffes which they were liable to, there was 
none of which they were more fenfible than this, becauie it ex- 
tended even to the foul, which was thereby not only abanduoed 
^^ ^to the inexprefflble grief which they felt, but alfo to the xage of 
^' -thofe wolves who had entered into the fold in the abience of the 
fhepherd : That they then humbty entreated his majefty to ha\'e 
compaffion on their mifery, fince he alone could comfort them, 
by xeftoring to them their Father and their Bifiiop.^ Upon which 
they all at once cried out, in a lamentable tone, that they required 
of him their Father and their Bilhop. 

The Em^ror, whb had heard their difcourfe very quietly in- 
tberto, haftily tifting hold of thete laft words, replied to them coor- 
teoufly, that he was not fo inhuman as to leaw them without a f$r 
lior, und that he even expefted thanks from them, for having pro- 
cured them one, who poffefled all the good qualities requifite for 
diifahavging his Minifteriâl olKce with advantage. ' But thofe ifluftrioos 
tfldiei Who were inf|>ired^ith eloVj'uence by their piety and 2eal fox 
R^igioa, gave him fo plainly to underftand, that they would die 
^Mkct thtm cokintaûnicate with him, who had btén put in the place 
<(f -choir tawftil BaftiMP, and that the pfeople of'ltdi^e tvocttd cadfc 
tfatîri|raUickMei«ifêbf Rdi^fen-; that be' j>romIftdiflieiii «t leij^ 
lb îelkDiti!$JibMrfu#? And 4b;^MiciiK that'ac- 

caw&ffy lia^dMhMd it to tiiéj^eii^ in irhb^afciis.' ' 

Thty«1«c]%- there -èn^ertàiried by him with puBKdk (hews, ipoA^ 
aombata^ and horfe^raees ; and rile fpeftators fvere divided htea 
two parties, diftin|ui(Ked by different colours,* In fav^our bf tl^ 
éoMbacanesté^'whdfe'Rde Aéy %^^ Kow^'t'o iiicreafe iUt jpj 

ftàalAï Aey Mprèflëd'upon thtrocbafion. He there cauftd his tetters 
patents to be read, which (ignified hi$ pleidurç (h^t Liberius fliould 
retirn to Rome^ and there cp^ofe his Epifcopal Funâion, in con- 

- junaioQ 



>uiiâion with, Ftliw, who had been put in bîa place- (a) The peor \A.D. 
pie ac thefe times ufed to take a liberty of jefting mcn'ûy upon Siftf* 
«veiy bcKiy' ; fometimes. not eren (jparing the Emperèr Jûtifel^, 
wfa9, to maJtc him&K popolar> expreffed almodanos. of pleafiireat 
k. As {ton therelon asl they bad. onado an end of maâià^tkéik 
kcteia^ there arofe a Doife, together with a great laughter through- 
#iit the aflemUy. After which, they began to cry out» on all (ides^ 
That the expedient was uncommon» and that each party of the fp^ 
àtÊHon «m aife to hare a BMsopy accoidii^ to the colour t>y whiipk 
itfiey wfin^e difUdguifhed. Then fiuddenly aifimung a more fariow. iaii; 
tbey fiU oriedoiurt witb one voice, as if by conacre, O NE GO Di 
ONE CHRXSX AN£> ONE BISHOP^ Then Conftamxa^» 
who would (i^) by no moans oâèod the Romans as that jnuaure» pro*' 
rniied them that Liberius fliould return and be Kfliop^ alone» upr* 
oo oondîtton^ Beverthele&» as he explained ic, chat they would agieo 
CQ ^olnnunicibte with hia Biflv^ ; to which, he hoped ta nuddc 
t}iet« . aiMH(è9C &t length, (ç}. And to (hew hk real ibc Rcfi^on» he 
cÂufç4 ijhe altar and idol of Viâory» the kft remains of Idela^yj 
i|rfai^ flood in the entrance of the Capitol» to be take A awayi Mag-r 
iintHis havifig fee it up ^in» to pleidot ibftie PagaaSenatofSjir 9iWi 
the Ex^perqr Conftantine had ordered it to b€ thrown down. : . 

AB4-hÇ v^^ ^o pleafed with his abode- at Rome» and the; beauty 
of the plfce» (d) whole fame» tho' very, great» came far Ihort of what 
it really wys» that he wâs refoived to fettle these for ûmic time, 
and enjoy at leifure fb deUcious a glace. Cfut the fad neiffs thi|t ffss 
farpngbt him of the barbarians having made an ixrupdon in^^Pan*. 
n/mm and the higher Moefia^^ interrupted it» and ol^liged bjqi tfi ha« 
^en- his f?cum» ÎQ oider to fuccour tt^olofrovinces; fo tb^ t^^ftjl 
ékys after ikis comii^ into iLome he left ^t to return tq ^linii^ 
wBere he waged a more cniel war ag^nft Iteligion tfaaahe ^f^V^ 
ed to. wag^ ^inft . the Sarmatx. It will ^ow be necefliiry t^ un^el 
ÛIC intrigws |hf(t were formed, and the violejgti; ipei^ure^ that 
wen i)£ed».to ipakeAr^niim triumph in the Wefti thoi)^ imd^e. 
epd. it gidned nodung» but. the conitt£u>n which a^tepded th^ jii^ajr. 
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A. D. very of its anifices, and the abhorrence of all the world fer its 

3^5- perfecutions. 

. Wlulft Conftantins was at Sirmium, and uras giving orders about 
his warlike preparations for driving the Barbarians to the odier fide 
of the Danube^ the greateft part of the BKhops, that bad fcdlowed 
him from Rome, having returned to their Bilhopricks, there re- 
mained but a fmall number with him, the chief of whom were 
Urfacius, Valens, and Germinius, who had been lately tranflaced from 
Cyzicus to Sirmium. Theie, who were, what we may call groftr 
Axians, were not fatisfied with the laft Pjt)fefficm of Faith char bad 
been drawn Up fix years before at the Cooncil of Sirmium againft 
Photinus, becaufe, excepting the word ConfuhfiamiéU^ whidi they 
would not fuffer to be in it, it very much reflembled the Catholidc 
doârine, and that of Arius was much condemned in the principal 
points of it They therefore thought that they ought to embnce 
the opportunity which offered for efUbliihing their tenents ; and ha- 
ving afliembled by their own private authority, without any other 
form of a G>uncil, they drew up in Latin another Profeffion of Faidi, 
which made the eighth iince the beginning of Arianifin, and if 
ufually called the iecond of Sirmium. In this the two terms (e) 
CùnfutftoHiial^ and (/) iih in Sntflance, being rejeâed, under pre- 
tence that they are not in the Scripture, they acknowledged the 
Father^ to be (g) greater than the Am, in dignity» honour, gtory, 
and majefty, and that the Son was fubjeâ: to him. (h) They feoiid 
no difficulty in getting this approved by Conftantius, over whom 
they had gamed an abfolute afcendant, in the Abfence of the reft of 
the ffifliops, who were not fuch rigid Arians. They even put him 
upon having it figned by Hofius, whom he had kept ayearmprifôn, 
^*^* infitiuaring, that the ill ufage which he had (i) received^ oi^t by 

^^'^* this time to have fhaken his refolution. • 

They bxwight before the Emperor every day that venerable old 
man, who was above an hundred years of age, loaden with &ons, 
iprafted with pinii^ and forrow^ overwhelmed with mifery, and be- 
fides very nmch decayed both m body and mind by the haxtUhips of t 

CO ly^^iWk if) iiMiirtùr. Cf> Sacr. La» cts» 

(») Albaa. dc Synod* (0 Socrit» L 2. c. aff, 
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long and grievous Imprifoment ; ana as foon as ever be refufed to A. D. 
fign that form of Faith, calling to mind the many glorious combats in 357. 
which he had been engaged, in defence of the Divinity of JESUS 
CHRISTi they fcourged him inhumanly; (il) and, afterwards 
disjointed all his bones upon a rack : So that at lengthy that pooi^ 
man, unable to hold out any longer, being overcome as well by his 
great age, and the weaknefs of bis mind, as by the esçcefs of his 
torments, (/) promifcd to do whatever they defired, [Provided he 
was not obliged to condemn S. Athànafîus, Which plainly {hews, that 
he had not the ufe of his reafon, becaufe it is a much lefs crime to 
condemn a man upon a &lfe accufation, than to fubicribis to a ma- 
oifeft impiety : Befides, it is very evident, that he could not fubfcribe 
to that herefy without condemning him who was the mod noted 
enemy to it. And this is the reafon why the Arians, who had ob- 
tained what they wanted of him, were fatisfied with his figning 
that form of Faith, (m) which S. Hilary calls the blafphemy of Ho- 
fius and Potamius, a Spàniih Bifhdp, who (igned with him. (n) Thus 
this unhappy old maa was induced to fign, in order to get out of their 
hands, "niéy even got from him, either by force or cunning, a wri- 
ting, under his hand, in which he acknowledged, That the Son was 
not oîjiki Sutfiance with his Father ; (0) which, indeed, was not ex- 
prefly tonuined in that Confeffion, that was fufficiently fiill of blaf- 
phemies. In (hort, he figned whatever they required ; àqd then ttiey^ 
left him at liberty to go to his Biflioprick ; where, about two years 
after, finding himfelf upon his death-bed, and being ftruck with the 
feâr of Gad's vengeance, and delivered £rom the dread of the tor- 
ments and cruelty of Conftatltius,' (p) he protefted ag^inft thé vio- 
lenoe that was ufed to him at Sirmium, condemning the Arians ovcr- 
again, and forbidding all that belonged to him ever to maintain fuch ah 
abonninable herefy. So that the Arians did not obtain any extraor- 
dinary advantage by the viâory which they pretended to gain over 
a man, whom their exceeding great cruelty, joined with the great- 
nefs df his age, aàd the weakjpefs of his tniqd, put out of a capa- 
ôty Qif defending himfelf. 

They were neverthelefs very well fatisfied with their viâory ; arid 
CO make it more complete, they undertook the conqueft of Liberius, 

(t) Sa^. 1.4. c. z^. (/) Athin. td Solit. (m) Lib. de Syn. 

(0) Achao. Ap. Scoind. (#) Epiph« Her. 75* (f) Athan. £p. ad Solic 

which 
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As D. which was what Confiantius had mod at heart at that time, in ordet 
3 J 7. to rid himfelf^ with honour, of the pci-plcxity he was then in : For 
he had promifed the p^ple of Rome, in a full afllcmbly, to. fend 
hfm back to his C^ui;ch ; and on the other fide, l^e was eng^gtd to 
his Biftiops never to feftprelum, until he became pa^ctaker of the (ame 
Communion with them. It w^s nece(tary therefore to find means to 
overcome that unilhakèn conftàncy, which he had hitherto fliewo, 
and to make him yield, at length, either by poUcy or £>rce. Fof 
this purpofe^ they fent (o him Dempphilus, Bjihop of Berara, (j) 
the place of his exile, and Fprtunatianus, ÈiQipp of Aqnitca^ whom 
that Prelate: hafd aiways very mu^'efteom^d ,* but being corrupted 
^cer the wicked' e^^ampje of S|turninu$> S^op of Arles^ he pfe- 
ferred the Emjperor's favouj* to his own honour apd confcience, by 
bâfely giving up bjmfelf to the Arians : For it generally happens, 
that thofe Bijt^ops, who have too gre^tf a fondneis for thp Coun, 
be^pme flayes to theix;^cincçs, ç^'th^r through fear or hepe,. or even 
out of gratitude for thç favours theyhftve^rççelved ; whidi often lay 
them under fatal obligations of flatterinç^ lind {KamtfuUy complyiog 
with their paflions. That Prelate being prevailed upon b7^C>nftan- 
ftantius after this manner, had often attempted to dniw io Libcrius; 
(r) and» by the difpofîf iofi which he left him in at his lad vifit, he 
thovigM, t:hpt by.tryinc his utmoft once marc, together withDeaso- 
phitusj hé îhouîd b^ able to faceted. . 

That Prelate had been now two years iû banifhment, where he 
fuifered. great Inqouveoiences. He was broken by pining aod for- 
rpAv, being all alone, ji^ a^n. boxxjUc fo&màiii without anf ene to 
ftfcngtbpi>.hfs, mind ^oft tfic nigg!^^ ^uk» of & mjiny mi&nes 
that furro^ndcd (um/i bUtT^e moAi d|^gprous çnçtny wfiicb he Mj 
apd agaji^ft whom he was ^pqt ^repEareci^^ }fri^ in hlmieif, from, whence 
he was forely attacked^, without injtermifilop : For ir iwas tb^ concern 
and vexation that he .was qndejr, u|^n.9CCXHint of.hi^£{;ifcpp9Ï cttfir's 
being poiiêflêd by one of his lDfei<»nv ^F^» 

buried îFrom the Ichôi^Iedge o£ mi|pki^^ in . \ Cpnie^* of ^Dirace, 
and mifefably foffakëh'by all the world! Tnig tqrmendng ' tKoi^t af- 
fli&ed him more th^n all the evila attending hi^ bâniÂment ; ana raiftd 
in him continually fuch an eameft d^iire of returning to Rome, 

(î) ^pift- lib* ad Orient. , (r) Hleron. de Scrip. Ecd. ip Forpiik 
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t he isigbc have the pleafure of driving away his rival» that his A. D. 
liihmeDt» which he went to in triumph, whilft he confideredit, as 357. 

occafion.of his^lory, and the place of his manyrdom, began 
be intolerable to him. After this manner it is, that great fpirits, 
ich cannot ïf^, brought down by any outward aiTauJts, S^t tbem- 
fcs to be oyer^me very o&en by their own tiuitù^ which çmfi^s 
îrvcxatipn; and,.at length, makes them deiicend to fuch baft 
I fliameful nations, as they would abhorr the very thoi^hcs of» 
m another occafion. 

Oemopbilus and Fonunati^nus perceiving. this. weaknefs- of Libe* 
I, though he u&d his utmoft endeavour tp con^f I it^ had recourfe 
aJl manner of devices th^t they thought 3iyould contribute entirely 
qaft him down, he being pretty J&r gone of himfetf, . After hav^ 
; atfured him, with a great many marks of aifeâion, of the (hare 
;y had in his afiliâion, and the concern they were under, at hfs 
ng deprived of the principal Biihqprick of the Çbqrc h, mid plunged 
fuch piileries as he had undergone for two yean, whilft a pcrfba ef 

merit po0eflêd his place, they told. him: ^^ That They copld not 
conceive how a inan of bis worth and ffMrit, could fo long obftmately 
peiolve to be miferable, upon a ohymerical notion, which fubfifled 
;mly (in the ims^nation of people of weal^or npunderftapdingt 
!Quu:» indeedi.if hf fnffered for the caufe of God and;the^ttrd|> of 
ipdiich be «gas. a fowrnor, tbey-fliould ik>c only k>G^ upontifi faier« 
Ip^ as gk>nott<» but^: beiQg wUlii^ tbpaxtake of his.gkury,. they 
Bi^iikl alio beoonte his- companions in Banifliment themfctves :. Bttt 
ikM: tfaafi inaQtrr related neither tt> God norHeligion : That it con* 
tKjçùà^'moidf \aL^\^rwiMt peiUbB^nalne.â'iktlian0fiii5, ivfhoiê oaiiée 
had éœhiâlf nrcomibon^widi tliat df ^cbë Oiuorch ; /^l^nr <tfae 
pilbUdb voiw had, long flocê» iwdiftd of mahy crimes ; éhom 
Coimcilsfaid ooifdemaedy and 1^ bad fateen tumod out of :hte 
iw'byCoaftaiitine ttie^Gitiat, whofe judgment atones was fufficdmt 
•o.jdbfy'irilitliat the Baift/and Weft had>J<v;Gife«tifpn>iioiUH»i 
itaiaft tbarliflfm<M)is.4iHw)^ ^ar «veil lif He îv49 xioii To gnilFy 
MKthiy HMiieMfli/^'îtWséi'MoeiÊery to fiieff filtè hirfl to the peace 
fiPlte-'ChuMi, iidtfTtelht<wtHttÎDtô^t!he'!fea'èaappc*rethé «rtrm, 
^hich he was the occ^oa of raifing^^ |md which manifeftly endan- 
Pred S. Peter's bark ;' but that the greaceft part of the BiOiops 
«ring condemned him. the defending him would be caufing a 
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A. D. *^ fchifm in the Church'; and that it was a very unoommdii Gght to 
25 7* ^* fee ii Biffiop of Rome abandon the care of the Church» and banifh 
himfelf into Thrace, to become the Martyr of one whom both di- 
vine and human juftice had fb often declared guilty : That it was 
high time to imdeceive himfelf, and to open his eyes at laft, 
to fee whether it #as not paffion in Athanafios which gave a falfe 
alarmy and oppofed an imaginary faerefy, to make the world be- 
lieve that they had a mind to eftabliih an error.'' For do you 
think, fays Fortunatianus to him, '^That SatuminuSt Bifliop of Aries, 
that great man Vincent of Capua, who has been deputy to fo ma- 
ny Biftiops of Rome^ (j)'and who prefîded at the Coundl of 
Kice, together with Houfis ; or do you think that Hofius himfelf, 
who is, at length, undeceived ; or, to omitt innumerable others, 
do you think that he who fpeaks to you, and, I believe, has the 
honour to be known to you as a man who would forfeit a thou- 
fiind lives rather than betray his Confcience and Religion ; do 
you think, I fay, that fo many would embrace an herefy to pleafe 
the Emperor ; and that they would have communicated with his 
Bi(hops, if they had not been fully fatisfied that their fentiments 
'^ did not differ from thofe of the Church ? '' For my part, added 
Demophilus, " I afEfled at the Conferences of the Bifhops at Sir- 
mium ; and have examined matters as well as they ; and I ihould 
have looked upon myfelf as an heirtick, if I had not figned the 
Profeflion of Faith that was made there. We therein acknowledge 
whatever the preceding holy Councils have decided, avoiding on- 
ly a term which is not in the Scripture, and which is the caufe 
of all our diforders.*' And thereupon -he £> repreiented macten 
to him, that were entirely Catholick ; and withouMne&tiQniiig the 
word ifAÊwnf, or the likeitrfs qf Subfiameyigrhidtkxhé Word haS' with 
the Father, he told him only that they did no. longer make ufe of 
the term ifiwrtwt or Onfutflamial^ which was of humane invention ; 
and which, therefore, a great many would not advife. At lei^, 
he fatd fo much toLiberiqs» that be» wAo ^only wanted a fiàvouvble 
opportunity of leaving Berça^ a«d fjetunung.to Rome, was eafily 
prevailied upon to make a diftii^âioa between die caule of Adu* 
nafius and that of the Church» axid to fupprefi the term Ouifitifiah 

(0 Sêi SoifS^ Book ii. Q^c. 
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tiéd^ which howercr was the mark and charafteriftick that diftioguilh- jL D. 
ed the Catholicks from the Arians. 357* 

(j) This done Fortunatianus, and Demophilus returned to Sirml- 
nm, with Letters from Liberius to the Emperor, containing the con- 
demnation of AthanaGus, and other Letters yet more vile to the 
Ealtern Bifhops that were then at Court, particnlarly to Valens and 
Urcadns, the moft obltinate and wicked of all the Arians, in which 
he gives aflbrance that he would t^mmmiaue with them, and hear, 
tily renounce the Communion of Athanafius, and that he willingly 
embraced the true Catholick- belief, which Demophilus had explain* 
ed to him, as it had been received and approved by feveral Biflx>ps 
at Sirmium -, whether it was that Demophilus did really oSer him the 
fame Confefljon of Faith that was formerly mide at Che Council of 
Sirmium againit the herefy of Photinus, as it is thought by many *, 
or, as is more probable, that he fpoke to him of that which they 
had lately made, difguifing it by concealing that part which plain- 
Jy favoured of Arianlfm, and making him 4)elieve that they only 
deCgned from henceforward to fupprefs the new term Canfmbftémtidl 
for the fake of peace. However it is certain, that Liberius commit* 
ted three very inexcufable fiiuUs in this Cafe. The firft, ih that he 
condemned Atbanafins, whom, it was well known, the Arians per(ê« 
CDted only for his having undertaken to defend the Nicene Faith in 
oppoCtion Co them ; the fecond, in that he confented to the fupprefl 
fing of Che Cerm anfrbfiiintiéU^ which the holy Council had put into 
Cheir Creed, as a mark of the Catholick Religion, againft thofe He- 
reticks, who without fcruple admitted all the reflr, which they cafily 
wrefled to their own meaning. And the third, in that he recei?ed 
Chofe Co communion with him who were notorious Arians ■ which 
gave all the World reafon to believe that he was one too, '(») tho* 
he would never be prevailed upon by them to condemn the Confub- 
ItantiaUty of the Word. And as the grief that tormented him and 
the great deCre that he had of returning to Rome blinded him fb 
far, as to make him bafely betray bis confcience in a matter of that 
importance: So that délire which he had of railing himfcif again, and 
of being re-eftablilhed in his See, made him floop to fuch mean Adi*' 
CDS, as were entirely beneath his charaâer, by intreaiiiig thole Bi- 

(0 Lit- lib. ip. Hill, in big, :«: Sozoin. 1. 4. c. 14. 
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A.D. (hops, paiiticnlârly Vatens, to intercede for bimwlcik the^ Êtti()eror) 
3 57* to be fo good as to recall him fpeediiy from baniftiment, and ftttle him 
agaid in his Chorch. Thas does ambition humble tfaoft ly real 
meannefs, whom if pretends to exalt by imaginary greatnefi. 

Conltantius, very: well pleafed with, fo fuccefsftil a teginning', 
thought that by mortifying Uberius a little loitgert he might ftill 
obtain fomew hat more from him, addprerail witii him at tength to 
condemn openly the Conftikftmnialiïy pf tht Sen. For which reafooi 
without making him. any anfwer, he let him linger in baniibment) 
the trouble of «^hkh was );>rodîgiôvfly iàcrkafed, by the concern be 
was under foe havin;g. taken filth fiaodalovs fteps.to no pnrpofe. But 
Val€;ns wbo^ at Êrfl: figbt^ found in bis Letters^ that he wanted, to 
ni:ike thechciarb» which he had contrived, fuccefsfol, failed not tî>makc 
life of them for oftablilhing pure Arianifm in the Saltf by means of 
his. trafty fricn^ fiAicloKiusv who the year befbre had, by. furprize, n- 
furped the See of Ancioch. 'Forbciog.atRomcvC?^) in.attendainceupon 
the Emperor, when he heard of the Death of tîie' PattiarCh Leoatios^ 
he defircd leave to return to< bis Bifboprick of Germawcià, a fiôdaR 
city of Syria, under pretence thaf bis prefence yn% wanted there, 
but he.no fooner arrived, tbap hei.foi'Ibotc it, and^ a$ he had before 
Concerted the matter wioh.tjie Bojfiuch» of. the Palaœ, whom he had 
bribe4,. he procured himlelf to be received . iftta Atitioch by their 
Creatures V arid as foon as he was fettled there,; he. ^(çd^hi) endtfawar 
to itftore both the. i)erf9n and doârine of Aëtia», whole protedor he 
was, (j) 

This Aê(iùsiV9,s of, Antioch, dejfoçnded of mean parentage,, and of 
the dtegsof tlie. people^ but of a lively and fîil?^ dlfpofitiol»; and 
having quitted thç trade of a Goldfmitb, in which he was become ve« 
ry skilful, he went to Alexandria, where he learned Ariltotlt^s Lo- 
gick of a certain. Sophifter :. He took upon him, foon afterwards, to be a 
rftvine, though tie had nq Qtber knowledge of ùcrt^ literature ; dnd as 
He endeavoured to explain divine tdbgs by theiulesof bis Phiiofepiiy 
and Sophiftical arguments, which he could not very well getclear of 
himlelf, he foon run Into Arianifm, which he learned from George, 
pretended Patriarch of Alexandria, who at length made him a. Dea- 
con. But he foon out-did his M after : For reafoniog with himfirlf 
upon his doârine, he found that the Arians, who fince the Council 

(x) Socrar* I. s. cid* 39. Sozom. 1. 4. cap. r r. See Tillemonc p« 278. T. vi* 
P. 1'. ij) Suid. Epipn. her. ^6, Socru» !• >• cap. 28. Sozom. h 4. cap. it. 
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of Nice were grown abondance milder, becaure the firft blarphcmîcs of A. D. 
Anns, l#ere dctefttd by every body, did not argue confeqôently, for 357- 
as much as fqppofing that they bclifeved the Word not to be Confub^ 
fidfitial with his Father who créàfced him, it mutt necelTarily follow 
that according to their opinion, he was not like him in fubftancc, 
which however was what they would not fay. For which reafon when 
tit retuf'bfed toAntioch, he took upon liimftif to argue upon, and to 
re-eftablifli pure Arianifm, proving to tkofe moderate Airians, by 
SynogifiASy very coûdùffve according to tlfelr falic çfinçipleç, that 
the iSon of God being a Creature as they allecigêà, mu9b needs be of 
(z,) M vtry différent nature from his Father \ to this he added other 
bflflfphemies Which Were the confecjuences, of it, which rendered 
him fo. odious to the People of Ântiocl^ t^iat they, gave hini the Sir* 
flame qf Ittfplous 6t Athdft. 

This aid ifot binder him however ^rôm liaving a great maày dîf- 
cijdes, who ^ere called (4) Anonutdnsj becaufe they held that thç 
Word Was not like thé Father. And what gained him many more 
was Hie Vortttilè iicêntiouihefs w hich he openly introdpccd, quite con. 
trary to Arius who had been a great hypocrite. * For Aëtius jnali- 
doufly alafiog that palTage of Scripture where it is faid, (If) Tlfis ff 
lift etemalj tbéU they might knew thee the only true God sni Jèfus Cbrifi 
wbêmbèhathfenty laid that it wasfufficient to ftlvatidn to have that 
Jcoowledge as he had it, knowing him,- faid he, as plainly as he kAew 
"^bimfelf, and tint good works, or thfc oblbrvance of Gbds Commâûdi^ 
ments were by no means jlecefTary to be added toit ; fo that he^a^^e 
liberty for all {btts of vice, particùlaHy uncleannefs, which he ridi. 
cslcd as a matter of no confequen'ce^ For thi^ réâlbn hé was degrad- 
ed and driven out of Antiocb both* by the Otthôddx and Arians : 
Nsy Qonftantids hirafelf, to whbm this ittipidUt' ^rehrh had ofteh 
wrote, mdevén maintained to hiVftce, that his Afi&iis oiipt' to have 
the fadie ftntiménts, bat ddrfl: net ov^n tlierii, bâS Bàtiifliéd him taor^ 
than odce; and alfo, after that nhfaappy Prince's dèaih, he Hài 
in danger of his Lift, bétaûft hé had had foinit fhart in his f^ieiict- 
Ihip* And yet, as foon as £udoxius had ufujped the See of., Aâ-' 
tioefa, he canftfd him to rétiith/' through' the jfavour 6f the kilducÂis. 
his prdteâors. He had titù reRorèd hihl to the etdti of Deacon train 

(*) IrififfiQU (*) «trSfwi®-» (}) Joh. xvii. j* 
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A. D. that time, had he not met with fuch powerful oppolicion as he could 
357* not mailer. But he neverthelefs ufed his ntmolt endeavours in Iccrct 
to re-eftablifh his doôrine throughout Syria. 

Matters being in this^ ftate, Valens, who had a mind to reftore 
pure Arianifm at that time as weU as he, fent him his profefllon of 
Fjith, which he had forced Hofius to fign, with the letters which he 
had got from him by farprize, and which contained in exprels terms, 
that the Son pf God was not of like fubftance with his Father, (c) 
Tq thefe he added â copy of thole which he had jult received from 
Liberius, and informed him, as he did every body elfe^ that that 
Faith which JDemophilus had explained to him, and wliich he pro- 
tefted he had embraced, was the fame that Hofius, had llgned at 
Sirmium, and acknowledged in his letters. 

Eudoxius, charmed at fo favourable an opportunity of openly pro- 
fefling the opinion of Aetius, immediately aOembled at Antiocfa thofe 
of his party, the chief of whom were Acacius of Caelarea, and U- 
ranius of Tyre, and declared publickly that the Weltern Bilhops, e- 
ven Hofius himfelf, and more efpecially Liberius Bifliop of Rome, 
had made profefRon- of that Faith in writing, and that it mutt there- 
fore be embraced by- all the Eaft, in order to unite the whole world 
in one Communion. This made a great noife every where, particu- 
larly at Antioch, from whence the chief of the Clergy that oppofed 
that impiety, being ill treated by Eudoxius, had retired to George 
of Ijiodicea, a great enemy to the opinion of Aetius, and who l^- 
lides was very impatient under the uffurpation that Eudoxins had made 
of the See of Antioch. That prelate being defirous of applying a fpee- 
dy remedy to fo great an evil, bethought himfelf of fending imme- 
diately for his Clergy to Ancyra, the capital city of Galatb, where 
358. ^^^^'> ^^^ Bifhop of the place, had afTembled a great number of Bi- 
(hops, to celebrate the dedication of the church which he had built 
there. He wrote a courteous letter to them, in which he befbught them 
to make ufe of that opportunity of condemning that deteltahle herefy 
which was about to over-run Syria and Phoenicia, and ibon after aU 
the Provinces in the Eaft, if it was not rooted out as foon as might 
be. . I . 

Bafil was a very able man, and very zealous in defence of the 
Councils affembled by the Ettfebians, who would not be thought to 

(0 Sozon. h ^ cap. 11.8c 14. 

hold 
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hold all the opinions of the Arians, as alfo for the Council of AD. 
Sirmiam, where he had gained a great deal of honour by oppoHng 35^' 
Photinus; therefore he changed that private afTembly into a Synod, 
according to the cudom of the Arians, who formed councils at an 
cafy rate. And there they condemned the herefy of the AmmA^ 
éms^ or thole who not only denied the Confubftantiality of the Son 
of God, as was^ the cafe of Balil himfelf, but alfo his pfr/r£F Uh- 
9êfs wiUi \m Father, (d) and they anathematized all thofe who 
maintained that the Word was not entirely like him in fubftance 
and every thing elfe. 

This was the firft time that war was declared between the Arians 
who ever fince have been openly divided into two parties. Before 
the Council cf Nice they were all pure Arians -, from that time all the 
reign of Conftantine, they pretended to be Catholicks for fear of 
banilbment, fpreading their poyfon only in fecret. After the death 
of that great Prince they were almoft all Semi- Arians (as they were 
called) contenting themi^lves with denying the Confub^antiality of 
the Word, and condemning the other more odious propolltions of 
Arias* But fince the attempt of Valens and Eudoxius, and the 
council of Ancyra, they openly waged war againft one another^ 
being divided into two parties, one of which was called pure A* 
rians, and the other Semi- Arians or Anomxans, who condemned 
each other in their pretended councils. The pure Arians followed 
the herefy of Arius juft as it was from the firft without any al- 
leriatlon ^ and the chief of them at that time were Eudoxius, pro- 
teâor of Aetius the Atheift, and of his Secretary Eunomius, who 
came nothing fhort of his mailer in impiety i George of Alexan- 
dria, Acacius of Caefarea, Uranius of Tyre, Valens of Murfa, U*- 
racius of Syngidon, Auxentius of Milan, Epiftetus of Centum cell», 
DeiDOphilus of Beraea, and feveral others, as well of the Weft as 
Ea|l, where the greateft part declared thcmfelves at length for 
tli^t party. 

'he Semi-Arian's, who in appearance had more refpeft for the 

of God, faid ^ That he was of like fubftance with his Father i 

and the chief of thefe were, Bafil of Ancyra, George of Laodicea, 

Eoftathius of Sebafta, Silvanus of Tar fus, Dracontius of Perga- 

mus, Neonas of Selcucia in Ifauria, Elcntius and Dcontius of Cy- 

(i) Epiph. h«r. 73. 
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ji. D. 2lcus, and feveral others of the Eaflr, (bme of whom beUeVed thit 
35^' ^he Word had a beginning, bot, fubfifted before ail agts^ (jt) and oditrs, 
as Bid of Ancyra and his CoHeagues, that he hid bcea from «nBccr* 
nity, though they always pofltively maintained, with the reft of the 
Arians, that he was not of the fame fubftance With the Father- 
(/) Upon which account St. E);iphanius had good fcaftii to &y that 
they were great diflemblers, who jefted both upoa God and Mtf* ifa- 
dcr the falfe appearance of refpeâ which they prtteadcd to 
pay to the Son of God. For if he is aot Cêi^iéjhmiéà wkh hti 
Father who is God, and only refembles him ill fubAance^ it iscf»* 
dent that the Father and the Son would ht twê rf likt fmhptMt \ 
fince therefore there is but one God, as all the Semi- Ai tans a» 
gree, they muft neceflarily conclude that the Ion k nOC Cwà^ and 
that, in truth, he is but a Creature, what exceHeoce fbdver they 
afcribe to him above others, and cofiftqiiently that be h of a 
nature infinitely beneath that of bis Father. Thitt do they 611 
into the mifchievous confequences of the doArine of Arias, 
and though they fpeak in a more refpeâful dkannef, yet th«y io! 
deed hold the fame things, and find themlelfes engaged whether 
they will or no in the lame blafphemies. So that Bâfil and choft 
of the Ëaft, who denied the Cênfitbfiamidity^ with the reft of the 
Arians, and who maintained in oppofition to them, m perfiH iiir. 
nefs in fubfiance^ denied it in fad as well they, and condcmoed tiM 
only in appearance, (g) in their Council of Ancyta, whfch thef 
held at Eafter that ûme year, in oppofition to the profeffion of FaM 
made at Sirmium. (h) But the greateli; part of the Bilbopa of 
Gaul, to whom they fent it, condemned it more efièâilalljr, by 
confounding every part of it, as appeared by an e^ellent piece which 
Phxbadius Bifliop of Agen wrote againit it. 

In the mean time the Bilhops that were aflembled at abe Synod 
of Ancyra, not (i) being able to endure the Anomaoans^ appoiat^ 
ed Bafil of Ancyra, with Euftathius of Sebafta and Leoatfnl Of 
Cy^icus to go to Conftantius, and defire him to difannnl that fé- 
cond ConfefCon of Faith. That wretched Prfuce, who wt>told van 
upon him to aâ the part of a Divine, and to decide matters of 
. Faith, was ufually the tool of both parties, Hiffering himièlf to be 

(e) Epiph. hxr. 73. Hilar. lib* de Syn. Cf)Ep\ph. basr- 7;. {g) Epift. 
Syn. Ancyr>ap« Epjpht h^r. 73. (ib) Hilar* lib- de Syn (0 Sosooi. lib* 4* 
cap* 12» 

prevailed 
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prerailod upon by thofe vrho came lafl: and offered their arguments j1. D. 
in the moft plaufiblc manner. Bafil of Ancyra, who had a great 35^. 
deal of wit, knew very well how to give the Emperor a notion of 
the impiety of that wicked profcflion of Faith, and the icandal 
that it occadoned in the Baft, where they could not endure to hear 
it faid that the Son of God was unlike his Father, and that he was 
confined to the ftate of Creatures \ infomuch that he himfelf con* 
ceived an abhorrence of it \ and whether out of (bame that he had 
been fo forward in adding to that confeflion of faith^or that he had been 
really fiirprizcd into it, (I) he refolved without much ado to re- 
TOke It. Even Valens and Urfacius themfelvcs^ who readily 
changed their faith as their intercft required, and were always on 
the ftrongeft fide, feeing that the Emperor condemned them, were 
the firft who declared, that flnce it gave offence, there was a ne* 
cefllty for fappreffiag it, and drawing up another, conformable to 
thofe of the Councils of Antioch, Sardica, and Slrmium, as (/) Bafil 
earneltly deffred of the Emperor. And in order to have it recei- 
ved with the general content, he pcifuaded him to aflemble a Coun** 
cH at Nicomedia, where thcle points of faith might be fully treated 
of, inoppoGtion to thele dangerous innovations. 

(jn) The weaknefs and inconfl:ancy of that Prince in Religious mat. 
ters, which he did not underfl:aad, though he wanted neither pru- 
dence nor conftancy in Civil afl^airs, appeared in nothing fo much ag 
tbi». in) Afphalius a Pricft of Antioch, who was fent, by Eudoxius^ 
to procure his approbation of what he had done in favour of th^ 
j/bmrn^Wfis^ had fucceeded fo well in his negotiation, that having 
rieteiired letters from the Emperor as favourable as he could wiJh, 
be was now about to return with the confirmation that he had re- 
judted. Bnt as foon as Bafil had fpoken, ConHantius,. repenting 
>T all that he had done, got his letters again from Afphalius, and 
^rote others in very bitter terms, to the Clergy of Antioch, a- 
piinffc Endpxius ; in thefe letters after reproaching him with his 
itnbition and treachery and impiety againft the Son of God, who, 
le (aid, was not like his Fatlier -, the Emperor ordered all thofe to 
>c driven out of the Church that followed his doârine : fo that 
fetched Eudoxius himfelf, was forced to return to Semi-Arianifm, 
ind excommunicate Aetius, for fear of lofing his Biftioprick. (0 

ffc) Socrât. lib. 2. cap. aç. (/) Sozom. 1. 4. c l^ (m) Hilar- conr. Conft. 
m\ Sozom. 1. 4. cap. la. Epiph^ hacr. 76. (0) Socrat. 1. a. cap. a5. Sozom. 
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yl. D. Befidcs the Emperor publilhcd an Edlft, by which he fupprciTcd 
358- their confelTion of Faith, and forbad every one, under pain of death 
to keep fo much as a copy of it. But as fuch prohibitions ufually 
heighten ourcurioCty, as well as the'value of the things prohibited, 
which otherwife, perhaps, would have been dcfpifcd; that Ediâ 
fervcd only to make them preferved more carefully than before. 
This fudden alteration of Conftantius's mind contributed not a 
little to the return of Libcrius, becaufe matters being (bmewhat 
mitigated, it was thought that that Prelate would eafily coofeot to 
what they defired of Mm at that time. It likewife happened that the 
Deputies of the Weftern Bifhops were then at Sirmium^ attending 
upon the Court, to folicit the performance of the promife which the 
Emperor had made, of reftoring him. For which reafon, (f) laying 
hold of that opportunity, as if he intended to oblige the whole 
Weftern Church, he fent for him to Sirmium, where, by the advice 
of Bafil and his colleagues, after having aflembled all the Bilhops 
which were at Court, he urged him to declare publickly, that he 
acknowledged that the Son of God was notConfubftantial with his 
Father. Liberius perceiving that that did not agree with what 
Demophilus had reprelented to him at Beraca, and that there was 
a great difl«rence between denying the Confubftantiality of the Word, 
which was downright Ârianifm, and only fuppreffing the term, which 
was alTerting nothing polltively, for that reafon refufed to do it. And 
then Bafil, who was for obtaining what he wanted, and making the 
world believe that Liberius agreed with them in doArino, fèt forth 
a CoUedion, containing the decrees received by the whole Church, 
againfl: Paul of Samolàta, the confefTion of Faith of the Council of 
the Dedication at Antioch, and that of Sirmium againft Photinus, 
which were unqueftionably Arian, but contained nothing repugnant 
to the Orthodox doârine, except the fupprefllon of the word Cour 
fubftantial, which all the Arians rejected, not only becaufe it was not 
in the Scripture, but becaufe they difallowed the ;GgniiScation of it: 
And to glofs the matter, Bafil told Liberius, that they offered him 
thofe confeilions, which were entirely orthodox, without making 
ufe of that cxprefllon, becaufe there were fome who abuled it for 
the eftablifliing of the Sabellian herefy. Upon which Liberius, who 

(^) Sozoffl. !• 4. cap. 14. 

was 



BOOK IIL TheHifiory of kKiKYiisu. so$ 

wa9 glad of fiodiag fb good an cxcufe to bring himlelf oflT, fob* A. D. 
fcribcd to it, with the reft of the aflcmbly, not even excepting Va- 3 Sa- 
lens, Urlacius and Germinias of Sirmium, who though he had 
before drawn up the other icandalous Confeffion, yet he made a (bift 
to approre of this. 

This is all that Uberins figned *, bat at the (ame time a report 
being fpread, as he was informed, that be had condemned the term 
Cénfubfténtid^ and maintained that the Son was not like the Father, 
he alfo produced his own particular Creed, which he delivered to 
the reft of them, and by which be excommunicated all thofe who 
alledged that the Son was not like to his Father in fubftaoce and 
every thing elfe, which Balil and the reft of the Semi-Arians very 
willingly embraced. Thus Liberius did not pofitively fign the he- 
Tefy of the Semi-Arians, becanfe he always obftinately refufed to 
condemn the ConfubftaatiaUty of the Son. But by figning the Con- 
feflions of thofe Hereticks, who were fatisfied with fupprcfling that 
term, and putting inftead of it that of f^) like in fuhftance^ and by 
communicating with them as he did, he gave reafon to believe that 
he was a Semi-Arian. This is the true matter of faâ relating to 
that Prelate, which I have fo plainly fet forth, keeping a juft mean 
tetireen the tvFO extreams, that I do not believe that any unprejo-* 
dked peribn that (X)Brults the cecords from whence ( took it, can 
imflifaly qaeftion the truth of it, with any probability of realba. 

This matter being thus determined, Bafil went into the Eaft to 
gÎTe orders about the Couocil that was to be held at Nicomedia ; 
and Ltberias, whom the Emperor had fit at liberty, as ibon aa he 
Jtod fabfoibed with the Arian Bifhopa, returned to Rome. That 
ftioet having promifed the people of Rome to reftore them their 
lavinl jBiihop, and drive away the intruder, he durft not openly 
gm bis commands, for there being two Bifliops there at the fame 
fine, which was what he intended : But his Bifliops fliamefully be- 
f caying both their charaâer aid their intereft, (r) wrote, as of their 
own accord, to Felix and the Clergy of Rome, to advife them to re« 
Qowe UberiiM, and to let the Church be governed by both of them 
together, forgetti/ig chat it was contrary to humane and di- 
vine fight, that there flioold 1^ two heads to one body, or two Bi- 

(V *0/[*o/tfV/®". (r) Sozomt I- 4. cap. 14. 

^ c ^ /hops 
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^ D. fliops in oh&See. But that was not the queftion at Rome, where 
358- things had received a great alteration. For as fconasthey were in- 
formed there of the fcandalous ^ange of Liberius, and that, to 
regain his Biihoprick, he had been fo bafe as to (ign the (âme Profef- 
fion of Faith with the Arians, the greatefl: part of the Clergy and 
People, who before adored him as the ^ braveft of Men, conceived 
fuch an abhorrence of him, that they would no longer acknowledge 
him for their true Bilhop, concluding that he was become an Apo- 
ftate by what he had done. 

On the other lide, Felix, who had been hitherto, without difpnte, 
an unlawful Bilhop, and a Schifmatick, whether through a defign of 
making ufe of that opportunity of procuring himfelf to be duly 
elefted, or that he was fenfibly affèâed with Mai for the Faith, 
as foon after appeared, he fo openly declared himfelf againft the 
Arians, that he even condemned Conftantins, and excommunicared 
him as an heretick. This gained him fo much efteem and refpcâ 
in Rome, that the moft confiderable and greatelt part of the Clergy, 
and amongd the reft f Dama&s, the fame who fome time after- 
wards was raifed to that See himfelf, acknowledged him for lawful 
Bifhop^ by a fort of unlooked-for eleâion, and renounced commu* 
nion with Liberius, whom they judged worthy to be dethroned as 
foon as he joined communion with the Arians ; fo that by a ftrange 
alteration, he that was the true Bifbop became falfe, and he that was 
. falfe became true. 

Conftantius, extremely incenfed againft Felix, made no difficulty 
now of fettling Liberius again in his See without a partner, accord- 
ing to his promife. He therefore gave orders to his officers to pro- 
cure him admittance, and drive out Felix. || But Liberius, upon his 
return to Rome, as it were in triumph over his rival, was very 
much furprized to find that very few of the People would acknow» 
ledge him, and that the greateft part of the Clergy, (i) not only 
would not come into the Church whilfl: he was there, but even 
would not fo much as be leen in the publick baths with tbofe who 
communicated with him. This made the officers of Conftantius 
moft grievoufly perfecute Felix, and all that were of bis Party. 
Nay, they proceeded fo far as to maflfacre feveral Priefts, that bad 

* Lib. dc Pont. t VU' Tillcmont. II Ibid. (s) Lib. de Rom. 

Pontifi y 

hid 
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hid thcm&Ivcs in the Chnrches, to avoid having any intercourie j1. D. 
with the Arians, who joined themfelves to Liberius, and who (t) 358. 
ilarved to death in prifon, Eofebius^ a Roman Prieft, ^ upon the 
fame account. Felix himfelf having fallen into their hands, was 
carried prilbner to Ceres, where, (till continuing to condemn the 
Arians, he was crowned with a glorious (u) martyrdom, being 
beheaded on the ipth of Auguft ia the following year, 15 months 
after he had been acknowledged true Bifhop of Rome. 

I very well know that the truth of his martyrdom, as well as 
his being a true Bifhop, has been long queftioned, until the year 
1582, when Gregory Xlll. employing perfons to correâ the Mar- 
tyrology, they were about to leave him out of it. But it pleafed 
God that Felix himfelf appeared again of a fudden to plead his own 
caafe which he gained. For as certain people were fearching in the Church 
of St. Cofneus and Damianus, for fome treafure which they were 
told was hidden there on the right fide under the Altar, they dif- 
covered a marble tomb, on one fide of which, feparated from the 
other by a plank, were found the relicks of thole holy Martyrs 
Marcus, Marcellinus and Tranquillinus -, and on the other the body 
of St. Felix, with this infcription graven on a ftone : The body of St. 
Felix Bifhop of R$me end Mdrtyr^ who condtmmd Conftdfttius. This hap- 
pened exaàly the night before the 18th of Auguft, which is the eve 
of bis feftlval, about 1218 years after bis deceafe, as it were to pre- 
rent it the very inftant his being deprived of that honour which 
was to be performed (x) in memory of him the next day. So that 
even tbofe who bad written againfl: him, as particularly Baronius, 
who was not then a Cardinal, declared themfelves convinced, and 
gave God the glory which was due to him for this faint, whole 
two titles of Biihop and Martyr were confirmed to him by Gre- 
gory, who could not refill fuch undeniable evidence. After this, I 
jnnft own, I cannot imagine how any Perfon can difpute it at 
prcfent. 

But to return, Liberius, after the death of Felix, was fo afieâed 
by his example that he left oflf all manner of intercourie with the 
Arbns, joined himfelf again with St. Athanafius()»),and maintained 
the Faith of the holy Council of Nice with his former generous 

($) Martyr. Rom. 14. Aug. * yid. TiUemonr. (») Martyr. Roman 29. Aug. 
(x) Baron ad an. 357- n. 6}, U ^4. 0) Apud Athan. 

Ë e 2 refblution, 
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yl. D. refblution, as appears from a letter written by him to St. Atha* 
3'59* nafius, and as (ball be tbewn in the Tequel of t)iis Hiftory. For 
which reafon the clergy of Rome, finding with pleafare that Li* 
berias Was the fame man that he had been before his fall, acknow- 
kdged him again, as it were by a fécond choice, fDr their lawfirf 
Bithop, («,) and he for his put received to communion with him, 
and left in their lèverai orders, all tbofe who had been ordained 
by Felix fince his return, which was the only ordination that he 
ever performed : which (hews that he did himfelf jullice, and after 
all acknowledged Felix to be a tme Bilhopi 

In the mean time Ba(il of Ancyra was bnfy in making prepare 
tions for the Council that was to be held at Nicomedia ^ and the 
Bi(hops were already ^fet out in order to get thither at the end of 
the fummer, when they heard of that terrible earthquake, which 
having done a great deal of mifchief all along the Bofphorns, (d) 
both on the European and A(ian (bore, raged more in that iiii« 
fortunate city, than any where elfe, utterly deftroying it on the 
24th of Augult, (b) on which day early in the morning it began; 
and in lefs than three hours the greateft part of the inhabitants 
were over-whelmed in its ruins ; amongft the relt the governour, 
and Cecropius the Bi(hop3 as invtterate an Arian as Valens biiih 
felf, in concert with whom he had drawn up at Sirmium that ab» 
xninable coofeflTion of faith which contained the doârine of pnn 
Arianifm. What made this misfortune irretrievable, and com{dei& 
ed the mofl: entire and horrible defolation that ever was lêen^ wn 
that there happened a general conflagration by the(<r) fire that fen 
from heaven, and that came out of the pits, which were made bf 
the (d) violent fliocks of the earthquake ; this fire lafted fifty days 
and fifty nights without cealing, and entirely confumed wbatevcf 
had been fpared/ by the whirlwind and the earthquake* It is Sàà 
that Ariacius a Per(îan, who from being a foldier under LicioiB% 
and a ConfelTor of JESUS CHRIST during the pcrfecutions, wtf 
become a folitary in the reiga of Conftantine, in a little fpot iP 
ligned him in the caftle of Nicomedia, had revealed to him, ibflie 
hours before, what would happen ; and that having gone immedi- 
ately to warn the Priefts to haften to church in order to avert tk 
Divine vengeance by their prayers, and finding that be was not 

(^) Lib*dc Roman* pom. (d) Am* Marcell. I. 17. (b) Sozom«l>4> 

cap* MS. (0 Amm. ibid. Cd) Sozom» ibid. 

regard^ 
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regarded but looked upon as a delirious perfon ; he returned and be- ji. D. 
fought God in prayer that he might not behold that dreadful de- 35P- 
ftruftion of a city, where jje had received the life of grace by the 
water of Baptifm -, after which he breathed out his foul. For he 
was found dead in the fame pofture that he ufed in prayer, and in 
the fame tower to which he had fo retired, that alone remaining 
entire amidft fo many ruins. 

(/) The Emperor was very, much concerned at this lofs-, butBa- 
fi\ of Ancyra gave him comfort under it by the letters .which he 
wrote to him, and prevailed upon him to appoint the City of Nice 
for the meeting of the Council Inftead of Nicomedia, having obfer- 
ved that Conftantius was inclined to it, and moreover the (/) Ari- 
ans making no queftion but that they (hould be able to eftablifh 
their herefy in that Council, where they would be the moff power- 
ful, imagined that it might receive the greater authority by Co fa- 
Jmous a name, and that they might confidently ftile it the Nicene 
Faith. The Emperor therefore gave orders to the (f) Bifhops to be at 
Nice in the beginning of the fummer following j and to fend him 
their determinations, after they were concluded, by ten of the 
Eaftern and as^ many of the Weltern Biftiops, not only that he 
might ftc whether they had judged according to Scripture, but alfo 
that he himfelf might decide thoft matters as he fliould' think mod 
convenient. So that that Prince, who was as yet but a Catechu- 
men, took upon him to determine abfolutely the opinicln and judg- 
ment of thofe Bifhops, as if he was the only Oracle by which they 
ought to be dîrcôcd, or^ in one word, he alone the whole Coun- 
cil. 

This projedt however did not fucceed. For this earthquake ha- 
ving cauftd great diforders in Nice, where the inhabitants over- 
whelmed in grief being bufy in repairing their lofles^ and' Uncapa* 
ble of receiving fuch a number of guclh, he was forced to write 
to Bafil, to choofe in conjonûion with the reft of the Bifhops a 
place proper for the Council. But they never being able to agree 
about it, every one deliring that city which was moft convenient 
for himfelf *, Bafil leaving them in difputeto no purpofe, caitie to the 
Emperor at Sirmium, to give him an account of the whole mat- 
ter, and to receive bis orders. There were then at Court a great 

(O Sozoffl» lib» 4- cap. 15. (/) Theod. L 1. cap. atf. ig) Soz. ibid. 

many 
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j4.D. many (h) Arian Bifliops, the chief of whom, befides Germinios of 
35P* Sirmium, were George of Alexandria, Mark of Arethofa, Urfih 
cius and Valens, who never ftirred from the Emperor, Acacios of 
Casfarea, and Eudoxius of Antioch, who by means of Eufebius the 
Eunuch, his intimate friend, was again reftored to favour at court, 
and who was as well as himfelf for the doârineof pure Arianifm. 
AH theic Bilhops being aflembled together by Conllantius^s order 
to confider of a place for holding the council, they at length cbofc 
Seleucia a city of Ifauria -, bnt Eudoxius and Valens, imagining that 
they (hould be the better able to bring about their defigos, if 
the EaRern and Weftern Bilhops were fcparated from one another, 
and that if they could not gain thefe latter, they (hould be (ecore, 
atle.ift, of the others, obtained of the Emperor, by the aOiftanceof 
Eufebius, and the molt confîderable men at court, who were all in 
his intereft, to let the Bifhops be divided into two councils, that at 
the fame time that thofe of the Ealt were aflembled at Seleucia, tbofe 
of the Weft might aflemble at Rimini, a city of Italy, where they 
might conveniently come together from all parts of the Wcftera 
provinces; and in the mean time Conftantius thought It neceflary 
for them to draw up, in concet t amongfb themfclves, a profelDoD of 
faith to be prefented to both the councils. 

To this purpofe they met the iid of May, being the eve before 
Whitfunday, but could not agree all that day. They were all 
indeed for rejeâing the term ^ Confuhfiantial \ But Bafil of Ancyra the 
chief of the Semi-Arians, would have podtively incerted it into the 
profelTion that the Son was ^ of like fubjtance with the Father. Oa 
the other fide Valens, who continued always for the AnomaeanSi 
though he had contented to the fupprefliog of his (i) profcIQon of 
Faith, was for rejeâing both that exprefTion and the fUkenefi offé- 
fiéuice in the Son \ fo that the difputc lafting till late at night, aod 
the Emperor giving them pofitive orders to agree, they were (i) 
cbligei to choofe one from amongft them, which was Mark of A- 
rethufa, to draw up the profelTion, and all the reft were cmpellii 
to fign it. This Bi(hop, to make them all agree, chofe a neaa 
which pleafed neither of them, but which however they were for- 
ced to comply with : For> to pleafe Valens, heinferted that in fpeak- 

(è) Sozom. îbîd» * l^zifiof, ' + ifJLotia^tof, (1) Athin* lib. 

de Sunad* Epiph* hxr* 73. (ik; Faber prxfac. in frag. Hill- Epift Germ, 
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ing of God, and of the Son, the term fuhftance (hould be abolifhed, A.D. 
becaufe it gave offence, and the Scripture made no mention of it-, 359- 
and to fatisfy Badl, he acknowledged, that the Son was like to his 
Father in all things. This was the ninth Profeflion of Faith of the 
Arians, fince the beginning of their hcrefy. 

When they came to fign before the Emperor, Valens, atter a fhort 
diilourfe, to (hew in what manner he confented to that Profeflioa 
of Faith, wrote, that he believed the Son to be like his Father, with* 
out adding ('\-) in all things \ but Conftantius having commanded him 
to infert it, he immediately obeyed, fraying for another opportunity 
of declaring in what fenfe he fubfcribed to it, namely, That the 
Son was in all things like to his Father in will, which was always 
conformable to his, but not in Nature and Subftance. 

On the other fide, Bafil of Âncyra was diflatisfied with the exclu- 
fion of the term fubfiance^ perceiving very plainly that Valens would 
explain the ProfelTion after this manner: For which rcafon when he 
fubfcribed, he prctefted that by the Words, like in all things^ he un- 
dcf flood (*) a pcrfeû refemblance not only in the Will, but alfoia 
the very Being -, this however was not put into the Profeffion of Faith, 
to which they gave this title: j4n Expofition of the CathoUck Faith^ per^ 
formed in the prefence of the moji Religious and FlUorious Emperor Con* 
fiântiusj Eternal^ ^^£^fty ^^^ '^ ^^^ Confuljbip of Eufehius and Hyp4^ 

thiMs. XII. CW. "June. Which gave occafion to {I) St. Athanafias to jcft 
upon the Arians, who, by fetting down the year and day contrary 
to what was aftually obferved in Profcflions of Faith, plainly (hewed 
the novelty of their Belief, which was formed cxadtly at that time* 
bcCdes, that they were not afhamed to give a man the title of Eter- 
nal, which they deny the Son of God, though they even acknow- 
ledged, in that Profeflion, that he was before all conception of time ; 
but that was becaufe Bafil the Semi-Arian, who at that time had a 
great deal of intereft and power with the Emperor, was of that o- 
pinion. Foras foon as he was in difgrace, which happened foon 
after, (m) the pure Arians recovered the place which he formerly 
held in the efteem and favour of Conftantius ; and then they pro^ 
cured that Profeflion, which was the third of Sirmium, to be annul- 
led, as Bafil had ferved theirs, which was the fécond. Thus this 
wretched Prince, aflTuming to himfelf fpiritual authority, became the 

0) Athan.lib. de Synod (m) Sozom. !• v cJp^ 14. JBpipb. Atban* L de Syn. 
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^' D. jell and tool of the feveral feâs of the Ariaas, who caofid him to 
i59' make difltreat confeflions of Faith, according as each party wasia 
favour or difgrace with him j fo that at Conftaotius's court, the 
prince's favour was the only rule of Faith. Which may ferve to 
convince Princes, that their authority, which, makes them venerable 
and ufefal to their Subjeâs, when it is confined to temporal matters 
renders them odious and obnoxious when it interferes with what is 
fpiritual, and becomes a difhonour to them as (boo as it is hnrthd 
to Religion -, like a great river, which, whilft it runs within its 
Chanel^ glides majeftically along, conveying great advantage to all 
around it \ bnt when it overflows and drowns the coantry, it not 
only does abundance of mifchief, but ceafes to be either plealant or 
ufeful. 

In the mean time the profeflTion of Faith being received for a while 
by both parties, Valens undertook to carry it to Rimini, where the 
Wetter n Bifhops had received orders to aflcrable, (») and BaOl d^ 
parted for Seleucia, where thofc of the Eaft were to meet. At that 
place there met to the number of one hundred and fixty, amongft 
the reft St. Hilary, whom the Emperor's officers finding in Phrygia, 
whither he had been baoiihed four years before, fent him to the 
Council, having had («) a general order to fend thither all the Bi- 
fhops that they met with. Leonas, one of the moft confiderable 
Lords of the Court, and Lauricius, Governor of Province, afEfted at 
it for the Emperor. Before they alTembled, the Bifhops, who look- 
ed upon thole of the Weft as Sabellians, (p) becaufe they maintained 
the Confnblldmiéillty of the Word, defired St. Hilary to give them aa 
account of his Faith ; but when he had anfwered them, that he be- 
lieved, as the Weftern Church did, in one God under three diftiad 
perlons, they let him take his place with the Bifhops of Egypt, 
who, except George of Alexandria, were all orthodox. 

((j) The firft time of their fitting was the 27th of September, ia 
which having at length r^folvcd, after long difputes, to treat firft of 
matters of Faith, Acacius of Casiarea, who was for making himfelf 
the chief of a p:irty, and was followed by Eudoxius, George of Alex- 
andria, and thirty four others, offered to prefect a new profclRofl 
of Faith, (r) quite contrary to that of Nice ; bat the Semi-Ariao^, 

(n) Athan. lib. de Synod. Socr. !• s. cap. j f . Sever. 1* s. Fort. !n vit S. Hilar* 
(v) Socr. tf) Sever. (9) Socr* E^bi hem» 7^* p 3^^ i!^) Mer. Jîii. t. op. 
31, 32-Hilar*I. coot. Co^ft. " 

who 



BOOK m. The Hifioryof A'SiiAi^isu. 213 

who were above an hundred in number, ftrenuoufly oppofed it, be- ji. D. 
ciufc, excepting the Confubftantiality which was rejeûed by them, 359« 
they approved all the reft of it. Upon which Silvanus of Tarfus 
cried out with all his might, that there was no need of a new Profcf. 
fion of Faith, and that they ought to keep to that of the Dedication 
of Antioch, in which, inftead of Confubfiantial^ it is faid, that the Son 
is the image of the Father's fubftance, without any difference. Then 
the Semi-Arians receiving this propofition with applaufe, ordered it 
to be read immediately. Upon which Acacius went out, followed 
b^ ail that were of his party, and the Profcfljon being neverthelefs 
read in his abfence, the Seffion ended. 

The next day they returned again very early to the Church of 
St. Theoclcs where the Council was held, fully determined to finilh 
what they had fo fuccefsfully begun againft thofe of Acacius's party- 
And having (hut themfelves up there, for fear their ad ver faries (hould 
offer any violence to them, they all fubfcribed to the Profeflion of 
Faith: Acacius making great complaints to Leonas who was his 
friend, read to him his Profeflion in the prcfence of Lauricius, all 
along infifling that it was conformable to that that was drawn up 
in the Emperor's prefence \ (s) and after concerting the matter be- 
tween them, on the third day Leonas aflembled the Bifhops of both 
parties. (r)Macedonius ofConftantinople, Bafilof Ancyra, and fome 
others, who had ftaid in the fuburbs of Seleucia, being under fome 
apprehenfion of their enemies, came thither that day -, and feme 0- 
tbcrs were excluded, whom thofe of Acacius's party pretended were 
incapable of coming there, becaufe they were condemned already. 
As foon as the aflembly opened, Leonas told them, that he had a pe- 
tition to offer, which was given him by Acacius, and that it was 
neccflary that it (hould be read ; to this they confented without 
difficulty, but were very much furprized, when inftead of a petition 
they heard him read Acacius's Profeflion of Faith, in which he re- 
jedcd the Confubftantiality, in oppofition to the Catholicks, the * like- 
nefs in fuhftance againfl: the Semi-Arians, the + unllhnefs^ contrary to 
the Anomasins, and confefled that the Son was like unto iiis Father, 
without adding, in all things^ as in the ProfefTion of Sirmium. This 
was tile t^nthConfeflion, made by a third party of Acacians, between 
the Semi-Arians and the pure Arians, though in reality they did not 

0) Epîph. (0 Socr. lib. 2. cap. 31. (*) iyiouji^y \ dviuu^y. 
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A. D. differ at all from thefb la(t, who made no difficulty of allqvjring, as 
35P. well as Acacius^ a refemblance in Will, which was what nobody diC> 
puted. For all the queftion was, whether the Sqo was like unto 
the Father in the Divine nature and his peculiar attributes, which 
the Acacians denied, as well as the Anomaeans*, but thefe ufing with- 
out diigulfc certain expredions that were too harib and (hocl^iog to 
Conllantius, who would by no means ajlow it to be faid, that the 
Son of God was unlike to his Father, ^nd but a creature, Acacias 
and his followers foftened them for a while, in order to procure 
the Emperor's favour, but omitted not to r^jçâ them upon the firit 
occalion, and openly to declare for thç very blafpbemies of pure A- 
rianifm, which they only difguifed in other terms. 

This Profeffion of Faith being read, was immediately (igned by 
Acacius and the thirty ûx Bifbops that followed him, but all the reft 
protefted againfl: it, and began to difpute, in a tumultuous manner, 
with the Acacians. And the difpute that arofe amongfl; them lad- 
ing till night, and even all the day following, with a great deal of 
diforder: Leonas broke up the aflcmbly, and would by no means re- 
turn thither the follo\ying day, faying, with contempt, that he was 
fcnt by the Emperor to affift at a peaceable and well-ordered Coun- 
cil, and that if they pleafed they might go into the Church without 
him to difpute, or rather trifle, according to cuftom. Thefe are the 
very terms in which he fpoke. The Acacians taking this opportu- 
nity to bring themfclves off", refufed to cooje again to the Council; 
upon which the reft being aflembled, after having, to no purpoft, 
cited them to anfwer to the crimes of which they were accufed, they 
pronounced fentence of depofition againft them, and made a depu- 
tation to the Emperor to give him an account of it. 

But the Acacians had already prevented them, and being arrived 
at Gonftantinople before them, whither Conftantius was come from 
Sirmium, they found it no difficulty to get an afcendant over him, 
and to pcrfuade him, as they did, that Bafil of Ancyra, with thofc 
of hisfaâion, had hindered the peace, which was making through- 
out the Church, according to the profeffion of Faith which was made 
by agreement in his prelence at Sirmium. Upon which the Empe- 
ror, by the advice of Acaciu», immediately aflembled a Synod of 
the neighbouring Biffiops, and particularly of tbofe of Bitbynia ; 
where were prefent the fix deputies from the Council of Seleucia, 
aooiongft whom was Bafil, Euftathius of Sabafta, Eulufius of Cyxicos, 

and 
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and Sylvanus of Tarfus. Acatius there propofed another f^rofef- -4. A 
fion of faith which was the eleventh, and in which was rejeQed not 357- 
only the Confuhflantiality and Ukfnefs of fubjlance^ as in the third of 
Sirmium, but alfo the fcy/^^/^ry, the /?/i/r^r»rf , ox ferfonality^ (w) becaufe 
the Scripture takes no more notice of them, in regard to God, than 
of fubftance, and they only fimply incerted, that the Son was God 
of God, like unto the Father which begat him, without adding the 
term in all things. However Conftantius, who was then governed 
by Acacius, would have it figned : which (jc) Bafil not being able to 
bear, no more than that pure Arianifm Ihould be thus infenfibly 
cftablifhed again, he was about to fpeak to the Emperor with the 
fame freedom that he formerly allowed him. But he foon percei- 
ved that he was prepofTefled to his difadvantage ; for upbraiding 
liim with being an incendiary, and one that difturbed the peace of 
the Church, he commanded him to be filent. 

Euftathius rcprefented to him that all this was nothing but Eu- 
doxius's artiSces, who had a mind to eftablifh again the herefy of 
the Anomaeans, whole proteftor he was, and Jo evince it, he produ- 
ced one of his profeflions of Faith, in which he not only aflerted, 
but al(b endeavoured to prove, that the Son was unlike to his Fa- 
ther. Eudoxius, without being furprized, impudently replied, by 
openly denying that it was his, affirming that Aetius was the au- 
thor of it, and protefting that he was ready to condemn it. The 
Emperor who had a mind to be informed of the truth, com- 
manded them to fend for Aetius, who was always attending upon 
bis patron. When they had given him an account of it, be hefi- 
tatcd at firft, but foon after recovering himfelf by Eudoxius's being 
prelent, who kept his countenance^ and thinking that he had pro- 
cured their approbation of it, he boldly declared that he was the 
author of it \ which he had no fooner done, when Conftantius, who 
abhorred that impiety, baniflied him immediately to a defert place 
in Phrygla^ and the Acacians, facrificing him to their intereft, fo- 
lemnly pronounced an anathema againfl: him. 

But what molt to be admired was, that Eulnfîus and Sylvanus 
difputing warmly againft Acadus's profeflTion of Faith, were fo con- 
vinced by the force of truth, which difplayed it felf, notwithftand- 
ing that they maintained, by their arguments, to the Emperor's 

fi} Aj^ Sotr» ibid. & Athan. lib.deSyn. (x) Tlfeodor* lib* 2. cap* 27. 
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j4. D. face, that fuppofing that he believed, as he faid he did, ia oppofi- 
359v tion to the Anomxins, that the Son of God was not a Creature 
or from nothing, or of a diffèrent efTence from his Father, it mult 
jiecefTirily follow that he was not only like in fubftance, but alfa 
confubJtantUL They had no fooner pronounced this word, than 
there was a terrible noife raifed in the aflembly by the Acacians,, 
who exclaimed againfl: them \ and the Emperor flying into a great 
paffion, threatened them with banifliment, if they dTd not retraft. 
immediately. Bat thofe two worthy Bifhops, having after a won- 
derful manner, fuddenly become Catholicks from Semi- Arians which 
they were before, and fome others after their example, quitting 
the parry of the Arians, bravely anfwered him, that it was in his 
power to take away their lives, but not to deprive them of the 
true Faith, and the ancient doctrine of their Anceftors, which they 
would never forfake. Upon which the Emperor caufed them to be 
depofed, and gave the Bilhoprick of Cyzîcusto Eunomius, who was 
Secretary to Aetius, and the intimate friend of Eudoxius, But that 
was not put in execution, becaufe the City, who had a great valcc 
for their Bilhop, oppofed it, and that fo effeftually as to keep him 
with them ; which they did alfo at another time, as will be feen in 
what follows. 

The Acacians being defirous to improve fo favourable an oppor-, 
tunity as was offered them, from the humour that Conffantius was 
then in, {y) failed not to be even with their adverfaries, and to 
depofe them for divers feigned or real crimes, of which they caufed 
them to be acculed, and this was no difficult matter becaufe, to fay 
the truth, the greateft part of the Arian Bifliops, as well the accu- 
fcrs, as thofe who were accufcd, were a very wicked fort of Men, 
who made no diflicnlty of committing the molt horrid crimes, fo 
that they could but procure thcmfclvcs fatisfaâîon. The chief of thofe 
who were condemned was Bafil of Ancyra, Euftathius of Sebafta, 
in whofe places they put Athanalius and Melitius, who became af- 
terwards great defenders of the Nicene faith-, Maccdonius of Con- 
ftantinople, (jC) againft whom Conftantius was already much cxaf- 
pcrated upon another account, namely, for the great diforders which 
he caufed in the Imperial city, whefi he undertook to move the bo- 
dy of Conftantine the great to another church, (4) and St. Cyril 

(jf) Sozom, lib. a. cap* 34. Sozom. 1. 4f. cap. tj* ^K ) ^ozom* 1. 4* cap. ao. 
(i) Sozom* cap* 24. 
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of jcrofilctn, to wbota Acacias wis j dccUrcd eacsT, becicf? Cy- A^ p, 
ril being oalj aa haacnry Pitriiixb, and fib^^d to trC Chcrch of i <c, 
Cxlarca, he eodeaTOCted to wkbilriir hiaiftif fro3! thjt jarif^iitior, 
and to obtaia tbc rijfcts of a Metre poîiua kimfclf. The cricres c: 
wbicb they aocnlèd bioi are glorious mirks of his rirtae, asd of the 
ifltegritj of his Faitb, ia cppoStjoD to their d'nmnies, who hive 
reckoned him atnooeft the Seaii-Ariias : For he wis accufeJ cf 
roaiotaioiog the Coafab^iniiilitY of rhe Word, and of hiving (oU 
the ikh oroamects which were zirea to the church by Conflinrii.e 
the great. In truth, the holy Pirriircb hid done this to provide fofte- 
Dance for the poor ia a year of famine ^ and Acacius having heard 
that a CooBediiQ had made a inigni&cent habit of a piece of gold 
tiflbe, which formerly ferved the Patriarch for a cope, and thit (he 
had bought it of a Merchant, to whom Sr. Cyril hid fold ir, he 
made this a crime for which he was depofed. They pet Hcrcntlus 
into hisphce- and rhat wicked wretch Eadokics, as a rccompctxe 
for his treachery, was pot into the plice of Micedonias. And {c) 
to compleat the criamph of the Acacims, Ulphilas Bifbop of the 
Goths, who was then at Conftantinople, and fit in the council, re- 
ceived their Confcflion out of compliifince, though he held the Ki- 
cenc faith, which he had hitherto followed, having received it from 
Theophilos his predecefTor, who was prefect at the great council of 
Nice, In (hort, ConHmtius, who woiUd hive the abfclute difpcfal of 
matters of Faith, as well as of the afTiirs of his Empire, fo far ap- 
proved this form, that he fent it to Rimini (c) to be figncd by the 
Wcftern Bilhops, whom he ftill kept there as fo many prifoncrs. 

For whilft the Arians held the two Councils of Seleucia and Ccn- 
fhantinople, the famous Council of Rimini was celebrated in Italy, 
(^ confining of above four hundred BiOiops, who came together 
from all the provinces of the Weft, and araongft whom there was 
but abdut fourfcore Arians. The Emperor had given orders to Tau- 
rus, governor of Province, not to let them ftir out of the City till 
they had all agreed upon one profeflTion of Faith, and promifed to 
make him Conful if he brought it about. Moreover he commanded 
him to fupply them with plenty of all things that were neceilary 
for their Journey -, which every one of them accepted of, except the 

(b) Socr. lib. 2. cap« 33. Sozom. lib. 4* cap* sj» (0 Achia. lib* de Syncd. 
Cd) See. lib* 2. 
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^' D. Biflhops of Gaul, who, for fear of pawnirfg their Liberty, tiioégte 
359- it more honourable to come at their own cxpencc. Vincent of Cipna, 
who had returned to his duty by renouncing the CknnmunioB of thé 
Arians, together with Liberius, came thither to reprefèot thatPre^ 
late, as he had done thirty years before for Silvefter at the Council 
of Nice. At firft the Arians feparated themfcives from the Catbo- 
licks. Thcfe met in the principal Church, and thofe in another pri- 
vate one. (^) The Letters of Conftantius were read by both parties, 
which gave orders to treat in the firfl: place of matters of Faitb, 
and afterwards to hear the caufes of thofe Bifliops who either madt 
complaints or were accufcd. 

After this, Valens and Urfacius, accompanied by Gerraanicos, 
Auzentius, Caius, and Demophilus, came to the aflembly of the Ca« 
tholicks ; and Valens, who was appointed to carry the third Con. 
feffion of Sirmîum, prefenting it to the Fathers, in the Emperor's 
name, told them That as his Majefty had approved it, he expeôed 
them, all prcceeding forms being aboliflied, to receive it alfo, ac- 
cording to the plain fenfe of the words, without any farther difpat- 
ing about our Myfteries through vain fubtleties, more becoming So- 
philters than Chriftians, and without introducing unknown words, 
and novel expreflions, which occaHoned fo much trouble and icandal. 
By this he plainly hinted at the word Confubftantial^ inftead of whicbf 
without making any farther mention of fubftance, he would have 
inferred only that the Son was like to the Father in all things. The 
Council after having taken time to conlider that Form, and to ga* 
ther the votes, anfwered the Deputies: (f) *' That the Fathers 
** were not aflembled to be inftruûed over-again in what they were 
** to believe, becaufe by the Grace of God they had the true Faith, 
^^ but only to confound and condemn thofe who endeavoured to cor- 
** rupt it by their innovations- That it was therefore neccflary for 
^^ them to join with the Council, in order to anathematize, with one 
*' confent, all hercfies whatfoever, beginning with that of Arius. 
** And that to prevent fceking nev«r occafions, as they daily did, for 
** aflembling of Councils, they ought to obfcrve inviolably the dc- 
^ terminations of the Nicene Fathers, whofe Creed contained aU 
^ that could be (aid, or that was neceOary to be believed^ upon the 
^ point in debate." 

(0 Sotom .Kb. 4. cap. i^. (/; Athan. 1. de Syn. p. 53p. 
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Thcfe Deputies, furprized at this anfwer, having replied that they j1. D. 
vould never confent to fign any other Form than that which they 359 
^ad prefented, the Council proceeded to vote; after which they 
declared, with one confent, and without any one's differing from the 
commoa opinion, that they ought inviolably to keep to the décidons 
of the Council of Nice, (^) which fully contained what was to be be- 
lieved upon the point in difpute. That they ought to retain chc 
terms Confubftantial and Suh/fancc, and preferve their fîgnifîcation as 
an unmoveable point of Faith. That Valens and Urfacius, Germa- 
nicus^ Auxentius and Caius, who, in the Form which they had pre- 
feoted, maintained a new doôrine, which was quite contrary to that 
of the Council, were Hereticks, and cut off" from the Communion of 
the Church. To this they added anathemas againft the deteftable doc- 
trine of Arius, which they reduced to a certain number of propolî- 
tions ; afterwards they fent ten Deputies to Conftantius, in which 
•after having reprefented to him the reafon of the Sentence which 
they pronounced, they befought him, to give the nccefTary orders 
for their return, and to hold fait to what the Church had determin- 
ed ever fince the time of Conftantihe the great, without obliging 
them for the future, to leave their feveral Churches to afltmble in 
Councils which, they faid, after that of Nice, were entirely ufelefs. 
But the Arians, who held a ieparate Council, fent Urfjcius and 
Valens, with eight other Deputies likewife to Court, who arrived before 
thcfe of the Council, and perfuaded the Emperor, who was very 
much exafperated that they would not receive the Form of Sirmium, 
to detain the Bifbopsa great while at Rimini, giving him hopes that 
the inconveniencies which they fuffered there would tire them at 
length) and force them to come to an accommodation, {h) He there- 
fore wrote to the Council, a great while after, that he could not 
give audience to their Deputies, whom he had ordered to flop at A- 
drianople, till he returned from the war, which he was obliged to 
wage with the Barbarians, who had entered into the territories of 
the Empire. That after he had heard them at leifure, out of the 
hurry of a war, he would fignifie his pleafure to the Fathers of the 
Council of Rimini, where they were to expeû bis orders. The Fathers 
returned him anfwer, with no lefs refolution than rcfpcd, that what 
they had determined in the Council, and given him an account of 

(g) Athan. lib. de Synod. Hilar, pag. lib. a. Sever. 1. a. Soïom. lib. 4. c. 163 & 
18. (*) Socr, lib. 2. cap. 29. Soxom. 1. 2. cap* i8« Theodor. 1. 2. c 10. 

by 
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j4. D. by their Deputies, they would never alter j and that they then moll 
359- humbly intreated him, fince there was no farther bufinefs for them, 
to permit them to return, before the winter, to their Churches, 
which could not bear the abfencc of their Pallors for fo long a time. So 
that from that time it might be faid, that theConncil of Rimini was 
ended. 

Conftantiuç, who had a mind to triumph over thatConncil, inftead 
of going againft the Barbarians, began the war which be defigned 
to make upon thofe Bifhops. To this purpofe he cauled the Court 
Bifhops, with thofe in the Neighbourhood, and the ten Arian de- 
puties, to aflemble at Nice, a little town in Thracia, where he had 
the form of Sirmium confirmed i Valens, who was then in favour, 
having caufed the term, in all tkin^s^ which difpleafed him, to be 
taken out of it, leaving no more than that fingle expreflion by which 
(i) the Son was acknowledged to be like the Father v and then he made 
great boafts of it after a Very ridiculous manner, calling it the Ni- 
cene faith. Afterwards they undertook to have it figoed by the 
deputies of the Council, who were mod of them young men-, and 
they ufed fuch threatnings with them, and oflered them fo many 
indignities, befides all that they fufTered from the feverity of the 
winter feafon, that they confented at length to receive that pro- 
feffion of Faith, after which the Emperor fent them back to Rimioi, 
together with Valens and the ten Arian deputies, to oblige the Ca- 
tholick BiOiops to fubfcribe to it. 

They had already been detained there likeprifoners feveral month?, 
undergoing extraordinary hardftiips, without any form of a council, 
or appearance of liberty, remaining. For (k) Taurus the governor 
had orders to detain them aptives till they had figned, and to fend 
the mop obllinate into banilhmentj if they did not exceed the num- 
ber of fifteen. They neverthelefs perfifted ft ill in their firft refola- 
tion, and at that time even refufed to receive their own deputies 
to communion with them. But that refolution did not laH. For 
the example of the deputies corrupted a great many, who together 
with them, joined them felves to Valens and the Arians^ who, grow- 
ing ftout by the fucccfs of their affairs, feized the great church where 
the Catholicks ufed before to aflemble : The intreaties and threjt- 
nings of Taurus daily gained over fome, who increafed the pirty 
of Valens -, fo that they all began to ftagger in their rtfolution i 

(/) Socr.Ub. s. cap. 29. Thcod. I. a, ai. Hilar, p. id. Agxcn. Athan. Efic 
ad Afric. {i) Sever* h i. 

and 



BOOK Ht. The Hijlary of Ail xv I ssR iii 

ind there hardly remained any but Phacbadas of Agea and Serra^ ji. I>1 
tins of Tongres, who prevented the reft from deferting, by pro- 35P* 
telling that they would rather undergo banifliment and the moft 
croel punilhment, than receive the Arian form, when Valent re- 
Iblved with himfelf to fpcàk to- them after this manner: (0 ** Will 
^* you then alone hinder the Weftern church firom -uniting with 
^^ that of the Baft, under the falfe pretence whtclf ybu make, of 
'* detefting an herefy, which in regard to us is only rmaginary ? 
^ ipi) We condemn Arius, and Ariani(m,'8nd are Catholifcks as well 
^* as yod« All that we defifê is tor àtoid exwefliohs tiïat art Hot 
'^ in Scripture, and which are the aiufe ot our ^ dtibrders. Make 
^ no mention of (n) fuBfinftcej nor hyftfiafisj 'nM-TMcrn^j nor con-' 
^^ fubfiéÊmiédj which Vre never named in Scripture, and then propofe 
^^ what you will for us to acknowledge or condemn, and we are 
^^ ready co do it, and to be the firft to anathdraatize the errors of 
^ Arius, which you lay to our charge." Thereupon he began, with 
a loud voice, to pronounce anathema's agàinft'àll the blafphemies 
of Arius one after another; and every one anfwered him with 
great acclamations. Afterwards he added ^ (#) ^^ Do you deiire any 
^^ thing more ? That which you have molt? «it he Art is the condition of 
^ a creature, which you imagine that we afcrlbe' to the Son of 
^^ God. To remove that pretence alfo, and to obligé yoii after 
^ that to unite your felves with us, and fubfcribe all together to 
1^ the iame confefllon of faith, I declare to you that we acknow- 
l^rtedgjB'ShaK the Word is God, begotten of God before all time, 
^^ und. that he is not a creature^ .^tbetcreatnres krcj (p) and who- 
^^ ibevcr fliall fay that the Son !of God is a creature as other crea- 
^^ turcs are, let him be an anathema." . 

Then the whole chiûch rcfoundcd: with the voicelof the Bifhops 
of tx>th parties, who repeated, the; fame; and eyery one applauded 
Vakns for finding out the means of unitiDg thej^o Churches. For 
the Catholicks thought that they biad vcriji: /iihccrely renounced A- 
rianifm, by confeflfing that the Son of God was not a creature; 
and thereupon, without farther examination into the ipatter, over* 
joyed at having as they thought, fb çoodan pppôrtsnity, M re- 

il) S^w, 1. a- W HUr. Dili; idMiw licif. -^ '-' •V»! SçTotà. 1. -^ 

Cap.. It (0 S^cr. (/)^«ier.'iKdJ:L r ^ /.^ .v'^ 7 ^ 

G g leafing 
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Jt D. releafiag tbemfelves ftom the flaTcry ooder which they grotned, 
359« and which wai become iofupportablef they cooleoted to fopprefi 
the term Canfrbfiéimiéd^ and returned to thehr Churchct, giving room 
to the Arians to report about, as they did, that the Gopncil of Ri. 
mini, which in reality had cea(êd a long time, had; abojlfted the KI- 
cene faith, and dectattd the Word to be a Çreatnre. 

In truth, as ibon as the Fathers were «pithdrawn, Vakns boaficd 
that he had drawn the Fathers of Rimini into his opinion» That it 
was not laid, that the Son of God was not a creatnre, but that he 
was not a creature araU other creatures aff, and: tint: that itiUf was 
acknowledging that he was fo in ttUSCy biift mnch mmc eiceHent 
than others, and in a degree of perfeâion which they did not arrift 
to. So that thofe Fathers, who befidea had balely ftppreflcd the 
term (r) Confrh^éimiéil^ which was the mark of the Catholick religiofl, 
perceived at laft, when it was too late, that equivocation and the 
heretical turn that was given to thole words, wtiich they had, fim- 
ply and honeftly, underftood in a Catholick ftnfe ;; and tbey wers 
in the utmofl: concern at it. And it was then that the worid, n 
St. Jerome fays, was extremely furprized^ to find themlelvcs of i 
fiidden, whether they would or no^ become Arians» tfaoogh tbqf 
were not fo in reality, becanft the Bilhops and their people always 
profefled the Catholick truth ; and their feeming toembrace Ariaufin 
proceeded merely from eqpivocal words^ which might eafily be witftcd 
in favour of that dodrine v which was the grounds of the trimnphng 
of the Arians, who took occaCon from thence, tomakeitbeliefeilfbit 
a whole Ocecumenical council had approved their dodrine, and re- 
jeâed the Kicene confeillon» But it is very certain, that, as that Oomu 
cil, whilfl: its liberty remained, (/)* was deemed lawful, received by 
the Church, and apj^auded by the Fathers ; ib, as foon at it had en* 
tirely loft its liberty, after having declared that there wa» noâttug 
farther to be done, it was no longer any other than a wretched 
AiTembly, compofed of Arians, who aâed as Tyrants, and Tome Gatho- 
licks over whom they tyrannized, (0 and that the fame holy Fathers 
who have applauded the beginning of that aflemUy, abhorred it in 
the end, calling it {m) the remains of a Council. 

(r) Dial. tin. Lucifer, fi) ikliin< lik de Svood. & Bpift. id Afrlc. Anfcrw. 
^ 39. ad Vdoif. (0 Acbaa* ihid»^ Achiot ad Afiic» C«} Sever* !• a. Asnft. 

Bot 
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(x) Bot in the mean time the Arians valaed themrelves mightily > A* 
upon it; and as they called their meeting at Pbilippopolis, the 359. 
coancil of Sardica; fo fapprefling as much as they could the true 
coaocil of Rimini, where anathema's were thundered out againft 
them by the general content of all the Fathers, they gave that il- 
loftrious title to this laft aflembly, which was without order, with* 
out form, without approbation, without liberty, and confequently 
without authority. Conftantius alfo having received the laft deter- 
minations of that Council, was €0 well pleafed with them, that he 
confirmed them out of hand, by virtue of the power which he aflbm- 
ed Co faimfelf of abfolutely deciding matter^ of Faith, (^) and began 
to perfuade bimfelf, that that was the only means to make all things 
quiet, becaule abolifbing the words Stèfiànee^ and ConfvhfiantiéU^ is 
the only means, faid he, not to make nfe of terms that are not in 
Scripture ; and imploying the word Lik9 inftead thereof, was er« 
prefBng the lame thing after a difierent manner -, fo that both (ides 
may be latlsfied. Thus did be bliiidly argue, becauft inftead of aâ* 
iog the part of an Emperor, he took upon him that of a Biihop, 
ud determined about what he did not uoderftand. For there is a 
ytcf wide difference between thole two terms, and between the 
Clu^ which they fignify \ and the Acacians, who defired nothing 
Bore foe the eftablilhing of their berefy, and did not think that the 
Fatben of Rimini would have proceeded fo far, faid, with great en- 
comiums, (x*) that there was nothing better intended than the Form 
of Rimini. Upon which the Emperor undertook to have it figned 
by all the Bilbops, who were at that time aflembled at Conftantino- 
]4e, and by the Semi» Arians themfelves, who were come from Se« 
leoda, and protefted that they would never give up the term («) 
Hmmtin^^ or SiAfténci. But they had not courage enough to refift 
tke Emperor, who, though the next day, being the firft of the 
year, he was to perform the ceremony of making thé new CooruH 
nevcrthelefs (pent all that day, and great part of the night in cauf^ 
ing the Bifliops to fublcribe to the Form of Rimini, to which the A. 
cacians farther added, that from thence* forward, when Ood was 
fpoke of, no more mention Ihould be made either of EJfence or 

■ 

(x) M» 1. I. c. 3. (j) SoxoOL 1. 4; cap. st| aj, (0 Sozoin* cap. ii. (*) 

G g 2 StAftéMce^ 
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'j1. p. Avf^yf 4krri ' ' aAfl that ill other Forms whatibevcr, even thole that 
S.59* might afterwards be made, flionld be fappreflTed from that momeiit 
All things being thus performed, to the great iàtisfaâbD of the 
Arians, Valens received orders from the Emperor, to oblige the lu- 
lian Biihops, vcho were notât the Comidl, to; ^a the «Form, and 
to drive all thole from their Churches who ihabld refiiieto obey. 
This related chiefly to Liberius Bifhop of Rome, (^) againft whom 
Fotamius and Epiâetus, the moft infolenC amoogft the Arians» bad 
very much declaimed at Rimini, (b) Valens âUed not to acquit 
himfelf very exaâly of a commiflion whidh was fo agreafade to him, 
and which he himfelf had procured. He did Ms utmoft to perfuade 
Liberius, but he found him quite another man from what he was 
at Berasa and Sirmium. That holy Prelate^ who had re-aflbmed all 
the courage which he had at Milan, when he withftood Conftantios, 
was under no appreheniions of being prevailed upon by the threats 
of Valens, who finding him determined in his refblution of maintaining 
the Council of Nice even unto Deaths and of always condemning 
the Arians, caufed him to be driven out of Rome^CO upon leaving 
which, the holy Bifhop, that he might be the nearer to bis Flock» 
hid himfelf in the Catacombs, where he continued itill after the death 
of Conftantius. . : / 

This was the fignal of the perftcution which ihe catholick Kfliops 
underwent from the Arians, whom they endeavoured by force and 
all manner of iD ufage, to fubfcribe to the laft determinations o^ 
Rimini. But if they made feme of them yield,' they alfo made a 
great.many become Martyrs, andCdnftflbrsof JesUS CHRIST, 
amongft whom^ to omit innumerable others, the chief were (i) Gau- 
dentius Bilhop of Rimini, whom they killed' by ftoning Mm, and 
beating him with clubs, becaufe be publickly excommunicated the 
Arians; (#) Rufinian, a very holy Bilhop, whom that cruel and' 
infolent man Epiftetus (/; compelled to run before his chariot, 
till his veins burfting by the violence of the motion he expired; 
and Maxhnus Bi/hop of Naples, who was driven into Baniftment, 
notwithftanding the weak condition which he was thea in, and who ne-. 

^WAp* Hilar mfriifm. C^) Sozom. 1. 4. cap. i8. (0 Aa Liber. C^; Mar- 
ly ï Rom. W vid. Tin p. j^. (J) Morfcel dc Schûm. VrcU. fc Damas. 

Yerthelcfi 
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vcrthcleft had ftrcngth enough left to thunder out an anathema at A. D. 
parting, with a terrible voice, againft Zozimus, whom the Arians i^o. 
put in bis place. 

It is alfo faid, that fo juft an excommunication foon took effeft. 
For as he attempted to celebrate the holy myfteries in the great 
Church, his tongue came out of his mouth quite to the root, fb 
that he could not draw it in again till he was got out of the church j 
this happening to him (everal times, he was forced to quit the place 
which he (kcrilegioufly poflefled. Mor can it be faid that this is 
one of thofe wonderful accidents, which are much more eallly re- 
lated aad hearkened to, than proved and believed *, for he that 
left QS an account of this wonder in writing, at the fame time that 
it happened) teHs us very wifely, that he does not expeâ it to be 
believed upon his word ^ but that Zozimus was then ftill alive, and 
in good! bealthi having the free u(ê of his fpeech and reafon ; that 
be might be examined about the truth of it*, and that therefore he 
ihould not be fo ralh as to alledge fuch a thing of one who might put 
faim to fliame, by confuting it if there was any room for a denial. 
I- think, alfo that I may be allowed to fay, that, when I report 9r 
miracle of (bch moment, nobody, even amongfl: the mod increduT 
loQS^ (bOQld take upon them to accufe me of weaknefs. 

Bnt the moft furprizing of any thing at this )undure is, that, a- 
mongft ib many holy Bifhops that were exiled and punilhed, St. Hi- 
lary fflioiild be fent back to his Church. For being about to return to 
Gonftintinople with the other Bifbops of the Synod of Seleucia, he 
preCrnted three petitions to the Emperor, to give him leave to diP* 
pate with ths Arians in his prefence. But they being afraid of his 
knowledge and* ibarpnefs of wit, managed matters (b dextroufly 
with the Emperor to prevent this ftroke, that he fent him back in- 
to Gaul, yet without revoking his fentence of banilhment, and, as 
it is very probable, without having feen the Book which that hol^ 
Bifliop wrote againfl: him, in a Itile, which certainly in thefe days, 
would not be approved in an Author writing againfl: a private per- 
fon, even bis enemy, much lefs in a fubjeft againfl his fovereign,* 
though he were a more open enemy to Religion than Conftantius; 
Bat this is to Ihew us that we mufl; not imagine that Saints, who 
are men like our felves, are without faults, or that all their aâions 
are patteriis for our imitation. 
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ji. D. VVhilfl; they were now perfecotiag the Wcftern Bilbopi fi> cnieBy, 
3^0. there arofe a much more dangerous perlectition in the Eaft, by reafim 
of a new herefy, which being one of the conlèqoenccs of AriuifiDi 
was likewiie foon adopted by the Arians. It was that of Macedo- 
niosy who was firft depoled from the See of Goattaotinoplc, and 
from an Heretick and Semi-Arian, which he was before, becaae 
faimftlf the broacher of an berefy, by denying the Dhrioity of the 
Holy Ghofb, and maintaining that be was no more thaa a %irit 
created equal to the Angels, to be the inftmoieot of the Son. The 
Bilhops whom the Acacians had condemned at the Cooadl of Coo- 
ftantinople, joined themfelves to his party, which fbon made m nry 
conCderable progrefs, becanfe the Bilhops that were of it^ CKOcptiag 
Macedonins, who died (bon after, and Bad of Ancyra, Eleofiis of 
Cyzicns, and Eultathias of Sebalta, were men whole fêemuig lânâi- 
ty and anfterity, eaGly fedaced the people, who nfiially ^odgie of 
the purity of (g] mens fiiith and doârine by their rriigioos and ai- 
ftere appearance. 

This is what gave the molt reputaâon to this new iê&, |)artieiiiir« 
ly in the perfon of a man of quality named Marathoaius, who^ 
ha^ng quitted the office of Pay matter of the army, in which he had 
acquired great riches, was grown one of thofe remaikable defotosi 
who are for nothing but what is extraordinary, in order to gJi W"- 
guilh themfehres from the vulgar, and fo eaCly cootie into any iman 
vation. This man therefore, after he had gained abondance of ere» 
dit, by the ads of charity, which he puUicMy perforaed ia Us 
Tifits to the lick and poor, of whom he txxk a great deal of cait, 
went and pat himfelf under the direftion of Enftathiiis Bifliop itf Se- 
bafta, who led a very aufterelife, together with certain Mod» whoa 
he inftraâed,and who blindly followed his opinion. Marathooiai,.f>leaf* 
ed with the manner of Life of this heretical Bifliop^ {daced himfelf 
amongft his Monks, and fo devoted himfelf to bis herefy, iacrificiag 
to him an his intereft and riches for the advancement of it, that he 
canlcd a Monaftery to be built at Conftantinople^ on purpofe to briag 
tip perfons to fupport that party, which he incmUcd To onich thai 
it was for ibme time even called by his naaiCi 

(<} SotoQu If 4« cap. %9. 

Moreover, 
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Moreover, Eunomias looking upon himfelf as a Bifliop^ with A. D. 
boldnefs and impunity publiflicd the impiety of Aetius ; and on the Smo- 
other fide Eodoxius and Âcacios of Csfarea, under pretence of caufing 
the form of Rimini to be every where received, endeavoured alfo for 
their parts, bot with greater artifice, to re-eftablifh thegrofler Ari* 
anifm, becaufe they added to that Form certain claufes by way of 
explanations through which they inftnfibly fpread that poyfon. And 
as Melitius, whom they had made (h) Patriarch of Antioch in the place 
of Eudoxios, believing that he would fécond their endeavours, began 
to preach the Nicene Faith, having been fuddenly converted by a 
ibrfe of t miracle, they dfove bim from bis fèc» and put (i) Bunonios 
the firfl: difciple of Arius into bis place. It was upon this occafion 
that the AcacianS) who had already got the ablblute afcendant over 
Goaftantius, throwing off the mask, openly declared that the Son of 
God was not like to his Father ; which was what that Prince,, 
who always^ before expreOed a great abhorrence of that blafphemy 
of the Anomaeans would never fbfftr tin then. Thus, after having held 
fo nuny; pretended councils of his Arians, in which twelve dif- 
ferent Profeflions were made, within lefs than twenty years fpace, ^ ^ 
from the firft that was made at the dedication at Antioch, be at 
length permitted the very worft of them to be publiihed in that wretch- 
•d conncil of Antioch, which was the laft that he had afTembled. For 
wfailft he was fo fcandaloufly difturbing the Chriftian religion, God 
raifed him np a Rival ^nd an Enemy in his own bo(bm, who di-» 
ftnrbed not only his Empire, but the whole qniet of his Life, which < 
be loft at length going to revenge that enterprize. 

It was now five years fince (A) Julian, with great reputation, firft 
made war in -Gaul and Germany againft the Barbarians, whom he had^ 
overcome in feveral battles, when Gonftantios, who woold ntiP 
willingly allow any one but himftlf to gain fo mnch gltey^ ende^-^ 
Toored to drafi^ off his beft troops from him, giving orders for their 
marching into the Eaft, under pretence that he bad» occafion for • 
them in the war againft the Perfians. But the Soldiers* who loved 
Julian, and were not pleafed with Conftantiur, having refbiêd to- 
obey, and feeing tbemfelves very much prefled by the officers that 
were lent to condoâ them, went in a tumultuous manner into Paris 

(V) Sozom. 1. 4» c. aa« 28» (1) Adua. lib* dc fyo. (h) Ammitn* Zafi h i. 
MirceU I* 3i. 

and 
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ji. D. and furrounded the palace of Julian, and prcx:laiining him Aognftus, 

360. forced him to accept the Empire, which he refufed either cot of 

duty, or out of cunning feemed to do fo, the better to engage the 

foldiers to fupport the choice which they had made. 

Coaftantius recieved this news at Cacfarea ia Cappadoda, as he 
was going with his army againfl: the Perfians. He flew into a very 
great paflion, and was in difpute fome time, whether kayiog the 
Perfians he Ihould not turn his arms againft Julian. But not doubting bot 
that he (hould eafily put an end to this, as he had done to other U- 
iurpers he continued his march. He even ufed very dilciainfiilly, 
fome time after, the Âmbaflàdors who were fent by Julian to give 
him an account of what had happened at Paris, and to defiré him 
to allow of bis being his Colleague in the Empire, becaufe it was 
impoflible for him to kinder bis army from proclaiming him £mpe« 
ror. But he fent them back abruptly with no other aofwer bat 
only this, that Julian (hould not fail to be divefted with all fpeed of 
the (0 enfigns of the Empire, and be fatisfied that he was fo favour- 
able to him as to give him his life. After which he went to the 
war againft the Per flans, where having, according to cuftom, obtained 
great advantages, he. came and pafled the winter at Aotioch. 

But Julian took quite different meafures. For, fn from quittiog 
the Empire, he celebrated the fifth year of his being Cclar in Roy- 
al robes, wearing a Diadem of precious ftones. And to fccurc to 
himfelf the people of the Well:, who were zealoufly aflêôed to the 
true Chriftian religion, he on the Epiphany folemnly alDltcd at 
the Divine myfleries, (m) though he had already renounced Chritti- 
anity in his heart, and facrificed privately in the night-time to I- 
dois, with his mofl intimate friends : Which (hews that that prince, 
who in other refpefts, was mafler of great qualifications, b$d no 
other Religion than that which was convenient for his iîiteréft or 
fatisfied his paflions. After this, hayiag appeafed the. Gauls,' and 
fecured Italy, he marched into Pannonia, refolving to purfue his 
purpofe, and to go and attack his enemy even in the Eaft, per- 
ceiving plainly, that he had now no terms to make ; and that he 
mufl of neceffity either die or conquer. ; ' - 

Conflantius having heard this news at Ede/Ta, in.Mcfapotaini*^ 
wTnther he had advanced to fight Sapores King of Perfia if be at- 

C/; ZofiQi. (w) Ammîan. ' ' '. 

tempted 
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tempted to pafs the Tygris, was very much at a lofs what to do : jt, D. 
For on the one fide he durfl: not turn bick, for fear of having a 3<^i. 
powerful enemy behind him, who was become infolent by the ad- 
vantages that he had gained over him the lalt year^ and on the o* 
ther fide if be went about to dare him, he had reafon to fear that, 
whillt he was, to nopurpofe, defending the Empire againfl: a ftranger, 
his own relation would ufurp it from him. In this perplexed (late 
he relblved to divide his troops, one part of which he fent im- 
mediately to Thrace againlt Julian ; but the Hidden retreat of Sa- 
pores, whobecaufe he bad not bad good omens, led back his army in- 
to Perfia, delivered him from his perplexity, and made him refolve 
to fet forward at that very inftaot with all bis forces againfl: the 
rebels, not in the leafl: doubting of viâory, fo confident was he 
both of the courage expreflfed by his army, whom he had bar- 
raa^ued, and of his own good fortune, by which he had always 
been viâorious in civil wars. He proceeded therefore by long 
marches, giving orders about every thing with the greatefl: ca^ 
gernefi imaginable, till arriving at Tarfus, he felt a flight fit of a 
leaver, which he did not regard, thinking that he (hould remove 
it by theexercife, which he muft ofe in fb toilfome a journey. (») But 
as be was going out of Mopfuaenes, a fmall town fitnated at the 
foot of Mount Taurus, in the confines of Cilicia, his feaver, in- 
crcafed fb mnch, and (v) became fo violent, that they could fcarce 
touch him, his body being all in a flame. When he percieved that 
there was no remedy foi^ his difeafe, he bewailed his fate that de- 
l^rived him of life in the flower of his age, in the midft of fo power- 
ful an army, and forced him ta leave the Empire of the world to 
his enemy, whom he abhorred for his ingratitude, and was juft going 
to punilh in order to fatisfy his vengeance. He neverthelefs ma- 
Jlered his paflion, and fince he had no child but that which his 
wife Fauftina, whom he had married after the death of .Ëufebia, 
was then big with, he declared Julian bis lawful fucceflbr, to pre^x 
vent the Roman Empire from becoming a prey to the ambition 
of his Officers-, after which he defired to be baptized, having all 
along deferred receiving that Sacrament to the laft moment of his 
lift} {f) but he received it from Euzoius the pretended Patriarch 

W Vifior !n Cond. p. $66* (0) Amm. I. 21 Hier. ep. 3, ad Heliod. 
(p) Athtn» 1. do fyn. 
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jf. Z>* of Aotioch, the oldeft ud moft wicked of all the Ariaot.. Qowc* 
3<^i- ver it is faid, that he ihewed figas of repentance and coaocrn hr 
having followed thofe nevf opinions, which had diftnrbed the peace 
of the Church \ (f) and having thereupon £iU^n into a great agony 
lie gave up the ghoft on the fifteenth day of Oâober, in ti» forty 
fourth yoar of his agci, qnd the twenty fifth of his reign» 

The opinions that have been given of this Prince are vef7 vs. 
rious» St. Atbanafius^ who wrote very modefllly of him as long as 
he lived, fpeaking of his death fays^ that be perCfted to the laft ia 
the Arian impiety. 3t. Hilary, who conipolcd a book agatnS Mo 
whilffc he was living, faya all the evit of hm that oould be fpokea 
of a Pagan tyrant^ even calling him the wickedelk of men, a faift 
Iheep, a ravening wolf, and Antichrift. (r) St. Gregopy of Naztan^ 
zen, who wrote a great while after hit death, relates, on the con- 
txary, all the good of him ' that can be imagined to be laid of the 
beft man that ever was.^ fii far as to fjy, that he eicceeded al) the 
good Princes of former ages, (hat he was partaken of the glory of 
the Saints in heaven, thtat the voice» of ^ Angels tinging were hend 
on Mount Taurus, whilft his body was carried over thoft moontaias 
to Conlhtntinople, and that no one had fo great a délire of enlarg- 
ing the kingdom of J ASUS G li HIST. And at fhr thedi^ 
fturbances about Religion, he throws all* tjie Uame of them upon 
thole who deceived bin) -, adding, that all that he did* was merdy 
through à good intention of extinguifliing Schifin, and uniting aH 
Bifliops in one Opinion. 

1 know what refpeâ is due to tiiofe great Saints j but at the 
lame time L am not ignorant of- what» is required by the laws of 
Siftory, which does not aU^^w of inveâfives* nor exageraibns, but 
limply reprefents the mattert of faâs, without entering into the 
merits of a cauft, or enquiring into the intention^ whether it be to 
accuft or condemn. I have faithfully related the' aAions of this 
Prince^ and fuch drcumftances as cannot be disputed. It is my 
Readers bufinefs to form their judgment from this, and it is not 
my buiinefs to dired them wbat inferences to make, mtich lefs to 
judge of that which is known only to God. I (ball only fay, that 
if that Prince did defign to extinguifb the Schifm, be is not at all 
excufable for not having had recourfe to the only means that, be bad 

(i) Greg. Naz* or* de land* Athan» (0 Orat i* 6c a* in Jiiltan. 
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of ftcccçdîng, which was, to cauft an inviolable obfervatîon of the j1 D^ 
determinations of the Council of Nice. For having forfaken that 3^i. 
rule, which is the bond of the union, and of the unity of the Faith, 
he was always changing his Creed, and continually running from 
one error to another, tifl b© had inade twelve diffèreat Forms, eve- 
ry one of which was heretical ; which may fervc for a lefTon to all 
Chriftrans, that they can never have any thing certain or flecfcTy in 
Religion, till they come to the determinate point of the Church's 
authority^ 

Bat fincc this Prince has had To great a (hare in this Hîffory, flic 
cannot refufè giving a defcription of him to pofterity. (j) His 
height was above the mrddte ftature, his complexion fwarthy, his 
eyes lively and piercing, his conftitutioa ftrong and robuû v he was 
very aftive and expert at all manner of exercifcs in which he ex- 
celled -, efpecially in breaking an horfe, drawing an arrow, or throw- 
ing a dart-, however always affedting an haughty gravity, which made 
him look like a ftatue in publick to procure the greater refpcâ-, 
without ever defcending from that high exaltation of Princely ma- 
jefty, to make himfelf a little popular, which made him hated by 
his fubjeâs. As for other particulars, he was crafty, vigilent, fo*- 
her, extremely chafte and' indaiftrio'us ; applying himfelf inceHantly 
to bufinefs, overlooking^ hisr officers, and taking care that every one 
exadtly difcharged his duty, without incroaching upon others But 
there was abundance of mixture amongfl: his good qualities j for he 
was timorous, furptcions and cruel ^ taking pleafure in wracking 
people by horrible fortf* of torments^ and deftroying thofc by a 
lingering death whom he in the lead: fufpcfted to have invaded 
his authority: He was more efpecially unmerciful towards his fub- 
jeâs, whom he expofcd to the avarice and robbery of his colkdtors 
and tribute-gatherers, who procured him more curfes than money -, he 
was of a light unconftant temper, bellowing vtry little, prefently 
taking back what he had beftowed, and having no re'zard to honeft 
mrn, wiboqi. hç diet not prefer-, giving up himfelr dfirely to the 
Btinuchs, who, for a few empty praifes, gained an abfulu^e rower 
over his mind. And as for his Religion, the Pagans tl cmfelves 
owned, that he corrupted the purity of it. by his many petplexing 
Councils, (f) in which the Bilhops, who were continually going to 

(s) Amm. (0 Ammian !• ai. in. fin. 
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ji. D. anrl fro in the ptiblick carriai'es, to rheir p:mt lofi, nftd to fbra, 
3G1. every one according to his owa fdocy, {u) fuch Creeds astbcylikcd 
belt. 

The Emperor's body was conveved to CoDftaaiinople (x) by Jo- 
viaii, the Great mafler of the Imperidi palace, with great State; at- 
tended by fome of the Clergy Haging night and day, aod carrying 
lighted taper<: aad flimbeaus, according to the cuftom of the Church. 
Julian, who had already taken poITeflion of the Empire in that great 
city, came with his army to receive it, being in moaraing, and 
having laid a fide his Diadem out of refpeâ. And after all imagins- 
ble honours were paid to him, he was put into the tomb of his fa- 
ther Conftantioe the Great, in the Church of the holy Apoftles. 

(u) Amio. tb> ix) Grcfor.Kiz. 
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^ s foon as (a) Julian found himfelf in quiet A.D. 
poflelTion of the empire at Conftantino- 361, 
pie, where he had been received on the 
11th of December with the general ap- 
p'aufe of the peojile of all ranks, hepub- 
lickly owned that he had renounced the 
Chriilian, and embraced tlie Pagan reli- 
gion^ for he had then nothing to fear 
either from Con!tantiu5, or the army which he had brought with 
him out of Gaul, who for the moft part were Chriftians, but were 
at that time ciuirel}' at his difpofal ; (b) "Say, he even caufed 
himftlf to be waftied publickl;-^ in the blood of viilims that had 
been facriiiced to idols, as it were to blot out, by that execrable 
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j4. D. ceremony, all the marks of his baptifiral vow, (c) which he had 
362. privately renounced ten years before. In the next place, he did 
his utmoft to reftore the worihip of the falfe gods, and deftroy 
Chriftianity, tho' he did not then employ thofe inftruments of 
cruelty which had been made ufe of by the tyrants his predeccf- 
fors againft the Chriftians, as he afterwarcs did, giving them the 
name of Galileans. He imagined his point would be more eafily 
obtained by fair means, and therefore he had recourfe to all man- 
ner of artifices to gain them over to him, efpecially by depriving 
them of all offices, dignities, and favours, which were conferred 
upon none hut fuch as came over again toPaganilm. He alfb 
made an edift, prohibiting an}'' violence from being offered them, 
and recalled all the bilhops, both Seiri-Arians and Catholicks, 
whom Conftantius had banilhed, exhorting them, out of a mali- 
cious defign, to live in amity together, every one following his 
own opinion : For knowing very well that they would never agree 
amongft themfelves, he thought to make ufe of them the better to 
deftroy one another. However, the Arians met with the worft 
treatment: (d) For as they were the moft powerful under Conftan- 
tius, whofe memory was very odious, on account of his intolera* 
ble exp.aions and the avarice of his minifters, he had a mind to 
facrifice them to the publick hatred, and his own private revenge, 
in hopes of gaining thereby the afFeûions of his new fubjeds, 

Accoidingly he ordered that Prince's chief minifters to be pro- 
ceeded againft, fome of them being condemned to banilhmept; as 
was the fate of Taurus, who had been made Conful as a reward 
for the violent meafures he had taken at the Council of Arimi* 
iium 5 others put to death, as that wicked wretch Eufebius the eu- 
nuch, who was one cf the greateft proteftors of Arianifm, againft 
whom Julian had a particular enmit}'-, becaufe he had occaitoned 
the death of his brother Callus, and would have done the like for 
him, had not his life been faved by Eufebia the Emprefs, who 
took him under her proteftion. At the fame time he turned out 
of the palace the abominable herd of eunuchs, who before had the 
management of every thing, and together with them all the offi- 
cers which thefe effeminate wretches kept to adminifter to their 
luxury, laying, that one of each fort was fufficient to fupply the 

(0 Julia. Epîft.. id AUx^ {d) Amm. 
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whole palace, where he would have every body live like philofo- A. D^ 
phers, after his example. 3^2, 

(e) But from one extreme he ran into another 5 for inftead of 
that princely magnificence, which was remarkable in every thing 
at Conftantius's court, there was nothing to be feen now but rhe- 
toricians^ philofophers, and fuch foolifh flaves to fame, who flock'd 
to him from every province, fwarming with vermine, and having 
nothing but their philofophical cloak, all in rags, to cover them ; 
ib that neither his palace nor his perfon fliewed any thing of the 
majefty of the Empire ^ by which means he became very con- 
temptible ^ but what contributed much more to it was the infa* 
mous company of proftitutes, of both fexes, and other effeminate 
creatures, (/) with whom he was often furrounded as he pafled 
the flreetfi^ inflead of guards, under pretence of reftoring the rites 
of Venus and Adonis, and the minifters of their fkcrifices, to their 
former honour, (g) He neverthelefs treated Aetius, the moft ob* 
ftinate ot all the Arians, very favourably, cauiing him to return 
from banifhment, and writing a very kind letter to him, becaufe 
he had openly efpoufed the intereft of his brother Gallus, and be* 
cauie he thought he would be a more proper inftrument to ruia 
the Chriflian religion than even the Pagans themfelves. 

(b) He alfb gave a very honourable reception to Eubolius, fa* 
tnous for his skill in rhetorick, but much more fb for his villany, 
being one that was always of his prince's religion : For from being 
a Pagan he turned Arian, to recommend himfelf to Conftantius ^ 
and afterwards became again a very zealous Pagan, in order to 
gain the favour of Julian 5 after whole death, when he iaw Chri*- 
ftianity uppermoft under Jovian, he declared himfelf a penitent 
Catholick, and throwing himfelf on the ground before the door of 
the church, he cried out in a lamentable tone to thofe that cama 
in, that they fhould tread upon him as the fait that had loft its 
favour, which, according to the Gofpel, is to be trodden under 
foot of men» He was not, however, fo much a Pagan during the 
life of Julian, as to forget his old friends the Arians^ for finding 
himfelf to be fufficiently in the prince's favour, he wrote to him 
in behalf of the Arians of EdefTa, all whofe efTeds the emperor 

(f) Socr. L 3. c. 1. (f) Chryfoft. Or. adv. Gcnlw (g) ]u\ Epift, ad Act. 

(è) Socr. 1. 3^ C. II. Jul. E^(h ad Eubol. 
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A D. had caufcd to be feized, becaufe, according to cuftam, they had 
^62. committed very great outrages upon fome other hereticks, whcra 
-they plundered. But the emperor returned him an anifwer, in 
which he made a jeft both of them and him, faying. That the law 
of the Chriftians ordered them to give away all that they had, 
that they might the more eafily enter into the kingdom of hearen, 
he was therefore willing to do them that good office in order to 
aflift them in it, and disburthen them of the great riches which 
incumbered them, and brought them into great danger of being 
deprived of that kingdom, and that, without doubt, they would 
not be fo troublefome to his fbldiers, amongll whom he had or* 
dered them to be diftributed. 

He jefted after a much more impious manner with Maris of 
Chalcedon, who always continued an obftinate Arian, and was the 
intimate friend of Eufebius of Nicomedia 5 but however, upon 
this occafion he performed a very glorious aâion. He was grown 
blind with age, and being informed of Julian's impiety, whom he 
had often feen at the folemn fervice of the Chriftian religion, he 
caufed himlelf to be carried to Confiant inople, (i) where, as the 
emperor was one day publickly facrificing to Fortune, he re- 
proached him very fevercly btfore every body with his idolatry 5 
calling him Impious, Atheift, and Apoftate. This probably was 
the firft time that this infamous firname was given him, which 
ftill dilhonours his memory, and doubtlefs will ever continue fo to 
do. Julian being then in a humour to aft the philofbpher, aflfèd- 
cd to be unconcerned, and to exprefs a generous difdain at thofc 
reproaches 5 and adding blafphemy to his wicked jeft, Tonr Galh 
Jeafty faid he to him, wiU vot however rejiore jour eye-fght to jow. 
It is for that itfelf replied Maris immediately, that I heartily thatà 
hiniy efteemitig myjelf happy in being blinds that I might not be force! 
to heboid you '^ you, I fay^ who have fo mifer ably for faken the w6r* 
fhip of the true God for that of devils. To which Julian turning 
his back to him, made no reply, either through fhame, or as 
being engaged in difcourfe, having begun to make a jeft of it; 
and to glory in his philofbphical i)atience, (t) which however he 
did not alwaj's maintain : For he fomctimcs fuflfered himlelf to bo 

(«; Socr. 1. 3. c. 10, Soxam. 1. $• c. 4, {h) Greg, Naz. Or. i* df: 2. io Jul 
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farioufly tranfported, when his ang?r got the better of his philolb* A. D. 
phy, which came too late to his alliftaiice. ?^^ 

Julian in the beginning of his reign was not, or pretended not 
to be willing, to have the Chriftians blood f ilt, either as being 
apprehenfive of their number, or that he could not endure their 
having the glory of martyrdom, or that he had heard that their 
blood was wonderfully fruitful in producing, many more than 
their executions deftroytrd, or, in Ihort, that he had a mind to 
gain the charaôer of a merciful and moderate prince: But be this 
as it will, it is however certain, that notwithfianding this cbnduâ of 
his, he caufed the Chriftians throughout the Eaft to be malïàcred 
after (i) an horrible manner by the Gentiles, who took this occa- 
fion to revenge themfelves for the deftruuion of their temples^ 
and the overthrow of their idols. And as they confounded toge- 
ther the Arians and Catholicks, under the title of Chriftians, 
which was common to them both, there were feveral of them tor-* 
tured and mafïàcred in this cruel perfecution ; and, amongft the 
reft, two, whofe tragical death was very famous in thofe times, 
but each after a very different manner. 

. The firft was Mark, bilhop cf Arcthufa in Syria, fuflSciently 
known in this hifl:or3'', for the firft and third formulary of Sir* 
miura, (m) of which he was the author, with the reft of the Semi- 
Arians, who were uppermoft at that time. The many commen- 
dations that are given cf him, for his remarkable piet)»-, (w) and 
the elogium which St. Gregory Nazianzen made on him, give u^ 
reafon to believe, that, as he before came very near to the Catho* 
licks, he came ejitirely over to them, when he faw the horrible» 
confufion into which his party was thrown, by tJieir changing con- 
tinually, and the great variety and alterations of their confeiiion* 
of Faith. He was then arrived at a very great age, which made, 
him more venerable by his extraordinary virtues than JJs grey 
hairs ^ and the Pagans hated him extremely, as well on account of 
his having converted abundance of people to the Faith, as bccaufe 
he had occafioned the deftrudlion of their magnificent temple at 
Arcthufa. Finding himfclf perfecuted by thefe furious wretches,, 
who had caufed him to be condemned by Julian, either to rcftore 

(/) Theodor. 1. 3. c. 6. {m) Sozom. 1. 5. c. 9. (») Gregor. Naz, 
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A. D. the temple to the condition it was in, or to paj £b diodi mony as 
362. was requifite for that purpofe: He being both unable and nnwiU 
ling to perform either of thefe, becaufe of his povertj, and left he 
ihoald cnntribute to their idolatry, refolved to withdraw and hide 
himfelf^ to avoid being thns perfecnted hj them. Bat when he 
heard that they were going to meddle with his friends, who were 
in danger on his account, he came and prefented himfelf to this 
barbarous and exafperated people^ who falling upon him with in^ 
cmiceivable fury, as well men as women, and even the little chiU 
dren without diftindion, after having offered him numberlefs in- 
dignities, and wounded him in all parts of his body with their 
teeth and nails, and with whips, and the bodkins which the chil- 
dren made ufe of in writing, they rublied him all over with honey, 
and in that condition hoifted him up in the air in a wicker basket; 
from whence, whilft he was ftung in all piirts of his body by the 
ilies, who fucked out the little blcod which he had left, he looked 
down and (aid, as it were in triumph upon thole cruel wretches^ 
who tormented him, and foretold them the evils which they would 
hereafter fufFer, as a punifliment for their crime. And tho' they 
^would have accepted of a triâe for form's fake, and his friends 
proffer'd to give whatever might be demanded, he peremptorily 
rcfufed, and chofe rather to fuffer the moft ezquiiite torments, nay 
death itfelf, than to have a iingle farthing contributed in his 
name to the rebuilding a heathen temple. This was an aâion 
truly glorious, becaufe a man of the moft confummate virtue^ en* 
dured with heroick conftancy, merely for a good caufe^ the greateft 
tortures his enemies could infiid:. 

Far different from this was the death of that impious wretch 
George, whom the Arians with (6 much fury and cruelty feated 
en the throne of St. Athanafius in Alexandria, (d) That pretended 
biftiop exercifed all kind of violence^ as well againft heathens as 
Chriftians, to gratify his infatiable avarice. He, under feigned 
pretences, feized on the goods of orphans, and fhared the booty 
•with the officers of Conftantius, who were the inftruments of his 
oppreflion. He was farmer of the revenue arifing from fait, flai, 
paper, (klt^petre, and other comirodities, which occaiioned a great 
trade in Egypt, and to raifè to himfelf exorbitant gains, he was 

(0) Epiph. Haer» 7^. 
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guilty of the fevereft exadions, inf îmiich that he invented coffins, A. D. 
which he fold at an extravagant price, without which no corps 3^2. 
was permitted to be interred, (p) He \\?A aimed perfuaded Gm- 
ftantiiis, who then wanted mo cy, that in the right of Alexander, 
who built the city, and whofe fucceflbr he was, he muft be propri* 
etor cf all the houles in Alexandria^ and that the inhabitants be* 
ing only his tenants, were accountable to him for the rents. Thefe 
unjuil and violent proceedii gs enraged every body againft him, 
more cfpcciaily the Heathens, fince befides the injuries which they 
fufFered in common with the Chriftians, he under the pretence of 
piety, pillaged their temples. But what exceedingly exafperatcd,. 
and made them delperate, was his difcovery of a fecret place,, 
where they ufed to facrifice in the night-tinre humane viftims to 
their god Miihra. This abomination (as he ought to do) he er- 
pofed to the view of the whole world, producing the skulls of men, 
women, and children, which he found in the fubterraneous places,, 
fet apart for fuch impious and deteftable idolatry, (g) This pro- 
voked the Pagans to luch a degree, that a great tumult enfued, in 
which many Chriftians were mafTacred; nor could it be fupprefled,; 
till all further fearch after thefe abominable places was laid alide. 

(r) But as foon as they had heard of the death of that excellent 
Chriftian, Artemius, general of the forces in Egypt, who was be* 
headed at Antioch, by order of Julian, for upbraidii g him with 
his apoftacy and horrid impieties : (5) Then the Heathens, having ; 
no dread of that general, who had formerly been £b formidable \b 
them, they ref )lved to be revenged on George for all the publick 
and private injuries he had done them, (t) To which end, feizihg 
on him, with Draconiius the treafurer, and another officer of Con* 
ftantius, they trod them under foot, dragged them through the 
ftreeta, beat them with clubs, and rendiiig them in a thoufand 
pieces, they burnt their bodies, and threw the aflies iiito the fea» 
(») The Chriftians, who could have oppofed this^ violence, faw it 
without concern, and, like the Pagans, were pleafed with the hoi** 
rid fpeâacle, he being equally hated by all parties, by reafcn of 
his unjuft exadions. (^.) Julian at firit fetmed to Ihow Ibme re* 
fentmeut at this proceeding ^ but as tlie Chriftians had been great 

(f) hmmu Kb. 22. (f) Ammî. (r} Thcod. 1. 3, 0,17. (1) Amxm. 1. 22» 
if) Socr, 1. 3. c 2« & Sozoip. 1. 5. c. -j. {u) Aoinû, 1. 22, (x) Socrat. 1. 3. c 3. 
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A. D. fufferers în this tumult, he contented himfelf with flightlj repri- 
362. inanding the Alexandrians by letter, in which he told than, that 
he pardoned them for the love he bore his uncle Julian, who had 
been formerly their governor, and out of refped to their god Se* 
rapis, to whom he owned himfelf indebted for the empire, (y) At 
that time Athanafius (without oppofition) returned to his fee at 
Alexandria, after an abfcnce of fix years ^ where he was received 
triumphantly by as great a concourfe of people of all ranks as had 
been ever fcen there, who followed him with loud acdanations, 
' having torches and flambeaus^ and all the other marks of publick 
joy, that are ufually feen at the moll lolemn entries of the greateft 
princes. 

In the mean time, Lucifer, Bifhop of Cagliari, and Eufebius, 
£ifliop of Verfelles, whcm Conilantius had baniflied into the 
country of Thcbais, after having often changed the place of their 
exile, finding themfelves at liberty by Julian's ediâ, fct them- 
Xelves with all poflxhle diligence to repair the loiTes the Church had 
iuftained in the Eaft, before they would return to their proper 
changes in the Weft, (zj To this end Eufebius went to Alexan- 
dria, to alFift at a Council called by Athanalius, and Lucifer went 
iy way of Antioch, to pacify the troubles that had difturbed that 
Church for fome time. All things went well ih the Council of 
Alexandria, where it was decreed, that fuch Bifhops (who through 
weaknefs, or furprize, had ccmmunicated with the Arians,^if-tiiey 
«profefTed the Faith according to the Cou4:cil of Mice) Ihould be r^ 
<eived into the bofom of the Church, and reftored to their biflio- 
pricks : (a) But that they who had publickly defended the Arian 
ierely, fhould only be admitted to lay communion. This was 
-approved by all the A\'eftcrn Churchy who readily received the 
biihops, that declared they had been furprized into what they did, 
,at the Council of Rimini, and deferted what they had done there. 
In this Council was aflerted the Divinity of the Holy Ghofl, 
which the Semi-Arians began to deiij. At this time was con- 
denmed the formular}»- of the Church of Sardis ^ and Athanaiïv 
jreconciled the Latins and Greeks about the word Hypo/afa^ the 

(/J Hier. dial. adv. Lucif Greg, Naxîanz. Orat. in laud. Atharu (^) Ruifo 

1. I. c. 2S. A than. Epid. ad Antioch. Greg. Naziann. in laud. Atbiii, (4) Bku 
adv. Luclf. Ep. Lib, ad Ep. Ital. ap ud HiL in frag. U i. 
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latter taking it to fignify Perfon, and the former, Subftance. • He A.D.: 
ihewed them that they faid the fame thing, in ufing the fame 362* - 
word, to which they gave two very different fcnfes*, for the Greeks 
affirmed, that there were in God three Hypojtajh^ that is, accord- 
ing to them, three Perfons in one and the fame Eflence-, the Latin» ' 
faid, there was but one Hypoftajfs, i e. as they underftood it, one 
Subftance in three Perfons, which is the fame thing, the different 
parties only making a different ufe of the terms, (b) After thiar - 
the Council writ to Liberius, Bifliop of Rome, who confirmed their 
decrees, and Eufebius, Bilhop of Verfelles, carried a letter. from 
the fame Council to Lucifer, who laboured greatly to compofe the 
differences in the Church of Antioch, where all things were in the 
utmoft confîiiîon. 

The Chriftians in that great city had been for a long while di- 
vided into tluree parties, viz. the Arians, who had for their biffiop 
Enzoïas, and fuch among the Catholicks as recognized Melitius^ 
on his renouncing Arianifm, and having fo ftrenuoufly maintained 
the doftrine of Confnbftantiality^ for which he was banifhed by Con* ^ 
ftantius. (c) The third was the Euftathian party, who were alio 
Catholickf», but would not confent that Melitius fliould prefide 
over the Church of Antioch, becaufe they looked on him as ftiU 
inclining to the Arian herefy, and becaufe he had been thruft into 
that fee by the Arians, who, according to their cuftom, had 
tnnflated him from the biflioprick of !:ebafta in Armenia, to that 
€)f Berea, and from thence to the Patriarchate of Antioch. Lucî» 
fer, who had a full commiflion to appeafe thofe difbrders, and re-^ 
nnite the two Catholick parties, perceiving that the Euftathiana 
obftinately infifted that the eleâion of Melitius was void, thought 
that if he fliould raife to the Epifcopal Dignity a prieft of known 
merit, one that had been always orthodox, he would without any 
difficulty be acknowledged by both parties, (d) Upon this, with*^ 
out further coniideration, or confulting t)ie party for Melitius, he 
ordained Fbulinus bifhop of Antioch, a man of illuftrious merit^ 
«nd conlnmmate virtue, and who had been ordained prieft by En» - 
ftathins himlèl£ The Euftathians received him with open arms 
«id great applaufe, and at the fame time, that he might be put in 

(») Epift. ad Rufin. ez cone. Nten. 2. Aa. u (c) Socr. lib, 2. cap. 24, 

(i) Riifiii.Li.c»27. 
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A. D. pcfffeffion of his new dignity by fuflRcient authority, he fent two 
..3^2. of his deacons, Maiimus, and Calimerus, to the Council of Alex* 
andria, to which in his name they fubfcribed-, whereupon the 
Council approved of his eledion. But the partifans of. Melitios^ 
-whether out of the afieâion they bore him, or relenting that a 
•bifhop Ihould be chofen without their privity, or confent, and that 
the head of the Euftathian party fhould be the man, they would 
by no means receive Paulinus for their bifhop, but attadied them- 
felves with more zeal than ever to Melitius, ailembling (eporately 
under his authority, intreating him to come to them with all fpee^ 
which he did foon after, (e) So that inftead of two biihopa, that 
were before at Antioch, there were now three, viz. Euzcnus^ who 
had got poffeffion of almoft all the churches, Paulinos^ to whom 
^e Arians, out of refpeâ to his fanâity and old age; left one 
churdi, and Melitius, who on his return put himfelf at the head 
of his party, making ufe of a church in the fuburba, Euzcmus not 
allowing him one in the city, (/) So that Lucifer, inftead of 
iilencing the fchifin at Antioch, by this precipitate eleâion, made 
it more obftinate and formidable than ever. 

'W'hen Eufebius came to Antioch with letters firom the Council, 
he was exceedingly furprized, not at Paulinus's being chofen to 
that fee, having been apprized of that, being one of the Council 
that approved him, but to find the eleâion €0 haftily and unfea* 
fonably made, as to occafion a difbrder that admitted no remedy. 
However, to give no ofience to Lucifer, for whom he had the 
higheft friendlhip and refpeâ, he diilèmbled his concern, and only 
told him at parting, that on his return he would ule aU pofliUe < 
means in the Council to appeafe thole diforders : But could not fo 
far fmother the anguifh of his mind, (with which he was very 
deeply affefted, but that Lucifer perceived it 
. He was, it muft be owned, a mnn of uncommon courage^ and 
had aâed glorioufly in defence of the Faith againft all the moft 
ftrenuous efïbrts of the Arians, and Conftantius, who upon all ac- 
counts treated him bafely, and the refolution he had (hown, was 
eyen more than his facerdotal funâion required of him« But I be- 
lieve^ on this occafion, that we may be allowed to iky, that in this 

(e) Socr. 1. 9. c. 7. (/) Socr. ibid« Sc»uL$.c.i2. IUi£ L i. c 30> 

tliood. L 3* c 5. 
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cafe he fufFered himfelf to be too much influenced by the natural -^. D. 
impetuofity of a hot, melancholy conftitution. And as this infpired 3^2, 
him with fortitude, conftanry, and an unfliaken fteadinefs, for the 
carrying on a good canfe, fo it rendered him obftinate and inflexi- 
ble when engaged even in a bad one. Befides, the greatnefs of his 
foul, and the authority he had obtained, made him fond of his 
own fentiments, and think it reafbnable that others fliould be 
guided by them too. In fliort, the great things he had done, and 
what he had fuffered, for ftcutly maintaining the Divinity of our 
Lord, had €o hx enflamed and added to the natural fire of his tem- 
per, that he could hardly endure any one that had lefs courage and 
2cal than himfelf. This was the fatal caufe of his mifery and de* 
plorable fall, in which, after by his raflmefs he had inaeafed the 
£Jiifm at Antioch, he by pride and loftinefs became the author of 
a fed which was called after his name;, Ludferians. (g) And Co 
violent was his refentment when he found that Eufebius dilap- 
proved of vhat he had done, that he broke off all correfpondence 
with him, and all others that received the penitent bifhops into 
coommnion with them, as had been decreed in the Council of Alex* 
andria, always rejeâing the decree, altho' it had been figned in 
his name by his deacons, and received by the whole Church : In- 
lomnch that he withdrew from her conununion, but embraced no 
other error, but this. On his return to Sardinia, he left fbme fol« 
lowen of his fchifm, where he died foon after, obftinatelyperfift- 
iog in his error to the laft, if we may believe the antients^ with- 
out crediting thofe of his own ifland, who have fince accounted 
him a fiint. However that be, many of his difciples called Luci- 
ferians, have held opinions much more pernicious than ever he 
broached, and have had the boldnefs to affirm, that the Church, in 
admitting to communion, and reinftating in their fees the peni- 
tent bifhops, was totally altered, that abounding with dilhonoura- 
ble perfbns, was like a river whole flxeams had run pure and 
dear, but now were ^ed with nothing but fait and muddy waters. 
Here we may obferve, to what a length pride and prefumption 
may carry the ill-grounded feverity of men, that d^e condemn 
the ulkge and indulgence of the Church, whofe feparation is not 

U) Sev. UK 2. Ambr. Orat. in tan. Fr. Hier, adr* Lucif, Aii&« de ag. Ghrift. 
«ap. 30. RnC L I. c 30. Hier. adv. Lvcir. 
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jl. A only canfed hy iH omâtiâ, and receiving and propagating hetero- 
J^« doz tenets, but by thre vanity of being diftinguilhed bj publickly 
. renouncing her cominanion« 

(b) In the mean time, Eufebius biffiop of VerfeDcs went throP 
the provinces of Thrace and Illyria with incredible zeal, reftoring 
iome bifhops that had revolted, to the communion of the Church, 
confirming the weak and wavering, and every where inftruâing 
^he people with admirable fuccefs. (i) In like manner St. Hilary 
Sn Gaul, reconciled fnch as had been furprized at the Coondl of 
Rimini, and repaired the damage the Church had foftaioed in fe^ 
^eral Councils, particularly that which was held at Paris, from 
nvhence he wrote an excellent fynodical letter to the Eaftern bi- 
fhops in juftification of the Nicene Faith, which was generally 
ipcâîefled in Gaul, notwithftanding all the efforts that were ufed 
by &ttirmnus of Aries, and Paternus of Perigueur; in fat^our of 
Arianiihi. For this realbn, and their fcandalous and deb&nched 
lives, Eufebius excommunicated them^ and deprived them of theiï 
biihopricks, refforing the Gallican Church to its primitive purity 
«nd.fplfendor. (Jt) After which thefe two wonderful men camé inta 
Italy mudi about the feme time, where they laboured together 
with the feme fuccefs, eftablifliing in the communion of the 
Church fuch as had thro* weaknefs feparated from it, and'putting 
every thing in order, in compliance with a letter written by Libe^ 
rius Bifliop of Rome to* the Bifhops of Italy, (t) Ihfbmach that 
Arianifm was almoft entirely extinguiflied in all the< WcftOTi 
provinces. 

But the Arians, implacable enemies to Athanafius, could not 
bear to hear of the fame he had acquired by his fuccefs both io 
JEgypt and Alexandria, not only in reducing hereticks to the troe 
Faith, but converting many from Pagariifm to Chriftianity, among 
whom were many ladies of quality, whom he publickly baptized. 
im) Thefe his bitter enemies were fo villainous as to irritate the 
Pagans againft him, who fent their foothfeyers, augurs, priefts^ and 
magicians, to complaili of him to Julian, who was then endea* 
vouring utterly to aboUfli the worihip of the true God. Nor were 
they at great pains to fucceetl, for that Apoftate loon granted 

(b) Socr. 1. 3. c. 7. (/) Sev. I j. HII. I. 2. (k) RuiEn. I. i. c. 30, 31, 

0) Hil. frag. L i. («rj BjxS. U 2. e« 34* Sbzom. 1 5. c 14: Jtfttaii Ejl. 27. 
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tliem an edift, commanding Athana/îus forthwith to quit Al«an« '^« ^* 
dria, and go into banifhment, under pain of the fevereft punifli- 3^*} 
fnent. And moreover, charged him with being guilty of the 
higheft preemption in returning to his fee hy his own authority^ 
adding, that the intent of the former edift was, that the banifhcd 
tifhops might be at liberty to return to their own country only; 
but not to the churches over which they had formerly prefidei 
(ft) And threatened the prefed of Egypt, to fine him a very great 
fum, payable to his troop of horfe-guards, if he did not drive that 
enemy to the gods, Athanafius, out of Egypt, by the firft of De- 
cember following, (o) And laughed at the fenate and people of 
Alexandria, on their demanding the re-eftablifliment of their Pai* 
triarch. And to free himfelf from all fiirther importunity, gave 
private cnrders for killing him; which was what the Arians had 
long ardently longed for, and frequently endeavoured to accom* 
plifh. Athanafius having notice of this, was compelled by his 
friends and relations to go on board a bark in the Nile, and retire 
to Thebaïs. Then feeing all about him weep bitterly at parting 
ttcm him, he comforted them by prophetically aflliring them, that 
rftcr this ftorm, which would fbon pafs over, they fliould enjoy a 
calm» He had not long been gone from the fliore, before one fo^ 
lowed him with all pollible fpeed, to advertife him that the ruffi- 
ans firdm Julian were come to difpatch him, and that hearing of 
his fli^t^ were in porfuit of him, to try, if poffible, to overtake 
him. Athanafius hearing this, confidered with himfelf a little 
what to do, and then with a wonderful prefence of mind, inftant* 
ly gave orders for tacking about and returning to Alexandria, 
where he foon arrived. But in his return thither, he meets his 
^uriuer% who enquired of hîm how far Athanafius was before 
them; who anfwered coldly, not far from them. Then leaving 
them plying their oars with all their might to catch him, he re- 
turned to Alexandria, where he lay concealed till the death of 
Julian, which happened not long after, as he had foretold. Kor 
will it be nnentertaiiiing to relate the circumftances of his death» 
to diftoifor^thé difference of the event of the prophecy of Athana* 
Çus, who was perfecuted by Julian, and of the predictions of the 

* 
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A.D. foothftyers, augurs, philofophcrs, magicians, and oracles of the 

%^2^ demons, which deceived that wretched prince. 

(p) He had fpent the winter at Antioch, in the day-time 
making preparations for war, in which he was engaged againft 
the Periians, and moft part of the night in writing a book againft 
the Chriftian Religion, which was his laft performance, whereof 
there now remains only Ibme few fragments, which are folidly 
refuted by Cyril of Alexandria, and are to be feen in that wort 
(j) He confulted the oracles of Alia and Greece, particularly thofe 
at Delphos, Delos, and Dodona, who all promifed him viâory* 
The philolbphers with whom his court abounded, and among 
them Maiimus and Prifcus, two magicians, giving him the lame 
afliirances, perfuading him that he had by tranfmigration the foul 
of Alexander the great, and confequently was entituled to his for- 
tune, vi%. the conqueft of Perfia. (r) The hecatombs he facri- 
ficed, and what is horrible to relate, the humane facrifices he of- 
fered, that the entrails might be viewed to difcover the event of 
the war, (as his fbothfayers flattered him) all .prognofticated his 
fuccefs. {$) This lb far puffed him up, that nothing doubting of 
the conqueft of Perfia, he haughtily dilmifled the amballkdors» 
that came to treat with him of peace, and brought very advanta- 
geous propofals with them, and declared that when he had finiflied 
the Perlian war, which was the leaft of the two he had under- 
taken, he would fell on the Chriftians, which was of the greateft 
import, becaufe he had Iqlemnly promiled to make a Ikcrifice to 
his gods of the Chriftian Religion, (t) He had offered him a good 
number of auxiliary troops from all parts by his allies, but fo con- 
fident was he of viûory, that he refufed them all, except fome 
which he ordered Arlaces king of Armenia to fend hinu This 
was only to Ihow his pride and arrogance : For that Prince being 
a Chriftian, if he had not fent the number of troops he demanded, 
and at the time he required them, he intended to have fallen up- 
on him at his return, and give proof to the world, tbat the God 
he worlhipped was not able to deliver him out of his handa 
(») After this he marches out of Antioch on the fifteenth of March, 

(p) Liban. Sophîfm. apud Socr. L 3. c, 19. Cf ) Hier. Ep. 84. Theod. 1. 5» c il 
(r) Soc. 1. 9. c. x8. (f) Hier, in Chxotk Cbryf. or» adr.Geiit. Greg. orac. 2. in 
Jttl. (Jt) Sta, 1. 6. c. I. iu) Aaun. 1. 233. 
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very roughly ànfwering the acclamations of his people who at- A. A 
tended him in crowds, and who requefted from him a gentler treat- 362. 
ment for the time to come : For at his departure he told them he 
.would come no more to Antioch, being offended at their infolent 
railleries, but on his return would go to Tarfus, which he had 
chofen for the place of his refidence. (x) This was a truer pre- 
diaion than what was prophefied by the oracles he confulted, for 
after his death his body was carried thither to be interred. 

(j) From Antioch he marched afterwards to join his army that 
was at Hierapolis, and having pafled over the Euphrates on a 
bridge of boats, he entered into Mefbpotamia ^ he went direâly 
toOvrrx, having had all the way ( as he writ word to Libanius) 
frefh afliirances of luccefs, from the facrifices he daily ofiered to 
his gods, and by the prefkges, which were according to the hea« 
then fuperftition wrefted and mifapplied by his philofophers and 
magidans, who were his oracles, to &vour and encoarage his de- 
£gns. He offered near that city, in a cave, a moft abominable fà-^ 
crifice of a woman, to find, according to his fuperftition, the pre- 
fages of viOoty : The truth of this is evident, for after his death, 
upon opening the cave, which he had caufed to be fliut up, that 
unhappy perfbn was found hanging by her hair, with her arms 
extended, and her body cut open. 

After taking thefe precautions, and getting encouragement by 
Tuch execrable means of difcovering the event, he fent his kinf* 
man Procopius to Ninbis with thirty thoufand men, to guard the 
paiTes on the fide of the Tigris, to hinder the Perfians from giving 
Jiim any diverfion by making an inroad into the Roman territo- . 
jies. (z) And himfelf at the head of about fizty thoufand men, 
.being the reft of the army, went into Affyria, c(»fting along the 
Euphrates, upon which he had above a thoufand. veflels to tranf*> 
^port his ammunition and engines of war, befides fifty men of war, 
^nd other great boats to build bridges, (a) With this force he be« 
^•m the war very fuccefsfuUy, and acquired abundance of honour. 
He took an the caftles and towns near the Euphrates, fbme by 
treaty, and fbme by force. He got the better of the Perfians in 
jevery skirmiib: And made himfelf mafter of all the country as 

{») Zoz. L I. Amm. ib. (j) Jut Ep. 28% fimvx» \. <]• (^ J Zoziau 
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^d* T>* £tf as the Tigris. He palled over the canal that joins tfaofe ttro 
$61. great rivers in view of the enemy, and having cleared it, ordered 
his fleet to crofs the Tigris and join his annj, which was efièâed 
in fpite of any oppoiition could be made bj the Perfian Ibrcei^ 
commanded by the two fons of king Sapor. He then came to an 
engagement near Ctefiphon, put the enemy to the rout, and in 
the purfuit his men had almoft entered the city with the Perfians 
that fled 

Thus far Athanaiius's prophecy feeros to be £alfe, and Julian's 
oracles to have fpoke truth. But now his defiiny approschei^ and 
we ftiall fee the prophecy of the Saint verified, (p) For depend- 
ing on the truth of the oracles by the fuccefs that attended his iirfl: 
exploits, and not doubting of the conqueft of Perfia, he was guilty 
of an unaccountable piece of folly and raflinefs ^ for, contrary to 
the advice of all his officers, he burnt his fleet, as ulelefs and in- 
llgnificant. {c) After which he withdrew from the river, left 
Cteiiphon, marched into the country, drawing towards Media, as 
if he had been fure^ without oppoiition, of entering Ecbatana in 
triumph. Moreover, not refleâing on the mifcondoa of Crafiii^ 
CaruS) and Valerian, examples that might have wrought on the 
moft reiblute men, he intrufl:ed himfelf and his whole army, 
which raged with indignation againfl: him, to the difcretion of 
one fugitive Perfian, who betrayed him, and infl:ead of conduâing 
him thro' a country ftored with all neceflkries for his army, as he 
promifed him he would, he led him into wilds and deierts, where 
that little the country produced for the fufl:enance of man and 
beaft, had been burnt up, and laid wafire by the Perfîans ^ info- 
much that he fbon found himfelf reduced to the lafl: extremity, 
without bread, forrage, or water, and in no condition either to re» 
treat or advance. 

Then condemning himfelf for his rafhnefs, and ill-concerted 
meaflires, he would have marched to the left to regain the Tigris^ 
and fb enter into the Roman territories. But the execution of this 
defign was prevented by the PerCans, who marched in his flank, 
and continually harrafled him by flight skirmiflies, in which be 
had always the advantage, ihowing much gallantry in peribn, and 

(*) Amm. 1. 25, Zoiim Ij. CO Q«fr Naz, in JuU ChryC sdngenc; 
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by his example animating his troops. Particularljr, on the twenty. A. Dé 
fécond of June, when the Perfians attacking him in the open 362. 
country with all their forces and a great number of elephants, not 
queftioning but they muft gain the viftcry again ft an army half 
famifhed, were repulfed with a very great flaughten After three 
days reft, which he was conftrained to give his army, being re*, 
duced to the neceffity of eating their own horfes, having drawn it 
up in order of battle, he marched in the front, not terrified by 
the ill omens he had had, and the prediaions of his diviners, 
whom he nowbeg^n to negled. Then an account was brought 
him that the Perfians which had all that day been on the rifing 
g;round, were marched down to fall on his rere-guard ; When, with- 
out ftaying to take his breaftplate^ he ran with his fword in his 
hand to give orders againft the enemy, who at the fame time fell 
on his advanced-guard, and the moment after he was told that the 
Perfians, fupported on all fides by their elephants, had fallen on 
his men in their flank ^ he put himielf at the head of his cavalry^ 
and fen upon them behind with fb much fury and fuccefs, that thei 
legions r^fiimed their courage, and repulfed them on their fide^ 
putting into great difbrder both their cavalry and elephants, and 
foWawtà thé enemy fo briskly, that they put them to flight. Twarf 
then, that lifting up his arm towards his foldiers, he cried out 
with a loud toice. The day is our ewn, when he found himftlf fud-^ 
denly finote with a javelin, which flightly touching his right arm^ 
pieicéd thnf his fide, and reached his liver- As he endeavoured 
to draiw it ont he cut his fingers, and fell from his horfe^ being 
taken up by fome about him, he way carried to his tent. The 
bftttle, however, continued till night, to the difadvantage of thé 
Berfitfds, who, befides a great number of their foldiers, loft the 
field of battle, fifty of their nobility, and Mereres himfclf, Ge* 
neral of the afrmy. 

In the meaii time Julian, as foon as his wound was drefied, wa# 
fo^ returning. to the. battle, who finding himfelf njuch weakened 
by lofrîf blood, yet could fcarce be detained.^ from the combat- 
aéfced the name of tfceplace where he \«ras, and\being told, Phr)^-* 
gi*^ he then concluded he muft die, becaufe he had been inforrhe* 
hfohe of hi* magicians, which he contjinually cionfillfed, that he 
ihould die in Phiygia, and by an if on weapon. He left to his 
«rmj ^ chafe a focceiTor, tho' hè had told his kinfinan Procopius, 
- V u whom 
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A. D. whom he left with an army at Nifibis, that fhould he hear of his. 
362. death in this war, he fliould affume the purple. After which, be* 
ing a great talker, hedilcourfed along while with Maximus and. 
Prifcus on feveral points of philofophy, when his wound bleeding 
afreih, he called for fome water, which he drank, and the moment 
after died like a true Pagan philofbpher, in the one and thirtieth 
year of his age, and the fécond of his reign (d). 

It was never certainly known by what hand he was wounded^ 
1 forbear to mention thofe vifionary fables of the blow's being, fcnt 
from Heaven, and given by Mercurius and Anthimus the mactyr% 
lince the Fathers of his time, and who had no inclination to fpare 
hinv have not fo much as mentioned it ^ nor any thing of hist 
taking the blood that flowed from his wound, and throwing it 
againft Heaven and Jefus Chrill, blafphemouily faying, Tbonbafi 
conquered^ Qaïileam 

It is indeed matter of furprize, that the Fathers o£ that ^c 
ihould be wholly ignorant of a thing that made fo much noife in- 
the world, and was fo much talked of in after-ages. - However, I 
do not abfolutely rejeâ the flory,^ but leave it to tb^ reader's, dil^ 
cretion to believe, or disbelieve it, as he pleafes. I (hall pnly iay 
thi^ that 'tis highly probable, that in the heat and tumult of the: 
battle, he was wounded by one of his own foldiers, either by ac*. 
cddent in throwing his javelin againfi thei enemy,, or defignedly 
thro' indignation and rage, for having reduced fb many brave men. 
to the utmofl extremity, and brought them into mani£^ danger, 
of being all cut off. (e) For it is certain, the Perfians did reproach 
the Romans with having afTaffinated their Emi)eror, which they 
learnt from a deferter that had been wounded in the battle. This, 
may be depended on, that as Athanaiius^ being, divinely inipired,. 
had foretold his death, it pleafed God that he fhould hear of the 
death of that wretched prince on the very day he was (Uin, to- 
let him fee that his prediftion was not vain. For Dydimu%.a 
very good man, and one of Athanafius's presbyters, praying day 
and night, as his cuftom was, that God would deliver the Chordi 
from the tyranny of that Apoflate^ while he was at his devotions, 
éilling aileep, he beheld in a dream fome horfemen gallopping 
thro' the air, and laying to one another, X^t Dydimus know that 

(i; Daniaf.deixiuiu or. i. S02. \. 6.0.2. Nic« 1, 10» c. 35* (e) Ammi.. 
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Julian is flain, and let him make a report of it to Athanâffîus. A. P. 
(J) This he accordingly did, being one of them that were intruft- 3^2. 
ed with the knowledge of the place of his retreat, and the event 
proved that he died that very hoar. 

It cannot be denied but that this Prince was matter of many 
excellent qualifications ^ he had as much wit as it was poflible to 
have, as may be ieen in his works ^ he was learned and eloquent, 
had abundance of vivacity, with a delicate and witty kind of 
plea&ntry in converfation ^ add to this, that he was brave, intre- 
pid, aiid viÛorious in feveral battles*, liberal, chafte, temperate, 
indefatigable, adminiftring juftice himfelf, tender of his people, 
not ezaâing from them, enduring the fatigues and hardfliips in 
war, with the meanefl: of his foldiers, and in time of peace never 
indulging himfelf in the voluptuoufnefi and pleafures of the court; 
Tho* it muft be owned, that he had many very great faults, which 
juftly obfcurcd the glory of his merit, {g) For not to mention 
his in&mous Apoftacy, his quitting the ChriiHan Religion, which 
he had profèflèd for twenty years, and his abominable hypocriiy^ 
by whidi he profaned the (acrednels of our holy myfteries for 
above ten years tc^ether, by his hidden idolatry. Nay, fbme wha 
for the fake of Paganifm have extolled him as an hero, cannot 
wholly ftiflc it, however they exprefs it in the fbfteft terms i» 
their writings, that he abounded with an inezhauftible fund of le- 
vity, which was difcoverable in his perfbn, by his irregular and 
fiintaftical gait, which made him do many things not only unbe* 
coming the charaâer of a Prince, but even of a man of commoa 
gravity ^ . lb that I am apt to think, that there was in him a fpice 
of folly, mixt with abundance of impiety. 

He was vain, ambitious, very greedy of applaufe, not permit* 
ting his predeceilbrs to be extolled, whofe nrerit he always decried, 
and for the mofi: inconfiderable aâions requiring as much incenfe 
of praiie te be given him, as he offered to his idols. It is con* 
feflèd, that he had as much learning as was poiCble for fo great a 
Frinoe to attain ta (b) For he was a rhetorician, and a Ibphiii; 
even to ptdantry, being perpetually furrounded by pedants in the 
haUt of philoé>pher8, but efpecially fwayed by Libanius and 

(f) V^SbA. In Laui; Sozom. L 6. c 2* d) Amnu \. 25* (Jb) Eunapi vi^ 
PhiL Jul. ia Epift. 
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A. v. Maximus, who firft corrupted him, and Verc afterwards put to 
362. death by Valens, for exercifing the magick art j (i) and fo veiy 
fuperftitious was he, that the Gentiles themfelves own, that he 
had near exhaufled the country of (heep and oxen for hecatombs 
4o be ufed at his facrifices -, he vfBfi impetuout, imprudent, and 
r^di to the kit degree, incapable of fecrecy, and afFeâing popula- 
rity after a very fcandalous and bafe manner ^ but above all, fb 
fond of appearing like a philofopher, that he let his beard grow to 
4 great length, being thick and pointed towards the bottom» Q) 
which, with the lownefsof his ftature, thç la^genois of his mouth, 
and the length of his nofe, his goggle eye$, and very b«d feataros 
together, mufl make him appear very ridiculous, as he himfelf 
would own to every body, but efpecially to thofe who remembered 
the majefty of Qonftantine, the gravity of Conftantius, and the 
magnificence and fplendor of both their courts* 

(2) But that which ought to render his memory ezeciaUe; as well 
to Pagans ai Chriftians, is the humane viâims which he 10 iecret 
off^r^d to his gods among his philofophers, foothfkyen^ and ma^« 
çi^ns, opening the entrails of boys, girls, men, and women, to 
invoke departed fouls, and demona, for the difcovery of fhtme 
events, {m) Nor can it be faid that theiè are mere calumnies 
r^ifed by the Chriftians, to make his name odioua^ for after his 
d?ath there were found in Antioch chefts, cabinets, cells, and wdls 
full of the fad remains of thofe unhappy viftims, which difco- 
vexed his execrable impiety, and brought on him thù curio, off the 
whole woifld. Thus died that Apoftate Emperor in difgiace, be- 
ing overcome by our blelTed L o k &, whom he firove to rob of his 
Divinity, by re-eftablilhing idolatry 5 while the Arians did the 
latne to gain footing for their harefy. In giving the charaâer of 
thift Ptince, I have neither concealed his virtues, nor his fiiults» 
for the benefit of thofe who, offended at the extraordinary invec- 
tives raifed againft him, fajl into the other extreme, bj the extra, 
yagant encomiums which are given him. 

As the Roman army wa5 now reduced to the lafk extremity, be- 
ing fbrrounded with enemies, in a country defèrt and anknoiriL 
without aipB?unition or provilion, it could not long be without a 
Chief. For which reafon the officers at break of day afTembled to 

« 
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cleft an Emperor, (n) For the general oflRcers, as well they who A.1). 
had ferved ftrmerl} undfcr Conftantius, as thofe whom Juliaw 36tt 
brought with him from Gaul, jiaving propofed each their friend, 
but not agreeing about the chcjfice, the army to a man, favc fome 
few Pagans, with a general vdice criçd out for Joy£an to be éleftcd^ 
tho' he was a very zealous Chrîftian'^ upon which, by thé common 
confent of all the commanders, he was proclaimed Enqperor 
throughout the camp. 

He was a man of great quality, fon of Count Vetranion of Sin- 
gidon înPànnonia, and fteward of the houfliold to the Emperor^ 
(o) He was about 3 3 years old, very well made,' had a fine perfoii^ 
a good mien, and a majeffcick ftature -, was a man of undaunted 
courage, which he Ihewed upon all occafions, but particularly in 
this war where Jovian had the command of a legion. Julian 
having had nothing more at Keart than to dra-w him over from 
Chriftianity to Heathenifm, one day fuddenly offered him his 
choice^ ddier to quit the anrty, or renoufice Chriftianity. (p) Upr 
on which this great man, without a moment's deliberation, deU- 
vered his iword into the emperor's hand ^ but he, unwilling to be 
without I0 oiieful a fbldier in the war he was going to undertakei 
againft the Perfians, bid him execute his ilfual œmmand, ^nd ne- 
ver moie talked to him of changing his religioa' Thus had he the 
freedom of cxercifing his own religion, * publickly detefting the 
Pftgan idolatry, and always making open profeflion of Chriftiani- 
ty 5 and akhrf by the general confent of the aopy te; was chpfen, tp 
fiicceed Julian, what is much to be admired in him, when tl^ejr o& 
fiend him th^e Purple, and were conduâinç him to the Tcibiiûâl; 
which had been fuddenly prepared for Kim, hé declared he was a 
Chriflian, and would refufe the Empire, if he muft reigo over 
FbganSi t-Tke feldiers then with one voice cried out, they were ^ 
Cllriftian», as well the Ycfterans that hgd ferved under (^ojUdotint, 
as they that had fought under G)nftantius^ and even Julianfs fol-. . 
diers themfelves, whofe reign being very (hort, had ndt his' im- 
piety throughly rooted in their hearts. Upon which he accepted 
the Empire, put himfelf at the head of his army, and continued 
their march towards the Tigris. . 
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A. p. (q) In tjie.ir.eau while^ the Perfians taking, the advantage of 
i6)i. JuliajiVVaflinefs, only put themfeives • in the way of the Roman 
armjr^ 'fecùrîng thé paffès without ever coining to a battle. So 
that being reduced to thefe Wretched circumftances; even the va- 
lour and condua of Jovian, could not have ^efcuol them either 
from Vefifhin^ .by femine, of furrendering to the enemy^ if at this 
time ^apor haii Hot come to his army; To which he came to 
reap^the fruit of a vifto'ry obtained without the hazard of a battle. 
But fuddenly changing his delign, he fent ambafladors to Jovian, 
to treat of a peace, whether as being apprehenCve of what might 
be the event of the laft eflbrt of fuch gallant troops made clelpe- 
rate, or fearing that the R.^ man army in Mefbpotamia might come 
to their relief j or out of policy, fuppofing what was highly pro- 
bable, that in making peace in fo favourable a conjunâure;, he 
ihould gain mpre by the advantageous terms he might now obtain, 
than he could by the deflru^ion of the whole Roman army. But 
whatever moved him.to it^ he offered conditions of peaqe^ which 
were accepted byArintheus and Saluft the pretor, Jovian's depu* 
ties, bat they were very diihonourable, the articles obli^g Uni 
to furrender Niiibis and Sangara,. which were the two barriers of 
the Empire on this iide, and five provinces which Sapor claimed 
on the other fide' thtt Tigris. Eut it was abfolutely necefiary to 
accept oF thèfe cgnditions, to extricate the army from the difficul* 
ties in which the ralhnefs and folly of Julian had involved them. 
Thus a peace being concluded, and a truce agreed on for thirty 
year^ Sapor, purfuant to the treaty, which was ligned by both 
partie^ gave Jovian a free paflage, and provifions for his army, 
with which he ma^rched to Antioch, from whence he ordered the 
body of his predeceflbr to be carried to Tarfus. 

(r) At his arrival at Antioch, the firft thing Jovian did, was ft) 
abolifli all Juliana aâs againft the Chriftians by new ediâsi, and 
recalling thofe that had been baniflied, beginning with Athanafin^ 
from whom, to guard himlelf fufEciently againft all erroneous 
doârines, he demanded a certain rule of the true Faith. The fir 
triarch to this end having got together all the Bifhops he conld^ 

(f) Amm. 1. 25, Zai. h 3. Greg. Nat. orat; 2. AD. in Jul Chiyroft. one con» 
^cnt. Ruffin. 1. 2. c i. (r) Socr, 1. 3. c. 27, Sox. !• 6, c^ 3. Grqg. Mai. or. io 
bu<iLAthaOi Api Athaft ft Tbeod. L 4. c. 6. 
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belonging to his province, fent the Emperor a formulary of Faith, A. Di 
drawn up agreeable to that of the Council of Nice, befceching 36?. 
him to obferye it. inviolably, without the leaft alteration, as the 
true Catholick Faith, profefied by all the Churches-of Italy, Spain, 
France, and England, Macedonia, all Greece, and Africk, Dacia, 
MyCa^ and Sardinia, Cyprus, Candia, and Egypt, Lybia, Pam- 
philia, and Ifauria, Lycia, Pontus, and Cappadocia, and all over 
the Eaft -, exicept lome few that were infedled with the hcrefy of 
Arius, whofe number being fmall, how obftinate foever theywere^^: 
they could be no prejudice: to the Faith profelTed over the whole 
earths For he aflured the Emperor, that he had letters and con- 
{eilions of Faith from all the: Churches he had named, and manr 
more far remote. fw)m thofe .parts, (i) And befides writing tlus. 
eicellept epiftle. in the nanie^of theSynod, he went in perfon to 
Antiodi, ; J:>\ùan greatly defiring to ftehiiD, to confer with that. 
Prince, on matters of Faith. . 

Thisepiftle and conference fo confirmc4»hiin inrfthe. wthodoz 
Faith, which. he had always profeflib^, that her çon^nuçd firm a^4, 
UQihdkeii^ notwithflanding, all the-ariifi/ces; of th^' Afiai:^ bifliojgf^. 
VJb{3i ^deavoured to pervert, him ^ nkmeljg;! ^£1 of Ancyi^a, apd 
hia S€tni*>Arians, and the Macedonians, who prefented an addreia 
tQ.hijii|..ii^ which they demanded that the biflippricks of the Aca*; 
ciaii9 mi^t iie given them, feeing they maintained a.perfjpâ fvhr^i 
fhintial finulitfide of the Word with tl^e Father, whicji the reft, 
blalphemoufly denied. But Jovian having refpeâ both tahisjrule; 
of Faith,. and likewifib to the prefent pofture of his affairs, which 
voul4 npt permit him to proceed violently, without giving a par-.- 
ticular anïwèr to their addrefs, iignified to.them, that >|he three « 
following TuiesfliQuld be his guide in all reljigipus m^ttersy (t) The. 
firO: was, that lie would inviolably preferye the i^aith, as profelfed 
in ' the Nkene Creed, and would, as long as he lived, prefer it to- 
all other xx>nfelEons whatfbever. The fécond,, that he had a great- 
averiion to all thofe that loved contention, and would always en* 
opurag^ fuch asipught to preferve the peace, >of the Qiurf^* %hc, 
third wjw, that he would offer violence to no man on the accoi^ntt 
ai. hiM Faith, but they that contributed to the peace and unity o£ 
|Jie Church, jQiould be diflinguilhed by particular marks of his far 
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jé. D. vour. (»} And as for Euzoius and Lucias, the laft of whom bid 
|^^ been lent hy the Arians from Alexandria, and who was the head 
of that partjr iince the tragkal death of Ctar^ the Anatn, becanfe 
thej came to renew their calomnies againft Athaitafins, and m* 
portnne him on that head, he treated them verj roughly, efpeci- 
ally a priefl: of Alexandria, and the ennuchs of the palace^ who 
held a private correfpondence with Enzxnus; tlureatening to ponifli 
them Cbverely if they ever dared to fiillicit him an/ more on that 
fubjeâ. 

(x) This procedore of the Emperor, and the anfweis he gave 
thefe Arians, Iktisfied the world that the Nicene Faith would pre^ 
vail at court, - and the Arians themfelves, who were the bittereft 
agaitift. it, made openl/ a profefiion of it. For when Melitius, 
who was now- recognized bifhop of Antioch hj moft of the Catho» 
lickf, caHed a Sytiod, ; in which the Nicene Creed was Iblemnly 
received, Acacius himfelf, and Maris of Calcecbn, who afllfled in 
ir^ withoutafty ^difficulty fubfcribed to it, as containing a déclara* 
tionof the triie^aith, perhaps out of a mere politick motive, as 
tbâffiannerof the Aidaitt was, which the philofbpher Themiftios 
juftly reproached them with, fixme time after, in the oration which 
he fpoke before the Emperor when conful, who plainly told theili, 
that it was not God whom they worfhipped, but the Imperial 
Purple, and. that they, like the Euripùs, could be on this fide to 
day, and to morrow on the contrary -, and that they regtiîàted their 
Faith by that of their Prince's. He might hâve faid the finie 
thing of his brother philofophert, (y) for when the idol temples 
were ihut up, and the philpfophers; feducers of Julkn^ and ac- 
complices of bis abominations, were contemned and hated, they, 
to avoid difcovery, quitted the philofdphiek rob^ and habited 
themfelves like other men. 

(x) In the mean time the fchifm at Antioch, which b^^ in 
Julian's reign, by the ill çonduâ of Lucifer, between Melitios 
and Pàiilinus, inflead of being extinguifhed, was increaied by a 
third F^rty, formed hf Peter Yitalis. This man was orthodoot as 
to the dodrine of thé Ccftfubftantiality^ but out of envy and de- 
fpight that Flavian was on all occafions preferred befiire htm; he 

(X) SocTr L 3. Ç. s6. Soa» L ^ c 27. 

went 



BOOK V. The Hifiory of Akia^jsm. iBi 

went over to the Apollinarians, who chofe him for their bilhop- ^. A 
And as he had acquired a great reputation by the feeming fanftity 363,. 
of his life, he encreafed the number of his followers with many 
perfons that left Paulinus, whom he accufed of Sabellianifm- 
(a) Paulinus cleared himfelf from this calumny by giving Athana* 
fius a profeffion of his Faith, with which he was fully fatisfied, 
and admitted him to conmiunion. (b) But finding all endeavours 
to reunite the parties would be fruitlefs, they being fb exafperated 
one againft another, he returned to Alexandria, having obtained 
every thing he thought neceflary of Jovian, for the better govern* 
ment of his church. 

After this, the Emperor having given direftiona for the manage- 
ment of his affairs in the Weft, as he had l^fore done in the Eaft^ 
during his ftay at Antioch, he fet out for Conftantinople in the 
month of December, regulating all along in his way thither the 
affiiirs of AHsu He took on him the Confullhip at Ancyra, on the 
firft day of the year, taking for his collègue his fon Varronian, an j^^ 
in&nt| but the pomp of that feftival was fbon followed by his fu- 
neraL (c) For when he came to Dadafiana, which divides Galatia 
from Bithynia, where he heard Themiftius's panegyrical oration, 
pronounced on the occafion of his entering on his, ConfoUhip^ he 
was one morning found dead in his bed, on the ieventeenth day o£ 
February, having been ftifled in the night by the fumes of diar- 
cole, which were left burning in his chamber to dry the walls, that 
had been newly plaiftered. This is an accident that has. oftea 
happened, for without fearching further for examples, his prede-^ 
ceOTor Julian, in one of his orations, fays, he thought that he 
fhould have died at Paris one winter, which was very fevere^ the 
Seine being frozen over, and he relblving to have no fire made in 
his chamber, altho' the rigour of the feafon required it, ordered 
chascole to be brought in its ftead, which had like to have coft him 
hi$.life^ had he not been timely relieved, by his attendants carry^ 
ing him out when half choaked. Here we may obferve, what dif» 
ferencc there is between the council of God, and the realbnings of 
nian, who too frequently and unjuftly paffes his judgment of God's 
will by events. For he that was. an Apoftate alirady in his hearty 

(•) Soz. 1. 6. c. ?.. C*) Sol. ibîcU (r) Ainin. 1. 25. Socr. L 3^ ci zu 
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A, I), and had done unfpeakable mifchief to the Chriftian cau£è, dcapcd, 
?64* and the Prince, who had with fo much zeal re-eftablilhcd God's 
holy Religion, and under whole government, in all appearance, it 
muft have flourilhed and increafed, perilhed in the like danger, 
before any one could come to his relief. We (hould therefore ad- 
mire and adore, with the profoundeft humility, the decrees of 
<jod*s providence, not prefumptuoufly endeavouring to penetrate 
into the reafbns of them, nor interpret them as they may appear 
to us, or as it often happens, with paiEon or prejudice. 

(d) After the death of Jovian, the army advanced as fiir as Nice, 
where the principal commanders aflembled together about the 
«leaion of an Emperor^ and after nominating two or three, which 
-were all di(approved of,» Saluftius named Valentinian, who was 
chofen by the confent of all the army ^ whereupon couriers were 
difi)atched to Ancyra, to acquaint him with his promotion to the 
Imperial dignity, where he had been left by Jovian with fome 
troops under his command, (é) He was a man of about forty-three 
years of age, ennobled by his own merit, and that of his father 
Gratian, who obtained his nobility by his virtue, and altho'he 
was of obfoire and mean parentage, being born in a little village 
in Pannonia. But he was endowed with fuch excellent qualifica- 
tions both of body and mind, (but particularly remarkable for his 
courage and condudt) that he pafled thro' all the pofts in the army, 
from that of a common foldier, even to being honoured wifli the 
dfiief command, having been general of the Roman army both in 
Africa and England. But being difgraced, and his goods confif* 
cated by Conftantius, for having fumptuoufly entertained Mag- 
nentius at his houfe: (/) It happened that Valentinian, like hi» 
father, procured his advancement by his merit, rifing gradually, 
with £6 great applaufe among the Ibldiery, that every one acknow- 
ledged, that he always deferved more than was or could be beftowed 
on him. (g) But what rendered him the moft illuftrious, and wor- 
thy of the Empire, was the glorious qualification of having been 
aConfeflbr for the name of Christ. For being tribune of the 
Emperoi**s life-guard, he marched one day before J lian, who went 
to the temple of Fortune, and when one of the priefts who waf 
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facrificing, had purpofely let fall on him fome drops of water that A. D^ 
were confecrated to the idol, with which he pretended to expiate 964^ 
the fins of the people then prefent, the generous Valentinian gave 
him a box of the ear, in the Emperor's prefence. (b) And after he 
had (hook off that profane water, which fell on his left hand, he 
cut off a good part of his mantle, that had been . polluted by it^ 
Julian could not bear this infult, but burning with rage and indig: 
nation, in fpite of all his philofophj, drove him from the courts 
and banifiied him into Mitilene in Armenia, together with his 
brother Valens, who belonged to the Emperor's guards, who rathe£ 
chofe to quit his poft, and cut himfelf off from the cxpeûation of 
making his fortune, than renounce his Faith. This glorious con* 
felEon of the two brothers was afterwards rewarded with the Em* 
pire itfêlf For Valentinian, who knew both how to command 
and obey, upon his arrival at Conftantinople, aflbciated his brother 
with him in the Empire, who was at that time about thirty-five 
years old, leaving him the government of the Eaft, and taking ta 
himfelf that of the Weft, whither he went the year following. 

(i) In the mean time, the Macedonian and Semi-Arian bifliopg,. 
who had been much difcountenanced by Jovian, and who fought 
hy aQ means to ruin Eudoxius and the Ariani, whofe violenoe 
they had exi)erienced and dreaded, fent deputies to Valentinian^ 
when he iras on his way thro* Thrace with his brother, who ac- 
-companied him as fiir as Sirmium. Their conrniiliion was to in* 
treat the Emperor to think favourably of them for their endeavoiurs^ 
to re*eftablifti the purity of the Faith, in oppofition to thofe erroiB 
that had oornipted it. To whom Valentinian anfwered, that be^ 
ÎDg only a layman, and not a competent judge, he would not con- 
cern him&lf in Ecclefiaftical matters; but told them, they might 
meet when they pleafed, to confider of thefe things among them» 
felves. Duibtlefs the Emperor had a right to appoint both the 
time and place o£ their meeting, becaufe no G)uncil caii be held 
without the authority of the Prince. But he thought it prudent 
and neceflary at that time to grant them liberty of confcience, and 
give no man difturfaance for the fake of the religion he profelle^ 
idtho^ he Gonflantly adhered to the Catholick «cauie, and adjudged 
it better Id draw peotde over by fiur meansi tbaa compel tkfW k>' 
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ut'D. come into it by violence and force, (i) The Bifliops having ob- 
3^5« tained the commiflion they defired, and Valens, who was then a 
Catholick, confirming the grant to them foon after, on his return 
to Conftantinople^ they aflembled at Lamfacus, a town iituate on 
the JHellefpont^ where they difannuUed all the adls of the pretend- 
-ed 0)uncil of G)nftantinople, held under Eudoxius, whom, toge- 
ther with his collègue Acacius, they declared guilty of impiety. 
They aboliftied likewife the formulary of the falfe Council of Ri- 
mini, which had been received at Conftantinople. They approved 
and eftabliflied that of Seleucia, and the firft Council of Antioch: 
(i) And as that Council was full of abettors of the Macedonian 
herefy, they added the moft horrid blafphemies againft the Holy 
Ghoft, more openly denying his Divinity than any one had ever 
done before, and ufed their utmoft endeavours to have the fame 
approved of by the other bifliops of their party, who were aflem- 
bled in divers places. 

But what makes this Council more in&mous than any other is, 
the baie and fcandalous means, and the grofs impofition made ufe 
of to furprize the Bifliop of Rome into their meafiires. For 
in order to obtain communion with Liberius, and all the Weftem 
Church, they lent deputies to him, the chief of whom was Eofla- 
thius of Sebafl:a in Armenia, a man of no honour, nor fidth, who 
could change parties as often as it fuited with the times, and his 
interefl:, and had often been depofed by both parties. They com- 
miflioned him to give the Bifliop of Rome all the a/IiiiEnces he 
required, in order to perfuade him that they were of the fame Faith 
with him* Euftathius, who was a complete viDain, tfaorongUy 
difcharged his commiflion, and prefenting his letters &am the Sy*> 
nod to Liberius, aflured him that they were of the fame Faith 
with the Roman Church. But Liberius would not accept of the 
letters, but told him, that they having fo often dedared for the 
Arîans in oppofition to the dodlrine of the Council of Nice, he 
could not admit them to communion. The deputies replied, that 
once indeed they had been deeply engaged in an error, but now 
being convinced of the truth, they had embraced it : And that 
confeflingy as they did, againft the Anans that the Son of God 
^88 in all things like unto the Father, they thereby defied to 
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maintain the doftrine of the Confubfiamiality conformably to the A.D^ 
Kicene Creed. Liberius, not fatisfied with thefe proteftations, de- î^5» 
manded of them to give him in writing a confeflion of their F«ith^ 
in which the Nicene Creed was rehearfed with the word Confab^ 
fiantiaU This they did without any hefitation, and made their 
confeffion more extenfive than he required, and figned it as well in 
their own name, as in that of the Synod of Lampfacus, anathe- 
matizing all the contrary errors, particularly that which was fup- 
ported in the falfe Council of Rimini. After this the Bifhop of 
Rome had pretty good reafbn to believe that they were returned 
to the true Faith, and Ihould it prove otherwife, he had in his 
hand proof of their diillmulation, whicJi would juftify his condufl: 
to the Church, if they fliould be fb hardy as to deny what they 
had done. He therefore gave them letters of peace, in which he 
exprelTes his joy for the happy re^union of the Eaftem and Weftern 
Churches, who had, with one confent, condemned the formulary of 
the Council of Rimini, which the Bifhops had been drawn into by 
force or furprize. (») He wrote every where alfb to the fame pur- 
pofe ^ and the deputies entrufted with thefe letters, and tho^ of 
the bifhops of Sicily, and the Synod of Illyria, together with one 
firom the Emperor Yalens, who had remitted to him at Conftanti* 
nople the decrees of this Synod, and that of Lamfacus, went to 
Tyana in Cappadocia, where the orthodox Bifhops were aiTembled. 
There they prefented them the letters from Liberius, and their 
own profefEon of Faith, which were read, (o) Then copies of thefe 
letters, and the letters of the Weflern bifhops were fent to all 
thofe of the Eaft, and it was likewife fignified to them, that their 
lumber far furpafTed that of the bifhops of Rimini, and defîred 
them all to affemble on a certain day at Tarfus in Cilicia, where 
the Wcftcm bifhops were alfo to be prefent to fign the fame thing, 
and make the re-union general Upon this Euftathius of Sebafta, 
and an the other depofed bifhops were reflored to their dignities. 

Here you plainly fee the de%n of thefe wicked men, which 
was merely to be revenged of Eudoxius, without altering their 
ientiments in point of Faith* For as they had told the Bifhop of 
Rome that by the term alike in Snbflance^ they underflood the very 
Xame thing which was meant by the word Canfnbfiantial^ fo when 
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A. D. occafion fhould offer, they had it in referve to £ày that by the 
8^5- term CoftfuÈ{ftafitial^ to which they fubfcribed, they meant nothing 
more than \vhat was eipreffed in the words alike in Subfiaxce. 
(p) This gave them room ftill to fupport Arianifm, as they ever 
afterwards did, and after their admilLon into the Church could be 
lefs guarded againft. Hence it is manifeft, that the greateft mit 
fortune that can happen to the Church, is not her having fons that 
revolt from her, and oppofe her dcûrines with heretical notions, 
and are for th:»t reafon excommunicated from her^ but her having 
deceitful members, that under the fpecious appearance of a feigned 
fubmilFion, lie in her bofom on purpofe to rend her bowels. 

In the mea)i time Eudoïius, who was fo vigoroufly attacked by 
thofe at Lampfacus, was not backward on his part, according to 
the genius of the Arians, to make a powerful party at court, where 
he had already gained over the Emprefs Dominica, and who was 
very much difpofed to favour both himfelf and his fcntiments. 
But he was forced to diflemble^ and defer the revenge which he 
meditated, waiting for the iflue of the civil war- whidi Valent 
had then upon his hands. For he having pafled into Afia, in or- 
der to go to Antioch, left any attempts ihould be made on Ûizt 
iide by the Perfian^-, Procopius, Julian'is kinfman, after having 
entered into a league with fome of the oflBcers of the army, on a 
, fudden appeared at Conftantinaple, on the twenty-eighth of Sep- 
tember, attended by a very fmall number, who proclaimed him 
Emperor. The meaner fort prefently joined him, and a little after 
having gained over to his party the foldiors that were in Thrace, 
he made an alliance with the Goths, who promifed to briog him 
afliftance. Thus ftrengthened he takes the field, and beats fome of 
the Emperor's forces, and made himfelf mafter of Bithynia, and 
got fo formidable a party, that Valens, hearing thefe fad tidings 
in Cappadocia, defpairing of his fafety,^ was about to furrender 
366. "P ^^^ Empire to his rival, (q) But his friends encouraging him» 
he faced about, and marched againft him into Phrygia, where 
having got together what forces he could, during the winter, and 
had foiîie flight skirmilhes in the beginning of the campaign, 
when the two armies were in %bt of om another, Arbetiou, one 

(p) Syn Illjr apud Thcod. 1. 4. c. 6. Baf- cp. 87. Epiph. h»r. 75. (,) Amm. 
lib. 26. Hier. Chrpn, Idat. 
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of the oldeft officers of the Empire, arid of Confular dignity, A. D. 
fpake Co loud, and with fo much authority, to the foldiers of Pro- 3^^' 
copius, that they came all over to Valens. The ufurper feeing 
himfelf abandoned, endeavoured to fave himfelf in a wood, but 
was the next morning taken thence by two of his own men, and 
delivered up to Valens, who caufed his head to be forthwith cut 
offj and fent it to Valentinian, who received it at Paris at the 
fame time that Jovinus, his general of the horfe, entered the city 
in triumph, after a glorious victory obtained over the Germans. 
After this Marcellus, a kinfman of Procopius, prefumed to fct up 
for Emperor, hoping to gain to his party the Goths who came to 
the aid of his coufin^ but being prevented, and feized by the Em- 
peror*s foldiers, they put him to the rack^ and fo ended his 
wretched life. 

The happy end of this war was the beginning of another, very 
prejudicial to the caufe of religion, by the confequences that at- 
tended it throughout the world, and Valens changing his fenti- 
ments of religion ^ all which was occafloned by this, (r) For re- 
turning to Conftantinople, and refolving to demand fatisfaftioii 
of the Goths, he was willing to receive baptifm before he began 
the war : Then fufFering himfelf to be fo far mifled by his wife, 
whom Eudoxius had made an Arian, he put himfelf entirely un- 
der his conduft, and was baptifed by him. This wicked man, who 
had a gteat deal of cunning and hypociifj^ feconded by the arti- 
fices of the Emprefs, who was devoted to his party, -knew fo well 
how to influence this Prince, and to govern his aifeftions, that he 
inftilled into him the venom of pure Arianifm to fuch a degree, 
that on adminiftring baptifm to him, he bound him by a folemn" 
oath to perfevere in that belief, and to eftablifh it to the ulmoft of 
his power throughout the whole Empire, and to expel the BiOiops 
from their fees that fhould offer to oppofe it: (j) Infomuch that as 
Conftantia was the protedlrefs of the Arians under Conftantine the 
great, an^Eufebia under Conftantius, fo this Emprefs was alfo 
their protcârefs in the court of Valens. For Ihe. perverted his 
fpirit, filling him with hatred againft the true Faith, made him in 
love with herefy and cruelty, for m.aintaiuing of the one, and 

(r) Theod. 1. 4, c. 11, {$] Socr. 1. 4. c. 3. Sox. 1. 6. c. 7. Oof. 1. 7. c. 3?. 
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A. D. abolîfhirig of the other, as if the devil had no other way permitted 
366. him to feduce people to error, but by the means of a woman, nor 
was Adam to be mifled but by an Eve. However, Valens did not 
begin openly to perfccute the Catholicks, fearing to difoblige his 
brother Valentinian, to whom he always paid fo great a deference 
and refpeft, as if he had been his Lieutenant, and not his Collègue. 
But he, in tlje mean while, permitted Eudoiius to aâ as he 
pleafed. 

(r) This man making an infolent ufe of his power, treated the 
Catholicks at Conftantinople with all maimer of ill ufage, and in 
order to be revenged on the Council of Semi-Arians that was held 
in oppofition to him at Lampfacus, he put a flop to that which 
had been fummoned to meet at Tarfus, and caufed the bifhops of 
his own party to aflemble at Nicomedia, where he requited fuffi- 
ciently the ill treatment which he had from his enemies. Nay, 
Eleufius himlelf, Bifhop of Cizicus, who had been one of themoft 
violent againft him, feeing the credit he had with the Emperor, 
had not courage enough to refift him, or the menaces of Valens, 
but ligned any thing he would have him. But was afterwards fo 
ihocked and ojffended at his own cowardife, that on his return to 
Cizicus, he publickly confefled his fault before all the people, and. 
defired them to proceed to the eleôion of another bifhop^ who had 
more courage and refolution than himfelf j but the people, who 
paflionately loved him, abfolutely refufed to do it. Eudoxius 
having this favourable opportunity, made ufe of it fot the ad- 
vancement of his friend Eunomius, the moft profligate and im- 
pious of all the difciples of Aetius, and prevailed with the Empe- 
ror to place him in the fee of Eleufius. But his continuance there 
was not long -, for being a very bad man, and very impudent^ but 
one of very little learning, knowing hardly any thing but the 
art of making fophifms, he preached fuch horrid blafphemies,^ 
without being cunning enough to conceal and fuppreft them, that 
the people of Cizicus, no longer able to bear with him, drove him 
in difgrace out of their town. Upon this he returns back to his 
patron Eudoiius, who being a man of more fubtilty, and not & 
pallionate as Eunomius, was afraid at that time to uie any endea-^ 
vours to procure his re-eftablifliment, fbaring left he fhould ruin 

Ct) Sozr. lib» 4. cap» 6, &.€. 
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himfelf, if he fliould defend the other*$ blafphemici (m) At the A.D, 
iame time Urfacius and Valens aûcd in concert with him, who î^^* 
had been his chief coitf dents next to Acacius bifliop of Cxfarea, 
who was iuft then dead, called a Council of Arians to aflemble at 
Singidon, where, in oppofition to the Semi- Arians, they confirmed^ 
the formulary of Rimini, of which they themfelves had been the 
authors. They gave an account of this to Gerrainius, bifhop of 
Sirmium, hoping to prevail with him to be of their party ^ but 
he abfolutely refufed joining, with them, declaring that he would 
always keep to the third formulary of Sirmium, which they had 
iigned all together in the prefence of the Emperor G)nfiantius. 

While Arianifin thus reigned triumphantly in the Eaft, by the 3^7* 
"^olence of Eudoxius, backed by the favour and authority of Va- 
lens, Damafhs, who fucceeded Liberius, bifliop of Rome, notwith- 
fianding the raging fchifm of Urfkcius, behaved himfelf with the 
courage that became fo gireat a man, to extinguiih all remains of it 
in the Weft, which Auxentius, bifliop of Milan, with all pofliblc 
artifice was labouring to revive. 

The Emperor Yalentinian, after having fuccelsfully concluded 368* 
his war ag^ft the Germans, on his return to Milan, luffsrcà him« 
felf to be too caffly impofed on by the wiles of this deceitful man, 
who pretending to be of the Catholick Faith, ufed certain eqni- 
Vocal terms, as the manner of the Arians was, which feemed very 
advantageous to the Divinity of the Word, and might eafily be 
converted into a general fenfe, and adapted to either angels or good 
men. The Emperor, who loved peace, was perfiiaded that he aâed 
with iîncerîty, and moreover, without farther examining into the 
matter, fearing fomething might be difcovered, if he did, that 
might be an obftacle to the peace he fo earneftly deiired, he pub- 
lifhed an edid: in favour of Auxentius, requiring every body to 
efttem hixh as orthodox, without any longer queftioning the ortho» 
doxy of his Faith : That no one fliould refufe to communicate 
with him ^ that he fliould be recognized as Bifliop, as he himfelf 
had done. St. Hilary, who well knew the malice of that Arian, 
could not bear that the Church fliould be fo dangeroufly attacked 
T>y furprize: And feeing that neither Eufebius of Verfelle, nor 
Thilagrios of Brefla, who had often endeavoured to difcover the 
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A.D. artifice» of that heretkk, could tie no longer liftfenedto; femnck 

369- had the fpccious appearance of peace abnfed the Emperor, he came 

to Milan to declare againft Auxentias, to pronounce him an hy- 

pocritif, and fignify that his Faith was very difiereirt from irhat 

he o'pèhl j^ prpfeffed. 

(x) The Emperor, alarmed at this adion, named ten Mfhopf^ 
and two x)fficers of his court, to hear the conteft between Hilar/ 
and Auxentius. This Auxentius would have declined, alledging 
that a man ought not to be brought on his trial, that had been aV 
ready condemned, and depofed by Saturninus. But his judges 
obliged him to proceed to jnftify himfelf, becaufe the.difpate now 
was only concerning the nature of his belief, of which the Em- 
peror deiired to be informed. Then Auxentius being prefled to 
declare plainly, if he believed that Jesus Christ was the true 
God, and of the fame fbbftance with his Father, as he had told 
the Emperor ^ he was under a neceffity, for fear of being forthwith 
proved to have abufed and impofed upon his Prince, of boldly de- 
claring^ that he did ^ upon which he was oblijged to fign this de* 
claration. But at Ae feme time, to have a pretence for denyiog 
!t when he pleafed, he preftnted an addrefs, very artfully penned 
to Valentinian, , complaining, firft, how cruelly he was persecuted 
ly the calumnies of Hilary and Eufebius^ and afterwards, in dc- 
daring that he held the Faith as eftablilhed in feveral holy 0)un- 
cils, and that he was neither an Arian, nor did he know Arius, 
he had given a defcription of his Faith in fuch ambiguous terms, 
that they might be uriderftood in an Arian fçnfe. But fince he 
had openly profefled before the bifhops, that he believed Jesus 
Christ to be the true God, and his petition fecmed to fày the 
fame thing in equivocal terms, Valentinian, who was prejudiced 
by the pretence of the peace of the Church, and the people, who 
readily followed the example of their Prince, accounted Auxentius 
orthodox, and Hilary a flanderer, and a man of a very turbulent 
and troublefbme fpirit 5 and notwithftanding all his proteftations 
to the contrary, they made him leave Milan, as a difturber of the 
publick repofe, and the peace of the Church. Thus a peace un- 
feafonably made, may be more pernicious than the .contiouance of 
a war i for in this caft the defenders of the CathoHck truth were 

(x) Hll. cont. Auxcn, 
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difarxncd, and a concealed enemy received into her bofom, who A. D. 
could conftantl/ annoy it afterwards without any refiftance, Nc- ^^9* 
verthelefs St. Hilary aâed with , the fanae vigilance and courage 
for the defence of the Church, 9s he had formerly done* And 
having accefi no longer to the Emperor^ he addrefled himfelf by a 
letter to the'Biihops of both Empires, together with the whole 
body of the faithful, in which he gave an ezaâ account of all that 
f)aâèd in the conference at Milan, and clearly diibovered to them 
the hypocrify of Auzentius, and the Arian poilbn that was con- 
cealed under the fallacious terms of his petition, by which he had 
efiihared the Emperor^ and abufed the whole court. After which 
that ftrenuous defender of the Divinity of Jesus Christ, was 
removed to Heaven, to receive the crown which he deferved for 
his glorious contending for the Faith on earth. Auzentius, on his 
pairt, ftrove to make the moft of his viâory, and feeing tliat his 
artial management had jK>t only deceived Valentin ian, but, even 
the orthodoz Chrifiians of Milan, who took him for a real convert, 
he attempted to publifli the formulary of Rimini, and thaf of 
ai^ througbpnt.^U Thrace, which w^ received bf; fojijuje (^f the 
Biibopt cf Illyria, who were by thiy means impo£bfi fipon^/ 9B well 
Jia the reft. 

But Damafue, Bifhop of Rome, was a perfon of too much pe* 
jpefimtion to he deceived after this mgnner, ia aa ^^fj^air of t^at 
coiiftqiiaiCf, And hid too much refo^Dtioa fiot ip 9JPSP^ tbJp ^t- 
tônpta.itf thfS imp^Aoiv ftUW fapported >y the p^f teajloo. ot the 
Cmpergc, who had fijfjfifr^d himfelf to be £> eaiily deceived by him. 
(y) That Bifliop had already condemned Yalens and tJj&cius, 
the two &St and moft dangerous Arians that had been in the Weft. 
Attanafiiis likewifp, and tfce £|ftii9ps of Egypt and AfiriOL who 
«oc ailèfitbled in a .Synod, made very prelling idtanctis tpr' r^- 
momJDg that ufarper &om ^he chai^<)f Milan, who was iiot oiily a 
notodoiis Arian, but an accomplice with Gregory in all hj& crimes, 
who had iitfnided intp the Church of Alex^dria, and whom he 
hÊàùobnntàjp^ifitt. And jalth^o' JP^fftaiifs had for fometime de- 
^femed taking notice.. of him, becj^pie Au?eptius Jjad feemiijgly 
.profcAd the:jGathQliek F^ith^ t^ g?ii^,the ûnperar's jprote^ioo, 
he waited for further proof of the fincerity of his converfion. 

• 
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A. D. (%) But when he had prefentcd his petition to the Emperor^ co»^ 
5^9» taining Arianirm in difguife, whieh he would have put off for the 
true Faith : Then Damafus, having afTembled at Rome fourfcofe 
and ten Bifhops of Italy and Gaul, that impoftor wa» there fc* 
lemnly condemned and anathematized. They again abolifhed 
what had been done in the Council of Rimini. They dedared 
alib^ that the only Catholick Faith was that of Nice in Bithynia^. 
and then fent their deeifions in a fjoiodicaï epiftle to the Bifliops 
of niyria that had fufiered themfelves to be impofed on by Auxen- 
tins, (a) This fentence was approved of by all the Churches of 
Italy^ Gaul, and Spain, who condemned in their Synod» the four 
or five noted Arians that ftill remained in the Weft, by which 
they were happily delivered of that pefl^ which had lately made 
fuch an hayoek amongft them. 

But at the fame time the Eaftern Church, ihfttad of enjoying; 
the like calm, was more harrafTed than ever, by a horrible perfe^ 
cution excited by Valens. (*)*For that Emperor, being now no 
longer hindered by his war with the Goths, which ended without 
any memorable aftion, having accepted the propo&ls for peace 
whichf were offered by the Goth», nor awed by. his brother, who 
had been too eafily wrought on in the afikir of Auzentius, he re-* 
felved now publickly to put in execution what he had promifed 
hy oath to Eudoxius. And to this end^ he gave orders to all magi.. 
Stnte^ that all the Bifliops who had bëen.bankhed by Confitntiot 
and reftored jby Julian, fliould be deprived of tileir biflioprickt 
This was an open declaration of war againft the Catholicka, and a 
publick attempt to reftore Arianifm into moft of the Churdies cf 
the Eaft, by there placing Arians inftead 06 the ortiiodox. The 
j^efeâr of Egypt, being intimidated by* the penalties laid upon 
the magiftrates that Ihould neglea forthwith to obey the imperial 
edid, was for immediately patting it in execution, hj baniflûng 
Athanalius from his lee. But the Alexandrians vigoroofly op- 
pofcd it, remonftrating that their Patriarch could not be ccnnprifed 
in this ediét, fince he left his biflioprick voluntarily in the reign 
of Conftantius, and that Julian was fo far from refioring him, 
that he fent perfbns to Alexandria to put him to death* But not 

(ij Theoa. 1. 2. C.22, Sozoia. 16, c 23. («) Atban. Ep> ad Epia; 
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withftandîng this remonftrance, the governour perfifting in his A. A 
refolution, a great tumult was raifed in the city, and the Alexan- 3^9* 
drians declared to a man^ that they would all perifh rather than 
part with their Patriarch Athanafius, Wherefore the prefeét not 
having fufficient ftrength to enforce his commands, and fearing'a 
general infurreûion, purfucd that matter no further. Neverthe- 
Ifefs, a few days after, when the tumult was appeafed, Athanafiu^ 
unwilling any diforder (hould happen upon his account, made hi* 
efcape in the night both from his friends and enemies, and hid 
himfelf in a defert place, or^ as fome will have it, in the tomb of 
his father, where he was concealed four months; not being able to 
get a fafer retreat, at a time when by his flight he- procured the 
guiet of his people more than his own. 

It ie very apparent that the good man was direâed to this courfe 
by the hand of Providence. Fot the . very night that he retired^ 
the governour believing that the tumult was ceafed, thought he 
might ieize hiin without difturbance, and thereupon furrounded! 
his palace^ but after having- fearched all his apartments to no pur^. 
pofe, he was obliged to retire before daylight, mudi dtfpleafed at 
having milled his aim^ But this ftorm was prefently fticceeded hy 
a calm, when the whole city was overwhelmed with ibrrow and* 
defpair for the lois which they had fuflained. For whether it wai; 
tiiat the Emperor had fome fhame or remorle for attacking a msLXX 
of fo great, reputation, and who had in all his confliâs come otf* 
with glory and conqueft, or that he feared a general revolt in Aler-- 
andria, which had fb zealoufly declared for their Patriarch, who* 
was ÎO dear to them, or it may be that the Arians themfelves, by 
a fine piece of policy, had rather he (hould continue the reft of his 
life^ which in courfe of nature could not* be long, in Alexandria, 
than that being driven from thence hefliould be compelled to have 
reooifirfe to Valentinian, or perhaps Valens himfelf whom he 
might difabnfe y however it was, the Emperor wrote word back 
to the prefeâr, that he fliould let him remain peaceably in his fee, 
and that he was not intended in the edift. So that being returned 
to Alexandria, where he was received by the general applaufe of 
Ae whde'Churdi, he governed his diocefe ever after withabun* 
dance of peace and tranquility. But foon after, hearing that Eu- 
lebios biÔiop of Verfelle, his companion in travel, was removed, 
to a crown oC glory, he died like hixp, full of* years and good 

worksj 



194 The Hijtûty of A r i A K lis M. ^OOK V. 

A. D. works, in a peifeû ft«te of eafe, after having paiTed dl hh life in 
37'- continual conflids for the defence of the Faith. j(c) The "whole 
city was full of mourning and tears for his deceàfê, nor could they 
otherwife comfort themfelves under their grief than hy the extra- 
ordinary refpeâ which thej paid to his memoty^ in making a 
'moft magnificent funeral» which even furpafled the fplendor of 
their triumphs, when they celebrated his conquefta^ on bis return 
to Alexandria. The glorious adlions which he did in his liSe-timc, 
and the terrible perfecution which biftory relates him to have unr 
dergone with invincible courage, and the fine encoanutna wbkh 
the moft eloquent of the Fathers have given him, and the admi* 
rable works which he hath left to. pofterity, give us ib eialted an 
idea of the greatnefs of his foul and mind, that I dare not venture 
to draw the portraiture of this incomparable man^ left it ihonld be 
ifound to come far {bort of the original. 

But while the Church of Alexandria were at -peace by the ret-orn 
of their Patriarch, all the £aft befides was terribly hairafled by the 
(fury and cruelty of the Arians. The orthodox bilhops were dri- 
ven from their fees, banifhed to barbarous coimtiies, hereticks 
were by force put into their bifliopricks, and to fupport their ty- 
:nnny, the fevereft punifliments and mofi: cruel torments were ez- 
«rcifed upon all that oppofed them, (d) Pelagius bifihop of Laodh 
vea, a man of remarkable virtue, and one who defended thie truth 
with an ApoftoHck zeal, was banifhed to Arabia» Gre^ry Kyflèn, 
who could not polllbly be meant in the edid, becaufe hut lately 
advanced to his bifhoprick, was driven from it by a Synod vèidb 
the Arians held in (^latia, to exterminate all thofe that Taleos 
had fpared, by fome reftriûîons, which he was not foixy wrtre xtit 
idered ufeleis, by the determination which the bifhopa, whom be 
permitted to aâ in thofe cafes, gave againft £he orthodox. And 
Eufebius of Samoiata, one of the mofi formidable adverfarkt the 
Arians had in the £afi, was baniihed to the fartheft part of Thiacc^ 
near the banks of the river Danube. 

(e) Kothing can be nrare worthy of our . admisation than the 
conduâ of £^ebins on this occafion ^ never was the duty that h 
<o be paid to CaeTar better reconciled wtth that which we owe to 

■ « 
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God: For he adrifed the perfon Mrho brought the Emi)eror*s order A.D.. 
to him in the evening, if he had anj regard for his life, not to 371.- 
mention the Icaft tittle of it, for were it known, the people would 
certainly throw him into the river. But told him farther, that he 
would be always near him, and anfwer for it, that his orders fhould 
be executed without his running any hazard. After this the good 
Mihopi having aflifted at the publick offices, as ufual, that nothing 
might be fufpeûed of what had paffed, left the city in the nighty 
attended only by one fervant, who carried his bible ^ and getting 
into abark on the Euphrates, which runs clofe by the walls of Sa- 
mofkta, he fled away as faft as he could. But when his flight was 
fcriown, being diftovered by one of his domefticks that perceived ^ 
it, the whole city run after him, and having overtook him at 
Zeugma» a little lower down on the river, they conjured him in > 
thcTiToft' moving manner that was poflible, to have more tender* 
jiefs for them, than at that, time to abandon his poor flock to the 
Arian wolvesj that were ready to devour them. However, the 
blfliop continued fl:edfaft in his refolution, and anfwered them in 
aie Words tif St» Paul, who commands us to obey them that have 
the nilè over us- And after having flrengthened them with very ' 
powerful exhortations, without taking from them either filver ot 
gdtc^ which all earneftly prefledhim to accept, he went toward» ^ 
the ]^lacc of his exile, and the people of Samofata returned to their 
city^ fully rcfblved never to have the leafl: intercourfe with the 
Ariàns: In fliort, when they placed over them a bifliop of the 
TàrianfàâiôB, he had the mortification to fee himfelf abandoned 
by everybody, who utterly abhorred him, even to fuch a degree, . 
that no one would go into the publick bath after him, till the wa* 
ter was changed. Not being able to bear thefe affronts, and rightly ' 
jpdjpQg that violent means would be of no fervice to him, he 
diole to retire, and leave them. 

; Hi» fiicceflbr did not ufe them after that manner, for feeing 
himfelf fb extremely hated, that the very children threw one o£^ 
.'their halls thro* the fire, that had but touched the foot of his mule 5 
ihen he fet about perfecuting them by the Emperor's officers, who 
iMkrahed the chief of the Clergy, and among others, Antiochus, 
the nephew of Eufebitis,' bdt éould not in the leafl: ftagger the 
Faith, or fliake the conftancy of that people -, for the idea of thtir 
bilbop being always prefent to their mind^ it preferved them 

fteady 
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A. D. fteady în the Faith. However, this admirable man, after having 
971. rendered unto Caeftr his due, was for giving unto God alio what he 
required from him. (/) For obferving in what extreme danger he 
found the Churches of Syria, l^kenicda, and Paleftine^ that the/ 
had neither priefis ^or paftors among them, he traveDed fa the 
habit of a foldiei^ alid hy that means went mc]y thxtf aD the pro* 
vinces by virtue of his di(gui(è, ordaining deacons and priefi% 
and exercifing indiiSerently in every diocefe all the Epifibopal 
funûions, althô* it is forbidden by the Canons, (g) For as he 
thought he had a divine impulfe fb to do, he without any Icniple 
undertook it, the fpiritual neceflities of his neighbour, and ChrL 
ftian charity^ which Were the chief laws of Chriftianity, moving 
)iim thereunto ^ which laws do not depend on the wKdom and wiU 
of humane legiflators, and ought to be preferred to the laws of the 
Church, which are not eftablilhed with an intent to fuperfede 

their force. 

There were fnoreover many cities in the Eaft that gloriouily 
diftinguiflied themfelves by their fteady adherence to the true 
Faith, particularly Nicopolis in Armenia. The Arians feeing 
that neither clergy nor people, after the death of their bifhop The- 
odorus, would receive any one of their party into that fee; they 
contrived this notable deceit to impofe upon them, which was very 
unbecoming men of honour, and what nothing but the Arian he* 
refy could have fuggefted. For they fubornâ a very vile man, 
whofe name was Phortanus, who a long while pretended to he very 
zealous in defence of the Catholick Faith, and at length, feeming. 
ly with much reluâance, and if as overcome by their importuni- 
ties, coniented to be their bifhop. But as foon as the treachery 
was known, and they were apprized that he Ibid his ibul and his 
faith in order to deceive them, they would never acknowledge him. 
And altho' the Arian governour had drove them all out of their 
city, and they were juft come to blows and tortures, they conti- 
nued firm and refolved, and confequently always iÙ treated, till 
ArintheuSy general of the army againfl the Periians, at the in^ 
ftances of Terentius, one of the chief officers, a great friend of 
St. Baiil, re-eflablifhed them in their authority, and left them in* 
4irely at liberty to eleft a Catholidc bifliop. 

(f) Theo4 c. 12k Q) Btrotw ad aim. 3'7o» a, 14. 
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(b) This was that famous Tcrentius, who did ,an aSion bccôm* ji. D. 
ing the generofity of a true Chriftian fpirit, which may ferve for 37 ^r 
a pattern to all fuch as are employed by Princes, and arc willing 
to prefer the regard they fhould always have to the interefts of 
Heaven, before any views of raifing their own fortune. For after 
many glorious aôions, and having gained great advantages againft 
the Perfians in Armenia, Valens, who received him with great 
teftimonies of efteem, gratitude, and affeâion, bid him boldly 
asic what he would have as a recompence for all his glorious 
Toils. Then this generous Chriftian prefented a petition which 
he had prepared for the occafion : " My Lord, fays he, if my fer- 
^ vices have deferved any thing at your Majefty^s hands, and you 
** will condefcend to grant me my requeft, contained in that wri- 
^* ting, I have nothing more to ask, and Ihall be highly pleafed 
•* with my good fortune.** Valens having read his petition, found 
it was neither riches, honours, goverments, or provinces that he 
deiired, but that he Would grant one Church to thofe that juftly 
merited them all, to wit, the Catholicks, who were continually 
cxpofed to dangers for the defence of the pure doârine of the 
Apoftles. TheEmperor was aftoniflied at. this requeft, which he 
did not in the leaft ezpeâ, nor could he contain his rage and refent« 
ment, which he immediately exprefTed, by tearing his petition in 
pieces^ and throwing it with fury on the ground. However, he 
bid him ask fbmething of another kind, for he was refolved to do 
l^e honour to him for his exploits, that all the foldiery might fee 
that he knew how to diftinguilh and reward merit. But Teren- 
tins having without any concern gathered up the fcattered pieces 
of his petition, faid, ** Here, my Lord, is the reward I have re* 
•* ceived from your Imperial Majefty, I defire no other, being 
• fatisfied with this^ for I truft in my prefenting it to my God, 
^ who knows the intentions of my heart, that I had no other 
•* end in offering this but his glory, that in recompence he will 
^ crown me with it.** This anfwer much ofiended Valens, but 
be concealed his refentment^ becaufe he ftood in need of the fer- 
vice of fo great a man. 

W Theod» lib. 4. cap. 28. 
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Nor did he fucceed according to his wiflies, when he went into 
(*) Scythia minor, which lies between the Danube and the Enxine 
iêa, and endeavoured to eftablifli Arianifm amcmg diem- For 
altho' he had many cities in that province, yet theie was bat one 
bifliop, who kept his refidence at Tomes, a • large city bordenng 
on the (ea-(hore, and very popnloira. Being arrived there, die 
Emperor would needs go in proceffion to the great Church, whero 
a multitude of people were aflembled, partly to fatisfy Ac de- 
fire which they had to lee the Emperor, partly becaofe they appre- 
hended, that, aahc had not fcrmarly^ fo he woul4 noVMwr make any 
alteration in the ftate of Religion, (f) But in fhort, as ibdn as he got 
thither (+), he tried all arguments upon the bifhop Bretannio, to pre- 
vail on him to communicate with the Arian bifliops, and to con» 
form himfelf to their fentiments; bccaufe he would have but on^ 
Faith profefled throughout his Empire. But that holy Prelate re- 
plied to him with an invincible lirmnefi, artd ftid. That when 
the whole Eaft had deferted it, he and his people always inviola- 
bly ftuck to the Faith delivered by the Council of Nice, , which 
was the fame with that of the Apoftles. But being hard prefix by 
the Emperor, he thought that he could better reply by letting him 
fee the effeâs of his refblntion, than by words, whidi rauld make 
fio impreflion on fb obffinate and perverfe a difpofition as hist 
Therefore without any further conteft, he went out of his diurch, 
in order to betake himfelf to another, and was infiantly followed 
by the people, who left Valens alone with his Arians, and being 
exceedingly enraged to fee himftlf thus abandoned, . thinking that 
fo generous an aâion as this, was the môft fenfible aflront be could 
receive from his fubjefts. Wherefore retiring out of the church 
in a great rage, he gave immediate orders for feizing Ac bifliop, 
and lending him direâly into banilhment. But foon after fear 
got the better of his refentment : For refitting on what he had 
done, he was apprehenfive that the people, provoked by being 
deprived of their Bifhop, would refent it, and inftead of defend* 
ing the pafTages of» the Danube againft the Barbarians, as they had 
hitherto done with abundance of courage, fuccefs, and fidelity, 
might, to revenge the violence offered them, join with the enemy 

f *; Tblt is pert of Bulgarf, Between Vé^btnt end tbc moutb of tbi Dsmuk. 
(t) So2. lib. 6. cap. 20. (f) Temefwaer. 
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in his abfcnce to attack the Empire 5 he therefore, upon mature A:D. 
deliberation, recalled Bretannio from banilhment, from whence 37i* 
he entered into his church as in triumph, and after that the Scy- 
thians were no more difturbed by the Arians about matters of Re* 
ligion.- 

(ib) But the horrible perfecution which was raifed at that time 
againft the Catholicks at Conftantinople, had iiot £0 happy a con- 
clufion, by reafon of the cruelty of Valens, who had nothing to 
fear on that fide. 

Eudaxius, Patriarch of Conftantinpple, dying, a little after the 
Emperor went to Antioch, the Arians forthwith eleâed in his 
ftead Demophilus, an old and infamous Arian : And the Catholicks 
taking the opportunity of Valens's abfence, on their part eleûed 
Evagrius, whom a certain orthodox Biihop, then at Conflantino- 
pie, immediately confecrated. This caiiied a great uproar in that 
city, becaufe the Arians not being able to endure this, at a time 
Vrhen they had -dll the power in their own hands, ufed their ut- 
moft endeavours to procure all poflibleiU treatment for the Catho- 
licks. And thofe among the orthodox that were powerful enough» 
^ had* not Tufficieilt relblution, by their conftancy, to expofe them- 
^lelve» fo- w*nL The Emperor, who had notice brought him of this 
-«t Nicomedia, ftaid there to give orders about this aSkir, which he 
judged of great importance for the maintaining his authority : He 
f therefore .fent a good body of troops to Confiantinople, and gave 
'orders to the ofE^ers to bamflxEvagriusi, and .the Biihop that had 
cordaiiHJi him. (i) This* fb far inflamed the oouiage of the Arians, 
and maâethem (b itifolent, that there wa^mo kind of mifchicf, no 
kind-rf-indignation, but what they offered to the Catholicks, de- 
. priving tiiem fif their dignities and. elites, infliâing on them 
corporal punifhments, and facrile^iopfly profaning what they held 
fincÂfacred. For they overthrew their altars, and mixt the blood 
of the priefts with that of Jesus Christ, ii^the holy myfteries 
which they ina horrible manner defiled, by murthers, and a thou- 
'fand other abominations, which they committed on the altar. 

The Catholicks of Conftantinople could no longer bear fuch an 

înfupportable tyranny^ wherefore they .deputed tweniy-four of 

-their Clergy to go to the Emperor, then at Nicomedia, ta com- 

(Jk) Socr. 1. 4 c. 13. Sozom. !• 6. c. 13, u» 0) Greg. Naz. orat. adr. Arian. 
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ji* D. plain of their grievances. Being arrived they defired audience, 
371* andaltho* the Emperor liked not to fee perfons whom he did not 
love, and who came fo publickly to requeft a thing €0 very juft, 
and which he had no mind to grant, yet he could not rejeâ them, 
becaufe he would not be feen openly to ad the tyrant They 
were therefore brought before him, and it is laid that Theodorus, 
one of the chief of the deputies, a man venerable both for his age 
and piety, thus addreffed him : ^^ My Lord, The almoft inex- 
^^ preilible miferies which we have endured, would not have 
^ brought us hither to lay our complaints àt your Majefty's 
* feet 5 no, we fliould every where have exprefled the joy that 
we feel for our fufferings : For we are aflured both firom the 
words and the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, our mailer 
^ and our true God, that the more a Chriftian fuitèrs for the in- 
^* tereft of the true religion, and for the honour of its author, the 
^ greater happinefs (hall he enjoy in this life^ and have aflurance 
** of that which is to be beftowed in another. But, my Lord 
** what we have at heart, is ypur Majefty's own glory, and the 
" glory of God, which, doubtlefs, is beyond comparilbn more 
dear to you than your own. When it is told with horror, that 
the citizens themfelves, in the Imperial city, cxercife againft us 
greater cruelties than we had faffered, if the Barbarians had 
^^ taken and plundered us ^ when it is faid that they piBage^ beati 
" and revile us, drive us from our habitations, deflxoy, viohtc, 
^ and burn us, plunder our churches, and commit the moft execia* 
^ ble infolences even in our holy places, and inlult our myfteries-, 
^ it might reafonably be asked, what monftrous crime we have 
^^ committed, and why we are left to the unbridled licenie of 
^ fome particular men, who have neither law on their fide, 
^ nor the authority of magiftrates: The reafon we apprehend 
^^ is, becaufe we hold the Faith derived to us from the Apoftles, 
** conveyed to us Jby the hands of holy orthodox Bilhops, their 
^' fuccefTors, and which hath been conilantly maintained in the 
^^ Church for three hundred and eighteen years, and was €0 fh- 
** lemnly confirmed at the G>uncil of Nice, in the prefence of 
** Conftantine the great. There is no other reafon to be given for 
** the evils we have fuffered, and the cruel treatment we have uji- 
" dergone, than that which made fo many tyrants, and €0 many 

" martyrSi 
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** martyrs. The very fame reafon, I fay, which hath fo cruelly A. D. 
** armed the fury and impiety of the Dioclefians, the Maximins, 37 ^' 
** and the Nero's againft the Lord, and againft his Christ^ 
•* which, on the other fide, made fo many invincible heroes in the 
** caufe of Chriftianity, who have fo glorioufly triumphed over all 
^ the power and force of a thoufand torments : In a word, it muft 
be faid, that like them we fuffer in defence of the Divinity of 
our Lord, which thofe tyrants would not fuffer us to adore, 
** and the martyrs confefled as the true God, in the unity of Ef- 
^ fence and Nature, with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

" This, Sir, is the crime we are charged with, imd for whicli . 

** they renew againft us the moft cruel perfecutions o£ the He». 

^* thens. If it be glorious to us to fuffer like martyrs, yet it fcems 

^ infupportable that a few men, under a Chriftian Emperor, fliould 

^ attempt to abolilh the Faith of martyrs, and, in order to it,.ulè the 

^ arms that were formerly ufed by perfecuting tyrants, and that too 

^ under the pretence of your Majefty's authority. We are too 

** jealous of your honour, to fuffer without difcovery your fame to 

«^ be blemifhed by fo diihonourable an aâion» The moil auguft 

^ quality you at this day pofTefs, and which raifea you infinitely 

^ above the Imperial dignity itfelf, is that of being a Confeflbr fdr 

^ the name of Jesus Christ. To your glory. Sir, I fpeak it, and 

^ to the honour of our Lord, who infpired you with courage 

^ and reiblution worthy of a Chriftian hero. You have confefled 

^ his Divinity before Julian, and you have had the glory, with 

^ your auguft brother, to maintain, to the confufion of Faganifin, 

•' when it was moft powerful, that the very fame perfon, whom the 

^ Apofhte called Galilean, was the only God that ought to be 

^ adored. The fword and the command which you threw up, and the 

^ exile you underwent, rather than renounce the Faith, are marks 

^ of honour, more glorious to your Majefty, than the Purple, the 

^ Diadem, and the Imperial Throne, which are the illufbious recom« 

^^ pence that our Lord hath given you in this life, for fb good 

^* and fo glorious a Confeffion. Should your Majefty thea fuffer 

^ this glory to be taken from yon, by its being reported thro' all 

^ the world, that you fuffer thofe to be perfecuted that endeavour 

^ to imitate yon, in the greateft of all your aâions, in confelfing. 

^ Jesus Christ as you have done? Julian himfelf, that de-> 

^ ierted the Chriftian leligioui and Apoftate as bt was, never 

^ attempteé 
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A. T>. *^ attempted openly to perfecute it : How then can a Chriftian 
^71. " Emperor, and a Confeflbr of Jesus Christ be prevailed upon 

** to do it ? 

'• No, Sir, your Majefty's ntfture will not admit of fo much 
** cruelt}'', which proceeds from thofe that abufe your power, and 
•** we are perfuaded that the bare reprefentation of it, wiU be iuffi- 
^* cient to put a ftop to the perfecution. We come not here to 
demand vengeance againft our perfecutors, for the barbarities 
they have conmiitted: That we leave to the Almighty, and fup- 
plicate your Ma jefty's mercy and pardon, on their behalf. All 
that we petition your juftice and clemency for, is to take out 
of their hands the power of thus cruelly oppreffing us, and that 
we may have the liberty granted to us, by feveral ediâs, of be- 
ing Chriflians in fpirit and in truth, and worlhipping Jesus 
Christ as the true God. We demand only the bàicfit of the 
**-edias publifhed in our ^behalf, in like manner as is obferved 
^* thro' the whole Empire with refpedl to the Arians and Pagans 
themfelves. The Emperor Valentinian, who made that ediâ 
with yout Majefly, for the peace of the Empire, judging that no 
** perfon ought to be difturbed on the account of religbn, pwmitted 
** us to live according to our Faith throughout all the Weft. Wc 
hope your Majefty, who ads with the lame Ipirit, and who is no 
lefs equitable, will not permit any one to hinder us from living 
•** after the feme manner in all places fubjeft to your obedience, 
^ particularly in Qniftantinople, which ought as precioufly at 
** leaft to preferve the Faith of Conftantine the great, as it doth 
** his name, memory, and body." 

This fpeech being pronounced with-abundance of force and re- 
•fpeCt, was heard by the Emperor with great indignation, which 
he however difTembled, till he had refolved with his Prefeûus- 
Prœtorii what to do in the matter. When he had retired with the 
•^confidant of all his fecrets, and disburthened himfelf, he was no 
longer mafter of his paffion : For raging, like thunder, and pour- 
ing himfelf out like a furious torrent that had been long pent op, 
• he gave orders to the officer forthwith to feize the four and twenty 
'deputies,- and put them to death. The Prefeô, who was a cruel 
.man, and eafily followed the inclinations of his mafter, did not in 
"the Icaft • endeavour to appeafe him. He only told him, that 
ould they 'be publickly executed, fuch a fpeâade might irritate 
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the people, and caufe a fedition, which might be attended with A.D^ 
pernicious confequencea Wherefore after having confidered the 37^» 
matter, he took a barbarous refolution, which was ftill mor^. bar- 
taroufly executed than it had been conceived. For the Prêfeâ:. 
going to the deputies, who waited for the Emperor's anfwer, 
he told them, (lince he was charged with fo odious a cojnmiflion) 
he muft let them know, that they were declared the chief of 
thofe that obftruûed the party and the religion of the Prince, and 
he had orders to fend them into banifhment. To which all the 
deputies with much greatnefs of Ibul anfwered, that they efteemcd 
themlclves happy to be put in the number of the Confeflbrs o£ 
Je sir s Christ, and that they were ready to fufFer not only ezile^ 
But death itfel^ in fb glorious a caufe. After which Modeftus 
having privately given orders to thofe who were to conduft them„ 
made them all embark on board the fame vefTel, as if. to tranf]x>rtr 
them to the place of their banifhment But when they were got 
into the main fea, offering themfelves continually a facrifice tcr 
Go D, they offered a much greater and fpeedier one than they be* 
lieved they fhould For the foldiers and mariners having on si 
Ihdden let the (hip on fire in feveral places, threw themfelves into^ 
their skifis, and the veflel being all on fire, and driven by a violent 
wifld, whidi indreafed thé flame, gave feme time from the fea a hor-r 
ribk fpefibicle to the land, and pleafure and triumph to Heaven; 
whe received thefe viûims, more enflamed with the fire of love for 
jESirs Cheist, than by thefe flames, and at laft happened to 
eanj their facred cinders, with the burning remains, into a port 
fif Bithynia. 

After fo barbarous an aftion, which was detefted by the mi-r 
nifters of his cruelty themfelves, Valens purfuing his journey 
towards Antioch, came to Csefarea^ the capital city of Cappadocia^ 
to revenge the affiront the Arians had received in the eledion o£ 
St Bafil, and to force him out of his fee, if he did not volunta- 
rily reiign it This admirable man, after having feme time before- 
retired to the folitudo of Pontus, being returned to Casfarea to op- 
pofe the Arians, had been eleaied Bifhop by the common confent 
of the people, after the death of Eufebius, his predeceffor, notwith- 
ftanding dl: the endeavours of the Arians, who would have had a Bi'^ 
(hop of their own party, St Gregory Nazianzen, his intimate friend,, 

not yet raifed to the Epifcopal dignity, had obliged hixn to accept 

that. 
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A* D. that digni'tj, and ftrenuoofly affifted him in the nrar which he carried 
?7i* on fo fuccefsfuUy againft herefy, that he quite eztingui&ed it in 
his diccefe. He extended his care to all the Churches in the Eaft, 
writing to the Catholicks to confirm them, and encourage them on» 
der this perfecution, as he had been Bifhop of all the Churches that 
had been opprefled, and deprived of their paftors. (m) YalenSi who 
would fain have gained him to his party, ordered Modeftus to ufe 
his utmofl: endeavours to that purpoTe : And indeed he omitted no- 
thing that herould do either by entreaties or threats, to gain or to 
intimidate him, in order to bring him over to the Emperor's party. But 
he always found him a man who bythegreatnefsof his (bol, and the 
generous contempt which he (hewed for mil that was great or terrible 
in the world, that he put hint to lilence^ and obliged him to cry 
out, that hehadnever meta perfon who dared talk to him after 
that manner. To whom, without any concern, the good Bi&op 
replied,that he therefore fuppofed that he had never befisre had any 
thing to do with a Bifliop, for had he had any converfation with any 
BiOiop on the like occafion, he would certainly have been treated 
after the fame manner. Upon which the IhreftGt^ after having 
tried all his artifices, and loft his patience, went haftily to find 
out the Emperor, and inform him that he muft either undergo the 
difgrace of being conquered by a man, who attempted to triumph 
over the Imperial power, or by force opprefs him, to avrad it. Bat 
whether the Emperor feared a general infurreâion in CeCurea, or 
that he was prevailed upon by the reputation of (b great a man, or 
would diflemble it on this occafion, or defired to throw upon Moàt&xu 
the infamy of that horrible cruelty that had been exerci(ed at Ni. 
comedia upon the four and twenty deputies ^ be that as it will, he 
rejeded the propofal of Modeftiis, reproaching him with it, and 
not only forbad himijfFering any violence to Bafil, but he himfelf 
afTeâed paying him abundance of refpeâ. 
g ^2. ^^^ ^P^" ^^ Epiphany, he came to the church, attended 
hy his guards, and accompanied by the whole court, to let the 
whole world fee, by that notable teftimony, that he retained no 
enmity againft St. Bafil, nor had any hand in what had xiafled bfr 
tween him and Modeftus. But whether this was done out of po- 
licy, or in xeality, it is certain that he was fo afièâed by the devo- 

(«r; Gres. Kaz. or. in hucL BaCL Soz. Kb, & capi. 15^ 
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tion of an infinite number of people that filled the church, the A. D. 
majefty of the fervice, and that of the holy Bifhop, who at his 372. 
entrance, which was made with much noile and tumult, remained- 
all the while on his throne immovable as a ftatue, and his eyes 
were dazzled ^ inlomuch that when he came to the offering^ 
the priefts who aflifted at the altar were forced to take him in 
their arms to prevent his falling. This increafed the efteem 
and veneration which he had for St. Bafil, with whom another 
day, in the fame church, and within the rails of the altar, he held 
a long conference, in which he allowed* this great man the liber- 
ty of faying to him, as he did, the moft moving and moft con- 
vincing things in the world, to bring him out of that abyfs, into 
which the wicked Eudoxius had unhappily plunged him. {n) But 
altho* he mollified his heart, and obliged him to pay him all the 
«fpcft that could be.eipeûed from an* Emperor 5^ yet liis heart wa« 
always like iron, which the fire Ibftens for a time, but however 
cannot change its nature. 

In tnxth, thé Emperor ceafed not to be an Arian, and foon after- 
seTumed his former cruelty. For the Arian bifhops, who were 
always ' about him, fo fer prevailed, that they obliged him ta 
command a decree to be prepared for the baniflimcnt x)f Sti Bafil, 
There were all the neceflary precautions taken to prevent any di- 
fturbance that might arife in the city. It was neceflary therefore ta 
carry him away by night 5 accordingly his chariot was ready,.with the 
fiddlers who were commanded to guard him. So that nothingTCmained 
to be done but figning the decree, and giving it to the officer who wag 
to execute it: When God by two extraordinary accidents, which 
were two inftances of his Almighty power, fuddenly put a ftop 
to the execution of that in^'uftice. For when Valens was going to 
fign the decree, he could make but one letter, and his pen fplit i» 
his hand ^ the fame thing, happening three times together, and as 
he was obftinately attempting it the fourth, his hand begun to 
tremble ^ which terrified him fo much, that for fear of fomething 
worfe, he forthwith tore in pieces the decree. The other accident, 
which /enfibly aiiliâed him was, that Galates, his only fon, and art 
iu&nt, was fmitten at the fame time with a difeafe, which made 
iiim entirely defpair of his life. Valens, who was afhamed to apply 

(n) Greg. Naz. or. in laud. BaiH. 
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A. D. to St Bafil after ufing him fo ill, and who bcfides hoped to 
372. fave his Ion by his prayers, fent one of his officers under hand 
95 requefting it from himfelf, to intreat him to come and vifit the 
young prince, and to pray to God for his recovery. He failed 
npt of doing it ^ and as £ôèn as he came into the room the child 
grew better, and continued fo well, that Valens had good hopes of 
his recovery. After he had entertained thefe hopes, he caufed him 
to be baptized by an Arian bifhop, notwithftanding all the pro* 
teftations of St. Bafil This poor youi:g prince relapiing into the 
former extremity of his diftemper, died foon after. (0) It was not fo 
with Modeftus, who being ftruck with a mortal difeafc^ threw 
himfelf only into the arms of Bafil, confeiEng his crime, and cry 
ing out with a lamentable voice, Tou may be fattsfiei with the cba^ 
JHfemettt I bave ieferveij tberefore fave my life. The holy Bifhop did 
it, as the Frefeâ himfelf teflifiea, never fpeaking of that great man 
afterwards, but with praifes, and admiration of his virtues. 

The Emperor, aftonifhed at thefe miracles, never duift attempt 
any thing farther againft St. Bafil, and leaving him at quiet in 
his diocefè, went into Syria to vent his rage. The fear which he had 
of the Perfians had drawn him thither ^ but finding all trerf quiet 
Qn that iid^ he had the liberty which he defired of waging a cmel 
war againft the Githolicks. (p) It is impoflible to relate with what 
fury and cruelty he proceeded againft them throughout all Syria» 
lefyecially at Antioch, where he put many to death, feme by torture, 
and others by ordering them to be thrown into the Orontei. He 
fent into baniihment Melitius, a Bifhop who^ for hia exceeding 
^oodnefs, was fo paffionately beloved by that pirt of theCatholicks 
who were of his party, that they gave his name to all their chil- 
dren, that each of them might have his reprefentation in their houfes. 
In this trial did this great man make it appear that he was worthy of 
the univerfal love which they bore him : For the people^ enraged at 
having their paftor raviflied from them, followed the officer that 
carried him off, throwing ftones at him, and without doubt would 
have beaten him feverely -, but this holy man, covering him with 
his mantle, threw himfelf upon him to guard him, tho'heput himfelf 
in danger^ the fight of which difarmed the people, who were afraid 

(0) Ephr. Diac. or. in laud. BafiL Socr. 1. 4. c. 21. Thcod. 1. 4. cm 7. S02. 1. 6. 
€.15. (^J SocrJ.4« c. I4« Sozoxn, 1. 6. c. !;• 
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of hurting him, who, in faving the life of his perlecutor, gave room •^. -D. 
for executing the unjuft decree againft him. (q) The holy hermits, 37^* 
who dwelt in the neighbouring mountains, quitted their cells on 
this occafion, to come to the fuccour of the Catholicks, during the 
rage of this horrible perfecution, and to fécond the generous efibrts 
of Flavian and Diodorus, who took on them the care of the flock 
of Melitius. 

Aphraates, one of the moft celebrated among the hermits, who was 
in great reputation at Antioch, for the great miracles which God 
had often wrought by his minillry, came to join himfelf to thole 
two presbyters, to encourage the people. And when the Emperor 
iharplj reproached him for quitting his cell, contrary to the mo. 
naftick dilcipline, he generoufly replied, that the law of God 
obliged him to quit it, to come to extinguifh the fire that had been 
kindled in the houfe of God. There fell out at the fame time a 
thing which extremely aflx)nifhed Valens, and hindered hini 
firom ill ufing the fervant of God: For one of his attendants 
having taken the liberty in his prefence to ufe outrageous 
and fcnrriloiis language againfl^ this holy hermit, this infolent 
iellow prelently after going to prepare a bath for his mafter^ 
was (eized with a fudden frenzy, which made him throw himfelf 
into a caldron of boiling water, where he in a fhort time mifera« 
bly perifhed. 

In fliort, to increafe their force, Aphraates caufed Julian Sabas 
to OQine out of his cave, another anchorite, and a yexj wonderful 
man, whom the Arians every where publickly declared to be of 
their party. This was one of the ffarongeft reafbns that brought 
hiiB firoim his defert, to come forthwith to Antioch, where all the 
people^ who were gone into the country, had left the Emperor 
alone with his Arians. The Emperor received him as in triumph, 
and after his arrival thither, he faid and did fuch miraculous things 
to con&und thofe flanderers, and Arianifm itfel^ that Valens was 
conftrained to abandon his enterprize, and to leave the Catholicks 
di Antioch at peace. Thus this holy man having triumphed 
over hcrefy, returned to his fblitude \ and to complete his vi* 
âory by an extraordinary ffaroke, he in pafOng thro' Cyrus, a 

• <f ) ChryC horn, de %u Milet. & apud Nican. oonc z. K€t. 4« Theod. Hk 4* 
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A.D. little city in Syria, fubduedone of the greateft blafphemers of the 
372. name of Jesus Christ that ever was known, and who was, as it 
were, the Goliah of the Arians. (r) This was the wretched fophift 
Afterius, who from an apoftate from the Chriftian religion was be- 
come an Arian, to become a tool to Eufebius of Nicomedia, and 
was at length rewarded for it with a bifhopriclc. 

The Catholick inhabitants of that city came full of (brrow to this 
holy man, to tell him that they were almoft in defpair, (s) becaufe 
this fophift, a great orator, very fubtle^ and very eloquent, was on 
the morrow, a (blemn feftival day, to do fbme notable aétion in fa- 
vour of Arianifm, and that they were greatly afraid that he would 
feduce fbme of the people by his fophiftical fubtleties, fupported 
by a ftudied eloquence ^ for it was for this reafon that the Arian 
fadion had caufed him to come thither. Upon this the good man com- 
forting them, told them, that they fiiould take courage, and Ihould 
apply to God in fervent prayer, joined with repentance and mor- 
tification. They did £b, and the day following, when Afterius pre- 
pared to get into his chair, he found himfelf fuddenly ftrnck with 
u violent diftemper, which in four and twenty hours brought him 
to his grave.' 

Bat on the other hand, if the Eriiperor could.not do in Syria aQ 
the mifchief he had defigned, he failed not, on an occasion which 
unhappily prefented itfelf at the fame time, to do what was the 
Iburce of numberlefs other mifchiefs, and which afterwards Biade 
g terrible havock in the world, and principally ixj the Weft j and 
this deplorable evil, which was at laft, by the juft judgment of 
God, very fatal to the author of it^ was the finding out a way of 
engaging the Gothick nation in the caule of Arianifin. This 
event having been the caufe of that prodigious change which 
afterwards happened in the Church and Empir^ by the forioos 
inundations, and the conquefts of thefc people, and manjothen 
that followed them -, I believe it may be very proper to give a 
faithful account of their original and country, without mixing 
any thing fabulous in the relation, to the end that when we onne 
to fpeak of them in this hiftory, any one may prefcntly know 
them *, and that there may be no occafion to interrupt the coorie 
of it, to let the reader know frrai whence they came. 

(0 Athan. de Synod. (#) Thcod. in Philoth. 

£urop^ 



BOOK V. The Hifiory of A R i A N i s M^ «09 

Europe, which conlifts of (b many different ftates and Icing- A. D. 
doms, might, in the time of the Roman Emperors, be divided ?7^* 
into two parts ^ one of which contained all the Weftern part of 
their Empire, except Africa, and the other all the reft. The for. 
mer is bounded by the Mediterranean fea,. from the Archipelago to 
theftreights^of Gibraltar, the Weftern ocean, the Rhine, and the 
Danube, till you come up to the mouth of it. The latter contains 
that vaft traa of land which extends itfelf from the Rhine, in the 
.Weft, thro! Germany, Poland, Lithuania, and Mufcovy, to the 
Palus Mœtis,. and the river Tanais, in the Eaft, between the Da- 
nube and the Fontus Euxinus on the South, and by the great 
Northern ocean. 

The firft was well improved, pleafant, rich, full of fine cities,, 
and abounding with whatever might contribute either to the con* 
veniences or pleafures of life, cfpecially after the Romans, who 
were grown luxurious, became mafters cf it. The latter, on the. 
contrary, was entirely wild, dreadful to behold, full of forefts, 
unpleafant, uncultivated, producing no other fruits but what na- 
ture brought forth of itfelf for men's fubfiflfcnce -, they themfclves^ 
contributing nothing to it, but by hunting and fiihing. Befides^ 
the people increafed p'rodigioufly,. either by reafon of the cold nefs* 
of the climate, which prelerved all their heat, or becaufe of their 
licentioulhefs, which was not reftrained by any laws, or kept 
within the juft bounds of lawful marriage : And a» they were a« 
^raliant people, dauntlefs,. nay even wild and rafh, and void of all 
other fistfy except that of Teeming to have any ^ for which reafons- 
aot being able to keep themfelves confined within their own coun- 
try; they went in fcarch of fomc other, where they might lead a 
moie pleafant life, and eftabliih themfelves by force of arms. 

Ab in a ftorm at fea the waves heap one upon another, and force 
dieniièlves along, till with a dreadful noife ftriking againft the 
banks, made on purpofe to keep them off, and breaking into fbam, 
they return hack from whence they came with the fame precipita- 
tion ^ bat when the banks are no longer able to relift the impetu- 
ous fury of thefe waves, followed by innumberable others, finding, 
crery thing giveway^ they fpread all over thefields,andby a terrible 
inundation fallow up towns, and drown a whole country, which 
thereby fuddenly changing its nature, inftead of land, which it 
was bdbre^. beonnes. an addition to the ocean : Juft fo the people ^ 

who- 
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j4. D. who inhabited this vaft extent of wild and barren country, forced 
37^' by neceliity, which drove them beyond their own bounds, and 
prompted by a natural wildnefs to incroach upon their neighbours, 
followed fo clofe one upon another, and drove one another fo far, 
that at laft being arrived on the banks of the Rhine and the Da* 
nube, which were, as we may fay, the bulwarks and barriers of 
the Empire, they there met with the Romans, who very often 
l)eat them back with great flaughter into their own rountry. But 
in the time of Honorius and Valentinian the third, when the Em- 
pire was entirely fallen, and the Roman courage fo degenerated 
that they could no longer withftand the fierce attacks of the Ba^ 
barians, who became more valiant and skilful than their anticnt 
conquerors, they then having got over thefe bulwarks, and orofled 
the two rivers, fpread themfelves viftorioufly into afl the pro- 
vinces of the Empire, of which, having laid them wafte^ tJiey 
htczmt mafters. 

The Cimbri, who were the moft northern people of Germany^ 
inhabitants of that peninfula which we now call Jutland, belong- 
ing to the kingdom of Denmark, were- the firft that ever pafled 
thro' Germany and invaded the Roman territories, where they 
were entirely defeated by Marins. The antient Saxons were their 
neighbours, and poiflefTed all the country of Holfatia. After tjienr 
came the Englifli Saxons, who pofleiTed that fmall traâ of land 
which lies between the Elbe and the Baltkk fea, from Hamboiig 
«pd Lubeck as far as Mecklenburg. Part of this people having 
extended themfelves afterwards to the mouth of the Rhine^ cn^ed^ 
over into Britain, whither they had been called to the alfifiance 
of thofe whom they themfelves oppreiTed ^ the other part became 
iince very formidable both on this and the other fide of the Elbe» 
till at laft being fubdued by the Franks, under the oonduâ' of 
Charles the great, they threw themfelves into Dacia and Panno- 
nia, where joining with the remaining part of the Hans, they 
helped to compote the kingdom of Hungary. 

All the inhabitants between the Rhine, Ifel, Elbe, the Sala, and 
the Mane, to the fea, ha,ving been often injured by the Romany 
who employed one part of them to beat the other, fuccellrvely, 
joined together into one confederacy, and took upon them the 
name of Franks, much about the reign of Galienus, to iignify 

erebj the generous r^blution they had taken to defend their li- 
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htxty by force of arms, and maintain it againft the tyranny of A. A 
their oppreflbrs, whom they drove out of Gaul, which Empire at 372- 
length fell to themfelves. 

The Marcomani, who formerly inhabited all that country which 
extends itfelf from the Mane to the mouth of the Danube, not 
contented with what they poflefTed, went and Icized Bohemia* 
The Quadi were in pofTelllon of Moravia, an J the Germans, who 
were a mixture of all forts of the Gaulilh nations, after having, 
long poflefTed the lands which the Marcomani had abandoned^ 
croflbd over the Rhine a fécond time, made war againft the Ro- 
mans in the fame part of Gaul which they had before left, and 
became mafters of the country now inhabited by the Grifbns. Thfe 
Burgundi, who inhabited part of Great Poland between the Oder 
and Viffula^ came after the Germans into Wirtemberg and Brifgau». 
whence having fpread themfelves into Gaul, much about the fame 
time with the Franks, they there laid the foundation of the king-*- 
dom of Burgundy, 

The Lombardi, who were therr neighbours, being feparated by 
the Oder, that ran between them, jioflëfled thofe lands which lie 
between this river and the Elbe, and compofe the greateft part of 
the Marquiiate of Brandenburg* All thofe people, who poflèflèdL 
this Taft traâ of land, which runs between the Elbe and Saza on 
the Weft fid^ and the Yiftula on the Eaft, from the fea up to the 
Danube^ were formerly all known by the name of (i) Suevi, theiv 
co mmon to them all : But from the time that they were known by 
particalar names, and waged war againft the Romans, none were 
caBed afterwards by that name, except the Hermanduri only, whole 
coontxy lies between the Elbe, the Sala, the foreft of Bohemia,. 
and the Mane, in a direâ line to the Danube, where now is iitu« 
ated OB this fide of the Elbe, Milhia, the Principality o£ Anhak, . 
Voitland, and a part of the higher Palatinate. But they iince , 
extended .themfelves beyond the Danube up to the lake of Q)n-^ 
ftantia, in that very province which has retained their name to 
this day. Thefe are they whom hiftorians call Suevi, when they 
make a diflinâion between them and the Goths, the Vandals,, th^ 
Burgondi, and the Lombardi 

(Î) Vid. Clttver. Ul). 3. cap. 28. 
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.A. D. The Korthern parts all along the Baltick fea up to the Viftula^ 
372' and even a great way hy land, were the habitation of the Van* 
dalick nations, the moft (u) Eaftern part of whom was that of the 
Gothoni, who were fince named <joths, and who inhabited all along 
the Viftula up to the very mouth of it, in that country (x) which 
we now call Pomerella, where is feated the famous dty of Dant- 
zick, on the little river Rhodanus, in that place where it falls into 
the Viftula, and in the fame place is the famous Eriadnus, fo cele* 
l»rated among the^ntients, where they ufed to gather amber, as is 
done to this day. 

As for the original of the Goths, I (hall here determine nothing, 
it being in difpute, as well as that of feveral other people, who 
have made therafelves very famous in the world, and whofe de- 
fcent, by an odd fort of policy, is ufually made dubious, and kept 
in the dark, in order to make it the more honourable. The com*- 
•mon opinion with which people are prepoflefled is, that they came 
from the Southern part of Swedeland, where Jornandea and Joan- 
nes Magnus, and their fuccefTors, reigned over them, even before 
the Trojan war, or the time of Hercules 5 but there is nothing to 
confirm this but meer relations, which want proof themfelves, and 
which certainly carry with them fbmewhat of the air of what we 
call fabulous. But whether they defcend from whence theiè au- 
thors are pleafed to lay or no, as that learned geographer (y) Clu- 
verius ftrenuoufly afTerts, and fo will abfolutely have it, that they 
are originally eitrafted from that country which they inhabited 
about the borders of the Viftula ^ what is moft certain, and about 
which neither the one nor the other difagree, is, that this valiant 
people having fpread themfelves beyond the Oder, they obliged, 
by their viftories, the Euruli to join with them, who were then 
in pofTeflion of the CaflTubia, the Rugians, the Sidini, the Carini, 
and fome other people of Vandalia, who poffeffed the country of 
Pomerania, with fome part of Nova Marchia, fo that tiiey imme- 
diately incorporated themfelves all into one people, under the name 
of Goths : That the other nations of Vandalia, in the country of 
Mecklenburg, and other neighbouring places, retained the name 

(«) Tacit, do Germ. Plin. lib. 37. cap. 2. - (xj Philip. Cluvcr. lib. 3. c. 34. 
(jf) Lib. 2* cap. 14. 
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of Vandals, under which they were known to have afterward» A. D^ 
gained great vidories both in Spain and Africa 5 and that the Goths 372» 
likcwife on their fide, thus ftrengthened by being joined with them, 
and (b many other people, finding therafelves too much confined 
within the narrow bounds of that fmall trad of land which they 
then pofTefled in Germanj^ between the Oder and the Viftula, 
they left it in order to go and fubdue other countries. 

It was therefore under the Empire of Marcus Aurelius, that 
thefe people divided thcmfelves into two parts, whereof the lefler 
remained in the country, but chiefly in the iflands called Elec- 
trides, which lie at the mouth of the Viftula 5 and thefe are they 
who we called Gepidse, which is a Gothick name, fignifying idle* 
ncfi, becamfe they were the lafl who left their country, not having 
folk^wed the firft conquerors tiU a great while after. The other 
part, which confifted of the nxoft brare and refolute amongft 
them, troiTcd over the Viftula, under the command of Filimer 
their king; and after having gone thro' all Sarmatia, or the 
rountries of Lithuania and Mufirovy, up to the Palus Mœtis^ 
thefe wwrkn did not find a convenient place to fettle in amongit 
BariMNTisfna, (z) who were at leaft as bad as themfelves : For from 
thence ipning the Alalns, and the Huns, people of Scy thia, dwel- 
ling betweea the Borifthenes, the Tanais, and the Cherfbnela Tau* 
TÎca, where the kffer Tartars and the Mufcovites are now fettled. 
l¥Tierefore the Goths, not being pleafed with fo wild a country a» 
that, turned to the weft, crofled over the Borifthenes, otherwife 
icaBedtheNieper^ and having augmented their number by many 
rf the Baftarni, people of the lelTer Poland, of Ruffia nigra, and 
{^odalia, who entered into confederacy with them, they came and 
tettled in Dacia, otherwife the country of the Daci and the Get», 
^hich contains the countries of Moldavia, Walachia, and Tranfil^- 
vanta, wiA a part of higher Hungary^ for which reafbn hiftorians 
land poets confound them fometimes with the people of Scythia, 
«t oAer times with the Daci, or Gets?, as they are called by the 
<3reeks. And as there was no other diftinâion between thefe 
latter and the Daci, but that they lay more Eaftward^ the Goths 
ftfter their example alio divided themfelires into two nations. 

(^) Jon. àe Ub. G*t. Paulas Diae. b ^fe, 1. 1 1 . ex. 
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A.t). The people which inhabited the rnoft Eaftern pait« towards the 
f72. Pont us Euxinus up to the river Tyras, were the Oftrogoths, or the 
Eaftern Goths, and were governed by the Princes of the houfe of 
Amali ^ thofe of the Weftern up to the river Tibifcus or Tiffa^ 
were called the Viiigoths, or Weftern Goths, and had for their 
• orrmanders the iflue of the family of the Balthr. 

They were both for Ibme time very faithful to the Romans^ 
to whom they were even of great ufe and fervice in the wars which 
they waged with the people of Germany : But as it was a difficult 
matter for To wild a people as the Goths to keep long quiet, 
without attempting fomething or other, they uled often to 
rrofs the Danube, and do a great deal of mifchief in the Roman 
territories. They even laid fiege to Martianopolis ia Thracia, in 
the time cf Claudius the Emperor, near a hundred years after 
their arrival in Dacia -, at which time the (^ Gepidx leaving their 
iHands under the conduâ of Faftida their king, and following the 
ileps of the Goths, to whom they were related, they came and 
made themfelves mafters of Traniilvania :. So that ever after 
they both made but one people in the fame country of Dacia, 
which the Danube feparated from the territories o£ the Em^ 
^ire. They continually crofled the river, and made excurfions 
into Thracia, Illiria, and Pannonia, fometimes being viâcnrious^ 
but oftner beat and put to the rout ^ but at laft being iubdued 
by Conftantine the great, they kept quiet within their own 
bounds. 

It was about that time that, hy the intercourfe which they had 
with the Romans, a great many of them renouncing their idolatry 
embraced the Chriftian religion. They had alfo Theophilus for 
their bifliopy whofe name is found fubfaibed in the great G)un- 
cil of Nice ^ but the Chriftian relig-ion, which they had received 
in all its purity, was foon after corrupted by Audaeus the here- 
iiarch. He was a man of an exemplary life, and ftriâ virtue, but 
withal over-run with pride and felf-conçeît. (*) He not being 
able to bear the ill ufage of the Clergy, whom.h^ reprimanded 
feverely for their vices, conceived fo great a, hatred againft 
.them, that feparating himfclf from the Church, he maintained.a^ 



CO Zoxim. Ub.i. (*; Epiph. harcC 70.. 

great 



BOOK V. The Hifiorj of ArianisW. •'$ 

great many errors, of whidi the chiefeft and grofleft of all was, A.Û. 
that he aflerted that God, who had created man after his own 37^* 
image, had alfo himfelf the iame human form ^ which is what 
we call the herefy of the Antropomorphites. This heretick being 
baniftied by Conftantius the Emperor, retired amongft the Goths, 
where he applied himfelf to preach the Gofpel to the Pagans, and 
prevailed with a great many of them to become Chriftians. He 
even took upon himfelf to ordain bifhops, and as he had ftill kept 
his former principles of aufterity, he ereûed among them feveral 
monafteries, whofe focieties led a very regular and auftere life, and 
very ^conformable to the monaftick ftate, were it not for thofo 
errors with which they were grievoufly infefiked. 

Some time after, Ulphilas bifhop of the Vifigoths, being obliged 
to go to Conftantius*s court, to manage fome affairs relating to his 
nation, he there, out of complaisance, as we already fhewed, fub- 
fcribedtotheArian council of Conftantinople. But as he did it only 
^th a view of thereby obtaining, by the intereft of Eudoxius, what 
he defired of the Emperor, they affuring him that the fubftance of 
the Council of Nice remained untouched, this aftion of his was 
attended with no ill confequences inl^is nation, where as yet he 
had altered nothing in the Catholick Faith. But the cafe wan 
altered under Valens, who fet ftronger engines to work, in order 
to pervert both him and his people ^ for having granted them a 
'peace, as they defired, after the war (c) which lafted three years ta- 
■gethcr, he propofed to thçir deputies, amongft whom was Ulpbl- 
Jai, by the advice of Ebdoiius, to embrace his, communion, that 
'l>eing all united in their fentiments about matters of religion^ 
that new tie of friendfhip and alliance which they had eiiteypd 
•into might become more durable. At firft all of tliem generoufly 
anfwered^ that they would do no fuch thing, and that they would 
ueveradmit of the leaft alteration in the dd Catholick Faith, which 
they had embraced, and which they were refolved iuviolably* to 
.maintain to their iaft minute. But tudoiius fo dextroufly ma* 
naged Ulphilas, by protefting to him, that their intention "was 
,joot to alter any thing of the eflential parts of religion, buf only 
t\\c manner cf expreiling the fame truths in other terms-, that 

* * ' ' ' 

{() Theod. lib. 4. cap. 3, 

B b b 2 this 



2x6 The Hilary if Akianisu. BOOK V. 

A. D. this bifliop, whether he verily believed what dist impoftor al- 
37 1. ledged, or that he had been gained over by his flattery, and the 
prefents he made him, told the Goths, amongft whom he was- 
looked upon as an oracle, that thej ooght to enter into oofnma^ 
nion with the Emperor, whole Faith, after a ftriâ ezamioatioo, 
he found to be found and entirely orthodox. So that the Goths 
till then were Catholicks, and continned in the right Faith, the** 
Vlphilas, who might have fufEciently difcovered the artifices of 
the Arians, was not altogether fo, bat from that time began to in- 
cline towards Arianifin. 

Upon this the Emperor, very well pleafed with fo fuccefiful a 
beginning, began his journey into the Eaft, during which there 
happened fo great a difagreement amongfl: the Goths, that it was 
followed by an open wan Fritigérnes, who comma»ded the Vifr 
goths, having loft the battle which he fought againft Athanaricu» 
Icing of the Oftrogoths, immediately difpatched Ulphilas to the 
Emperor, to defire aid of him, (i) Valens, overjoyed at fo fa- 
vourable an opportunity of fucceeding in his deiigns, no doubt 
made the beft of it He therefore gave Ulphilas as^ favourable 
a reception as he could wifh, granted him all he defired, and 
fênt him back with poiitive orders to the chief officers of his army^ 
in Thracia, to march all their forces with Ulphilas beyond the 
Danube, and there join thofe of Fritigernes. And when he had 
parted thus overjoyed, the Emperor fo plainly intimated to him 
that in return for fo great fervice, he eipefted that they fhoald. 
publickly embrace his Faith and communion, that he no longer 
doubted of their compliance, becaufe the bifliop, whom he had 
already gained over, and the king would be afi^id to incur the 
difpleafure of fo powerful a Prince, who could ruin him by doing 
for his enemy what he had done for him. Nor was he miftaken l 
for Fritigernes, being backed with fo powerful alliftance, defeated 
Athanaricns*s army, and to oblige the Emperor, who had aided 
him fo feafonably, he not only perfuaded his fubjeûs, who were 
as yet Pagans, to embrace Chriftianity, (e) but alfo defired him 
to fend bilhops to inftruâ: them in the Faith whidi they were to 

(d) Socr,Ulx4. cap. 27. Soiom. lib.5. cap. 37. (c) Orof. lib, 7.' c, 32. 
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follow; and accordingly Valcns fent him the moft inveterate ^A.J}\ 
Arians that he could meet with. 37^»- 

But however, God was pleafed in the mean time to reap fomc 
fruits from that nation before they were perverted : For Athana» 
ricus, who was a Pagan, and vexed to find that his enemy had- 
vanquiflied him merely by the arms of the Chriftians, (f) vented 
his fury upon all the Chriftians that he met with in his territories 
whei^e, by his cruelty, a great many of them became maFtyr^. 
before the bifhops fent by Valens could make them enemies to 
Jesus Christ by their herefy. The truth is, that thofe bifhops 
having joined with Ulphilas, in a fhort time infeûed the Vili- 
goths with Arianifm, who, according to the cuftom of all Nor*- 
thern people, were eafily induced to become of the fame reli** 
gion with their Prince, And the two kings having concluded* 
a peace fome time after, thé Chriftians that remained amongfb 
the Oflrogoths, following, this example, were without difHculty/ 
(educed by the induftry and management of Ulphilas.-^ For this 
Prelate, whofe virtue and dodlrine were had in great veneration 
by the people, was the firft that found out {g) the Gothicfc. 
oharaâers, and tranflated the Bible into hls^ own language, ac« 
quired fo great a reputation, that they attended to whatever he 
Ciid, as fpoken by the Apoftle of their nation.^ (i) So that thofe: 
whom he had already made Chriftians, as well as thofe whom he 
was daily converting, imbibed from him the Arian herefy, which 
he dextroufly concealing under fine and fpecious appearances,, 
tfaeydid not in the leaft fufpeâ: but that it was the doftrine of 
theGofpel in all its purity. So the Goths, who had been un- 
wittingly poifoned with Arianifm through the treachery of Ul- 
philas, whom Valens had corrupted, adhered to it afterwards 
out of obftinac)'', and fpread it in fbreams of blood, wherever 
they extended their fatal conquefts throughout the Empire.. 
What was moft deplorable in this cafe was, that as the plague, 
when once any are feized by it, fpreads itfelf by infeâion to 
moft of thofe who come near the perfons fo unhappily afflifted j 
juft fb the herefy with which the Goths were tainted, not only 

(f) Hier, in Chron. AuguIL dc cÎY. lib. \%. c. 52. Cf ) Socr. lib. 4. c. 27. 

(b) Sozoxn. U6. €.37» 
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J[. D. corrupted them, but alio by the communication which all Northeni 
i'Ji* nations had with them, it fprcad among the Vandals, the Saevi, 
the Burgundi, and the Lombard], who had alfo fixed their Empire 
ill Italy, «s well as in Gaul, Spain, and Africa. So infeâious ii 
•«vil in its nature, and fo eaiy is it for error to Aide in where truth 
forces its way with the greateft difficulty ! But as thefe things 
•will better appear at the time when they were put in execution, 
«e muft refume the thread of our hiStory. 
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HILST the Bilhops employed by Valen* ^.'Z>.. 
were endeavouring with Ulphilas, in the 373< 
Weft, to bring over the Goth» to Arianifin, 
the Emperor, for his part, was alfo bofied in 
fpreading his herefy in the Eaft, the' not 
with equal fuccefs. He had had a proof of 
it at Antioch, and received more particular 
inllances at Edeilâ, with no lefs glory to 
- the Catholicks, than grief and ihame to himfelf. (<i) After having 
. driven out of that city Barfes, a Catholick bithop, a man remark- 
able for his holy life, whom he banilhed to the farther part of' 
^ypt, he canfed his btChoprick to be poilefred by an Arian, and 
gave orders to the Prefeâ Modeftus to oblige the people to ac— 
luiQwlei^e him, and embrace his communion. But when, fame. 




(•> Theod. Ub. 4. ciQ. i;, its. 
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A. D. time afcer^ he came himfelf to Edefla, to ice the magnificent 
Î72- church that was there, dedicated to St. Thomas, and whi^ people 
came from all parts of Aiia to vifit ^ he was greally lurprized, as 
he came near to the city, at the fight of a great nmnber df people 
Dirho were afTembled in the fields to celebrate the divine offioeSy 
leaving the Bifhop alone bj himfelf in poflefiion of all the 
churches, which were quite empty, (b) Valens was lb enraged at 
this, that being no longer mafter of himfelf, he was fb &r trans- 
ported as to ftrike the Prefeft, reproaching him with the little 
care that he had taken to perform his conmiands^ and ordered him 
to take what foldiers he had then with him, and &11 npon the peo- 
ple, if they prefumed to aflemble the next day, and to make ufc 
of rods, fticks, and fwords to drive them away, to beat them, and 
even to mafTacre without diftinâion all that he met with. 

MoJeftus, who tho' he was an Arian, and of a cruel difpofition, 
yet had ibmewhat more humanity than his mafter, ggve fecret no- 
tice to the chief of the city, advertiling them to prevent the peo* 
pie from affembling the next day ^ for that otherwi(e he (hould be 
forced to put all to the fword that were aflembled. But the people 
of EdefTa knowing this, very far from being affirighted at the 
news, ran early in the morning, with greater numbers, out of the 
city into the field where they ufed to aflemble to pray. The ft»- 
feft being no longer able to diflemble, was forced to let out with 
his foldiers to execute the Emperor^s orders. But a poor woman, 
byan heroick aftion, putafudden ftop to this Holofemes, with 
as much refolution and courage as Judith, tho* in a much gentler 
manner. 

As he was crofllng the chief ftreet, this woman, being dreffed 
in a carelefs manner, and half covered with a veil, holding a little 
child by the hand, and running as faft as flie could, came haftily 
againft a company of foldiers, who were marching befere Mo- 
deftus -, and endeavouring to get by, and go before them, Ihc made 
room for herfelf by the admiration they were in at her boldne& 
The Prefedt being furprized at it, ordered her to be brought to 
him i which they had fome difficulty to do, becaufe ihe got pretty 
forward. When Ihe was in his prefence, he asked her whither (he 
was going fo haftily : ^ To the afiembly of Catholick^ lays fht, 

(i) Socr» lib, 4« cap. I4« Soxofll* Ub. 6. cipi 1 7. 

•where 
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** where I am afraid I fhall come too late,** But know you not, A. D. 
** faith Modeftus, that the Prefed will be there prefently, to put 372. 
** to the fword all that he meets with ? ** Yes, my Lord, replied 
** flie, with an undaunted air, and it is for that very reafon that 
^ I am running, for fear that I fliould come there laft, and fb mils 
** being a martyr by my floth."* But what, fays he, will you do 
" with that little child, which you drag after you, and which is 
" dying ?" I am going, replied flie, to make a little martyr of 
^ him, and fince 1 am his mother 1 will not envy him the polTef- 
^ fion of the greateft of all benefits, by fufFering him to lofe an 
*• opportunity of dying with me in defence of the Divinity of 
^ Jesus Christ." The Prefeft being furprized at fo much 
courage in a woman, and judging from this of the refolutiôn of 
the reft of the city, immediately returned to the Emperor, and 
^fter relating the matter to him, gave him ïq plainly to under- 
fiand that he would gain nothing but difgrace by fuch an attempt, 
which would make an horrid noife (c) over the world to no pur- 
])ofe, that he gave it up, contenting himfelf with fending fome 
of the chief of the clergy into bani&ment, and amongft the reft, 
£ulQgiu8 and Protogenes, two extraordinary good men, whom the 
holy hifhop Barfes had fubftituted to govern his people in his ab- 
fence. Thus Edeflk triumphed over the Emperor by the genero- 
fity of a woman, who alone by her courage ftopt the courfe of 
that impetuous torrent of rage, which was going to overflow the 
whole dty with blood. 

Thc| ci£p was not the lame in the horrible per (ecu t ion which 
waf €^ied on at the fame time againft the Catholicks in Egypt, 
which nothing could fiop ^ for after the death of the great Atha- 
Jiatfîiia, the people and clergy, by a general confent, had placed 
4an the Patriarchal throne Peter, an Alexandrian prieft, who had 
-^^IWrs heen an inleparable companion of the Patriarch's in his 
ui)d^akings, who, at his death, had likewife appointed him to be 
Jiis lucceflbr, and the neighbouring bifliops confecrated him with 
t& general applaufe of all the Catholicks. (^i) But the Arians, 
thtf thdr number was but fmall in Alexandria, could not fubmit, 
xn me rej^n .of an Emperor who openly profeflcd Arianiun, and 

' fO Thi«L'!. 4. c. i6. {d) Theod. 1, 4. c. i3, 19: Socr. 1. 4* c. tJ5. 

Sozo». 1. 6. c 18. Socr. c. 17. 
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Â.D. ^i% tr.îttTooîirjg to cSîi^iîb ît în his Eœjsr, telcfe, zftcr tie 

?7i- dia::. *'f Athanal'uî, a ftf: vh::h îr.fj >^d tctD tvicr in pciitt 

Tv;; of 'Jurî^jg î*b Hfc- Thej zjjliti îhcrrfcrc lo Valçus^ nsd 

f hr.vrorraly/j!: hi% hatred and cr.iritj, Ir sjpcioiirg î}iaife]f z 
lar'ic^T'yr, îi* whMiî he ftil! Hved 2nd acicd!^ ercu after lis death, 
v/ith mc/ie haughtîncû, and ir* a irore artînarj ir-asncr than crcr, 
in order to triamph at the laise time both orcr Trligioc and ofrer 
the authcTÎtj of the Sovereign, as he had dene before. Talcrs, 
who v/ai already provoked at the oppofiticn vthidi be fcond in 
all placet; where he cndearcnred to apprint bilhc^ cf his own 
j.art/, was highly inlcnccd at this news j and taking a cmel rcfcK 
lution at once, to carry things to an eitremitj, in crda to be 
cbtytd, }jc wrote to Palladius, govemonr cf Egypt» charging him 
to dcpofe Peter from his £be, and to (pare none cf thole who m^ere 
in hi% party ; and at the fame time fent Euzoins, his pretended 
Liftiop of Antiochy in company with Magnus the chief treaforer, 
and a b^xly of good troops, with orders to him and to the gover- 
nour, to place Lucius, chief of the Arians of Alexandria, in the 
patriarchal chair, (é) and to molefl: and banifh all who would not 
acknowledge him, and even perfecute with the ntmoft rigour all 
thofc whom the new Patriarch fliould fînglé out. 

Palladius was a Heathen, and befldes his being naturally brutillv 
and cruel, he had waited a long time for a favourable opportonity 
of being revenged on the Chriftians, for the deffamdion of Paga* 
nifm, and of doing all the mifchief to theifi that he pofEbly could, 
without fccming to do any thing contrary to his maflrer's farvice : 
So that as (bon as he had received the firft orders of Valens, he 
thought tliat he could never find a Better opportunity to glut his 
palKon, under the pretence of paying a ftria obedience to the 
Emperor's cormnandsj he- therefore muttered up all the foldiers 
that he iiad in Alexandria, and having Surrounded the church 
wlicrcin tlic people were aflembled with the new Patriarch, he 
entered if, taking with him all the 'Jews and Pagans that he could 
find, who committed flill greater auelties and abominations than 
thofc which were done when Gregory and George took poffefEon 
oi it ; For tliey marched into the church as in triumph, iinging 

(e) Socr. & Soi. ibid. 

the 
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the praifes of their idols, and horridly blafpheming the name of A. D. 
Jesus Christ; and after having pulled down, trampled under 37^- 
their feet^ maimed, and maflacred, without any regard, all that 
came in their waj, and profaned all that was holy and facred, 
they carried things to fuch a degree of abomination, that they 
ftripped and ravifhed, even in the fanôuary, the holy virgins, 
whereof fome, in order to fave themfelves from the hands of thefc 
impious men, threw themfelves out of the windows, and others 
into a well which ftôod at one end of the church : They moreover 
caufed an infamous fellow, dreffed in woman's apparel, and profti* 
tuted to the moft fliameful lewdnefs, to dance upon the altar^ , 
ihewing a thoufand execrable poftures ; and put a ftage-player 
ftark naked in the pulpit, who preached up with a helHlh impu- 
dence all the moft abominable vices, in oppolition to the virtues 
and maxims of the Gofpel. In fliort, there was nothing fo bad, 
but what theft Jews and Pagans, headed by the Arians, committed 
in their prefence, againft the Chriftian religion ^ fo that it never 
appeared more plainly than upon this occafion, as the experience 
of all ages has fliown, that herefy being nothing but adifguifed 
impiety, it deftroys infenfibly all notions of religion in men, and 
reduces them to the ftate of not having any at all, no, not even 
that which they once profefTed. 

• During this dreadful diforder, the Patriarch having found means 
to efcâpe, embarked on board a veffel, and, following the example 
of St. Athanafius, his predeceflbr, he went to Rome in order to 
implore the alfiftance of Damafus the Bifhop, in this horrible per- 
fecution. But it ftill became more furious than before, by the 
arrival of Lucius, (/) who came with Euzoius and count Mag- 

' nus, which laft was a great reprobate, who acknowledging no 

' other deity but Fortune, and having no religion, always profeflèd 
outwardly that of the Prince who was on the throne, and from 
whom he had the moft to hope or fear. In the reign of Julian he 
was a Heathen, and in order to fignalize his hatred to the Clirifti- 
ans, hé fet fire to their magnificent church at Ber3-tus in PJiœni- 

' <ia, which piece of impiety had like to have coft him his life 
under Jovian: But, at the rcqueft of his friends, he cfcaped death 

'vwith the penalty only of- rebuilding it at his own expçuccs. 

(f) Thcod. h 4, c. 18. Ep. Petr, tp. Theod. L 6. c 20. 
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^.D. Affairs^taking another turn under the government of Yalens, he 
372. became an Arian, after which he fo&r infinuated himfelf into 
the favour of that Prince^ that he was promoted to one of the 
> greatefl: employments of the Empire : As he was exceeding proud, 
and very cruel, behaving in every refpeâ like a tjrant» the £m- 
I>eror made choice of him to fee Lucius acknowledged in Alexan- 
dria, where Euzoïus was to inftal him in the Patriarchal fee, whicJi 
this wicked priefl had obtained of the Emperor, not only by 
means of his impieties, but even by money. As îbon as he came 
to Alexandria, {$) Paladins and his heathens joined the forces of 
Magnus, and after many congratulations^ they had the impudence 
to tell Lucius, which he received with an equal aflurance, that it 
was the greatefl pleafure imaginable to them to fee him ekâed 
bifhop, fince he knew not the God of the Chriflians, by denjring 
the Divinity of Jesus Christ, and that certainly he was a 
favourite of Seraphis, ( this was the deity of the Egyptians ) who 
had brought him into that city. After this horrid compliment 
offered to a bifhop, Euzoïus placed him in the chair of St. Atha* 
naflus, and gave him pofleffion of all the churches of Alexandria, 
charging the people to acknowledge him, and embrace his com* 
munion. But as, inftead of receiving him, they publickly de- 
clared the horror with which he filled them, and left ofif meeting 
in the churches ^ thefe furious antagonifls refblving to pufh mat- 
ters to the lafl extremity, there was no cruelty but what they 
cxercifed on all perfons of what condition foever, without any di« 
ftinâion of age, fex, or quality. 

Lucius, attended by a body of Heathen Satellites, went thio* 
all the flreets of the city, ordering that thofe who would not obey 
him fhould be confined, put to the torture, fcourged, and deffaroyed. 
Magnus, on the other fide, feized the chief of the clergy and prin- 
cipal minifters of the Church, and not being able, by his brutifh 
exhortations, to perfuade them to profefs Arianifh), in imitation 
of Lucius, he inflided all imaginable torments on them, in order 

" to overcome their refblution, which nothing could ever conquer ^ 
and at lafi being harrafled himfelf, and tired with tormenting them 
to no pnrpofe^ he çaufèd them to be put on board a fhip, (in which 

* there was no psoviGon but for (he failors who carried them J being. 

tt) EfÀft» Peer. ap. Tlieod« 
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h alf dead with hunger, to Heliopolis, a city of Phœnîcîa, which ji* D, 
wa& inhabited by none but heathens. 37^* 

Palladius, on bis part, outdid both Lucius and Magnus in cru- 
elty 5 for feeing all the city in tears for their beira ' deprivisd of 
their minifters, he inhumanly publiflied a decree, wflerelrj?^ itwaa- 
forbidden to all perfons whatfoever, to weep or ezprefsi the leaft 
affliâion, and under the pretence that fbme people had violated 
his commands, he caufed a great number of peribns to be appre^ 
hended, whom he fent loaded with irons' to the mine^ after that 
they had been fcourged in a moft cruel manner. A deacon whom 
Damafus had lately fent to Peter, the new Patriarch, was ftil! 
nfed with more barbarity than the reft, as likewilb twenty*-three 
Anchorets, who on this occaiion had left their iblitude, in order 
to come and encourage the people to continue firm and ftedfiift in 
the Micene belief» Many of them even died in tortures, and 
diiefly ibme innocent children, whofe bodies this inhuman wretch 
would not fiijffer to be interred^ but, out of an unfpeakable bar*- 
barity, caufed the fathers and mothers to be put to death, who 
were going to pay that laft duty to their children, either in ho- 
nour to the relicks of thoft little martyrs of Jesus^ Christ, or 
by way of eafing their own affliétions, and performing^ lb juft and. 
natural an office. 

Lucius having thus drowned the city in tears and blood, carried' 
his rage throughput all Egypt, where he afted the like cruelties 
againft the Githolicks,. and he aimed chiefly at the Kfhqps, be- 
lieving that the only way to put a flock of fheep in difdrdèr, WM 
to ftrike at the fhepherd -, but he could find only eleven of tHen^ 
the others having made their efcape thro' the compafTion of the 
fiiithfiil, who had put them in fafety. Thefe eleven he delivered 
up to Magnus, who, after having tormented them in divers bar- 
barous manners, cnrdered them for banifhment to Dlocefarea, which > 
was inhabited only by Jews 5 by which means they were con- 
demned to a perpetual torture, being forced to live amongft the 
nnreconcileable enemies of Jesus Christ. Kow as all thefê 
bifiiops were chofen from out of thofe &mous monafteries of The- 
1)918, where they had attained to an eminent holinefs, under the 
direâion of the great Anthony, Lucius took it into his head that 
it would be of fervice to him to attack thefe folitary men, not 
doubting, if he could overcome them, as he propofed^ by force or 

arms 
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A.D. arms and tortures, but that the people, who held them in great 
372. vénération, would follow their example. But in order the better 
to iuidçrftand in what inamier he made, war pgainft them on this 
.occafion; I J&ink it neceflary to give fome- account, in a few 
words, of thofe people, wîiat was their beginning, and what kind 
of government they had at that time there, and how they behaved 
jii their form of living. 

. It' is certain, that, ffom the in&ncy of the Church there were 

men who profefled a life mare fevere . than that of the generality 

of Chriftians, which was not only conformable to the precepts, 

but even to the councils of the Gofpel : And this they did either 

in focieties, in imitation of the firft difciples of St. Mark at Alex* 

^pdria, or in a private ; manner^ in-Aefert places, like the people 

of whom St. Paul fpeaketh, (^) who retired to Iblitudes and caves, 

diftaut from the converiation of the world, which was unworthy 

of their company. But this firft way of living not being able to 

fubfift during the heat of perfecution, the other increafed prodi- 

^ioufly, by, the flight of a gi:eat number of Chriftiaiis, who, to 

^void the rage of tyrants, and cruelty of torments, retired to the 

mc& jrémote places, where they changed the martyrdom of blood 

into that of penance. At laft, the perfecutions being at an end 

hy the overthrow of the tyrants, the mighty wonders which fame 

had publifhed of the great Anthony, invited crowds of people to 

Tbim,. (fii) amongft whom he infpired fo coniiderable a number with 

the ûiçffire of imitating him, that he foon built lèverai monafttfies 

andidft the mountains that lie in the neighbouring country of 

Thebes in Egypt, where, with the antient fbli taries who repaired 

thither, they all lived in common according to the rules which he 

ji:efcribçd th^ni. 

In a Ihort tipie after, Ibme of his difciples^ being moved with 
the fame fpirit, built likewife monafteries for both fcxts^ not only 
in Egypt, but alfo throughout the Eaft, and foon took up fettle- 
inents in Pahefiiiia, (f) Syria, and in all the provinces of Alia mi- 
iior, in Armenia, Mefopotamia, Periia, and even in India, and 
amongft the Scythians. And St. Athanafius, in the iirft voyage 
Jie made to Kome, having taken along w.ith him the two cele- 
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brated difdplcs of St Anthony, Ilidorus and Ammonius, that way A.D. 
of living was immediately profefled both by men and women ^ 372« 
from whence it (bon after fpread itfelf throughout the whole 
Weft. 

(Jt) In the beginning the major part of thefe foli taries were 
laymen, as was St. Anthony himfelf -, but. after that they were 
aiK)ciated in monafteries, many of then! took holy oir'ders, and 
were promoted to prieflhood, in order to adminifter the facraments 
to the reft ^ there were even fome of them who led a monaftick 
life,, tho' f^cular priefts„ (/) as St. Pafil. in the^ Eaft, Eufebius of 
Vercelle iç Italy^ St. Martin among^ the Gauls,, iand Stl.Àuguftîh 
in Africa. St. Athanafius therefore confidering that théfe ^rft 
monks of Egypt were the moft zealous defenders of the Catholick 
Faith againft the Arians, and of the unity of the Church, againft 
thf? fchifm of the Meletians, endeavoured, above all things, to ^ 
. chufe out of thofe monafteries fuch men as were ,d£. s^ tnoft' holy 
life,, and well qualified, in order to make them bifliôpd^' and iTe: 
performed this with fo much zeal, that in his time, moft of the 
churches of Egypt were under the care of thefe monks, as heez^* 
prcfles it in a letter to . Dracontius, who would not leav^ 'his* foli-- 
tary cloifter for a bifhoprick, which be offered bim, arid recpm*- 
mended it by reprefenting^ amongft other things, .that &c might. 
live as auftere a life being a biOiop, as he could in being a monk*. 
And all Egypt was fo well fatisfied with this conduâ of Athana-- 
liua, tbat it was afterwards followed throughout the Eaft, where 
the. monaftick ftate became a feminary of bilhops, aait ftill conti^- 
• ntiertothiS'day« -* 

However, tho' St. Anthony had reduced thefe folitary men into 
fbcieties^ who after this lived in the Eaft, and in the Weft, ac- 
cording to the rules that were prefaibed to them by St.Paqome,. 
;St. Bafil, St. penet, arid feveral other hply inftitutors of different 
oràersj yet there were a,t all times Tome of thefe monks^ (^) who 
lived in folitudes and private hermitages, partly under the di-- 
, reâiori of fuperiors and abbots of monafteries, of whom they de— 
!liended, and pàij^y jn au' indépendant ftate, following a life more 
or lef^. kuftçre,. kccb(dipg to the tiiles^* which ^tf pr^fcribed to • 
themfelves." ' ''; "" -'' - "-'/ -"' -' • ^ ' 

(k) Auguft. dc Mor. Ecc. (/) Ambr. ad VerccfL ep. 85/ (m) Hier. ep. 22. 
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A. D. Now as this ftatc of life had taken its birth in Egypt, it chiefly 
37^' flourifhed there, and efpecially at that time, wherein it was ftili 
infpired with the zeal of its infancy. (») The fblitudes of The- 
bais, thofe of Scetis, and of the mountain of Kitria, were planted 
with monafteries, and yoir might fee a vafl: defert, beyond Nitria, 
^uite covered with cells, which was the reafbn of its being called 
CelHa. In thofe cells and monafteries it was, that an infinite 
number of monies and folitaries, who had renounced the world, 
and the cohverfation of men, lived a heavenly life upon earth, 
being continually employed in the ezercife of prayer, reading, 
iinging pCilips, working with their hands, fpiritual conferences^ 
,'and penance ^ being watchful, filent, and weepings and above all» 
'their aufterity in fafting, which feemed almoft infupportable to 
nature, Neverthelefs, as there is nothing perfeft in this world, 
^ it happened fbmetimtes that manyof thefe monks were not free 
• ..'from, great failings, fuffering themfelves to be deceived by iHu- 
fions, on drawn away ly pride and vanity, and by a too ihrong and 
prefumptuous adherence to their own fenfes. There were even 
jR>me.of t1iem who efpoufed the party of Melitius, and others who 
. unhappily fell into the errors of Origen, thro* the correfpondence 
.. which they held with Didymus, who was feduced by the love he 
Jbbre to that author. Yet they were all very zealous for the de- 
fence of the Divinity of Jest; s Christ againft the Arians, and 
.^4noft of th^m proved to be great faints, chiefly the famous difci* 
' )3I^^ ^^ ^^* Anthony, liidorus and Ammonius, the two Macariui's, 
Heraclides, the abbots Paphnutius, Pambo, (o) and fome others, 
who Jiad the diredtion of the monafteries and hermits of Egypt, 
at. the time when the impious Lucius attempted to deftroy 
them. 

(p) Tfiis man therefore, having refolved to bring thefè monks 
into his party, in order to draw in the^ people, who would foHow 
. 4heir example^ or to exterminate them, by Vhich means he might 
gain authority thro* terror, rfter fb remarkable an aftion, put him* 
felf at the head of Palladius and Magnums ti:oopSj and marched 
.. (as it wétë in battle) up' to the ^rells arid monafteries of the foli- 
taries : ^Qt thefe-men being inforxnëd of the preparations of war 

(41) Sozom.Ub. 6. &*29^.3(^3i« (û) Ru£ 1. 1. c. 3, 4, Pallad. Laus. c. 33. 

(p) Soioin. 1.6. c. 19. 
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which were making againft them in Alexandria, far from endca- j4. D. 
vouring to make any defence, were preparing themfelves with fer- 372. 
vent prayers and penance to receive the grace of martyrdom, which 
they expeded with joy, as the glorious reward of the laborious exer- 
cifes of a monaftick life in the fervice of God. It is even reported, 
that whilft the holy abbots, who direded theft folitaries, were dit 
poling them to this laft aâion, and encouraging them to the fight, 
in expeâation of the coming of their perfecutors, iame people 
brought a man unto them who had loft the ufe of all his limbs, 
to receive the grace of his recovery by the interceffion of their 
prayers; and that the abbots, taking thiis opportunity to confimi 
the belief of the Divinity of Jesus Christ, laid to the lick 
man, Ihowing a generous confidence in God ^ In the name of JE* 
SUS CHRISTy whom Lucius perfecutetbj arife and go home to thy 
bonfe : And at the very inftant, the man rofe up perfeâly reco- 
vered, and returned home, declaring in all places that God, by 
reftoring him in this manner to his health, had confounded the 
errors and blalphemies of the Arians. Rufinus, who was then 
amongft thofe holy monks, gives us an account of this miraculous 
operation, which perhaps he might himfelf have feen ^ nor is it 
reafonable to believe, that any one would have the afliirance to 
affinn a &lfity, which might fo eafily be deteâed, to their eternal 
ihame, by an infinite number of witnefies. 

Ncverthelefs, this extraordinary work of the hand of God did 
not ftop the cruelty of Lucius 5 who, finding that the people were 
relplved, more than ever, to abhor his communion, over-run (like 
a Ibry broken loofe ) all the monafteries of Thebaides and Nitria^ 
cancying defolation along with him, wherever he went ; He feized 
on lèverai of the folitaries, who expedled nothing but martyrdom ^ 
many of them were barbaroufly fiead with rods, and feme con* 
demned to work in the mines \ others were maflacred 3 and thoft 
who elcaped were difperfed, being forced to fly, for fev of expo- 
£ng themfelves to the danger of being overcome, and fubmitting 
to the cruelty of thefe barbarians. 

(9) On this occafion it was that Melania, grand-daughter to 
Mucellinos the conful, gave remarkable proofs of her virtue. 
This illttftrious Roman lady, having renounced all the grandeur 

ff) Paul Epift. 10. 
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ji. D. of the vorld, and laid up cocfîderable fumt, which wot to he 
372* diftribufed in alms, came Ibmc time before this into EgTpt, with 
her diredor Rufinus, in order to vifit the£e |)idus folitaries, and 
from thence to pafs into Paleftina, to vrlit the holy places there: 
Seeing this horrid perfecotion, fhe refblved to reap fbme benefit 
hy it^ (as ihe accordingly did,) in perfonning the moft heroick 
sâions ; (he ipared neither labour^ money, or any charitable of- 
fice, to profeâr ihàik that were fb violently perfecoted, from the 
fury of thcfe inhuman men ; having aflembled them together, (he 
took them into her- proteôion, and maintained them, infomuch 
that for three days following, (he fubfifted five thoufand of thefe 
fblitariea, who had hid themfelves in divers remote places^ and 
be/tdes this, (he went and appeared before the tribunal of Palla- 
dius, who was governour, with a refolution to die for the defence 
of the truth, or to flop the barbarity of this man. Palladius was 
lb aflx)ni{hed at the generous boldnefs and invincible courtage of a 
lady, whole quality he was yet a ftranger to, that as ibon as he 
heard who fhe was, he fhewed her the greateft maris of refped^ 
and not daring to perfecute thefe monks any farther, he left them 
in peace. So that the viftory which (he gained over impiety, on 
this occafion, being complete, wbuld have deferred the iiKi& glo^ 
rious triumph tliat ever xras, had fhe not, after being viâoriôas 
on one fide, let herfelf be conquered on the other, in fallings by 
the ncgleft of her direftor, into the herefy of Origen, as feveral 
of thole perfecutcd monks had done, who were feduced by the 
unbelieving Didymus. Therefore, were all the virtues united, to 
form in a foul the moft perfect holinefs that could ever be attained 
to in this world ; yet, if we are deficient in one point alone, by 
following our particular opinion, or adhering blindly to a party, 
who undertakes to maintain an error, all thcfe virtues are without 
a Ibttl, and that holinefs is nothing birt-iHufion. 

However,* tlio' Lucius diRxjntinued to perfecute- thefe folltaries, 
vho were like poor flieep wandering in the delerts, yet he rcfblved 
to take their paftors from them, in hopes that during their ab(ence 
he might find means to break into the flock. So when all things 
fecmed to Lea little pacified, hé caufed thefe holy and venerable 
abbots, who were the' fathers of fuck a vaft i<lumber of «onka, to 
be apprehended by night, and conveyed into an ifland which was 
lituatc in the midfl of the lakes of Eg^rpt, and which he knew 

to 
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to be inhabited onlj by heathens, (r) in order to deprive tliefc A. D, 
righteous old men of the fatisfauion of pafling their days freely 372. 
in the exercife of Chriftianity : But that which he did with a d(> 
/ign to deftroy them, proved to be the means which God n:ade 
ufe of to re-eftablifh them 5 for as the little velTel on which they 
were on board had reached the ifland, the daughter of the hcatheii 
prieft, being all at once polTeffed with a legion of ihofe devils 
Mrhich they worfliipped there, ihe ran out of the temple, her Y^it 
flying about her neck, and flirieking in a raoft horrid mrnner ^ 
then forcing her way thro' the multitude of people who were 
come from all parts at the noife of fo ftrange an accident, flitf 
went and threw herfelf at the feet of the. holy abbots, cryiiig 
aloud, in a moft lamentable accent ; ^' For what reafon, O ye feï- 
** vants of the great God, are you come to turn tis out of -ouf oW 
'* habitations ? Do you envy our little fpot of earth, where we 
** thought to be proteded from your infults, and in fafety, after 
** being expelled all other parts of the; world, by the eftablilhmeJCLt 
^ of the true Religion ? Come, we yield the place to ybu, llace 
** wc are forced to it : Take ]>eaceable pofleflion of thi3 ifland, and 
^ of thefe people, which we give up to you," After this fpeech, 
the abbots, in the name of Christ Jesus, the true fbn of God, 
liaving commanded thefe devils to come out of the body of the 
yoong woman, (he was immediately delivered from them : From this 
the faints took occafion to preach the Divinity of Jesus Chris t> 
which they fb powerfully efFefted, that all the inhabitants of the 
ifland, being perfuaded by the wonderful things they heard, after 
what they had juft feen, were converted to CJiriftianity, and 
pulled down the temple themfelves, wherein they had facrificed 
to their idols, in order to build a churrh in the fame place, and 
there offered up facrificcs to the true God. A thing fo furpriling, 
which could not be concealed by any art, made fo great a noife 
throughout all Egypt, and particularly in Alexandria, that Lucius, 
fearing that even his own friends would forfake him, as a man 
who was at war with a people in favour of whom God declared 
himfelf by fuch great miracles, was obliged to give orders that 
they might be brought back privately to their monafteries. But 
the governour, who could not hear that they fliould triumph ù 

(r) Soiom. lib. 6. cap. 19. 

D d d 2 glori- 



2^2 The Hijlary €f A^iAïiisu. BOOKVL 

A. D. glorioufly over him in Egypt, (s) ordered them, with above a hon- 

37^* dred more^ to be lent to Dioce&rea, where he had baniihed the 

bilhopi, and where Melania followed them, in order to do them 

all the offices of a moft fervent charity, which (he performed even 

bj putting on a fervant's habit, the better to attend them. 

The difappointments of Lucius, and the remarkable affionts 
which were offered to him, did not end here : For foon after he 
fufTered a diigrace much more fhoddng, firom which all die forces 
of Palladius and of Magnus could not proteâ him. After the 
death of the king of the Saracens, who are the AralnaBs, de- 
fcended from Iflimael, and who took their name from Sarah the 
wife of Abraham, to conceal their fhameful origine ^ Mauvia, his 
queen, who was a princefs of great nnderftanding, and of an he- 
roick foul, having broken the alliance which her husband h^d 
contraâed with the Romans, (t) carried on a war ^ainfi: them 
with great fuccefs, both in Paldftina and Phoenicia, and in that 
part of Egypt which lies between the Nile and the Red fêa. The 
governoftr of Phoenicia had often received great difadvantages in 
this war ^ and even Yiâor, general of the forces in the Levant, 
who, difi'egarding that governour, had forbid him to fight, believ- 
ing that he alone was able to defeat an enemy whom he defpiied» 
had juft lofl a battle, and was very much in danger befides of 
lofing the provinces which lay on the confines of Arabia. Valens; 
who at that time was in fear of having a dangerous war with the 
Goths, and who was not willing to have a viâorious enemy at his 
back, fent orders to Vidor to treat with the queen, and to procure 
a peace at any rate. This general, who was an ingenious man, 
found means to manage this princefs fo well, by propofing all at 
once to make a peace, and to take her daughter for his wife, that 
both were granted to him : But amongft other conditions, which 
were very eafy, fhe declared that the chief thing fhe infiflied upon 
was, that one of her fi;bjeas, named Mofes, fliould immediately 
be made bifliop, who had embraced a folitary life in Egypt, and 
wliofe holinefs God had confirmed by extraordinary miracles. 
However, Ihe required abfblutiely that this condition fhould be 
granted to her, becauie fhe had fome time before profeiled the 

(s) Pallad. in Lauf. c 33. (i) Ruff. 1. 2. c. 6. Socr. 1. 4, a 29. Thcod. 
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Chriftian religion, with many of her fubjeds, who were con- A.Th 
verted by the incouragement of fbme pious men of that nation, 372. 
who lived a monaftick life in the folitudes of Egypt. It is even 
faid, that St. Hilarion preached the Gofpel to thofe people, and 
that having converted a great number of them to Chriftianity, he 
began what Mofes finifhed after being made bifhop. Valens, who 
9t that time wanted all his forces, readily came into the propofed 
conditions, and having ratified the treaty, he gave orders that his 
lieutenants fliould immediately fee Mofes conveyed into Alexan- 
dria, in order to be confecrated by the Patriarch. 

Being come before Lucius, who was preparing in great ceremo- 
ny to impofe his hands on him, he flopped him fuddenly in pre- 
fence of the people, and ufing that authority which a holy man 
may aifume when he is to aâ againft the enemies of God, he faid 
to him : " I verily acknowledge that I am unworthy of priefl- 
** hood, and of the facred charadler of a Bifhop 5 yet fince I mufl 
** receive it, in obedience to the decrees of Divine Providence, 
" God forbid that I fhould be ib mean-fpirited as to fuffër myfelf 
«* to be ordained ihro' the impofition of your hands, which never 
** would bring down the Holy Ghofl on me.*' Lucius, furprifcd 
at a compliment of this kind, which he did not «pea, replied, 
that it was wrong to judge of him by what his enemies reported 
of him, that if he would take the trouble only to. hear, and learn 
from himfelf, what belief he was of, he after that would form a 
more equitable opinion of him. But Mofes, carrying flill farther 
the generofity of his zeal, faid to him, without giving him time 
to explain himfelf: " Do not vainly endeavour to deceive me by 
** artful fpeeches. Your hands, which are died with the blood of 
<• fo many fervants of God, whom you have inhumanly mafias 
tt crcd, fpeak more plainly to me than your tongue, to make mc 
«• underflkand your belief. The fblitaries, deacons, prieils, and 
** bifhops, who are imprifoned, loaded witJi irons, condemned to 
cs ^jje mines, flead alive, expofed to wild beafts, and thrown inte 
a the fire, for c#nfeliing the Divinity of Christ Jesus, do not 
^ all thefe, by their martyrdom, and by fuch a bloody efFeit of 
^ your cruelty, declare openly, that you believe quite the con- 
** trary ? As for my part, I am affured that a m.an who does aft 
** aF, you have done, is not a Chriftian, and that we can be much 
^^-more certain of a man's Faith when wc fee it in his adion?^ 

^ thaa 
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j4. D. " than when wc hear it in his word?.** After this, having fwor a 
372. by the living God that he never would be made a Biûiop by the 
ordination of this impious man, the Emperor^s lieutenants, who 
had abfolutc orders to fee him ordained, (leaving the wretched 
Lucius in defpair, after fb great an affront,) were forced to carry 
this holy hermit to fome of the orthodox bifliops, who were ba- 
niihed into the mountains. So that being confecîrated in the man- 
ner that he approved of, Ihewmig an abhorrence of Arianifm, he 
was put into the hands of queen Mauvia*s ambafladors, who con^ 
dufted him into their country ^ and by the bldling which God 
gave to his care ^nd labour, he foon converted his countrymen 
from their errors of Judaifm and Idolatry, to the knowledge of 
Jesus Chrut, whom they adored in fpirit and truth. But what 
I jufl: mentioned relating to Lucius, did not happen till fbme time 
after, when Valens being obliged to carry his arms into Thracia, 
the perfecution was, by his abfence, abated in the Eaft. 

For during the time that he refided there, (») it was carried on 
with Co much heat and fury, that the philofopher Themiftius, 
tho' a Gentile, being moved with compaliion to Vëe all the mileries 
that were barbaroufly infliéted on the Catholicks, wrote an excel, 
lent book, which he prefented to Valens, endeavouring to per- 
fuade him to let them live in peace 5 and tho* he Teemed fome- 
thing left inhuman after having read this wonderful man's treatife, 
for whom he had a great value as well as his predeceflbrs, he ne- 
verthelefi would not abate any thing of his feverity towards the 
clergy, and efpecially the monks, whom he continued to perfecute 
with the utmoft rigour, even to fuch a degree, that after having 
ordered the Prefed of the praetor Modeftus to fetch out of the mo- 
iiafteries all thofe who had retired from the cities, to confecrate 
themfelves to God in a folitary life, and after having laid a poll- 
tax upon them, he made another edid, whereby he ordered (x) that 
all monks fhould go to the wars, and that whofoever amongft 
them would refufe to lift themfelves as foldiers, fhould be bafti- 
ay^. nado'd to death. So that the perfecution revived again in a more 
cruel manner than before, throughout all the monafteries of Thc- 
baides and Nitria, where the tribunes and foldiers forced their way 

(») Soiom. Ï, 6. o 36, 37. (x) Hfcr. In chron. Orof. 1. 7. c. 33. 

into 
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into the cells, to {t\ze ih^ monks^ and murder i. humanly thofe'y^. /). 
who offered to refill their violence. 37^. 

This was the deplorable ftatc of the Church in the Eaft, whilft 
the true religion was flourifliing more than ever, under Valenii- 
nian, in the Weft ^ for, of the fmall number of Wcftern bilhops, 
who, betraying their honour and confcience, had made themfelves 
perfeâ Arians, under the government of Conftantius, there was 
none left but the wicked Auxentius, bilhop of Milan, who, by 
his death, which happened at that time, extinguiflied at laft the 
remains of Arianifm. In effeâ, all the evil which he had done 
during his life, was foon repaired by St. Ambrofe, who, from be- 
ing govemour of Liguria and Milan, (y) was made bilhop thereof^ 
by a moft extraordinary means, which fliowed that his eleftioa 
came from God. As thofe of Auxentius's party occafioned great 
dîfbrders in the Church, where the clergy and the people were 
aiftmbled to chufe a bilhop, Ambrofe going thither to prevent 
mifchief, by his prefence and exhortations, a child cried out lud* 
denly, Ambrofe bijbop 5 and all the people repeating likewife fud- 
denly the fame thing with a general voice, as by a divine infpira* 
f ion, he^could not hinder them (whatever refiilance he made, or 
art he ufed.) from placing him on the Epifcopal throne, fbr which 
600 had deiigned him, in order to purify that great city, which 
WIS .then the fee ofthe Empire, of all the Arian impiety that Hill 
remained in it. 

Xhc EmpetQE Valentinian, without whofe confent none of his 
offioeni œuld be received amongft the clergy, (x) was very well 
pkftfed to hear that the perfon whom he had made governour of 
the proyince and imperial city, was &and to be fb righteous a 
Biaiv.that the people would have him for their bifhop -, he there* 
fore madily: aflented to that eleâion, which h^b had left to the free 
çhoire of.tbe bilhops and of the people^ and he himfelf honoured 
with fais'^lence, the ceremony of his cbniecration -, which being 
ended, tl^y fay, that he lifted up his eyes and hands to Heaven, 
and addrelEng himfelf to Jesus Christ, cried out with a joyful 
¥QÎûe;. " I return you thanks, O Lord, Omnipotent God, and 
^Saviour of the world, ina&nuch as you have confirmed my 

(7) Thcod. t 4- c. 5* (x) Lib. 3, dc Eg. &.Clçr. Cod. Thcodor. Paul, in 

viX..AiBbrof..Theod. L 4. c*.^» 
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A. D. *' choice by your own, in committing the charge of our (buls to 

374* " that very perfon whom I had chofen for the governour of my 

" people.'' He did ftill more ^ for fome days after thé new bifhop 

going to fee him, in order to reprefent to him, which he did with 

a refpeaful freedom, that fbme of his officers had committed 

abufes againil the divine fervice ^ that Prince, who was truly a 

perfedl Chriftian and Catholick, faid to him : ^ I know of a long 

" time that you make it your profeffion to fpeak freely thoft 

^ things which you think it your duty to reprefent, without con- 

^ cealing them out of fear, or difguifing them out of camplaifknce 

^^ or flattery. And fo far from being prevented by this knowledge 

" to confent to your eleâion, it was that very thing which in- 

^^ duced me to approve it moft heartily, and confirm it with my 

*^ afTent. Therefore make a free ufe of that liberty for our good 

^ We are the patients, and you the phylician ^ do not indulge our 

^' infirmities, but procure a remedy for th^n, according as the 

** laws of God direâ: you.** Thus the holy bifhop received all 

the power which was required of Yalentinian, to deftroy thofe 

remains of Arianifm that the ungodly Auxentius lefît behind him, 

which at lafl were almoft entirely rooted up by the diligence of 

€o good a man, aflifted by the authority of the Emperor. 

But this Ftince did not live very long after fo glorious an 
aâion. The year following, in the month of November, having 
pafTed his army over on the other fide of the Danube, to gp i^ainft 
the Quadi, who had violated the peace by the great devaftations 
they made in Pannonia^ thefe barbarians, ftrudc with terror at 
his prefence, and much more to fee the defblations of their coon* 
try, where every thing was put to fire and fword, and not having 
forces to refifl him, they fent to beg peace of him, offering to 
ferve him on any conditions, if that would fatisfy him. But as 
they undertook, tho' in a trembling manner, to offer fbme excnfes, 
(a) which very much difpleafed the Emperor, he put himfelf into 
fuch a paffion, upbraiding them with their ingratitude and perfi- 
dioufnefs, that having broken fome of his veins, by the violence 
of the adlion, he fell half dead into the arms of fome of his officers, 
iffuing blood out of his mouth, and died fome hours after, in a 

■(m) Ammu Mare. L 30» Socr. 1. 4. c. 26. 
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caftle of Pannonia called Bergition, in the fifty-fifth year of his A^D. 
age, and in the twelfth of his Empire. 37j. 

(i) He was one of the moft accompliflied Princes in the world 
in whatever manner we confidcr him, either by the perfeÔions of 
his foul, or qualities of his genius. He was of a majeftick ftature, 
his body finely fliapcd, ftrong, and able to refift the fatigues of the 
war, which he could bear with the laft of his foldiers^ the xuxxk 
and features of his face were beautiful, his hair was fair, and his. 
eye» were blue, but fparkliug with a kind of fire that terrified by 
his lôokSj which were naturally haughty and threatening. And 
indeed no Prince was ever fo exad and fevere in the obfervance of 
juftice, and in punilhing the fmalleft tranfgreflions, which ho 
never would forgive : -A nd in this point we muft own, that he 
dcfcrved rather to be blamed tlian praifed, for his too great fcve- 
rity, which, we may think, proceeded much more from his me- 
lancholy and fplcnetick temper, than from the love which he pro- 
fefled to juftice : Befides, a prince who refigns his title of judge 
to thofe officers which he appoints for the bringing of criminals to 
juftice, ought always to referve to himfelf the lenity of a father^ 
ii> order to mitigate, from time to time, by fome afts of clemencyt 
thrft rigour which the judges mufl: continually flicw in the ohkt^ 
ranee of the laws. 

Noverthelefs, tho' he loved mone)'' boyond what a Prince oughl 
to do, and that he endeavoured meanly to take advantage of. aU 
dppiortunities to acquire it, even by the forfeiture of uiihappyr 
jneifs eftates -, yet he alwa3''s was mindful of allîfting (he peopl^ 
and far from increafing the taxes, upon pretence of wan^ cm: éxi* 
gencies of the flate, as his predeceflbrs had done ; he leâenod thcSk 
whicb were cftablilhed before, tho' he was at war with the barba* 
rians during all the time of his reign ^ and on this account he dc* 
quired the réputation of the greateft of Emperors : For aé lie was 
an extraordinary good general, brave, prudent, and skilful, and 
having leiperieiiced officers under him, whom he had trained u^ 
in a £^iâ obfervance of military difcipline, as he himlelf^ by hii 
ipttifbiraances, fiiowed them an example ^ he was^ very fortunate «è 
to his own part, aiid likewile in refped Xtp bis lieotenanm, \f 

which means he often gained confiderable viâorics over the Ger« 

. ■ . . • * ...... 
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A. t>. nian$. Saxons, \\\c Quadi, and Sarmatians, who attempted in his 
575i time (tho' without Tuccefs) to invade the territories of the Empire. 
In (hort, he had a genius that was refined, fubtil, and adapted to 
lioble arts, which he was exceedingly more skilled in than Princes 
commonly are. Then he was neat and polite in his table, his 
drefs^ equipage, and houfe, appearing in all things magnificent, 
yet not profufe -, and what gave a great luftre to his diftinguifhed 
qualities, was his incomparable chaftity, which neither the blackeft 
calumny, nor the lighteft fufpicions, ever endeavoured to ftain. 
And as for what Socrates, (c) and Ibme others after him, wrote 
concerning his ifluing out a decree which made it lawful for a 
man to hâve two wives, in order to marry Juftina during the life 
of the Emprefs Se vera, it is a fable, made up of fuch grofs faliities, 
and fb contrary to what the cotemporary hiftorians, .and even the 
heathens, have related of that Chriftian Emperor, that it does not 
deier^e the^ trouble which the Eccleiiaftical annalift has taken to 

fefute it. 

'{d) But above all things, he cannot be fufficiently praifed for 
having inviolably continued, to the end, in that Catholick Faith 
m/tncYï h6 fb glorioufly confefled in the prefence of Julian : And in 
this point I cannot tell how to forgive the ftrange miftake which 
one of our (e) hiftorians committed, when he reprefented Valenti- 
ftiaiï as an Ai ian Emperor, contrary to the belief of all writers, 
and to the commoneft informations \pf hiftory. And what is ftill 
inçreftiange is, that, in order to maintain this error,, he quotes 
Sbzomemis, (/) who, in the very place which he mentions, fays 
pofitively at two different times, that Valentinian, in direû oppo- 
fition to his brother, ftood up for the belief of the Council of Nice, 
and was of the fame Faith with St. Athanafius. A blunder of this 
kind, in fo nice a point, certainly deferves this finall punifhment 
at leaft from poflerity, to teach hiftorians that they ought to have 
a little more regard to truth, efpecially when it concerns Princes, 
whofe n»emory we cannot difhonour, by imputing falfe crimes to 
diem, without being in fbme manner guilty of treafon, were it 
even, above a thoii&nd years afier their death. It is true^ that 
thpis FrJoice finding, at his accefTion to the Empire, that the fiate 

(0 Soc 1. 4. c 26. Paul. Dîac Zonar. Nicepb. {i) Baron, ad ann. 370. m 125. 
XO Dttplcûi Mem. dfsGaulety 1 7. c. 13. if) Sozoau 1. 6. c. i2* 

of 
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of affairs would not admit of his molefting any perfon upon the A. D. 
jwint of religion, {g) thought he could not do belter than to give 375* 
all his fubjeûs the liberty of living in that belief which eyery one 
profefled, as Jovian himfelf had done before» We acki^owledge, 
(6) that after the death of Severa, he made no difljculty to m^ry 
J uftina, who was an Arian, and widow to the tyrant Magnentius. 
Nor do we deny, but that lie let himfelf be deceived by the hypor 
crify of Auxentius, who, in order to remain in his biflioprick,*: 
(i) protefted to him that he was a Catholick : But notwithftanding 
all this, nobody imagined that there was any room to fufpeâ that 
he ever had a propenlity to Arianifm, he who all his life-time pro- 
fefTed openly the orthodox belief of Nice, and who, conrmending 
with ib much zeal and generoiity the freedom of St. Ambrofe, d^ 
iired him to ufe the iame on all occafions,. whenever he thought fit 
to admouilh either himfelf or his fpbjeâs, or to lead them back 
into the right way, if ever they fliould deviate from it,, either in 
relpeâ to. their morals, or to their belie£ 
After hh. death, all the honours that fo great ai) Emperor de* 
^ ferved, were paid to him, and his body was conveyed with, that 
(blemaity that was due to him, to the tomb of the great Conftan7 
tinei Af *er the ceremony was performed^ Cerealis, brother to th» 
JEmpreis Juftina, having gained over to his intereft the chief ofE? 
cers of the army, he prcfented his nephew Valentinian junior to 
them^ who was but four years old, and caufed hin\ in a Iblemn 
manner to be proclaimed Emperor, without the participation of 
Oracian, who had been feven j'-ears before aflbciated to the Empire 
by his father, and was then at Triers. But this Prince's goodnefs 
was (b great, that far from being any ways difpleafed, he Ihowed 
a deal of fatisfadion at it, and took a particular care of the young 
Prince, whom he very wilUngly received fiDr his Collègue, and 
reicrving only for himfelf the countries which lie on this fidfi oT 
the Alps, he refigned up to him, or rather to thofc who were his 
governours, Italy, Africa, and Sclavonia. 

Bat all this while Valens, who was no longer reftraiiied by thp 
lefpeâ which he had for his brother, continued in.the Eaft to per- 
^M^ute . mora cruelly than ever the orthodox .clergy, and chieÛj 

(g) Socf. lîh, 4, cap. I, Sozom, 1. 6. c. 6. C^^ Zof. lib, 4. (/) Socx. 

& Soiom. ibid, 
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A.D. thcprieds and monks, when God, bj a jaft judgment, puniflied 
S 75* ^ini in his own crime, and ordered it fo, that he fell by the arms 
of the ver jT people, whoiil he had unfortunately draurn into Aria- 
'nîfÎTL ' Ve muft now inform you of the caufe, lequel, and all the 
partic6lars of fb important an affair, and how God, by a wonder- 
ful effeA of his juftice and infinite wifdotn, made ufe of thofe bar« 
larous Arians to pull down Arianifm in the Eaft, at the very time 
that it was raifed to the higheft degree of power, and was unmer- 
cifully ezercifîng in thofe parts the cruelleft tyranny that ever was 
known. • 
57^« The Goths having embraced Arianifm in the manner we laid 
before, lived in the countries they had conquered, and feemed to 
t)e quiet enough, when of a fudden they faw themfelves furprifed 
iti a furious ftorm, by the horrid inundation of ftrange barbarians, 
ivho till then were unknown to the Roman Empire, but who loon 
èfter made themfelves known under the terrible name of Huns. 
(k) Thefe people inhabited the vaft countries which are iituate 
beyond the Dead-lake, between the river Tanais and the Glacial 
Seajj whereof that part which is on this fide of the river is in Eu- 
rope, and that on the other fide is in Afia> as far as mount Cauca- 
fus, which is now at this time included in thé Empire of Mufcovy» 
So having left their country with a prodigious number of horfe, 
în order to find out new territories, they firft attacked the Alani, 
who are now the little Tartars, and live in the Weftern parts of 
Poland : But being repulfed by thefe people, who were full as 
ficfrcc as they, and upon their guard, they took their march to- 
wards the left, and having paffed the river Boriflrhenes, they in- 
vaded Dacia, which \ras inhabited by the Goths. Athanaricus, 
who commanded the Oftrogoths in the moft Eaftern part of that 
country, being the firft whom thefe barbarians fell upon, loft the 
battle, with a moft horrible flaughter of his people, and was forced 
to retire to the mountains. The Huns after this viftory having 
over-run the country, foon became matters of it, and were €o eager 
in the purfuit of the Goths, who had not forces enough to refift 
fuch a dreadful army of horfe, which fell upon them on all fides^ 
that Alaricus and Fritigernes, kings of the Vifigoths, and at laft 
after them Athanaricus, with the remainder of his Oftrogoths, 



ik) Amm» L 31. aCefim. L4. Hicroni «d Ocea. 
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abandoned their country to thefe fierce enemies, and paffed on the ^. D 
other fide of the Danube, after that their bifliop Ulphilas, by his 576* 
art and application, had obtained of Valens feme territories for 
them in Thracia and Mœfïa, promifirrg at the fame time to defend 
the limits (rfthe Empire, and to ferve on all occalions with as much 
fidelity as if they were Romans. 

Here it was that Valens, thro' his imprudence and avarice, com- 
mitted an irrepairable fault, which proved the caufe of his ruin, 
and the juft punifhment of his impiety : He thought that having 
the Goths on his fide, he had nothing more to fear, that he had 
'^forces enough, and that he had no further occafion to raifc Roman 
troops. (/) Therefore, inftead of the latter, whereof the province» 
were obliged to fupply him with a certain number, to make re- 
cruits, and fill up the legions, he taxed them in a large fum of 
money, at the rate of eighty crowns for every foldier, and even 
defpi^ the veteran legions, who had done great fervicetothe 
Empire ; fo that in a fhort time the troops were very much 
weakened, and compofed of difcontentcd people. After this the 
Empeior was foon informed that he had difarmed himfelf, out of a 
very wtong pie^e of policy, whilft he was fortifying his eneniies 
Ugainft himfelf in his own country, (m) For the Goths being 
highly provoked becaufe provifions were denied them from all 
parts, and that Lupicinus and Maximus, who were Valens's lieu- 
tenants in Thracia, had redi ccd them to that extremity out of a 
(ordid avarice, in order to compel them to fell their people, they 
all aflcmbled themfclves together, and having firft releafed their 
kings, whom Lupicinus, by a bafe treachcr)% had feized in an en- 
tertainment which he invited them to, they openly behaved like 
enemies, and made a terrible irruption throughout all Thracia. 
They even advanced within nine miles of Conftantinople, in or* 
dcr to meet Lupidnus, who was marching towards them with the 
Thracian forces, believing that it would be an ea(y matter to de- 
feat this multitude of barbarians, who obferved no order, and 
hardly had any arms. Put they fell upon him with fo much cou- 
lage and conduit, that they deftroyed his whole army -, and after 
this, ha^i^ing taken the arms of the vanquilhed, they made them- 
felves mafterSy not only of the country, but likewife of the towns^ 

(t) Soar. UK 4« cap. 28. (m) Amiii« 1» 31. Zofim. I 4» 
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4^. D. and even were fo daring as to beflege the imperial city, which 
377. they reduced to great extremities. Yet, fearing that they (hould 
weaken themfclves by a liege, which might continue a long while, 
they turned it into a blockade, in order to carry their conqueft 
farther, which they did, in over-running all the neighbouring pror 
vinces, even as far as Mac<.'donia and ThefTalia* 

This news having reached Antioch, where Valens continued 
ftill in a cruel manner to perfecute the orthodox Chriftians, it 
ftrangely furprized him, by leafon that he was already under 
great difBculties upon another account. The Arabians were en- 
tered into Egypt and Paleftine, where, after having defeated the 
Roman forces, commanded by Vider the lieutenant-general ia 
the Eaft, they could find nothing more that was able to refiû 
them -, and the Perfians, on the other fide, had a powerful armj^ 
wjiich threatened the Empire. Some provinces were revolted, 
and all the people in general throughout the Eaft were difcon- 
tentcd at the unmerciful perfccution which was carried on againft 
tl\e Catholicks. But, the mean while, there was a neceflity to 
repair with great fpeed to Conftantinoplc, in order to bring fome 
relief to the diftemper, which grew more violent as it was nearer 
to the head. For which reafon, (w) Valens having obliged Viuor 
to make peace with the Saracens of Arabia, in the manner before 
mentioned, he fent him with propofals of a treaty with the Per* 
fians, offering them latisfadion concerning the difference which 
was between the two Emperors relating to Armenia ^ (0) and in 
order to pacifj^ all things fpeedily in the Eaft, and quiet the dit 
contented minds, he put a ftop to the perfecutioji, and called the 
bilhops home from their banifliment 5 yet, neverthelefs, did not 
reftore them to their bifliopricks, which gave aa opportunity to 
Peter to return home to his people of Alexandria ^ who, taking 
advantage of the confufion Valens was in, expelled Lucius^ and re- 
inftated the lawful paftor in his chair. This being performed, the 
Emperor, after having likewifc had the difpleafure to lofe the im- 
pious (p) Euzoius, Patriarch of the Arians, who died at that fame 
time, departed from Antioch, in order to march with the greateft 
diligence poifible, and all the forces he had muftered up, to the 

(»> Ammî. (0) Sbcr. lik 4, cap, 28. Hier, in Chroiu Oret 1. 7, c. ij. 

(p) Socr. ibid. 
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relief of Conftantinople, (j) which the Goths, after having ra- A. D. 
vaged the provinces, had invefted a fçcond time, and were even 3 78, 
advanced to the fuburbs. Being arrived there at the latter end of 
March, he found that great city in a great confternation 5 (r) for 
Trajan, commander of the foot, whom he had fent before him with 
one part of the arm}^ having joined a body of men which Ricome- 
rus had brought from Graciants army, who was preparing to come 
himfelf to the alTiftance of his uncle, was come up with the bar- 
barians, whom he had already repulfed to the foot of mount Hœ* 
mus, în the ftreights whereof he thought he might engage them • 
and tho* he had fought valiantly till night was far advanced, yet 
the fmall number was forced at laft to yield to the vaft multitude 
of enemies, and leave them mafters of the field by his retreat, 
with a confiderable lofs of the bravcft men. 

Yalens, finding his affairs in fo bad a condition, and all the city 
in diforder after io fatal an accident, was in a furious pafllon with 
Trajan, (s) and even laid fuch injurious things to him as were in- 
fupportable to a man of his quality, reproaching him with having 
let him(elf be beaten like a heartlefs coward. But Trajan, who, 
on all occafions, had Ihowed himfelf to be a man of great courage, 
vindicated himfelf, by replying, with all the generofity of a Chri*» 
ftian hero, and yet without lo/ing refped : " I am not the perfon, 
** Sir, who is defeated -, but you yourfelf it is that forces vidory 
^ oat of our hands, in order to bellow it on the barbarians, in 
** whole party you have caufed even God himfelf to enter, againfi: 
** whom you are continually making war, Vidory is every where 
^ attending his commands, and certainly declares itfelf always 
** fisrthofe whom God guides invifibly to fight againft his ene- 
" mies. If you ftill believe that you are not one of them, confider 
** only how many holy bifliops you have banilhed from their 
^^ churches, and what men tho& are whom you have put in their 
^ places.** The Emperor, who. was furprized at this free way of 
fpeaking» was going to (hew his refentment ; but Arintheus and 
Viâor, both generals of his army, managed the affair fo wel], 
that they pacified him,, reprefenting to him in moderate terms, 
that he ought not to be difpleafed, if, out of the zeal which people 

(f) Soar. L 4. c gi, Sozom. 1. 6. c 39* (O Scc% ibid* Amm. lib. ^u 
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A. D. had for his fervice, they told him freely what they thought con- 
373- cerning an affair of that importance, and that there might be 
fomething in what Trajan had juft faid to him. Thefe reprefen- 
tations from two men fo neccflary at that jiindure of time, pre- 
vented Valens from offering any violence then to Trajan ) but 
neverthelefs, he took his employment from iiim, which he gave 
to Sebaftian, (r) who was a great general, and whcm he had Ibnt 
for out of Italy, with the confcnt of his nephew. 

In the mean while the army increafed, and Valens ftill kept the 
troops at Conftantinople, whilft the Goths continued their incur- 
iions with impunil}^ and made a horrid ravage even up to the 
gates of the city, (w) This furioully provoked the people, who 
could not bear to fee themfelves thus wretchedly deftroycd wiihin 
and without, (x) both by their friends and by their enemies. They 
reported, that Valens had brought the barbarians into the heart of 
tlie Empire 5 that he had no more to do, but to bring them into 
the city, where he himifelf was beiieged with his army ^ and that 
not having courage enough to fight them, he had thought it pru- 
dent to make a lafting war of it. The difïàtisfadion of the people 
ivas come to that pitch, that, as he alFifted one day at the horfc- 
races, they cried out aloud, in an infulting manner, throughout 
the ring, " Give us but arms, and we will fight the enemy, whilft 
" you arc here diverting yourfelf in fports.** Thefe words pierced 
his very (bul, and made him conceive a ftrong indignation to the 
inhabitants of Conflantinople ^ but as it was not a i>roper time to 
be revenged of them, he at laft marched out of that city on the 
eleventh of June, with a mcft glorious army, protefting, that after 
the war was at an end, he would in fuch a manner demolilh Con- 
ftantinople, to punifh them for their infolence, as likewife for 
their having received the t3'^rant Procop at his acceliion to the 
Empire, that even the ruins thereof fhould not be fcen 5 for that 
he would turn if into an arable land. 

There happened a thing which put a period to his rage : For as 
he was marcJiing out of the city, (y) the holy Iblitary I&ac, whofe 
hermitage was not very diitant from the fuburbs^ came up to hiBh 
crying out in ajoud voice : " Where are you goings O Emperors 

:t) Ammiam (u^ Socn lib. 4. c;tp,3i. Çx) Sozoai. lOw & cap» 39. 
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^ you, whom the afliftance of God hath abandoned in the war you A. D. 
^ have now undertaken > You have armed the Arian impiety 378.* 
^ againft him, in order to utter endlefs and execrable blafphemiea 
^ againft his Son. You have banifhed from the churches thofe 
^ holy bifhops, who cauled his blefled name to be celebrated by 
^ the praUes of the faithful; and for this realbn God, the jufi: 
^ avenger of crimes, who is jealous of his own glory, hath armed 
•* the barbarians againft you, to demand latisfadion for the inju- 
^ rics you have done him. Ceafe going to war with him, if you 
^ are deiirous that he ftiould ceafe purfuing you with the arms of 
•* thole whom he fends againft you, in order to punifli your de. 
^ fertion. If you are willing that he fhould grant you vidory 
^ reftore thofe paftors to him, which you have forced away from 
^ his churches. That if, defpifing thefe counfels, you pretend to 
^ carry on this war, depending on the ftrength of your army I 
^ dedare to you that it will be defeated, and that you yourfelf 
^ win perifli miferably with it, without the leaft hopes of your 

• ever returning/* And for my part I declare to thee, replied 
Yalens haughtily, and with a tone that was intermixed with anger 
and contempt, " that I fliall come back again, in order to punifh 
^ thy audacioufnefs j and that after I have, by my return, dit 
^ proved thy foolifh prediûîon, I will punifh thee for a falfe pro* 

• phet, by putting thee to death.** I readily agree to that, replied 
the hermit, without any concern ^ " but I am fafe enough as to 

• any danger of your returning.'* After he had fpoken in this 
manner, he was feized and carried to prifon by order of Valens, 
^fSo, rejefting fo wholefome an advice, which had been Co often 
^ven to him by perfons of a different condition, went and in- 
camped at Melanthias, a little town, where was an imperial pa- 
lace, within a few miles of Confiant inople 5 the Goths, who were 
uvcr-running the country, being then retired beyond Andrinople 
in order to gather all their forces. * 

Whilft he continued in this country-feat, reviewing his army, 
which daily multiplied with frefh forces, which repaired to his 
camp, news was brought him, (z) that Gracian, after a fignal vidto- 
-ry which he had gained over the Germans, was coming to his re-, 
lief againft the Goths, with all the forces of the Weft. For this 

{^) Ammian. 

F f f Prince, 
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A. D. Priocc; being infimied of tlie cztremitj which Thnda and the 
378. imperial citj were lednced to^ after the defieat of Lapiciiia% waa 
making preparations in Gaul to onne and join his undc^ who had 
deiîred his aii;ftance, wbilft he was yet at Antioch ^ and hi order 
to behave in a manner quite difièrent from that of this Arian Em* 
peror, propofing to have God on his fide, he deCred St. Amhrofe 
(a) to fend him a fmall treatife of the belief which he ihould ad« 
here to. This holy Prelate, who was ready to anfwer his requeft, 
prefented to him his two excellent books cdicerning Faith, where» 
in, after the fine inftroâions which he gives him upon that fub- 
jed, he promiies a glorious vidory to him, from the very oracle 
of a prophecy of Ezekiel, (*) which he explains to his advantage 
againft the Goths, as if the Prophet meant them when he fpeaks 
of Gog, whofe ruin and deftruâion he foretells will happen, after 
his coming out of the remoteft parts of the North, with a mighty 
army of horfemen, who had brought defblation into the lands of 
the people of God. He then affiircs him, that thefè dreadful ca- 
lamities of Thracia, and of the Capital city of the Eaftera Em- 
pire, -were the efïèas of God's juftice, who punifhed the impie- 
ties of the Arians, by the Arians themfelv^ and that it was but 
reafbnable that the fidelity which was proraifed to the Roman 
Empire, fhould firfl be violated by the barbarians, in the fame 
place where, in a facrilegious manner, that Faith in^hich is due 
unto God, was violated by Arianifm : That the cruelties, which 
.were eiercifed on fbmany bilhops and orthodox Clergymen, and 
the blood of fuch a number of martyrs, which was fo often Ihcd 
in the defence of the Divinity of Jesits Christ, had juftly 
called down the vengeance of God, to demand the blood of their 
impious perfecutors, with the arms of the Goths, whom they them- 
felves had received in their own defence, not knowing that they 
were come as minifters of divine juftice, in order to execute his 
judgments againft them. After this, addrefling himfelf to Jesus 
Christ, he befeeches him to grant that Gracian may have viâo- 
ry over thefe fierce enemies, fince, that as he fights at the head of 
a Catholick army, where his holy name, inftead of the eagles, is 
difplayed on the ftandards, he acknowledges him to be the true^ 

(a) Aipbrof, de Fid, ad Grac. ioit. lib. i, & fub fin. L X (V Eiek. nzriii. 

omni« 
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omnipotent, and eternal God, and abhors the abfurd impiety of A.D. 
thofe who place him in the rank of creatures. 378. 

This prayer and prophecy of the holy bifliop's was not in vain, 
whatever other interpretation contrary to his, might be given to 
the oracle of the Prophet Ezelciel. For all the honour of this war, 
and of the deliverance of the Empire, was refifrved for Gracian, 
after that the divine juftice had been fatisfied in the punifliment 
oi the Arian Emperor, in the manner which I fhall now re* 
late- 

As Gracian was almoft ready to depart from Thracia, having 
before-hand fent the major part of his army into Sclavonia, the 
Germans, (who were informed thereof by one of their own people, 
who was of the Emperor^s guards) relblving to take advantage of 
this opportunity, (b) in violation of the peace, pafled over the 
Rhine, which was then frozen, in the month of February, at a 
place fomewhere above Conftantia, with an army of more than 
forty thoufand men, and began to ranfack the territories of the 
Empire, But this young Prince, without being at all concerned 
at this unexpeéled attempt, having immediately called back his 
troops, and drawn up^^ith incredible diligence the forces which 
he had amongfl: the Gauls, he came and attacked them with lb 
much refolution and conduft, that he totally defeated them, and 
killed thirty-five thoufand of them on the fpot The remainder, 
who had efcaped the battle, and thofe who were ftill in the coun* 
try, having fortified themfelves in the mountains, he purfued 
them with €0 much vigour and courage, that after feveral flight 
combats, they were at laft forced humbly to beg for peace and par- 
don, which he granted them, upon their delivering up to him the 
braveft of their youth, whom he incorporated among his own 
troops. After which he punifhed the traitor who had given the 
information to his countrymen : Then having left proper ordert 
concerning the fafety of the Gauls, he advanced with all imagina- 
ble fpced towards Pannonia, notwithftandiiig his being at that 
time ill of an intermitting fever, having likewifc acquainted his 
uncle with his vidory, and his march, in order to join him. 

Valens indeed, at this junfture, could not wilh for any thing 
that was of more advantage to hi r, nor fail getting the vifliory, 

(b) Affimiin^ lib. 31. 

Fffa had 



;d4i TheHifioryof AriaWism. BOOK VL 

y4f. JD. had he taken the Goths between two powerful armies, as. he might 
378. very ealily have done But God, who had decreed his doom, in 
order to punifb him for his impieties, confounded his judgmentf 
and turned all his advantages even to his riiin- This agreeable 
news, which he ought to have received with joy,, gave him more 
difpleafure than a dilappointment in his affairs would have done j 
he was jealous of the fuccefs of his nephew, and &ncied that his 
honour would be blafted, if he did not immediately perform fome 
remarkable exploit, which might make as great a noife as hitihad 
done.. Beiides, count Sebaftian having defeated ibme of the ene- 
mies horle, who were making incurlions on the borders of the 
Heber, and having filled Andrinople with the booty which he had 
taken from them ^ whether this officer had reprefented the aâion 
greater to him than it really vwas, or that the Emperor was blinded 
with the ftrong délire he had to come to a battle-, he took it into 
his head that the enemy were half deilroyed •, and what helped 
intirely to deceive him was, that he heard at the fame time,^ that 
they were 'retired within fifteen miles of Andrinople, and were 
going to entrench them/elves at Nice, as if they were afraid of aa 
engagement. It even happened that the fcouts, who perhaps were 
in fb great a hurry that they had loft their reafoning, or had only 
difcovered one part of the army, brought him word that the 
enemy, which were making their retreat, were not in number 
above ten thoufand men. 

Therefore Valens, who faw himlelf malîer of a potent army^ 
not doubting any longer of the vidlory, raifed his camp and ad- 
vanced, yet neverthelefs marched in battle aray up to the fuburbs 
of Andrinople, where Ricomer delivered letters to him from Gra? 
cian, who was already paft Sirmium, and conjured him not to ha- 
zard any thing againft the barbarians, till fuch time as he had 
joined him, which he fliould do in a few days. Valens having 
taken this affair into conlideration, Viftor, who fince his return 
from Perfia had been made general of the horfe, advifed him to wait 
the arrival of his collègue, who being joined with him, without 
the leaft danger might fecure the vidory, which the enemy might 
conteft with him, were he to engage them alone. All the old offi- 
cers of the army were likewife of the fame opinion ; But Sebaflian, 
who commanded the foot, whether he was puffed up with the lit. 
tie fuccefs he had lately had againft the Goths, or that he had re- 

folved 
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iblved before-hand not to be of the fame opinion with the old ge* j^. 1). 
neralSy to make himfelf the more taken notice of in his new em- 37^» 
ployment, infifted boldly upon giving battle, without delibe- 
rating one moment, left the enemy, who were almoft defeated by 
their lofles and fears, as well as by theif retreat, fwhich was not 
very unlike being put to the flight) might have time to recover 
themfelves, and mufter up all their forces, which they might do 
without much difficulty, if they fliould have the leaft opportunity 
left them. All the young officers, who were ambitious of acgui* 
ring the reputation of being brave, as likewife the courtiers, wha 
knew how, and were inclined to flatter the Emperor's paflion^ 
joined in that opinion, and declared for a battle, faying that it was 
doing themfelves dilhonour, and declaring themfelves cowards, if 
they fliould wait for any other perlbn's coming to gain a vifitory 
for them, which they already had in their own hands, if they 
only dared to conquer. Therefore Valens, being overcome by hia 
ambition, and by the flattery of his friends,, or rather, hurried 
away by divine juftice to his ruin, determined to march up direct- 
ly to the enemy, and to attack ♦^hem in their very camp, without 
waiting &r Gradan.^ 

On the other part, Fritigernes king of the Goths, feeing himfelf 
undone, in cafe the two armies fliould join together, concluded 
that there was an immediate neceliity either for peace, or for a 
battle : And in order to procure the one or tlie other without lof» 
of time, he afted the part of a refined politician, by which Va^ 
lens was intirely deceived. He fent a Chrifl:iaa prieft to him, as 
Ammian Marcellinus tells us 5 and there is a great probabilit3r 
that this was the bifliop Ulphilas, the very perfon who, in order 
to obtain (bme afllfliauce from Valens, about fix years before, had 
perfuaded the Goths to profefs Arianifm. Being therefore arrived 
at the camp near Andrinople, as ambaflador from Fritigernes, he 
was received with civility by the Emperor, to whom he publickljr 
prefented letters from his mafter in behalf of the whole nation,, 
by which he begged, in fubmiflive terms, that he would grant 
them fome territories in Thracia, and flocks of flieep, in order to 
live peaceably, in cultivating their own lands, promifing at the 
fame time, to ferve him with as much loyalty as he could expedt 
frcm his own fubje£ls. After which, the ambaflador finding that 
he was not inclinable to confide a fécond time in thofe who had. 

already 
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-A P. already violated the peace, delivered other letters to him private- 
378» ly, wherein Fritigernes, after many proteftations of gratitude, 
teUs him, that he defired nothing fo earneftly as the honour of 
ferving him, and fubjeâing his nation to him, but that it was not 
in his power ^ that the Goths, who were naturally brutifli, and 
now become proud of the advantages which they had gained over 
his lieutenants, as well as that he himfelf feemed to be in awe of 
them, would not fuffer themfelves to be governed •, that he there- 
fore intreated him to come forward, fince he was at the head of fo 
glorious an army, and affured him that the Goths, who would then 
be terrified at the name and prefence of the Emperor, as likewife 
at the greatneis of the danger which was fo near at hand, might 
eafily be brought to reafon, and to fubmit to his pleafure. 
' There was no need of any other argument to convince the Em- 
peror, who was already prepoflefled with his own ambitious no- 
tions, that the Goths were in a confufion, and that he ought to 
fight them without lofs of time, in order that he alone might have 
the honour of a vidory, which of courfe would fall to his Ihare* 
So, having iênt away the ambaffador without any anfwer, he 
marched on the ninth of Auguft before day, all in a hurry, with- 
out order, and even without having fupplied the army with ne- 
cefTaries. He had a long way to go, the roads were bad, and the 
weather exceffive hot : In fhort, he arrived about mid-day in fight 
of the Goths camp, within twelve miles of Andrinople, which 
, was fortified with their chariots 5 (c) his foldiers being fatigued 
and perilhed with hunger and thirft, having nothing to refirdh 
themfelves^ were not in a very good condition to fight, efpecially 
where the ground was fo difadvantageous and uneven, that the 
officers had a great deal of trouble to draw up the army in battle^ 
and to extend their horfe upon the wings. Fritigernes, who was 
well acquainted with thefe difficulties, and with the inconve- 
niencies which the Roman army underwent, increafed them ftill 
more by a ftratagem, which proved very fuccefsful to him. He 
fent a deputation to the Emperor, to treat with him relating to 
the conditions upon which the Goths were to furrender themfelves ; 
and in the mean while, he caufed great fires to be made in all the 
neighbouring œuntry 5 by which means he cfFeûed two things, 

(/) Soar, lib. 4. cap. fi, Sozoim L 6. c. 25. Atninian. 1, 31, 

which 
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ifrhîch were very beneficial to him : For in the firfl: place, he A. D. 
gained time for two of his chief officers to join him, Alatheus, 978, 
and Saffragus, who commanded a confiderable body of horfe, 
which he was hourly expeding ^ and on the other hand, he difpi- 
rited the Roman foldiers by fo tedious an expedation, during the 
greateft heat of the day, which was ftill more infupportable, be* 
caufe of the fires that inflamed the air. Thus, whilft he was 
amufing Valens, (who, believing that the barbarians were ready 
to beg their lives, required that they fhould fend him a deputation 
of fbme of the chief perfbns of their nation, ) the two generals, 
whom Fritigernes expefted, arrived with the greatefl: part of the 
Gothifli horfe, who inftantly formed themfelves in battle, to the 
right and left. 

At the lame time fbme troops of horle, who were commanded 
By Baturius, a Spanifh officer,, having no longer patience, went 
up fiercely to the enemy, and began the fight The barbarians, 
at this, made a dreadful ihout ^ then Alateus and Saffiragus falling 
upon thefe rafli men, (who were foon defeated, and in their re- 
treat fell upon their own people,) they purfued their point with 
So nmch vigour, and charged the Romans fb furioufly, with their 
Goths, mixed with Huns and Scythians, (with which they had 
increafed their army, ) that the Roman horfe, almof): without an 
engagement, were entirely routed. As for the foot, they fought 
bravely, and thofe that were upon the left wing, advanced even 
into the entrenchments of the chariots. But being abandoned by 
their horfe, the enemy's horfe, who was already viûorious, came 
and took them in flank -, and the Goths, who were innumerable,, 
falling upon them from all parts without refiflance, furrounded 
them in fuch a manner, that they could not even make ufe of their 
arms for want of ground, fo were all cut to pieces, excepting a 
few, who made their efcape by the help of the night, which came 
on during this bloody flaughter. 

Valens, who would not forfake his people, after the flight of 
the horfe, was himfelf wretchedly abandoned by them. Trajan, 
who had fought amongft the voluntiers, perceiving his diflrefs, 
aied out. Save the Emperor ^ and Vidtor and Ricomer, who were 
endeavouring on all fides to bring him fome affifliance, could not 
rally any of the troops. So that this unhappy Prince was forced, 
with a few of his fervants, to conceal himfelf, and join thofe who 

were 
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A. D. were running away *y and, in Ihort, to put an end to his deplorable 
378^» fate, as he was making the beft of his way, he was wounded with 
an arrow by fome of thefe who were purfuing the fugitives, and 
fliooting at random in the obfcurity of the night After this, not 
being able to go on, his people were obliged to carry him into a 
little cottage that was near at hand. But he had no fboner 
reached the houfe, when a troop of Goths, coming up in order to 
pillage it, not knowing who was in it, and meeting with fome re- 
liftance, they immediately fet fire to it on all fides. Thus Yalen^ 
(d) ftretched upon an ordinary bed, opprefled with grief for the 
lofs of the battle, and wounded, without the polEbility of any re* 
lie^ was burnt alive, and deftroyed with all thofe who attended 
him, excepting one of his fervants only, who, having thrown 
himfelf out of the window half burnt, fell into the hands of the 
Goths, to whom he related, that Valens was the perfon whom they 
had lb miferably deftroyed in that houfe. This gave them great 
concern, feeing themfelves deprived of the honour and advantage 
which they might have received by the taking of fo illuftrious a 
prifoner. And he whom they had juft taken, having foon made 
his efcape from out of their hands, went diredly to Confbinti* 
nople, where he publifhed this difmal adventure, which did not 
furprize than, becaufe they ezpeâed nothing left, (e) For the 
holy hermit Ifaac, who had foretold to Valens, that he fliould not 
return from that war, being as it were in eztaiy; at the very honr 
when this accident happened, cried out with a loud voice, in pre- 
fencc of thofe who were in the prifbn with him : At this infiant 
Valens is burmng. 

There were many omens of this fatal death 5 for even the Hca- 
thens have obferved, that it was become a cuftom at Antiocb, 
where this Prince was extremely hated (/), to fay on all occafiona^ 
when they complained of his cruelty and violence, Afay Valent 
be burnt alive ^ and that hardly any thing was heard about the 
ftreets, but the voice of the common criers, who ordered the peo- 
ple, in his name, to fupply wood for the fire of the publick bathi 
which he had eredted. But to fet afide all the other prefages, 
which may perhaps ftill hold (bmething of the Paganifli fuperftu' 
tion, and without diving too far into the fecret judgments of God, 

Cij Ammuffi. (tj Niccph* !• ii« c. (a (/) Auumaii. 
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I am apt to believe, that the moft certain omen was the impiety A. D, 
of that Prince, which brought fo ftrange a punifliment upon him, 378. 
and which had fo often been foretold him, in order to avoid it hy 
a fpeedy repentance. He had employed both fire and fword, thro* 
a moft horrid cruelty, againft the orthodox Chriftians, and God 
made ufe of the one and the other to deftroy him, by the hands of 
the very people whom he had unhappily drawn into Arianifm. 
The blood of fo many aflertors of the Divinity of Jesus Christ, 
whom he had fo barbaroufly put to death, required that his blood 
Ihould be flied by the arms of the barbarians, and the very flames 
which confumed, in the light of Nicomedia, the eighty martyrs 
of the clergy of Conftantinople, whom he had caufed to be burnt 
in a Ihip, did light the fire which confumed him, in order to facri- 
fice him to the juftice of a God who is the revenger of fuch abo* 
minable cruelties. He had fent his troops in armed bodies into 
thedeferts of Thebaides, to deftroy the folitaries, and God or* 
dered that a folitary {hould tell him to his face, that he Ihould lofe 
the fincft army that he ever had, and which he thought he was 
leading to a fure viftory. 

In effeû, his defeat was entire, and his lois terrible. The 
greatcft and braveft men of the Eaftern Empire were deftroyed 
on this occafion. The generous Trajan, who had admonilhed Va-, 
lens with fo much courage, loft his life in endeavouring to fave 
his. Count Sebaftian, general of the foot, Valerian, great mafter 
of the horfe, Equitius, a relation of the Emperor's, and high 
fteward of the imperial palace, with above thirty-five military 
tribunes, were killed upon the place. Above two thirds of the 
army were cut to pieces, the remainder being difperfcd j and we 
do not find in hiftory, that there ever was, fince the battle of 
Canna, fuch a bloody llaughter of the Romans. I thought that I 
might have leave to fay fomething more particular of this over- 
throw than of the other warlike exploits, which come neceflarily 
into my defign, becaufe that it afterwards proved to be the de- 
ftruftion of Arianifm in the Eaft, as it was then the punifliment 
of Valens, who was the protedor of it. Thus died that Prince, 
in the fiftieth year of his age, and the fourteenth of his Em- 
pire. 

It is true, that, to do juftice to his memory, he had feme good 
qualities, which might have done him honour, had not his bad 

G g g ones 
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A. D. ones eclipfed them ^ (g) for he naturally loved juftice, fufifering 
378. no man to rife thro' ambition, in prejudice to merit, and did not 
even in that point except his own relations, whom he always 
maintained in a moderate ftation. He ever was very cxadl, to lee 
difcipline obferved in the army, and good order in the cities. He 
had no mercy on thofe who enriched themfelves with the eftates of 
private people, nor on judges who were guilty of bribery. It was 
his delight to keep peace in the provinces, which he took as great 
care of, as of his own houfe, and would not fuffer them to be over- 
charged with new taxes, nor compelled with too much rigour and 
feverity to pay the old ones •, on the other hand, he made no great 
appearance, and was moderate in his common behaviour, when 
nothing ruffled his humour -, and above all things, (which feldom 
is the virtue of Princes,) he was a true friend. 

But thefe virtues were intermixed with fo many vices, that 
they were, as we may fay, finothered with them. He had an in- 
latiable thirft after money, and was defirous of heaping up vaft 
treafures, and in order thereunto, as he was willing to fpare the 
provinces, he ufed to fall upon the eftates of private people, as 
foon as they were accufed of any crime. For he always found 
means, fome way or other, to accufe them of trealbn, that he 
might have the confifcation of the criminals, and enrich himfelf 
with their eftates, and the ruin of their houfes. So that it was 
very dangerous to be rich ^ under the governm.ent of this Prince 
gi^at riches were the occafion that the fmalleft faults always turned 
to be ftate-crimes, which he punifhed, to his own profit, with the 
lofs of peoples lives and eftates. He was alfb very cruel, and as 
he would not fuffer any one to ufe violence, he exercifed it him- 
felf on others, on the flighteft occafions, either to fatisfy his ha* 
tred or his avarice : Above all, he was furious to luch a degree 
that when he was in a palfion, which often happened, he neither 
fpared injurious words, nor even blows. He was morofe, of a 
rough and heavy genius, ignorant of polite arts, and of military 
affairs ^ likewife indolent, impatient of labour, and of any appli- 
cation to bufinefs, doing all things inconfiderately. He was very 
timorous and fufpicious, giving credit to any informations to the 
difadvantage of perfons, and receiving all manner of calumnies 

C^) Ammian* 

and 
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and accufations, without diftinguifhing truth from falfliood. He A. D. 
ufed to punifli the flighteft fufpicions, with as much rigour as if 378.* 
they were cerlwii crimes. He was imperious, and headftrong 5 
and tho' he was a perfon of the loweft underftanding, he never 
would fuffer the judges, who, on other accounts, were not to be 
biafTed, to give a verdia contrary to his opinion : Befides, his 
countenance, which had fomething fierce in it, his bh^ck hair, and 
brown complexion, with his haughty look, (for he c6uld fee but 
with one eye, and had a defeft in the other, tho' it could not be 
difcovered, unlefs you were very near him,) his clumfey fhape^ 
ill-formed legs, and a kind of favage and ruftick air, which ap- 
peared throughout his whole perfon, anfwered well enough the im- 
perfedions of his foul and genius. 

This is the dcfcription of Valens, who, after having received 
the Empire of Jesus Chris t, for having believed in him, whilft 
he was yet but a private ibldier ^ after being made Emperor, let 
hîmfelf be fb entirely led away by the perfuaiions of the Emprefs 
Dominica, his wife, who was an Arian, that he became the greateft 
enemy to the Divinity of the Son of God, againft whom he de- 
clared war £b openly, and with lb much impiety. 

And it appeared plainly on this occafion, that it was only in 
order to deftroy him and his army, (which was, for the moft part, 
compofed of Arians,) that Jesus Christ, who was refolved to 
triumph over Arianifm by his overthrow, ftirred up the Goths, 
whom he abandoned as fbon as he had made ufe of them for the 
executing of lb %nal a punifliment. For, after this viftory, and 
the general conftcrnation the Romans were in, for the lofs of the 
imperial forces, and of the Emperor himfelf, the Goths, inftead 
of making themfelves mafters of all, were, on the contrary, beaten 
and repulfed every where, at Andrinople, Perinthus, and Thefla- 
lonica, only by the prayers of the holy bilhop Afcholius, (A) and 
at laft at Conftantinople, where a few Saracens, who were fent by 
queen Mauvia to the ailiftance of Valens, fallied out of the city 
in a tumultuous manner with the citizens, and defeated that pro- 
digious army of vidorious barbarians, and obliged them to retire 
in diforder, with a confiderable lofs. It happened even that Julius, 
who commanded the forces in the Eaft (i) beyond Mons Taurus, 

(h) Ammian. Ambrof. epift. 39. Socr. 1.5. c, i. Soi. 1, 7, eu {$) Ammlan, 

G g g 2 fearing 



^^6 The Hiflorj of Arianism- BOOK Vt 

A. D. fearing that the Goths, who were in the provinces, under the Ena#- 
J 7 S- péroras pay, might take any advantage from the viâ:ory of tiieir com*- 
panions, and make themfelves mafters, he caufe^^heno aU to be 
deftroyed in one day, by a general maflacre which was made of 
them throughout all the towns, according to a private order which 
he had fent to the governors. So that it plainly appeared, that 
this mighty warlike exploit was not a viÛory of the Goths over 
the Empire, bat rather the vidory of Jesus Chkist over the 
Arian Emperor. 

In the mean while Gracian, who was coming to the relief of his 
uncle, being informed of the defeat of his army, returned back to 
^irraium, in order to muller up a greater number of forces, and 
put himfelf in a condition to oppofe the barbarians, and flop the 
courfe of their viftory. And fiion after^ having received the news 
of that unfortunate Prince's death, who had left no child behind 
him, and feeing himfelf abfolute mafter of the whole Empire of 
the Eaft, the firft thing he propofed was, to remedy the evil which 
had fo juftly brought down the vengeance of God upon Valens, 
and his army. Therefore he imm^ately made an edid, where- 
by he not only called home the Catholick Bifliops, (kj who had 
been baniflied for their Faith^ but he likewife ordered, that they 
ihould be re-eftabliflied in their churches, which the Arians had 
ufurped ^ (0 and in order that his conmiands might be expediti* 
oufly obeyed, he fent Sapor, one of his principal officers^ to pub* 
li(h his ediâ throughout the Eaft, with a ftriâ charge to difperfe^ 
as fo many wild beafts, all the falfe bilhops whom his uncle had 
appointed in the cities for the promotion of Arianifm, and to rcr 
ftore to their fees the lawful Bifliops, who were banifhed ^ or ( in 
their room) tochufcfuch governors for the churches, as were of 
the conununion of Damafus, Bifhop of Rome^ all others being ei- 
duded. And by reafbn that the ftate of his aflairs would not admit 
that he fhould pafs at once from one extremity to another, he far- 
ther decreed, after the example of his father, that all feus fhould 
enjoy a liberty of confcience, excepting thofe of the Manichces, 
the Photinians, and Eunomeans, who were the moft execrable of 
all the Arians. 

ii) Socr. I. 5. c^ 2. Soiom. L 7. c i. (/) Thcod. 1, 5, c. i. 

Having 
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Having thus fo happily begun his new Empire, hy the rc-efta- A^D. 
blifhment of the true religion, at the beginning of the following 379- 
year he did two memorable adlions, which glorioufly convinced 
the world of his judgment and goodnefs, and of the greatnels o* 
his foul, which was trul}^ heroick. For on the firft day of January» 
he created, tfie celebrated Aufonius conful, who was a native of 
Gaul, one of the moft learned and polite men of the age, and who- 
had been his preceptor. This illuftrious conful employed all the 
(m) energy and force of his genius^ both in profe and rerfe, to re- 
turn his thanks to his great benefactor ^ he ufed the fnblimefi: 
terms of eloquence that he wj^smafter of, in praife of the excellent: 
qualities of this mighty Prince. But alL the fineft panegyricka 
that we read with fo much pleafure, do not come up. to the acknow- 
ledgement whieh Gratian . fiiowed, on this occafion, to the perfon 
who had given him the firft inftrufiions of his youth. This in- 
ftance of his extraordinary goodnefs and generoiity, far exceeds all 
that can be faid in commendation of the greatnefs of his fouL. 
And indeed, we may efteem ourfelves happy to have feen in our 
days,^ a King who deferved the fame praife, when he chofe the 
late Lord Perefiie, who had the honour of being his preceptor, to 
be made Archbifliop of Paris, and Chancellor of his orders» That 
choice gave us a proof of the King's magnanimity, who, poflefling 
all thofe virtues which made the greateft of Emperors, performed 
likewile naturally the nobleft aâions, without art or ftudy, and 
without the imitation of any model. Yet we muft own, that ifi , 
on this occafion, he defigned to acknowledge his gratitude, it was 
highly backed by the extraordinary merit of this Prelate, who, 
concurring with the intentions of his maftcr, once hisdifciple^ 
ever maintained, wkh an invincible courage, the intereft of the 
Faith and Religion, in order to preferve it in its purity. . 

The fecond noble aftion which Gratian did, fix weeks after the 
firft, was this : He conlidered on one fide, the neceflity there was 
for his prefence in the Weft, where his brother Valentinian was 
not as yet in a condition to au, and on the other hand, the mife- 
lable ftate of the Empire of the Eaft, which the barbarians threa- 
tened with a total, dcfi^lation j therefore he thought it convenient 

(«) Aufon. Grat. ad. pro. Conf. Idyll. S. 
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A. D. to divide the Empire with fome great man, (w) who would make 
?79- it his intereft to defend it as his own right ^ and accordingly, be* 
ing then at Sirmium, on the fourteenth day of February, he fo» 
lemnly affociated the great Theodolius with him to the Empire. 
(o) This Prince was a Spaniard, of the higheft birth, and defcended 
from the Emperor Trajan. He had fignaiized himfclf in the wars 
by his valour and conduft, and was in £b great efteem amongft the 
foldiers, that they already had judged him worthy of the Empire: 
but he had retired into Spain about two years before, after the 
death of the late Theodofius his father, who, after having defeated 
the tyrant Firmus in Africa, and dppc great fervices to the Em* 
pire, was killed by the artifice of Valens, upon an occafion which 
I fhall now give a more particular account of, becaufe it {hews us 
the wonderful conduâ: of Divine Providence;, in eftabliihing a 
truly Catholick Emperor, in the room of a moft wicked Arian 
Prince, in fpight of all the endeavours which he ufed to prevent 
that fucceffion, which proved the ruin of Arianifm. 

Whilft Valens was at Antioch in his third confulfhip in the 
year 370, feveral Pagans of diftinôion, (p) with the phiklbphcrs^ 
who were in fo great reputation under Julian^ not being able to 
bear that the Empire fliould continue in the hands of the Chnfti« 
ans, confulted privately the demons, by the means of conjorationi^ 
in order to know thé deftiny of the Emperor, and who ihould h% 
his fucceflbr ^ perfuading themfelves, that the oracle would name 
a perfon who fliould rcftiore the worlhip of the gods. For this pmw 
pofe, they made a three-footed ftool of laurel {q) in imitation of 
the tripos of Delphos, upon which having laid a bafin compofed 
of divers metals, they placed the twenty^four letters of the alphas 
bet round it -, then one of theft philofophers, who was a magician, 
being wrapped up in a large mantle, and his head covered, holding 
in one hand fome vervain, and in the oth^r a ring, which hang 
at the end of a fmall thread, pronounced fome execrable conjunb 
tions, in order to invoke the devils ^ at which the three^footed 
ftool turning round, and the ring moving of itfelf, and turning 
from one fide to the other over the letters, it caufed them to M 

(n) Profper, in Chron. Hat, Socr. L 5. c. U Soiom, 1. 7. c, 2. Theod. 1, 5, c 6. 
'4) Vi^* in Theod. Socr. Sozouk (p) Socr. L 4» c. 15. Sozoxn. L 6. c. 35. 
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upon the table, and place themfelves near each other, whilft the A. D. 
perlons who were prefent fet down the like letters in their tabic- 379' 
books, till their anfwer was delivered in heroick verfe, which fore- 
told them, that their criminal inquiry would cofl them their lives, 
and that the Furies were waiting for the Emperor at Miraas^ 
where he was to die of a horrid kind of death -, after which the en-» 
chanted ring turning about again over the letters, in order to ei- 
prefi the name of him who fhould fucceed the Emperor, formed 
firftof all thefe three charaders, TH.E.O. which make the two 
fyllables THEO, then having added a D to form THEOD. the 
ring Hopped, and was not feen to move any more 5 at which one 
of the ailiftants cried out in a tranfport of joy : " We muft nor 
^ doubt any longer of it, Theodorus is the perlbn whom the gods. 
^ appoint for our Emperor. 

(r) This Theodorus was a young nobleman of great diftindion, 
who was come from one of the moft illuflrious and antient families, 
of Gaul, and highly efteemed at court, where he already held the 
fécond rank amongft the fecretaries of Valens^ and who, undoubt- 
edly, was endued with eminent perfeôions both of body and 
mind, which rendered him very agreeable 5 but fêtting this afide, 
he was exceedingly given to the fuperftitions of Idolatry: For. 
which reafon the Pagans^ and chiefly the Philofbphers, were pafll— 
•nately defirous to have him for their Emperor, not doubting in. 
the leaft, but that they ftiould find in him another Julian. There-- 
&re they had no fboner feen thofe four letters; which delcribed 
one half of his name, but they were fb blinded with their pafEon», 
that, forgetting the difafter which the oracle had juft foretold to 
them, they thought that Theodorus would foon be placed on the 
throne 5 and they puffed him up fo ftrangely with this notion^, 
that he fcarcely did any thing elfe but confult with them, (j) what 
means he ftiould ufe to bring this aflair to pafs. (t) But the con- 
Q)iracy being difcovered by one of the accomplices, who was ac— 
cnfëd of evil pradices on fome other occafion, Valens ordered. 
tKem all to be put to death, fome by the fword, ajid others by fire,, 
after having tortured them firft, with divers torments, fuch as iron 
hooks, fcorpions, and leaden weights. But in particnlar, he ab- 
horred the philofophers, whom he perfecuted in a moft cruel m^n* 

(r) Afflmun^ (%) iCofùn» {}) AdfeniaD. Vidor. in TfaecxL 
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ji^D. OCT thoQghcnt aB Afia, («) where the prcccixfol Fefios, hf the cm- 
?79- peior's orders, pat immediatelT to death a3 thofe whom he gooU 
£nd {x\ iniomQdi that pecple did not dare to wear doofa^ left tbe^ 
ihoald be mi&aken fur philoibphas br the leicmUaDce cf thek 
drcls : So that, ciceptiiig ThcmiiiiQs onl^ 
rence <^ &n iragkal abominât iocs were wdD kncvn, thene 
icore phikiibpbcrs to be ièen. And that cmied race of &!fe fige^ 
who, under the oolcor cf j^ûloCiphTt exciciièd the ilr ! ■ i J i l c ait 
of infernal icagkiL, partkniarlj firom the time cf JaUas, was al- 
^nx^ ectirelj deftiojed, with their m^kk hoda, (j) wimk vm 
firiâlr enqmrcd after, and poblicklj bomt in large fogrrh 

Valecs indeed was in the right to pnniih £> homi a cwim^^ \gj 
the means ci* which, in riolation both cf dirine and hanan laws 
men attempted to penetrate into the iecxefs of £lmuliy « and what; 
is ftJlmore criminal, to enquire into the dcftisj of pOBoes bj fiich 
abcminaUe pmâices. Tet at the fame time we canaot day but 
tha^ as he aded much more bj the impolie c£ his jmi^^mn^^ t!Mn bj 
the diâates cf reafon, he wss goiltj cf two mipErdoBÉblc bain 
rcM&e his memcrj- odicos. The o^e was ilg mf\ his isfiti- 
arice; ai^ (b(picioiB and cniel diipofitioc, 
iranper c£ calmni^ So that oo the l^^teft 
eie made br way pericii who had a de%B to pi jm\u i hit 
andexhand, or npoo a mecr fypkioo, whkà he woald not 
^ into, he pat to death, or ba: 
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peiibBS whofeeftatcs he ixzHDediatelj lîêîaed, 
r fiiUfience £3r their wires and ŒilâpoL And there 

of this at Axikci >\ wiici excited 
{a£on in aU the ^eâatcxs^ wh» lacSes cf the £ 
WTR fcea in âeftreers^ kadiz^ their imall dûlhcsi fim 
âsor, ks?^ ^^^ fiAfôeca, aad tbtr txlked cf xxithiia; daoogli 
the citf, bat of i!rpriif:£ax3CD::s cf peii^ss cf aH asks aad cooditi- 
«tt^ CDafticrs cxtiiSDS^ asd coBctij esrtkmea, bcfidcsthafe who 
were tc«t«K^, Icxxt, aztd fmt ta dtxih is vv» ct±£r maaner; 
which CKxâd ihe pecpk coctizzsiihr ta lepest thà imprecatîoD 
l^piirlt the cirpacr: Mjj TAm im iana jiSix. 

wSàc^ he gjaaiiticiil was igaiiilL the vtt- 
m aksc we caa^ td rAotc fatontf , 
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which at all times he doth difpofe cf with fcvcrcign wifdom. For A.D. 
Valens brutiflily imagined that lie was obliged to deftroy the Sue- 379. 
ceffor to the Empire, whom the Devils had defcribed by the four 
letters, (b ignorant and ftupid he was as not to ccnfider that no 
tyrant ever put to death his Suceeflbr : Whereupon he made a ftria 
inquiry after all thofe whofe names began by thofe letters which 
proved fatal to many perfons of quality. For he caufed to be 
executed, thro' a moft horrid inhumanity, all thofe among^ the 
perfons of any diftinftion, whofe names were either Theodorys, 
Theodolus, Theodotus, crTheodofiusj fo that many people, fear- 
ing that the name which they had received at their coming into 
the world {a\ might be the caufe of their being fent out of it, they 
changed it, in order to avoid that danger, under the proteflion of 
another name. And his barbarous difpofition lafled fo long, and 
made him cairy his cruelty fofar, as to conceive an averfion to the 
late Theodofius (b\ whom he found means to put to death, though 
he was not upon the territories of his empire even fix years after 
his great exploits in Africa, where he had reduced the tyrant Fir* 
mus to fitch deep defpair that he ftrangled himfelf (c). And this 
Valens did fearing that Theodofius was the fatal fucceflbur whom 
he dreaded fo much 5 and would have ierved his fbn after the 
fame manner, who had already acquired a gi eat reputation ly 
the vidories which he had gained over the Sarmati, had he not 
retired into Spain, where he could eafily be proteûed againft his 

rage. 

But in ihort, according to the cuftom of thofe oracles of the 

demons, which always bear a fenfe contrary to that, in which peo- 
ple generally underftand them, this wretched prince, remembring 
the fatal prediction, was careful never to approach that province 
Df Afia, wherein mount Minos is fituate, near Fry tbrea ; But after 
his*Death there was a fepulchre found adjacent to the place where 
he perilhed, whereon was this infcription in Greek letters, Here 
lyetb Mimas, an iUnpioui Macedonian General (d): And inftead of 
that Theodorus whom the pagans were delirous to have for theic 
empereurs, it was the will of God that the demons, without even 
knowing it, defcribed by the four firft letters, the great Theodo- 
fius a catholick emperour who was fucceflbur to Valens, and con- 

(s) Soc (*) Orof. lib. 7. cap. 33. Hicion. in Chron. (0 A«^'^ f« in 

funcrc Tbcodof. Imp. {d) Ammian. lib. 3^ ^^ri ann. > qucrour 



a6a Tie mjlaiy ofAnANiSM. BOOK VU 

• 

ji. D. qneronr over Arianifm. For GrftciaD, a little time after the death 
179- of his oncle, having refolved, and formed a defign within himfeir 
to chufe a fucceflbur to Valence, for the defence of the eaftern em- 
pire, fent for Theodofius to Sirmium as it were to employ him in 
the dangerous war in which he was then engaged with the Goths.^ 
Here it was, that in prefence of the whole army, after having high- 
ly extolled the great qualifications of the perfon whom the &ldiers 
had already thought worthy of the entire, he declared Theodofius 
Augufbus at the age of thirty three Years ^ (e) with an oniverfal 
appaule ^ then leaving to him aU the eaft, with apart of his army, 
he returned immediately with the femainder into Gaul, to defend 
it againft the Germans, who^ having again rebelled during his 
abfence, were nuu'cbing thither with a powerful army. 

This being done, Theodofius muftered up all the forces he could 
find in the neighbourhood and marched into Thrada, where he 
carried on the war with fo much conduâ and good fortune, during, 
the fummer, that having ofiten defeated the Goths^ Huns, and the 
Alani united together, and at laft gained a memorable vi&otj^ 
over them,^ (f) where they lofl: the greateft part of their army with 
above four thoufiind of their chariots,, he obliged them to quit 
Thracia and to retire, part of them beyond the Danube, (g) and the 
refl: towards Dalmatia. After this he went and pafled the winter 
at Theflalonica, whilfi: Gracian viâorlous on the other fide, by 
having defeated the Germans was re-eftablifliing. the fortune of the 
empire in the weft 

(b) In the mean time Sapor, who had been lent into tlje eafk the 
foregoing year by the emperour Gracian, caufed his edia to be put 
in execution, whereby he reftored the orthodox bifhops to their 
feats, and depofed the Arians who were fet up by Yalens^ Mele* 
tins whom that Arian prince had banifhed from Antioch, being 
returned thither in virtue of the ediâ, the ichilm between him and 
Paulinus, revived again with more warmth than ever. The Pauli- 
nifts declared openly that they could not fufier a bilhop who was 
ordained by the Arians, as Meletius had been. And the fiiends of 
the latter, who were very numerous, and paflionate adherers to 
theit paftor,. infifted, in oppofition to their enemies, that fince 

^/\ ïî^- î"" "^^"^^ . < /) ^^^ ^ <• W»^ P~*^ '« Cbion. Ainm.Via. 
C^) Thcod. 1. 5, cap. 5. Soxook 1. 7. cap. 4. (*) Soe. Uh. 5: cap. 5. Soie 

lib. 7. cap. 3. ' J iri 
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he was orthodox, and that he profefled the fame dodrine and com« A. D. 
munion with Damafus conformably to the terms of the edid, thej 379% 
would uphold him againft all other perlons. Accordingly, having 
taken arms in order to repulfe the Paulinifts in cafe thej {hould 
attempt to oppofe them, they reftored him in a church which flood 
in the fuburbs^ and there was a great chance that this uSkiv would 
have been carried fb far as to come to an engagement ^ for which 
reafbn the greatefl part of the catholick bifhopt in Afia, fearing left 
this unhappy fchifhi between the orthodoz chriftians mieht give an 
^opportunity to the Arians of recovering from the furpriie and con- 
fternation they were in at the fudden ^nge of their fortune, met 
at Antioch in the month (^September, nine months after the death 
of St Bafil, who died on the iirft day <^ that year at Cefarea in Car 
^docia. After a long deflate concerning this affair, finding there 
was no probability of one party^s yielding to the other, it was at 
laft refolved by the advice of Meletius (k) who propofed this expo- 
sent, that eadi of them fhould govern their people quietly, and 
in the fame Gxnmumcm, the one in the fuburbs, the other in the 
city, and that the furvivor ibould be fole bifhop, (I) reuniting thus 
the two congregations into one church, declaring that no other 
perfon ibould pretend to be chofen in the room of him who fhould 
vdie firft : which agreement wasfwom toby Flavian and five other 
pridls, who could moft reaibnably daim a right to that eleâion. 

After having thus reftored the peace, of this illuftrious church, 
the fathers of the council, coofidering the depIoniUe condition 
which moft of the eaftem'churches were reduced to, by the impiety 
«of the Arians, refolved to fend fbme perfons fiom amongft them 
into the Provinces, to root out the remains of Arianifm, and or- 
dain bifhops in the towns which the Arians had been mafters of^ 
as likewife to repair the ccnrruptions which had been introduced 
through their detefhble Herefy. To this effeâ, they deputed 
(jfi) St, Gregory of NyfTa for Pal^ne, and Arabia, where, notwith- 
ftanding the vigilancy of the holy bifhop Mofes, theArianfl^ who 
had intelligences from all parts, had committed confiderable difbr- 
ders. Eufebius of Samofate was fent into Mefbpotamia, where 
ordained the holy monks, Acatius at Berea, (a) Xfaeodotus at 



(i)$mm. (*) Thcod. U c. cap. 3. (/) Socr.UK, 5.aPv 5- Soaom. 

*• ?• cap. 3, («) Grcior. ad Olimp. Monaclu (m) Theod. i. $• cap. 4. 
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A^ IX Hie2â]>oHs(, Uldonis &t Cyrrha, Eologius at £ârf&, PmtngcDcs at 
379- Carra?, and Maris at Dolichia ; a finall town prodigioicfly ixieâed 
Willi Arianiûn. But as Euièbîas was enttrisg isto Bcrea in order 
to ordain this new biifaopg an Aiian woman» who wsts ^ized with 
ceipair to lee thci downfiill cf Isisr ièâ, was ft viclentlj iiîrageâ 
agîiinft this holy bîîhcp, that from tic fop of her houle 3ic flnog 
à^j^n 2L tyle upon his head, which broke his Icslt fo that in a few 
days he died ^ but as he was dyiiig he enjojned his âiefids to pro- 
jiiif^ him upon oath, not to lerenge his death, \xj talûng awav the 
Life of this Ariân woman, whom he fbr^re from the booom of his 
Heart. 

Bst that which was of the greateii: momect, and gave the iro2 
concern to the fathers at Axitioch, was the relief which they »^crc 
obliged to fend to the imperial citj, iriieie Aiiacifm Isad held h 
long its tjrannical government, midcr fbmanjAiian Patriarchs^ 
and where Demophilcs had the g^neatcft Iway, in ipight cf Granan^ 
ediâs, which, not being backed with power, in that lar^ dtr, 
were ib little regarded that the Arums fiill continned in pciieiiion 
cf all the churches. Therefore having coofidered which cf all the 
membas who aanpoled that hpl j aScmbljr, was fittefi ior that 
patpofe, they relblired at lail to gire that deputation to ^ieletius 
whofe admirable mildneis cf temper conld prevail on the nofi (^ 
durate minds, and to Gregoiy of Kazianze who was a man of an 
iolj life, and had a pro&und knowledge of divine things: (o) His 
eloquence likewiie was ïti great, that it rendrcd him in ereij re- 
ipeâ capable not onlj of confirming thecatholirks, bnt alfo of con- 
vincing and overcoming the Ariars. It is true, that heofèdall pof- 
fible means not to be employ ed in a ccmmidlon, wiich he fordaw 
wcuM occafion great diiappointments to him : Bet at laic he found 
himfelf obliged to fubmit to the auchoriry of an whole conncil, 
and to follow God who called him to (b glorious a field where 
he was appointed to fight agsduiH themofi inveterate enemies of 
hisSac Ji^sus Christ. 

(/;He therefore received his commifllon 5 and whilst Melctius 
remaiiied in Afia, in crdcr to give diredions to the churches of 
Cmnauiria, Tarfns, Apamea, and fcveial oth«s where Arianifin 

v>' Greg* N-2. Cir. dc til fiu. ^- Orii. adT. Ariin. <>; Tfceod. L 5. c. 4. 
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had introduced vaft difimlcr, Gregory repaired to Conftantinoplc A.D. 
and took up his refidciicc in the houfe of Nicobulus, who wa^ his ?79* 
friend and relation. As the Arians were in poflcflion of all the 
temples of the city, tiie catholicks, who then were in a much fmall- 
er number tlian the others, had no place appointed for publick 
worftiip, for which reafon he chofc a hall in the fame houfe, and' 
turned it into a little church, to which he gave the name of Anafta- 
fia, or refurredtion, bccaufe it was in this place that the catholick 
feith which was almofl: entirely extinft inConftantinople, began to 
revive. It hath fince been reported, that this name was given to it 
becaufe that a woman big with child, happening to fall down from 
out of a high gallery, was killed whilft St. Gregory was preaching, 
and was inftantly brought to life again by the prayers of the whole 
congregation. But as the holy perfon who has told us, in many 
places, the reafon why this name was given to this littfe churchy 
does not mention any thing relating to that accident, I neither will 
condemn this miracle as falfe, nor give it to the world as a truth, 
upon the bare faith of an hiftorian who wrote of it above thirty 
years after, and hath no other warrant for what he fays, but com- 
mon report. Yet what is mofl: certain is, that this chapel, {r) which 
was then, as we may fay, the cradle of the catholick faith, reviv- 
ing again at Conflantinople, became fome time after one of the 
moft illuftrious monuments of its vidlory, when the emperours con- 
verted it into a ftately and magnificent temple under the fame 
(5) name-, and that the holy virgin, in honour of whom it wascon- 
fecrated to God, rendered it the moft celebrated church of the whole 
city by the wonderful things which ihe operated in it, for the af- 
liftance of the fick and afflifted. And thus we fee in our days the 
great church of our lady of Paris more famous, and more refortcd 
to than ever, by the extraordinary concourfeand devotion of people. 
Knee it hath pleafed God to Ihew tlie power of his Mother in her 
miraculous image from whence have flowed fo many wonders and 
graces fo often received by people of all conditions, who will leave 
to pofterity the teftimonials of them by the inftances of their gra- 
titude, which appear fo plainly on all fides round her altar. 

• (q) Greg, or ad. 150. Ep. inSomn. Anaft. (r) Sozookl* 7. Ct $• 

(x) Souom^Jbid Socr. 1. 4* c, 7. 
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^.D, It was therefore in this little church, called Anaftafia, that St. 

37 9* Gregory began to revive the belief of the divinity of J e s u^ Ch ri s t, 
by the catholick aflemblies that met there, and by his fermons 
which were preached with a divine fpirit, his eloquence and doc- 
trine being admirable, obferving at all times a due medium between 
the extreams of mildnefi and feverity, which we find in his works^ 
and particularly in his inftruftions to the fathers of the council of 
'Conftantinople, (t) where he tells them that he does not perplex the 
minds of the Arians with too fliarp a ftyle, nor with abofive er- 
preflions which rather attack the perlbn than the opinion;^ neither 
does he fufFer them to become infolent, nor take any advantage rf 
his mild and relpeaful behaviour, (w) At firft the Arians took no 
manner of notice of him, feeing that he was only a poor unknown 
Stranger , in an ordinary garb and had nothing about his peribn 
that was worthy of being envied. But as foon as they perceived, 
that, after his firft exhortations, the catholicks feemed to be fired 
with new courage, having fo learned and righteous a man at their 
head : That even feveral of the Arians themfelves went daily in 
crouds to hear him, and were overcome by the force of wi/aom^ and 
by the fpirit which fpake through his mouth, that his little dnirch 
was filled from morning to night, and that his reputation Q)read it 
felf abroad, as being fo incomparable a man that they had no 
body amongft them whom they could fet up to oppofe him : then 
they furioufly exclaimed againft him, accufing him of blafiJhemy 
* impiety, as if he endeavoured to eftablifli a plurality of Gods br 
allowing of three hypoftafes. The people, who were ftirred up by 
Demophilus an Arian patriarch, fell upon him in the ftreet with 
ftones, and dragged him thus like an impious wretch to the tribu- 
nal of the magiftiate, who were all at the devotion of the Ariani 
But as he replied in fuch a manner as no body was able to con- 
tradia him, and the judges fearing to incur the difpleafiire of the 
emperours, in cafe they fhould declare fb openly for the Arians, he 
he was difmiffed, and returned as it were, in triumph to his churcL 
where the catholicks feeing themfelves wonderfully firengthened 
hy a vaft number of converts, chofe him upon the Ipot for thdr 
Jbilhop, which was confirmed by the approbation of Peter of Alex- 
andria, and by the epiftles which he wrote to him wherein he 

(i*; Orat. ad. $c^ Epifc; («) Qregor. Carm. dc wiu fiuu 
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charged him to take upon him the care of that church which he A.D. 
had fo happily reftored, a ^ «^ 

This, no doubt, was a great honour done to this holy man, which 
nothing but his own merit had procured him^ Neverthelefs tho* 
he did not accept ofthat dignity juft at that time, yet his enemies 
would not let that opportunity flip without accufing him of beings 
cxceflively ambitious, becaufe that, contrary to the canons and 
forms which were prefcribed by the church for thofe kind of 
changes, he had poffefled three bifhopricks, being tranflated from 
the fee ofSaflme to that oCNazianze, and from the latter to the 
chair of conftantinople. What feems flrange is, that St Jerome 
(x) himfelf, who at that time was his difciple, and came on pur- 
pofe from Syria to Conftantinople, to hear fo wonderful a man, 
has plainly^ faid with other writers that he had been bifhop of 
Nazianze without enquiring into the truth of an affair wherein he 
was no wife concerned, (j) Rufinus, and after him Socrates, withi 
&veral others, have fincerely wrote the lame thing, upon common 
report) and thofe who came afterward» have not taken much paini- 
to difprove it, becaufe that, as in latter days men have been pro-- 
moted fronj a fmall biflioprick to a more ooniiderable one, much. 
ofi:ner and with lefs difficulty, than it was ufual in the primitive 
church, fo they have been pleafed to produce an authoiity for this- 
change, in the example of fb great a Saint 

But I hope it will not be taken amifs, that Ifiiould (peak my 
opinion^ fox though I do not blame thofe removals which, on par- 
ticular occafious, may be done for a juft caufe: Yet I muft lay for 
the intereft of the truth, to which an hiftorian ought ever to have 
regard without admitting of any alteration, that there can be no 
advantage taken from the eleâion of St. Gregory, in fiivour of 
thofe changes. It is true indeed, that even agai^ his own inclina* 
tion, his friend St Bafil ordain'd him biihop of Safime wluch was 
an infignificant little borough, in the Upper Capadocia : but it 
is likewife moft certain, as he tells us in the hiftory of his life, that 
he never took pofleflion of it, by reafon that Anthynus bifhop of 
Thyana, and metropolitan of the Lower Capadocia, pretended, in 
oppofition to St Bafil, that Safime belonged to him,.which he took 

(X) HIcron. de Scrip. Eccl (/) Rufin L 2. c 9. Socr. I. <• c. 7. 
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A. D. poflcflion of, and provided aPaftor for it: fo that St Gregory ne- 
379. ver officiated there as Bifliop, but remained without a Church and 
Tetired into à folitude. And when his Father Gregory, who was 
then Biihop of Nazianze in the lower Cappadocia fent for him 
out of his retirement, in order to make him his coadjutOT, that 
he might govern that Qiurrh in his place, being then very 
t)ld, and afterwards remain his fucceflbur: He declared publick- 
I7 in the fpeedi which he made to the people at his arrival there, 
that he only took that charge upon himlelf in order to afEft in 
the epifcopal Funâions during the life of his Father, and that 
after his death he would be at liberty to retire where he thought 
fit. This he really did, and fome time after he (a) himfel^ by his 
own intereft, caufed Euialius to be elected into the epifcopal chair. 
Therefore, having given up Safime for the fake of Peace^ and re- 
fufed the Biftioprick of Nazianze, it was witJi that juft reafon that 
he faid, when he was placed in the chair of Conftantinople (^^ that 
he had not abandoned his Wife, nor forfaken his people, as his 
enemies had falfly given it out, in order to render him odi- 
ous. 

The Catholick Religion was beginning in this manner to fet 
it felf up in the Imperial City, againft the Arians, whofe party 
-was daily weakened by the careful endeavours, and new coûquefts 
of this wonderful Biftiop, when thefe happy beginnings were dif» 
turbed by the Schifm which was introduced into that reviving 
<i;hurch, thro* the extravagant ambition of Maiimus, a Cynick 
Philofopher, kvho was an Egyptian, and the unfteadinefs of Peter, 
Patriarch of Alexandria. . This man had no fooner declared him- 
fclf in favour of St. Gregory, but he repented for what he had 
done^ and this Philofopher, who was his friend and countryman, 
prefilng him by his frequent follicitations, Peter refblved to re- 
voke the ordination of St. Gregory, which was an undertaking 
without precedent, in order to place Maximus upon the Patriar- 
chal Throne, in the room of the very perfon whom he had jdl 
promoted to it, as appeared by his letters, and his approbation 
of the choice whivh the People and Clerg)'- had newly made. Noir 
to accompîilh this defign which was undoubtedly very hazardous, 
Maximus in the firft place, went to Milan, where he prefentcd 

(a I Crjgor. Tsaz. Ep. 42. & ^5. (h) Carm. de Eplfc. 
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an excellent book to the emperor {c) Gratian, which he had written A. Ih 
againft the Arians, propofing by that means to gain the Efteem 379-. 
and favour of a Prince whofe power was great with Theodolius, 
whom he had juft aflbciated to the Empire. From thence he 
fet out for Conftantinople, where he was received with much ho- 
nour and Hofpitality by St. Gregory, (i) who invited him to his own 
houfe. This Saint fpoke highly in praife of Maiimus in publick 
Aflemblies, becaufe this Philofopher, who was a very artful man, 
had fo well played his part, in pretending that he was iniirely 
difingaged from the world, and in fetting forth his maxims of 
Chriftian Philofophy, that he impofed upon him, and perfuaded 
him, amongft fome truths, to believe many falfities which he re- 
lated to him, and chiefly that he was born of parents who wero 
martyrs, that as he had inherited fome part of their bleifings, he 
had been exiled during four years entire, in the difmal folitude 
of Oafis in Egypt, after having been inhumanly flead with rods 
by the Arians in the time of the perfecution of Lucius. 

But all this while this Hypocrite was betraying St. Gregory-, 
hnd taking advantage of his friendlhip in order to eftablilh hi» 
own credit, was privately plotting againft him, with one of 
the chief Priefts of Conftantinople who could not, without much 
concern, bear to fee him in pofleflion of a dignity to which hé 
himfelf had pretended a Claim. And as the Patrirach of Alexan- 
dria had fent to his affiftance feven bifhops from Egypt to Con- 
ftantinople, under the pretence of conveying fome fliips loaded 
with corn, which belonged to the cmperour^ this cunning and 
ambitious cynick found fuch ready means to corrupt them with 
money, that, without any other confideration, they refolved to 
ordain him the firft opportunity they could find. And foon after 
they put this defign in execution 5 for as, at their arrival, they 
had declared themfelves zealous catholicks, rejedting the com- 
munion of Demophiles, and adhering to that of S. Gregorj^ they 
had free adraka nee to his Church when the)'- pleafed. Therefore 
one night St. Gregory, who was indifpofed, being gone to a little 
country-houfe not far from the city, in order to take fome i^roper 
Biedecines for his Illnefs, they entered into the Anaftafia, and 
ther^, in the prefence of a fmall number of the ordinary people 

(e) Hlcron. de Script. Eccl. in Max. (d) Grejor. Carm. dc vit. fut. 
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A. D' whom thej had bribed, they began the ceremonies oF the coniecia- 
379*. tion of Maximus. But the deigy, being informed of what was 
tranfaâing, came immediately to the Church and turned out un* 
pious men, without giving them time to perform that facrile-* 
gious ordination, which neverthelefs they went and made an 
end of in the houfe of a comedian, the fittefl place for an en* 
terprife of that kind. This wretched intruder had alluracce eaough 
to exercife, for fbme time, the cpifcopal fîinôions^ till at laft the 
catholicks, being highly provoked at this ufurpatioD, which even 
the Arians themfelves looked upon with horror, they fliamefuliy 
banifhed him from the City^ after which he refolded to make 
thebeftofhis way to Thef&lonica in hopes, that by the favour 
of Gratian and Peter of Alexandria, his proteâor, he might 
make interell: with Theodofius. 

A> D. This prince, who had paflTed the winter at Theflalonica, after 
38a the fatigues of the war, falling dangeroufly ill, refolved to be 
baptized before his death, which he then thought very near. 
For in that fourth century the negleâ of baptizing was an abufe» 
which had infenfibly crept into the church ^ and as we fee ma* 
ny people who put off their repentance to the time of their 
death in order to lead a more libertine life, fo many in tiiofe 
days ufed likewife to defer baptilm to the laft extremity, onder 
pretence that, being regenerated at their death, by that whole- 
fome ablution, they fliould be purified at that hour, und perftGb- 
ly difpofed to enter into heaven. St. Gregory (e) of Nazianze» 
St. Bafil, and his brother Gregory of Nyfle, ufed dl thdr endea- 
vours in that very century, to abolifh this dangerous cuftofflj 
and St. Ambrofe himfelf; who had obferved the fame, and was 
not baptized till they were going to ordain him bifhop, expref^ 
fed fo great a concern for his having delayed it fo long, that he 
condemned (f) that cuftom, and ufed all poflible means to root 
it out, in exclaiming often and feverely againft fuch an abufe. 

Therefore Theodofius who according to the cuftom 5 chiefly of 
the great men in thofe days, was then but a Cathecumen, feeing 
himfelf in danger, fent for the Holy Afcholius Bifhop of Thet 
falonica in order to be baptized by him. But as he had always 
worfliiped God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, three Perfbns in 

(e) In Orat. de Bapt. (f) Set de 5aaft. ^ alOb 
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unity of EfTence, and acknowledged the Son of God confuWlan- A. D. 
tîal with the Father according to the Holy Council of Nice, he B^o. 
was afraid of falling into the hands of an Arian Bifliop. (g) For 
which reafon he firft of all asked him what was his Belief con- 
cerning Jefus Chrift. Afcholius replyed, that all the Churches of 
Macedonia and Illiria, as likewife thofe of the weft, held up, 
without any difference, to the Belief which the Apoftlcs preached^ 
and the Holy Council had confirmed, when it declared that the 
Word was Confubftantial with the Father -, that this was the true 
doârine of the Church, and the Catholick Belief in which we 
ought to live and die in order to be faved, and that we ought to 
deteft the errors, and impiety of Arius, whofe Herefy had, for fo 
long time, difturbed the whole Empire, from Thracia to the ei- 
tfemities of the Halt Theodofius, hearing this, was overjoyed to 
have lb fortunately met a Biihop according to his own heart, fo 
was baptized by him with fingular marks of fatisfaâion, then 
took a refolution to exterminate Arianifin ùom the Empire, if 
God fliould pleafe to reftore him to his health. God gave a BleP' 
dig to this pious intention of the Emperour, and (hewed by a 
wonderfol effeâ of his baptifin, that it was agreeable to him, and 
that he would make ufe of him to deflroy the declared enemies 
of his Son Chrift Jefus. As loon m he was baptized, his illnefs 
decreafed, and in a few days he was rcftored to a perfeâ health. 

The firft thing he did after his recovery was, to think on the 
means of puting that great defign in execution, whereby he 
might intirely deftroy Herefy. Therefore he firft propofed to be- 
gin with Conftantinople, where Arianifm held its greateft fway, 
in order that being once expelled from the imperial City, it 
might not eafily find a lanftuary in the provinces. But as he 
was a man of great prudence, he thought it expedient (before he 
ufed power or force, (h) which he would not do till extremity 
compelled him to it) to begin this work by the publication of 
fome decrees throughout the imperial City, in order to bring 
that numerous People, by fair means, to the performance of their 
duty. He therefore made an Edift dated from Theflalonica on 
the twenty feventh of February, in the fame year, wherein he 
commands all his SubjeOs throughout his whole Empire, to em- 

(£) Sscr. lib. 5. cap. 6. f») 10^^. ibid. 
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ytf. D. brace the religion and dodrine which the (i) holy Roman church 
330. had received from the Apoftle St. Peter, and was profeffed by 
Damafus Bilhop of Rome, and Peter Patriarch of Alexandria, 
holding that all thofe who, " conformably to the the dodrine of 
** the Gofpel, and of the Apoftles, fhould believe one only Et 
" fence and Divinity in the Trinity ofthePerfons of the Father, 
** Son, and Holy Ghoft, fhould alone be called Catholicks, and that 
" whofoever Ihould refufe to fubmit to this divine belief, fhoald 
** be deemed fenfelefi Hereticks whom he gave up to divine jut 
" tice referving tohimfelf,neverthelefs, the power of infiiâiog fucà 
" puniftiments on them as he fhould judge, according to God,mofl: 
** proportionable to the enormity of their crime. Maximus at 
this jundlure arrived at Theflalonica, in order to beg the protec- 
tion of Theodofius^ who was already informed of his unworthy 
adion, and how much he was an oppofer, (thro' his more than 
cynical impudence) to the progrefs of true religion; therefore 
being likewife highly incenfed againft him, by the letters which 
he had received from Damafus Bifhop of Rome -, he banifhed him 
in a fhameful manner, threatning to punifh him as he deferved, 
if he ever had the infolence to begin again, or carry on lb de- 
teflable an undertaking. 

In the mean while this Edia of Theodofius, being publifhed 
at Conflantinople, it gave fo great an alarm to the Ariana^ that 
it threw them into a moft terrible diforder. As the fpirit of He- 
refy will never admit of any mafter, but fuch as does intiiely 
fubmit to it, nor obey any power, unlefs its laws are conformable 
to the direftions of that very fpirit, when it is fupported with 
authority, the Arians had fhewn no great regard to Gratian's Ediâ, 
who, after the Roman army had been defeated by the Goths, was 
no-wile in a condition to make the people obey him. But when 
Theodofius, after his viâories, maintained that Edia by another 
which was flill more abfolute, and fent his Heralds to publifh 
it in Conflantinople: then the Arians, turning their contempt 
into fury, and confiding in their numbers, and in the fbength of 
a party which they thought too well eflablilhed to be eafily over- 
come, they treated the Catholicks with the utmoft infolence. They 
even carried their rage to that extremity, that they fioned a 

(/; L. a. c. de Fid. Cath. Sozom. 
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pious old man (k) at mid-daj, who, bj virtue of the Edift, was A.D. 
juft returned from the banifhment to which they had condemn- î8o. 
cd him. After this they obferved no meafures^ but on all oc— 
cafions treated the orthodox Chriftians in a moft injurious and 
outragions manner ^ as it were, to Ihew the new Emperour what 
they could do, were they provoked to it, and to intimidate him- 
by the apprehenfions of a general infurredlion. 

Theodofius hearing this, wifely feemed not to take notice of r 
it, till he hadfirft placed the Fortune of the Empire above the. 
înfults of the Barbarians, who had drawn up their forces in the • 
neighbouring provinces of Thracia. But after having defeated . 
them in feveral engagements, (J) and at laft granted them a peace, , 
thro' the mediation of Gratian, upon fuch conditions as were moft-. 
advantageous to the Empire 5 as he then had nothing more to. 
fear from abroad, he refolved to employ his viâorious arms, if ^ 
required, in order to make his authority known la fo pious and^. 
juft acaufe, and have the fatisfadion of offering up to Jesus, 
Christ the fruits of all his vidories. To this purpofe, he mar. . 
chcd (m) with his whole army to Conftantinople, where he made . 
his entry on the fourteenth of November, with all the pomp . 
and magnificence that could attend a triumph, whereof he had 
juftly deferved the honour, by fomany vifitories- which he had. 
lately gained over the Barbarians. The Arians, who were afto» - 
niihed at the iplendour of his arms and triumph, began to fear 
the majefty and power of an Emperour who was then prefent, . 
and againft whofe Ediâ they had €0 brutifhly exclaimed, whilft . 
he was yet at Theflalonica. But they recovered a litle from their 
apprehenfions, when they found that he received them with the . 
fame marks of goodnefi which he fliew'd to the others, without 
diftinguifliing them from the (n) Catholicks, who really began to . 
be fomewhat furprifed at this behaviour, which they could not., 
comprehend. 

But in a litle time this Prince made his intentions known ^ 
to them. For fome days after his triumph, as the Catholicka - 
were affembled together with St. Gregory in the Anaftafia, the.. 
Emperor, attended by the whole court, went thither in ftate to. 

(^k) Gregor. advcrs. Arian. (I) Profp. inChrom f«f^ MarceH. Com. înChron. . 
Idat, Socr* Zoz. L 4« (») Gregor. Car, de vit. 
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A. v. afllft at the divine myfteries-, and after having kindly (aluted 
380. St. Gregory, he commended aloud, in the prefence of all the people^ 
his generofitj and prudence, as likewife his extraordinary and 
indefatigable zeal for the re-eftabli{hment of the true religion 
in the fee of the Empire^ Then promifed to give him the Go» 
vernment of all the churches of G)nfl:antinople, which were at 
that time in the poflefEon of the Arians. After this he lent word 
to the falfe Patriarch Demophiles, that, of two things, he might 
chufe one, which was either to make a publick profeflion of the 
Kicene Creed, with thole of his party, (m) or to refign up im^ 
mediately all the churches of Conftantinople, which he would re» 
&Gtt to the Catholicks who had them in their poflefllon under 
Gonllantine the great. Demophiles fent aniwer that he would 
communicate the Emperor's will to the people ^ fb having called 
them together, he told them in a proud and {editions manner, that 
in the firft place, being refblved not to fnbfcribe to the dedfibss 
of the Kicene council, and on the other hand, not being able to 
refift the power of the Emperor, he would follow the laws of the 
gofpel, which dired, that if a man be not received in one place he 
muft retire to another ^ and therefore he would go the next day 
and preach to them in the fields ^ whereupon he went out of the 
city with the wretched Lucius who had been expelled frcm A- 
lezandria, and, befides, had the dii|)leafiire at that time to lee 
Timothy chofen in the place of his brother Peter the Patriarch 
who died a few days after the return of Mazimos the cynick! 
whom he had fb unfortunately incenfed i^ainft St. Gregory. 

The Arians, who were fnperior in number to the reft erf* the 
inhabitants of the city, having heard their Patriarch, were thun» 
der-ftruck at this news, and like deiperate men nn about the 
ftreets in tumults, making honid exclamations, ibme of them 
taking up arms, and flying to the churches^ in order to take 
poflcffion of theni^ others to the gates of the palace, imploring 
the clemency of the Emperor, and moft of thtm gathei^ 
together in the publick places, crying and lamenting- (n) 
fo that the whole city was in as a |;reat a confufion and diTorder 
as if it had been taken l>y ftomu But Theodofius was not at aU 
furprifed at this «notion of the people, which he had taken 

proper 
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proper meafuresto appeafej for, having feized on all the pofts A.D. 
throughout the city, and placed a ftrong guard every where, he fent î^^- 
a part of his troops to make themfelves mafters of the patriarchal 
church, and of all the ftreets leading to it 5 then he ordered his 
guards to go and meet St. Gregory, whom they ftiould attend to 
the church, and fee him take poflTelfion of it. This was performed 
with as much order, as if it had been in the manner of a triumph 
in the midft of the applaufes and acclamations of the whole 
court, and of all the catholicks of the city 5 whofe number then 
was very much increafed 5 fb that the Arians, who were fpedators 
of this ceremony, had nothing left them to oppoft it, but lamen* 
tations and fruitlels tears. 

Thus Demophiles being expelled, and St. Gregory in poflèflîon 
of the church, the Emperor repaired thither himfelf, and after 
having folemnly returned thanks to Almighty God, he ordered 
that all the churches of Conftantinople (0) Ihould be delivered 
up to the catholicks, which was executed accordingly, fourty yearg 
after the Arians had poflefTed them, under the Emperor Con* 
ftantius. This noted aâion was performed, twelve days af^ 
ter the triumph of Theodoiius, on the twenty fixth of November^ 
being the fame day on which St. Peter of Alexandria, who had 
been the firft ailertor of the Divinity of Jefus Chrift againft Ariui^ 
fufifered martyrdom, feventy years before, under MaximinusC' So 
that we may fay that the day of this great man's tranflation in- 
to heaven, was the lame on which happened the fidl cS Arianifiii' 
in the Eaft. For in fhort the example and authority of Theodo* 
iluf, the meeknefs and humility of St. Gregory, and the heroidc 
aâion which he did in faving the life of an Arian, who had 
hid himfelf in his chamber during his illneis with a deiign q> 
murder him ^ all this, I fay, together with his learned fermons 
which procured him the firname of Theologue, made fb ftrong an 
impreflion on the hearts andminda of the Arians, that they feem« 
ed all difpofed to fubmit to the decifions of the Council of G)n» 
ftantinople, which enfued about four or five months after, and 
put a happy end to this great work. 

But before this happened, thefe wicked hereticks, feeing that 
force was of no fetvicc to them ag^nft a warlike and vidorious 

(0^ Sozom. L 7. c 5» 
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Jt. D. Emperor, they made an attempt, tho' without tny prol>ability 
580. of fuccefs, artfully to gain his fevour. For tho* the Arians of 
Conftantinople were deprived of churches, and their number dai- 
ly decreafed, )''et neverthelefs they ufed to meet out of the city, 
and uphold their opinion on all occafions, difputing even in pub- 
lick with the catholicks. And what fecmed more (p) dangerous was, 
that Eunomius, who had been baniihed from Cyzicus in Helef^ 
pont^ was retired into Bithynia, and had taken up his refidence 
at Calcedonia, over againft Conftantinople. This man being the 
wickedeft of the whole fe£t, and one who adhered moft to the 
doflrine of Arius, was likewife, ( tho* exceedingly ignorant ) a 
moft cunning fophifter, and had a great readinels of fpeech^ 
and the reputation he had acquired of being an eloquent and 
witty man, invited a great many people to hear him, who daily 
pafîed the ftreights, which part Conftantinople from Afia^ but 
particularly at this time, they ufed to go on purpofe to hear his 
éifcourfes upon the points which were then in difpute. The 
Arians, who were refolved not to lofe an opportunity, which 
feemed £0 favourable to them, had their cmif&ries in all parts, 
.publifiiing the praife of Eunomius, and faying on every occa- 
.£on, and in all companies, that no man ever had Ipoken fo well 
andfo .eminently of divine things, and of the excellency of our 
myfterie&^that he was the only divine, and only perfon who 
could exprefs himfelf, ki the manner he did-, and that, after 
liaving heard him, people might be afliired that they {hould never 
hear any thing that came up to him. This report being fpread about 
the city, there was no great difficulty to make it reach the court, 
where generally people are very curious, and have but little ca- 
pacity, fpecially thofe who take the liberty of judging, of all 
things according to their own capricious notions, or their private 
intereft. The Arians ftudied chiefly to infinuate themfelves in 
the favour of perfons belonging to the Emperor's houfliold, (5) 
and, particularly, of thofe who had the honour of being neareft 
to his perfon, and were of his bed-chamber. Therefore thole men, 
who were fecretly in the Arian party, but very careful not to 
jdeclare themfelves for fear of hurting their fortune, fkid fb many 
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fine things to TheodofiUs in favour of Eunomius, whom they al- A. D. 
ways reprefented as a very orthodox Chriftian and as an incom- 38a 
parable man, that he took a fancy to hear him ^ which was di- 
redly what the Arians were defirous of at that junélure, not 
doubting in the leaft but that Eunomius would artfully infi- 
nuate himfelf into the good opinion of this Prince, and by that 
means bring him over to be favourable to them. 

But as the Devil had employed the afliftance ofPiinceffes to 
introduce Arianifm into the court of Conftantine, and into thofc 
of Conftantius and Valens, God made ufe on this occafion of theEm* 
prefs JElia Flaccilla, (r) in order to prevent its creeping into the 
court of Theodofius by fo dangerous a curiofity. This Princefs was 
endued with great virtues, and far from being vain to fee her 
felf feated on the throne, flie rather felt a greater love for God, 
and became more humble, as a proof of her graditude, for fo ex- 
traordinary a favour. She ufed to employ her life in the ei- 
ercife of the moft excellent of Chriftian virtues, and chiefly 
that of being charitable to the poor. She was continually feen in 
private houfes, or hofpitals, adminiftring to the lick with her 
own hands, the food which fhe her felf had prepared for them 5 
fhe often walhed their linen, and cleaned their difhes, and even 
did them all the meaneft offices which they could exped: from 
their nurfes, or their common fervants. And when any one re- 
prefented to her, that thole aûions were not worthy of an Em- 
prels, and that flie might fliew her piety after another manner^ 
in doing for God fuch things as were conliftent with that majefty, 
which fhe ought to preferve at all times : fhe ufed to lay to them, 
that it was the Emperor's bulinefs to perform thofe extraordi- 
nary adlions, for the glory of God, and to diftribute thofe mag- 
nificent and bountiful gifts which became fo well the majefty of 
Empire^ that, as for her part, Ihe thought it an honour great e- 
nough, to offer unto God, in the perfons of her poor, the humble 
labours of her hands, as an acknowledgment for the Empire which 
he had beftowed oa her. But feting this afide, as fhe was ex- 
treamly beloved by the Emperor, who highly efteemed her for 
her virtues, fhe made ufe of the power fhe had over him^ on all 

(r) Thcod, 1. Ï. c 8. 
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A. D. occasions, WÎiere (he thought it œnvenient to give him any ad-^ 
380. vice concerning his falvation. And above all things, Ihe conti- 
nually ufed to defire him, in his prefent ftate of grandeur, not to 
forget what he once had been : That this was the only way ne- 
ver to be ungrateful towards God, nor to run any hazards in 
the government of that Empire which he had committed to 
his care 5 and that in obferving, after this manner, the rules of 
juftice and equity, he would render unto his benefaâor that fer- 
▼ice which he eipeded from his graditude. 

But what gave a greater luftre to fo many virtues, was her 
wonderful ftedfaftnefs in the faith, without which, the moft hc- 
roick and virtuous adlions are nothing but deceitful phantoms 
and illufions, that procure damnation at a vaft eipence to thofe 
who perform them. For, the' fhe had a great deal of wit, jet 
flie never would fuffer any one to hold a difcourfe with her con- 
cerning the new queftions, which were then in debate araongft 
the Arians. She would hear of no other dodlrine, but that of 
the faith, (s) as it was expounded by the council of Nice, whofe 
decifions fhe ever did adhere to, and would not endeavour after 
the knowledge of any thing, but what the church was willing 
fhe fhould know, relating to the divine perfon of the Son of God, 
without making any farther inquiry into the confequences, which 
human reafon, weak as it is, would draw from a principle lb 
much above it. Therefore as loon as this Emprefs was informed 
of the fteps, which the Arians were taking to inlinuate things 
to her husband, in the behalf of Eunomius, and perceived the 
— délire he had to fee and hear him preach, Ihe fo plainly repre- 
feiited to the Emperor, how much it concerned his falvation and 
charafter, not even to hear fo impious a man, who was a declar- 
ed heretick, and how difpleafing fuch a curiofity would be to 
God, that without much difficulty Ihe difluaded him from this 
defign. 

There happened a particular accident at that time, which in- 
tirely ftrengthened him in the refolution he had taken thro* (t) 
the remonftances of the Emprefs. Several bifliops were then at 
Conftantinople, who had cholen this opportunity of the triumph 
of Theodolius, to give him affurances of their duty, and to con- 

fs) SoTJom. lib. 7« cap» 5. (t) Sozom. lib. 7. cap. $> 

gratulate 



BOOK VI. ne mjfofy of Am AVi^vi. 279 

gratulate him upon his viâories and the re-eftablifhment of the yA D. 
faith-, but ncverthelefi they all dreaded the court-intrigues, fear- 3&g» 
ing that Eunomius, by the means of (v) a ftrong cabal which was 
working in his favour, fliould be introduced to the Emperor. 
Amongft the reft there came the holy Amphilochius, bifliop of 
Iconium, in order to pay his court to him 5 he was a man of great 
-capacity, tho' not much taken notice of in the world, for whom 
he likewife had but little regard. Thefe Bifhops, on this occafion, 
falutedthe Emperor in a ceremonious manner, Ihewing him all 
the honour and refpeS: that was due to fo great a Prince-, thea 
offered the fame to his fon Arcadius, who was'fitting at his fide, 
and whom he had already aïïôciated to the Empire, tho' he wai 
as yet but very young. Amphilochius behaved in a quite differ- 
ent manner, thro' a notion of wifdom, to which the worldly men 
of the age were entire ftrangers, but it foon appeared, by experi- 
ence, that he was divinely infpired^ Foras foon as he came in- 
to the prefence of Theodofius, he bowed down to him with that 
profound refpeu which was owing to his Emperor: But after 
this he went up to Arcadius without any ceremony, laying to 
him, Ood keep you my child -, and this he faid with a fmiling coun* 
tenance, palling his hand gently over his head, and carelling hiiû 
as he would have done the child of a private citizen* All the 
perfons prefent were alhamed of this behaviour -, and even Theo- 
dofius, who was naturally haughty, being offended at it, eipret 
fed his indignation, by making a fign to his guards, that they might 
take afide that old man, who had been guilty of lb much unpo- 
litencfs and indifcretion. This was direftly what the holy bi* 
fliop wilhed for. For immeditely turning towards the Emperor, 
he laid to him with a grave and ferious air 5 " You are offended, 
^ my lord, at my not paying to the Prince your fon the fame 
^ honour which is due to you, and which I had already paid to 
your majefty. Know therefore, by the juft relentment which 
you have now Ihewn, how much greater muft be the indigna- 
** tion of the heavenly Father againft thofe, who deny to honour 
^ his Son in the fame manner as he himfelf is honoured? So wife 
and furprifing a fpeech affeâed very much Theodofius, who plain* 

fu) Sozonu lib. /• c« 6. Thood* lib. 5. cap. i6, Niceph. lib. 12. cap. 9» 
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A. D. ly underftood, that this holy man was afraid that the wicked Eu- 
380. nomîus would contrive to find fome admittance to him, thro' the 
artifice and cabals of the difguifed Arians. Therefore, being al- 
ready refolved, thro' the perfuafions of the Emprefs, to avoid 
their fnares, he took the holy bilhop in his arms, and returned 
thanks for his wholefome admonition j and in order to convince 
him that he would have a regard to it, he not onlj'^ declined 
feeing Eunomius, and forbid his people ever to mention his name 
more-, but alfo (to prevent him from fpreading his poifon ) he 
iffued out a new Edidl, by which he forbad, under fevere punifli- 
ments, the Arians to hold any aflemblies, either in the towns or 
in the country J or even to clifpute or talk about opinions, (x)io 
the prejudice of the catholicks. So that te falfe Arian Bilhops, 
and amongft the reft Demophilus, being depofed from the feats 
which they had violently ufurped, and not daring to hold any. 
more conferences with thofe whom they had fb long deceived, 
were at laft forced to leave the churches in peace, and retire to 
their own houfes^ where they had it no longer in their power 
to hurt any cne but themfelves, thro* their obftinacy to perfift 
in an evil, which now they could not communicate to others. 
Therefore what the Arians had attempted, in order to be reftored, 
having taken fo happy a turn againft themfelves, was the caufe 
of their deftrudtion. 

About the fame lime they were as unfuccefsful in the Wefl^ 
where the Emprefs Juftina made a violent attempt in favour 
of them. This Princefs, who was as obftinate in the Arianifm, 
as Flaccilla was ftedfaft and confiant in the faith, was afraid of 
undertaking any thing openly in the life-time of the Emperc» 
Valentinian her husband. But after his death, having the power 
in her own hands, during the minority of Valentinian her fon,and 
having nothing to fear on the part of Gratian, a meek and polite 
Prince, who had a great refpeft for his mother-in-law, flie refolv- 
ed highly to recommend the Arians on all occafions. And there 
happened one at that very time, which was of great moment- 
The biihop of Sirmium being dead, which was a large city where 
the Emperor ufed often to refide, in order to oppofe the inva- 
fions of the Barbarians on that fide of the Danube, the Arians 
who till then had been fuperiour in power, conjured her not to 
fuffer that a catholick bilhop fliould be chofen in the place of the 

(X) Nîccoh. lib. 12. 
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deccafed, for that it would be the caufe of their utter ruin. JuP Jf* D. 
tina took this affair Gy very much at heart, that, in order not 3^0. 
to be difappointed in a deïïgn the fuccefs whereof fhe had ab- 
folutely determined, (he her felf fet out for Sirmium, with a nume-' 
rous attendance, to fee a bifliop chofen by the Arians. But flie 
met there a moft inflexible man to deal with, who oppofed he^ 
with fo much vigour, that her attempt became fruitlefs. 

(}') This was St. Ambrofe Archbifhop of Milan, whole right 
it was to nominate, and prelide at the eledion of a Bifliop for 
that Church, becaufe that Sclavonia, according to the ancient di- 
vifion of the Provinces, being annexed to the Cifalpine Gaul, was 
under his jurifdiftion. When he found that Juftina had under- 
taken that journey, in order to place an Arian heretick on the 
throne, he likewife fet out on purpofe to prevent her defign, and 
to forward the eleûion of a catholick, for whofe faith he could 
anfwer. All poflible means were ufed to intimidate him, and 
to oblige him to give up an enterprife, which would prove im- 
praticable, againft the violence and power of a provoked Emprefi. 
But he, defpifing all thofe threatnings, continued firm in the re- 
folution, never to fuffer the eledtion of an Arian biihop in a 
church which belonged to him 5 and God having manifeftly de- 
clared himfelf his proteâor by an extraordinary accident, heat 
laft: managed that aflfair as he pleafed, to the confufion of herefjr, 
tho* it was upholded by the power and interefl: of Juftina. For 
a young lady of diftindion, ( who was mighty zealous for the' 
Arians) having taken the liberty to afcend theEpifcopal throne^ 
( where St. Ambrofe was feated in his pontifical robes,) and lay ^ 
her hands on Jiim, in order to pull him down amongil the wo*- 
men, who, to pleafe the Emprefs, had formed a plot, ta drag him 
out of the Church 5 this holy Prelate threatened the young lady 
with the Judgment of God, telling her, that flie had great caule- 
to fear, leaft he fliould avenge that attempt with an exemplary 
juurtfliment; and flie died on that very day. This fltruck the- 
Arians with fb much terror, and particularly Juftina, who ^ was- 
prodigioufly frightened at the thought of this fudden death;, that 
St. Ambrofe, finding no farther oppofition, confirmed the eleâion* 
of Anemias a catholick prieft, who was very careful in ufing his« 

(j) PauUn. in vit. Anibro& 
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A.1X. beft^ndé&votlrs to deftroy the remains of Arianifb, which could 
381* not hold out much longer. 

For, as it received a moft terrible fliock that year, it was in- 
tirely overthrown in the year following, by the confiant piety 
of Theoddfius, whom God was pleafed to reward with the extra- 
ordinary bleiling of an univerfai peace^ which gave him an op- 
portunity of calling a general Council, in order to condemn and 
reduce that herefy by an irrevocable decree. He therefore began 
that happy year with a new £di£t, (y) which was more extenfive 
and ftrong than the two former, by which it was forbid that any 
place fliould be allowed to the hereticks for the celebration of 
their myfteries-, or that they Ihould be fuffered ever more to 
meet inaffembliesj becaufe he would not give them any oppor- 
tunity of perlîftîng ftubbornly in their folly, by the liberty 
they would have in the pradlice of it. He declared, by the fame 
Edift, that it was his abfolute will, that all his fubjefls fhould 
keep to the belief of the holy Nicene council, which is the only 
catholick faith, whereby we are to believe one only indivifible 
fubftance in the Trinity. That thofe who fhould depart from this 
belief, fhould be deemed hereticks, chiefly the Photinians, Arians, 
and Eunomians, as likewife other monflers of the fame kind, 
whom the world ought fb entirely to abhor, that even their very 
names fhould not be mentioned. He commanded alfb that they 
ihould be expelled the churches throughout the whole lEmpie^ 
which were to be reftored to the catholick Bifhops "who held the 
Nicene belief This Edift was dated at Confl:antinople on the 
tenth day of January under the confulfhip of Eucherius and 
Syagrius, which was the beginning of the year of three hund* 
red and eighty one. 

The day enfuing this Chriflian aâion, Theodofîus did another 
great thing worthy of fb generous and politick a prince, which 
procured him a fine opportunity of fubmitting, fbon after, the 
whole Gothifh nation to his government, without the trouble of 
drawing a fword. 

The peace which he had granted the Goths, had already caufed 
as great a divifion amongfl: them, as that which was between 
them fome years before, tho' with a very different fucceis: for, as 

(/) Leg. 6. dc Hxret. Cod. Thcod* 

at 



BOOK VI. Tie Hifiaytjf AiiAïfisiék alfj 

at that time Athanaricus, Kîtig of the Oftrogoths, had defeated A. D. 
and routed Fritigernes, (z) who commanded theyifigoths^ here, 381. 
on the contrarj, Fritigernes, who had already drawn ojff his na- 
tion, in order to make a new irruption in the Empire, fufpeft- 
îng Athanaricus, who was inclined to obferve the peace, which they 
had begged of the Emperor, furprized him fuddenly, and put 
him to the rout, (a) fb that he found himftlf under the neceA 
fit J of flying to Theodofius, who received him with open arms, 
and even gave him an invitation to Conftantinople, where h# 
arrived on the eleventh day of January, attended by the chief of- 
ficers of the Offarogoths. The Emperor having ordered a mag- 
nificent entertainment for Athanaricus, (b) went himfelf fome 
miles out of town to meet him, where he paid him all the ho- 
nour that the greateft king on earth could hardly expedl from 
a Roman Emperor. But whether it was the grief which his miP- 
fortunes occafioned, or the joy he had at that time to lee himfelf 
received, and treated with fb much grandeur and magnificence 
hy the the greateft monarch in the world 5 whether, I fay, ei-, 
ther of thefe had caufed a fudden and violent revolution of hu- 
mours in him, or that a conflift of both thefe different pallions 
was fo ftrong within his foul, that nature could not refift them^ 
I cannot determine ^ But be that as it will, this unhappy Prince 
died four days after his arrival at Conftantinople, to the great 
concern of Theodofius, (c) who was relblved to pay the ^me 
honours to his memory, which he had done to his perfbn. A» 
Athanaricus died a pagan, the Emperor caufed his funeral to be 
performed according to the ancient ceremonies of paganifm, with 
the greateft folemnity that was ever feen, yet without intermix- 
ing any thing that could offend the chriftian religion j and af- 
ter this he gave orders that a monument fhould be ere£ted for 
him, which was executed with all the ftatelinefs and majefty 
that the Roman grandeur could exprefs upon fuch occafion, and 
this was done with fo great a profufenefs, that the Goths could 
fcarcely come to themfelves, after the amazement they were in 
at the fight of fo much magnificence. 

(^) Zofim. I 4. (4) Tdat. Profpcr, Marcell. in Chron. (b^ Zofinu 
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A. D. This generous behaviour of Theodofius, produced an elFeâ: 
j8j. which far eiceeded all that could reafbnably be expeâed from 
it. For not only the Oftrogoths who had attended Athanaricu% 
offered their fervices to him, and defended the pafTes of the Da- 
nube, but alio the Vifigoths, {i) admiring the greatnefs of his 
Xoul, retraâed their refolution, and laid down their arms^ fb 
that both lides being reconciled, and reunited hj the lame dif- 
pofitions, they gave themfelves up foon after to the EmperoTy 
in order to ferve him on all occafions as his faithful fubjeâs. 
This Conftantinople, {e) which, during the reign of Arianifm, ûw 
Athanaricus with his viâorious Goths at his Gates, and from its 
walls could fee the whole country fet on fire by thefe fierce ene- 
mies, (f) had the pleafure now of feeing them fubjeéts to its Em* 
pire, and of receiving that fame king both living and dying, 
who was come to furrender himfelf up, after the expuliiou of 
herefy, in order, as it were, to cftablifh the catholick religion on 
its throne. And, to compleat the happinefs and glory of Theo- 
dofius (g) by a long feries of fucccfs and vidories, his army, at 
that very time, defeated the Huns and other Barbarians, who 
were forced to retire on the other fide of the Danube, and were 
afraid to make any farther attempt. The Perfians, (i) who had 
fo often got the better of the Romans, and had lately defeated 
Valens, fent embaffa^ors to him with confîderable prefents, in 
order to demand peace, which he granted them, by a Memn 
treaty, which they inviolably kept during all the time of hia 
reign. 

All things being thus in a flourifhing ftate, and the Empire 
enjoying a happy peace, Theodofius refolved to makeufeofft 
favourable an opportunity to compleat his great work, in the 
utter ruin of Arianifm, by calling a general council. ' As he 
afted in concert with Damafus bifhop of Rome, who had already 
wrote to him, (i) defiring he would uphold St. Gregory againft 
Maiimus ^ he appointed, with his confent, a general convocation 
at Conftantinople of the orthodox biftiops throughout the Eafti 
which Damafus himfelf, after having given his approbation to it, 
qualified with the title of an Oecumenical council, becaufe that 

ri) Zofim. Themitt. or. 6. C^) Orof. lib. 7. cap. 34. Mat. (f) Ambrof. 

r« t.Lv Ti,!S- ^*"- ,.. (P ^^^"^- ^- 4- r*>' Orof/ ibid Paac 

m Pancgy. Thcod. (i) Sci.S/n. Aa. i8. Coi Vatic. 
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it agreed in dodrine and in points of faith (h) with the whole A.D. 
weftern church. It wasxompofed of one hundred and fifty ca- 381, 
tholick Bifliops, whereof feveral amongft them, and chiefly Me* 
letius, had fufTered very much for Jesus Christ during the 
perfecution of Valens. St. Gregory of Nyfla, did not fail to vSr 
fift there, and brought the books along with him, which he had juift 
wrote againfl: Eunomius. Afcholius of Theflklonica came thither 
likewife, with others, who were famous for their virtue, as Cyril 
of Jerulalera, Helladius of Cefarea (/) in Capadocia, Pelagius of 
Laodicea^ Diodorus of Tarfa, Amphilochius of Iconium, Gelafus 
of Ceiarea in Paleftine, Eulogius of Edeflà, liidorus of Cyr, 
Terentius of Tomes, Martirius of Martianopolis, Otrecus of Me-» 
litine in Armenia, and Optimusof Antioch in Fifidia. But we 
mufl: allow, that, as the Empire had been in great difbrder under 
the Government of Valens, there were, amongfl: thofe hundred 
and fifty Prelates, a much fmaller number of old and holy Bifliops 
than of young ones, who, being courtiers and worldly men, and 
having no other views but the raifing of their fortune, were 2X* 
ways ready to (erve the times, and found on all occafions that 
the belief of the Prince was the belt For, as they were then 
Catholicks under Theodofius, in order to keep their Bifliopricks, 
they had been Arians under Valens, in order to obtain them, 
tho' feveral of them had a great many bad qualities, and were 
of a life and profeflion which rendered them unfit to be Biftiops* 
{ni) St. Gregory of Nazianze, who was at the head of that coun- 
cil, complains very much of this diforder, and in fuch terms as 
would indeed ftem too ftvere in our time, tho* they were even 
employed againft Bifhops of as vicious a difpofition. Neverthe- 
lefs this did not prevent him from believing (as we do ) that the 
Holy Ghoft fpoke by their mouth, when they decided any matters 
of faith, by reafon that they were feated in the ecclefiaftical 
chair, by the union they were in with Damafus biOiop of Rome, 
who was their head, as they exprefs themfelves in their fyno- 
dical letters. And there is nothing more plain than this, to con* 
vince us that we ought to judge of the authority of a council 

(ï) Epift. Syn. ad Dam Phot. lib. dc Syn. (/) Socr. lib. 5. cap. 8. 

Theod. 1. 5* c. 8. Sozoxn. 1. 7. cap. 9, Qm) Car. de ?ic fii, ^ alib. Car. 
de vitsB àiScu Car. de Epîfcop. 
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A.D. by this union, and not by the quality of the Perfons. The 
. 3^^* Emperor, who was of opinion that he could eafily bring over 
the author of the hercfy of Macedonius, who were then at va- 
riance with the Arians, invited them to it, and ordered the af- 
fair fo, that they were admitted to the number of thirty fix; 
whereof the chief perfons were Elenfius of Cificus, who wa» 
newly become a heretick, and Martianus of Lamplacus. (w) But 
as they had been £b infolent as to proteft, that they would fooner 
declare themfelres altogether Arians, than hold the confubftan*^ 
tiality of the Word, ( for they were all Semi-arians ) they were 
turned out of the Council, and deprived of their Bifliopricki. 
All thefe Bi(hops being arrived at Conftantinople in the begin- 
ning of May, (o) excepting thofe of Egypt, for whom it war 
thought fit not to wait any longer 5 the Emperor gave them an 
honourable reception in his palace, but ihew*d particular marks of 
diftinftion to the divine Meletius, (p) who had no fooner entred the 
hall but he fingled him out from all the reft, and knew him to be 
that venerable Bilhop, whom ( fome days before his acceffion to the 
Empire,) he had feen in a dream, prefenting the purple Robes to 
him with one hand, and putting a crown on his head with the 
other. He then conjured them to labour heartily for the peace 
of the Church, and the re-eftablifhment of the true faith, pro- 
mifing that their decrees Ihould be inviolably obfcrved through* 
out the Empire i upon which the Fathers began their ztCcmhlies. 
The firft thing they did was to fecure a biftiop for the Imperial 
City. Maximus, (notwithftanding the monftrous manner in which 
he was ordained,^ ftill pretended that this fee belonged to him^ 
and on the other hand it was plainly obferved that St. Gregory 
who(r/) already endeavoured, to decjine that office, did not think 
the choice of the people, who required him for their biftiop, fuf* 
ficient enough to n^ake his eleftion canonical-, and that, as it 
was done againft his will, he was no wife bound to^ the care of 
that church, {r) Therefore the council, having examined into 
this affair, declared that Maximus neither was^ nor ever had 
been bifhop, and that all the ordinations which he had made 
were void^ and befidcs, as he had fallen into the Kerefy of Apol- 

(n) Sec. 1. 5. c. 8. S02. 1. 7. c. 7. (0) Socr. Theod- !. 5. cap. 

^- ^ 7. ("î) Gregor. Nai. Car. dc vif (w) Cone. Conft. S02.I. 7. c 9. 
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linarius, he was excommunicated in a (blemn manner. (s)This A.D. 
being done, the council by a general aflent^ confirmed the elec- 38 ^ 
tion of St. Gregory, and having urged him to give his confent 
to it, {t) notwithftanding all his refiftance, they feated him in 
great ceremony on the pentifical throne, where^ till then, he 
always refufed to take his place. 

The church of Conftantinople being thus pacified, the coun- 
cil began to treat uponfome points of faith 5 {v) and, after hav- 
ing read the belief of the Weflem church, which Damafus bi- 
Ihop of RcMne had fent eight years before, to Paulinus of An* 
tioch, they condemned with one voice the herely of Macedoniui; 
who denied the Divinity of the Holy Ghoft \ and they declared 
that he was not the fervant ( according to the blafphemous words 
of that impious man) but was the Lord and vivifying Mafter, 
whom we ought to worlhip and glorify, equally with the Fa- 
ther and Son, in unity of Eflence. Then they produced and 
confirmed, without oppofition, the fymbol of the holy Nicene 
council, according to which they condemned all the feels of Ari- 
anifm, which, in the variety of their opinions, agreed all in de- 
nying the confubftantiality of the word, {x) But as that Creed 
mentioned only one word concerning the Holy Ghoft, whofe Di- 
vinity had not till then, been difputed, they added to it, by way 
oF explanation, what had been decided, relating to that adorable 
perfbn, againft the herefy of Macedonius, after the fame man- 
ner that the Nicene council had added the word Confubftajttial 
to the Creed of the Apoftles, in order to explain, in a more clear 
manner, the Divinity of the Word, difputed by the Arians. So 
for the like reaibn, when the Frifcillianifts, amongft their 
otlver errors, confounded the perfon of the Holy Ghoft with the 
Ferfons of the Father and Son, the Bifhops of Spain aflbmbled 
at Toledo and in Galicia, by the authority of St. Leon, in or- 
der to deftroy this herefy, added to the Creed of Conftantinople 
fixty fix years afterward, thefe words, who proceedetb from the Fa- 
ther and the Son^ taken from the Epiftle (y) of St. Leon, confor- 
mably to fcripture and tradition-, which the churches of Spain, 
and afterwards thofe of Gaul have retained ever fince, and in their 

{/) Theod, L 5. c 8. (f) Gregor. Cur. de vit. fua, (u) Cone. Conil. e. 5. 
(xj E^ Syq. Cone. Conft. Theod. 1. 5. c« 9. (yj S. Leo. £p. 93- 
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A. D. divine myftcrics they fing that Creed, with this new addition 
38ï* For as to the church of Rome, it kept up for many ages the ufe 
ofthe Apofttes Creed (z) in its holy ceremonies ^ andatlaft, at 
the requeft of the Emperor Henry the fécond, Benediâus VIIL 
bifhop of Rome ordered that the people fliould ufe the Creed of 
Conftantinople, with that addition, leaft thofe who might make 
'ufe of it, fhould be fcandalized, (a) becaufe the church of Rome 
( not to change its ancient cuftoms) did not, in its facred myftc- 
ries, profefs a doftrine which the great St, Leon had committed to 
the Bifhops of Spain, in order to diftinguifh the catholicks from 
the hereticks -, and from that time it has conformably been fung 
in all the Latin churches. 

After having thus confirmed the Nicene faith, and more dit 
tinftly eftablilhed the Divinity of the Holy Ghoft, againft the 
Arian and Macedonian hereticks, and having made Ibme ordi- 
nances concerning eccleliaftical difcipline-, all the Bifhops who Were 
prefent at that council, and who, notwithflanding the difference 
of their morals and inclinations, were all perfeftly well agreed 
together, fubfcribed to thofe decifions ^ and we may fay, that, at 
that very inftant, they were concluded with refped to the Holy 
Ghoft. But there happened an incident which obliged that coun- 
cil to fît fome time longer, and was afterwards the caufe of a 
great deal of diforder, which certainly that Holy Spirit had no 
manner of Ihare in. Meletius, one of the two Patriarchs of An* 
tioch, falling fick during the council, died fbon after he had fub- 
fcribed to it. And after his death they paid him all the honour 
that was due to the memory of fo great a man, who in his life- 
time had made a confiderable figure in the church, and fuffered 
cruel perfecutions for the defence of the faith againft the Arians 
under the Empire of Conftantius, and that of Valens, Theodofius, 
who thought himfelf indebted to him for the Empire, caùfèd his 
body to be tranfported with great folemnity to Antioch; where it 
was depofited near the tomb of (li) the illuftrious martyr St. Baby- 
las. It is true that, according to the agreement which was fblemn- 
\y made in that city about two years before, even by the advice 
of Meletius, who had propofed this expedient himfelf it was' 

(?) Rufl. in. cxpof. S>Ti. («; flcmo Abb, Augî. de rch. ad mif. Sped. 
(i) Sozom. L 7, c. 10. 
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refolved that Paulinus, who furvîved him, fliould remain the only A. D. 
Patriarch, and that no other fucceflbr to the deceafed fliould be 381. 
thought on, as it was even agreed to by oath. But the major 
part of the Eaftern Bifliops could not bear to (èe a Patriarch at 
Antioch who had been ordained by Lucifer of Cagliary, and was 
fupported by the Bifliops of the Weft. They put it upon the 
footing of a point of honour, and were of opinion that it was a 
fliame to fuffcr that any other perfon, befides themfelves, fliould 
attempt to confecrate a bifliop in the Eaftern church. Whereupon 
they refolved to proceed to the eleâion {c) of a Patriarch in the 
room of Meletius, tho*, at the hour of his death, he had' ufed 
all the moving eipreffions poflible to perfuade them to live in 
peace* 

St. Gregcny could not fubmit to this refolution, which was not 
only fo evidently offenfive to honour and truth: but would 
likewife involve the church of Antioch again into fb deplorable «l 
fchifin. He therefore uled all his endeavours to oppofe it ^ and, in 
order to comply neverthclels with the weakneis of thofe men», 
who always made the prefervation of their privileges the pre- 
tence of their debate, he reprelented to them, in a very artful and. 
condefcending manner, " That Paulinus being a very old maki, 
^ worn out with labour, and approaching near his end, he wrii 
** of opinion that he ought to be left fole pofleflbr of that* chùrdi: 
** for the fmall number of days he had to live. That this aF- 
^ fair no wife concerned the lofi of their pri vilege^ but was only 
^ a fufpenfion of it for a fliort time. That after the deceafe of; 
*' that good old man, who could not hold it out long, they would ; 
** be intirely at liberty to nominate fuch perlbn to fnccccdhinij' 
" as fliould be moft agreeable to them ^ thM, by thefe means, they 
** wouM pleafe the diurches of the Eaft and Weft; and prevent- 
** a fchifm, by admitting Paulinus to remain ible bifliop, accord^ 
^ ing to the agreement that was made, and that they would main* 
" tain their rights and privileges, in giving hiift a fucceflbr after 
^ his death. Nothing could be more juft and rea(bnable than 
this advice^ bu^ far from being complied with by thefe young* 
Bifliops, who had a majority in the council, it made them to con- 
ceive fo great an averiion to St Gregory^ whom they looked upon ' 

(0 Gregor. Nai. Car, de rit. fu«» 
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A. D. M an adherent to the intereft of the Wefiern church, that thef 
38i« could no longer endure him. They after this held great debates, 
and carried things in fuch a violent manner, to ftrengthen the 
relblution which they had taken, that they even brought over 
to their intereft a number of the old Biihops , who would not 
oppofe this torrent for fear of caufing a more general fchifm. So 
that St Gregory, who protefted openly that he would fooner die 
a thonlands deaths, than agree to fo great a piece of unjuftice, 
having withdrawn himfelf frpm the fynod, and even from the 
Epifcopal palace, they chofe, for fuccefTor to Meletius, Flavian, 
aprieft of Antioch, who readily accepted of the fame, the' he was 
•one of the Sx priefts who had fubfcdbed to the former agreement, 
and taken an oath that tliey never would confent to be chofen 
fucceflbr to either of the two Patriarchs that ihould die StR. In 
this manner the fchifm revived again in Antioch, between Pau* 
linus and Flavian, who being both extreamly zealous for the ca* 
thcdick faith^ and agreeing together in all other points, gave no 
opportunity to the Arians of taking any advantage of it, nor of 
^einftating themfelves in a citj, where they had formerly held 
io great a fway« 

In the mean time the diiTentions in the council of Confian- 
tinople increafed very much, by the arrival of Timothy, Patri* 
arch of Alexandria. He had brought in company with him fe- 
«reial Biihops of Egypt and Macedonia, who wer^ like him, 
in the intereft of Paulinus;, whom Peter and Athanaiius his 
predecedbrs had always favonred, at the example of Damafus 
bifliop of Rome. Therefore tl^e bifhops being diflatisfied at their 
having chofen Flavian with fb much dilbrder and precipitation, 
and at their not waiting fur their arrival, refolved to revoke what 
they had done concerning the eleâion of St Gregory. It was not 
only that they owed any ill will to this great man ^ for they really 
cfteemçd him, nor was it that they had a defign, to put any other 
perfon in his place ^ but their only motive was to perplex thofe 
young Eaftem Bifhops with whom they were dilpleafed, as they 
themfelves £ncerely explained their true lentiments to St Gre- 
gory -, {i) and for this reafbn they publickly declared that his 
confixmation could not lawfully be perform^ without the Pat- 
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riarch of Alexandria, who, being at that time the firft in dignity A. Ih 
in the Eaft, pretended that it was his right to fee it done. The 381.* 
Eaftern bilhops, on one account, were pleaféd to have fo favourable 
an opportunity of depofing St. Gregory with whom they were 
difcontented : but, on the other hand, as it was (hameful to 
them to yield i?Q Co nice a point, they found themfelves obliged 
out of decency, to maintain their proceedings. So that by a 
ftrange efFeft of the capricioufnefs of mankind, thofe who were 
againft St. Gregory flood up ftrenuoufly for him, only becaufe they 
were afbamed to fubmit ^ and thofe who had no diflike to him^ 
but were willing he ihould continue on the Epifcopal throne^ 
were notwithftanding. endeavouring to pull him down, for no rea« 
(on but becaufe, on fome other account, they were diilàtisfied 
with thofe who had placed him on it. So imperioufly does a 
blind paflion excercife its tyranny over the minds of men, when • 
once it has a» full pofTelEon of it, that it induces them not only 
to aâ contrary to honour, confcience^ and reafon,.but eren lome»^ 
times againft their own inclinations* 

6t. Gregory, who was a man of penetration, (bon difcovered the ' 
iecret intentions of thefe two parties, and forefaw that this con* 
teft would never be brought to conclufion, unlefs^ he removed 
the caufe, by puting an end to the two paillons which induced 
them to behave in this manner. Therefore having taken a refolu- 
tion in himfel^ . for the fake of peace, and for his own private 
fatisfaâion, he fàid to the fathers aflembled in a full fynod : ^^ That 
^ it was in vain for thofe two contending parties to difpute with 
«< fo much warmth uipon a point, which he would decide in a 
«' moment. That he defired them to permit him to return into 
^ his folitude, by refigning up his Biflioprick, which he did at 
** that very inftant in their prefence. That, as he was the fulF- 
^ jeu of their di/Tention, and the caufe (tho* innocent) of the 
^ ftorm which difturbed the peace of the church by fo cruel a . 
** divifion, in order to put an end to it, and fave the veflel ofhis 
'* church from fhipwrack, he would caft himfelf into the fea^ but 
"in fo doing would meet with a more happy fate than Jonas -, for, 
** inftead of falling into the jaws of a monfter, he would find 
«^ that bleffed tranquility which he had fo long .wiflied for. That 
^ hç only conjured them (as he^Was going to remove the caufe of 
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A. D. " their divifion) to be intirely reunited in one and the fame fpirir, 
381. ^ and to z& unamioufly in what ever was wanting towards the 
^^ happy deftruâion of Arianifin. 

This difcourfe was an agreeable furprife to both parties, who 
readily agreed, without much ceremony, to St. Gregory's regueft^ 
becaufe that, by this means, one fide and the other found them» 
felves extricated out of a great difficulty, and at the fame time 
obtained what they deiired. For the Eaftern Bifhops by this 
were delivered of St* Gregory, without having the difgrace of 
yielding to the Egyptians ^ and the latter were plealed to fee that 
the perfon, who had been ordained Bifliop of Conftantinople, with* 
out the authority of their Patriarch, ihould be deprived of his 
bifhoprick. So both parties having thusfreely confented to receive 
the refignation of St. Gregory, which the Emperor did not 1* 
gree to without much difficulty, he made another fpeech in h^ 
Cathedral church, the hundred and fifty Bifhops being prefent, 
aslikewifea prodigious crowd of people^ and, in this laft excel* 
lent difcourfe, he gave an account of all that he had done and 
fuffered during three years, (e) to reflore the church of Conftan* 
tinople (which was on the brink of being deffaroyed by the Arians) 
to the flourifhing condition it then was in, by almdd the total 
Teduâion of thofe who were enemies to the catholick faith. And 
he added the following words with a kind of ironical air, which 
neverthelefs fliewed more compalEon than fpleen, ** That^ as he 
** had no other capacity but that of teaching, and preaching 
^ and convincing the Arians, he was very fenfible, that in any 
^ other refpeft, he was not well enough acquainted with the ways 
^ of the world, to be the bilhop of the imperial city j that he had 
^ not any wife the air of a courtier^ that he was unpolifhed, 
** ill dreffed, his houfe poorly furnifhed, without any attendants, 
* coaches, or litters, when he appeared in publièk ^ and no foot- 
** men to walk before him, in order to oblige the people to make 
^ way in the ftreets, as if it were fome favage wild beaft a paf^ 
** fing, or by the noife of a numerous and flately retinue, to give 
** notice to thofe who were yet at a diftance, that the Patriarch 
^ was near at hand. That the art of fupporting fo great a dignity, 
^^ was intirely unknown to him 5 that he could not contend for 

(e) Greg. Naz- Orat. ad. 150, 
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" magnificence with the confuls and praetors, and other gteat A. Z>. 
•* men of the Empire, who gloried in the immenfe riches which 381. 
" they poflefled, and that he had never learnt to lay out the 
•* patrimony of Jesus Christ, and of his poor, in the luxury 
f* and vanity of a fplendid and elegant table. 

In Ihort, after having intreated the Bifhops to make choice 
of a perfon who could worthily fulfil the duties of fo great an 
employment, he took leave of the whole audience in fopathetick. 
a manner, and withal fb majeftically, difplaying all the force of his 
eloquence, that, inftead of thofe applaufes which he ufed always 
to receive at his other orations, nothing was heard at the conclu* 
iîon of this difcourfe, but fighs, lamentations and complaints, at- 
tended with the mournful cries of the people, who were expref— 
fiflg their extraordinary forrow for the lofs of their Paftor, And. 
in this manner St Gregory, who had fubdued Arianifm, departed ' 
firom Conftantinople after fo many glorious toils, with the fatisfa* - 
ôion of carrying no other reward with him into his retirementfu. 
but that which Jesus Christ had promifed to his foldiers, I 
mean, the perfecutions and ingratitude of men. So that whoever 
propofes, after the example of this great man, to be employed in 
the fervice of the church againft horefies, muft likewife learn, « 
from his fate, not to expeâ any crown, but that which they are 
to receive from the hands of Jesus Crist, in the defence of 
whom they fight, m 

But the moft deplorable thing was, that, after St Gregory was - 
gone, and that moid of the pious men were likewife departed 
from Conftantinople, unwilling to fee his place fupplied by anj; 
other, (g) they chole, for his fucceffor, Ncftarius, a worldly man, . 
who certainly was no wile like him, and who afterwards proved 
a very unfit perfon to maintain the dignity of fb great an em* 
ployment as that was in thofe days. He was indeed a man of^ 

food principle, and of an illuftrious family of Taria in Cilicia| 
is temper was mild, he was polite, agreeable, and artful, hav- 
ing a perfeâ knowledge of the world ^ he was finely fhap'd, with 

a pleafing countenance, and majeftick in his perfon, whiç^i his 

(f ) Grogor. Car« de vit. fiuu 
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A. D. advanced age rendered venerable -, and above all, in great efteem 
381. at court, and highly in the favour of Theodofius. But however^ 
he had been, and ftill continued to be, a man intirely of the 
world, he had pafTed his life in a gay manner, and had omitted 
no opportunity cf taking all the pleafurcs which he thought 
lawful, being an eternal courtier, and knowing nothing but the 
world. He had never applyed himfelf to his ftudiesj nor had he 
any knowledge of the holy fcriptures, of church-difcipline, and, 
what is ftiU more ftrange is, that he was a Catechumen, having 
deferred his baptifm till then, according to the pernicious cuftom 
of the perfbns of diftinftion in thofe days 5 and neverthelcfs, 
as he had been recommended to Flavian of Antioch, by 
Diodorus of Tarfus, his name was fet down amongft the Bifliops 
who were prefented to Theodofius-, and this Emperor, who (b) al- 
ready had a liking to him, having declared himfelf in his favour, 
they were fo meanly condefcending as to ordain, without delibera- 
tion, this courtier and old fiuner in the room of Sf. Gregory, 
who had been one of the moft pious and fublimeft divines of his 
time. 

And indeed this proceeding might have afforded means to the 
Arians, to re-eftablifli themfelves by degrees in G)nftantinople9 
thro* the infufficiency of the Partriarch ( tho' he was a very ^wd 
catholick ) had not God prevented it, by ftrengthening the Empe- 
ror's zeal, in order to compleat with fuccefs what he had fo con- 
ragioufly undertaken againft the hereticks. For being informed 
that feveral Arian bifhops, who had difguifed themfelves under 
the pretence of being catholicks, kept the churches ftill in their 
pofTefllon, he made a new Ediâ of the thirtieth of July, by which 

it was ordered, that all Clergymen fhould be expelled the churches, 
who were not approved of by particular Bifhops, whofe faith he 
could anfwer for, and whom he had appointed for that purpole 
in every province of the Empire. (1^ And as Neâarius, who 
was named in the firft rank of thefe Bifhops, knew very wefl 
that, not being fufïîciently learned in the myfteries of religion, 
he might eaiily be deceived by the fiilfe artifices of the Arians, 

(b) S0Z001. L 7. Cap. 9. (0 L. 3. de Fid. Catb. Cod. Tbeod. 

he 
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he kept with him his great friend Diodorus of Tarfus, and Cyri- A. D. 
acus, another bifhop of Cilicia, with fome other men of learning, jSi» 
in order to inftruft him in the epifcopal funftions, as likewife to 
defend him from the deceits of the hereticks, by holding to a 
ftria examination all thofe who were to be received into his 
communion : fo the Arians at that time could not reap any great 
benefit from the eledKon of a man who was fb different from 
his predeceffor. And in order to end the council, to the confu-^ 
fion of Arianifm, and to the glory of the illuftrious defenders of 
Jesus Christ, and of the martyrs of his Divinity 5 as The- 
odofius had reftored the catholick Bifhops to their churches, he 
likewife refblved to honour the facred relicks of thofe who had 
glorioufly facrificed their lives for the defence of the catholick 
faith againft Arian impiety ^ he then ordered that the body of 
the holy Patriarch Paul fhould be tranfported from Cucuft to Con^ 
ftantinople, which accordingly was brought, as it were in tri*> 
umph, into that city, and (Jt) carried to the magnificent church, 
which was built by Macedonius his perfecutor, and was at that 
time confecrated to the memory of that blefled martyr, of whom 
It afterwards bore the name; 

This council being thus at an end in the Ealî at the latter part 
of the month of July, it was fucceeded in the month of feptember 
ty the fynod of Aquilea, where the remains of Arianifm in the 
Weft were fuppreffed -, for foon after that St. Ambrofe had caufed 
Anemius to be elefted bilhop of Sirmium, in fpite of all the en- 
deavours of the Emprefi Juftina, Gratia^ arrived there in order 
to fettle affeirs in lUiria ^ and at that time Palladius and Secundi- 
anus, the two only Arian Bifhops, who ftill perfift^d in their 
obftinate wickednefs, protefting daily that they were catholicka^ 
and were falfly accufed of being Arians, earneftly entreated the 
Emperor to give orders for a general council to meet in the Weft, by 
which means they might clear themfelves of this calumny, andfa- 
tisfy the world concerning their belief. (/) Gratian being over-per- 
foadedby the importunities of Juftina, who was very zealous for 
thefe two Bifhops, had already confented to it ^ But St. Ambroft 

(k) Scaxm. 1. 7. cap. 10, (0 ^^^ Cooc. AqaiL 

M mm 2 having. 
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A.Jy* having urgently reprefentcd to him, that it wasfliameful, and even 
381. of a dangerous confequence, for the whole church to meet in 
behalf of two rebellious men -, he only invited the Bifhops of the 
Provinces, which were in the neighbourhood of Aqnilea, grant- 
ing them at the fame time the liberty of not going thither. 
Whereupon Thirty two Bifhops repaired to Aquilea from Italy, 
Gaul, and Pannonia, and were almoft all of them renowned for 
their doârine, and holinefi. The principal perlons amongft them 
were St. Ambrofe, Sabinus of Placentia, to whom that great 
faint ufed often to fend his ivorks in order to ba correâed by him, 
Philaftrius of BrefTa, who was well known by his writings, Eu- 
febius of Bolognia and Valerian of Aquilea, who reftored in his 
vchurch what ever corruption of Arianifm had been introduced 
into it by his predeceflbr Fortunatian. The two Arian Bifliops 
appeared before this council ^ and tho* they fiill infilled upon a 
ygeneral council, at which the Weftern Bifliops fliould be called, 
- they neverthelefi were condemned by this, with one common 
^oice, becaufe they daily declared that they had no hand in any 
thing that concerned Arius, and yet they never would condemn 
him, nor his Epiftle, which was read in a full iynod^ and belldes, 
as they ufed fo many artful turns, and ambiguous ways c^ 
ipeaking, they would not agree to declaie plainly and precifely, 
cwithout any reftriftion, that Jesus Christ was God. They 
likewife condemned at the fame time two notorious ungodly 
men, one of them was Attains, an Apoftate prieft, who from a 
Otholick had turned Arian y and the other, his mafter, named 
Valens, who, being baniflied from Petto, which was his native 
^country, and whereof he had ufurped the Bifhoprick, found means, 
out of revenge, to deliver it up treacheroufly to the Goths-, and 
^fter this fine exploit, he had the affurance to appear, even in the 
city of Milan, in a Gothifli habit, and under the proteftion of 
Juftina, to confer orders on £bme of the meaner fort of people, 
whom he had feduced. So, as this fynod was funmioned to meet 
upon this account only, it was foon difpatched-, for all was 
over in one fitting, which began on the fifth of feptember, and 
lafted from near fix of the clock in the morning, till one in 
the afternoon^ 

This 
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This gave a deal of vexation to the emprefs Juftina, who met ^* ^* 
St. Ambrofe every where in her way, continually oppofing her 3^^* 
deiigns, and breaking all her meafures with Gratian, who found it 
very difficult to defend himfelf againft the art and importu- 
nities of his mother. She had even over- perfuaded him to grant 
her a church in Milan, for the finall number of Arians, who 
were under her proteâion. But this prince, having for fome time 
fufpended the performance of his promife, he at iaft delivered 
this church up to St. Ambrofe, (w) whofe virtue and dodrine^ 
with the authority which both had acquired to him, bore a greater : 
fway in the mind of Gratian, than the favour of Juftina, or th* 
complaifance which he had for her. Therefore this princefo, 
who was ftrangely obftînate in herefy, and almoft in defpaif 
to fee her Arianilm quite reduced, to be confined to her palace, 
as to its Iaft retienchment, took a horrid refolution from that very 
time, to be revenged one day of St Ambrofe, without fparing 
any thing-, no, not even the moft dreadful crime, fo that flie 
could be but fetisfied. For there is nothing that the mind of a 
powerful and provoked woman is not capable of, efpecially when, 
flie is poffefled with the wicked fpirit of herefy, which flie would 
endeavour to eftablifh in the world, in order to have the vanity 
of being at the head of a party that makes a great noife, and 
oflFers up infence to her as to their idol. 

Id the mean while Damafus bifhop of Rome, being inform- 
cd of what had been tranfaûed in the council of Conftantin* 
tinople, and how dangerous it was leaft the fchifm which con^ 
tinned' at Antioch, by the eleâion of Flavian, fhould difturb 
the whole church, applyedto the Emperor, in order to have 
a general council call'd at Rome, where the Bilhops of the £aft and 
Weft, being allembled, and united to their head, they might all 
tinanimoufly aâ for the publick good. The Emperors, on their fide, 
were extreamly zealous, to promote thefuccefs of a defign, which 
they themfelves judged to be very beneficial to the church in 
general \ and therefore they joyned their imperial letters to thole 
of the Bifhop of Rome, in order to funmion the Bilhops of both 

(«r) Ambroi. L i. de Tpir, fan. c i. 

the 
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A* D. the Empires. Thofe of the Weft immediatelj obeyed, and cime 
3^ I • to Rome, Gratian having given neceflary orders to his officer^ 
to fupply them generoufly with fuch fums as would defray 
the expences of their journey. As to the Eaftern Bifliops, three 
of them only met at Rome, Paulinus, Patriarch of AnticxA, Su 
£piphanus, and Afcholius of Theflalonica ^ and it was at this time 
that St. Jerome, who had attended Paulinus, by whom he had 
been ordained prieft, entred into the iervice of Damafus, and 
remained with him for about three years in the quality of a 
. iecretary, to draw up the anfwers, which were to be given to the 
confultations of the Biftiops, (n) and fynods of the Eaft and 
Weft. But the reft of the Eaftern Bifliops, and chiefly the young* 
eft of them, who had allifted at the council, and were reiblved 
to maintain their eleâion, inftead of repairing to Rome, accord* 
îng to the orders of Theodofius, they went to him to Conftan* 
tinople, where one of them, who was artfully carrying on this 
Icheme, had appointed to meet the reft. There they repreftnt-^ 
ed to the Emperor " That after having laboured fo fuccefsfuHy 
** to deftroy all herefies, and chiefly that of the Arians, it was not 
** to be fuppofed, that any opportunity would be given to the 
^ heretick, to raife up their heads again, by a long abfence of 
^ the Bilhops. That fliould they undertake the voyage of Italy, 
^ they would be too diftant from their churches, at £b dangerous 
«* a time 5 for, that the hereticks, who were kept in awc^ bjr the 
** very prefence of the catholick Bifliops, who were continual* 
^ ly watching their flock, would undoubtedly take advantage of 
** their abfence, in order to reinftate themfelves, and in a fliort 
«• time occafion great diforders. That they thought it iuffident 
•* for them to meet once more at Conftantinople, from whence 
*' they would fend to the Biftiop of Rome, and to the Wçftem 
** BiQiops, who were there aflembled, to give them an account 
** of their proceedings in the council of the foregoing year, to 
** the end that all parties agreeing together, what ever would 
^' be approved of at Rome, fliould be the opinion of the univerfal 
^ church. 

(n) Hier. Ep, n. 27. 61, 

Theodofius 
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Theodoiîus, to whom this advice feemed verj reaibnalle^ not A. 2). 
diving into their fecret defigns, freely gave his confent to it. 382. 
(v) So that the Bifhops being ailembled a fécond time at Conftan* 
tinople, (as reprefenting ftill the council of the foregoing year,) 
they deputed three Bilhops to Rome, with a fynodical Epiftle 
wrote at large, wherein they reprefented the ftate of the Eaftern 
church, as it was newly delivered from the horrid perfecution 
of the Arians, and how dangerous it was leaft the wolves, whom 
they had expelled, ihould return again amongft the fheep, fhould 
the paftors be at too great a diftance from thence, whereupon 
they ezcufed themfelves in moft refpedful terms, protefting that 
they wifhed they had the wings of a dove, in order to haften 
their way to Rome, that, as members, they might there be u- 
nited with their head. But withal that there was no poflibility 
of compleating their defire, at Co dangerous a junâure, wherein 
their prefence was fo abfblutely neceflary to their churches» 
After this they gave an account of what tiiey had determined 
concerning herefies, and chiefly againft the Arians, conformably 
to the holy Nicene council 5 of the canons which they had made^* 
and of the eleâion of Neâarius, and that of Flavian, which they 
declare was performed in a canonical manner, by the confent of 
the whole church of Antioch,and approved (^ by the general voice 
ef the whole council. 

(p) This epiftle being carefully examined, Damafus bilhop of 
Konie confirmed the council of Conftantinople, as to what related 
to the opinions and decifions of faith, but not as to the canons 
and regulations, particularly that which was not mentioned in 
^e fyiiodical epiitle, and which gave the Patriarch of Conftan* 
tinople, the firft rank after the bifhop of Rome, to the prejudice 
of the churches of Alexandria and Antioch, whofe pre-eminence . . 
was confirmed in the council of Damafus. For indeed the hU 
ihops of the imperial city had not ufurpedthat dignity till under 
thcismpireof Juftinian, and having maintained it for many years, 

(0^ Tbeod. 1. 5. c. 9. (p) Phol. L de 7. fyn. St. Greg; Mag. L 6. Epift. 125. 
St. Ijao. Ep. 51. & 53* Can. 5. alias. 7. Collea. Crefcon. Codex, Vati. 
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A D. ty the fiivonr and authority of the Emperors, they were at laft 
382. tolerated without any oppofition, only to preferve the peace. As 
to the eleâion of Flavian, tho' Paulinus was acknowledged for 
the lawful Patriarch by Damafus, and by the whole Weftem 
churchy neverthelefs this wife biihop confidered that if he dedar« 
ed that eleâion void, it was to be feared that it might occafion ai» 
univerfal fchifm between the Eaft and Weft, which would g^ve an 
opportunity to the Arians to re-eftabliih themielves-, forwhidi 
reafon he chofe rather to conceal his thoughts, and tolerate tht 
Patriarch of Antioch for feme time, which waslikewife done by hii 
fucceiTors for twenty fix years after, when at laft there was a hap* 
py end put to it by Innocent bifliop of Rome. It is likewife re« 
ported that in this very council it was, that Damafus madea 
decree, (q) that after every Pfalm, in the oflice, they fiiould fing 
the Hymn of glorification, Glory be to the Father ^ and to the Son^ 
ani to the Holy Qhoft. This was in ufe in the church in the time 
of the Apoftles*, but the Arians by corruption ufed to (ày, Gfarj 
he to the Father^ thro' the Son^ in the Holy Qhoft^ becaufe they 
would not ezprefs the equality of the three Peribns. And the 
catholicks not only obferved this very conftantly, but alfo, ia 
order to confound the Arians, who denied that the Son had been 
from eternity, they added this verfe. As it was in the hegimnng^ 
is fiow^ ana ever JhaU he world without end^ Amen. And Dtmafot 
ordered, that the one and the other Ihould be iaid at the end of 
every Pfalm, (r) that by renewing fo <rften, the profeflion of the 
catholick faith, at the times which were appointed to fing the 
praifes of the Almighty, the more Trophies would be oonfecrat* 
ed to the glory of the three adorable Perfon» of the Trinity, otct 
the impiety of Arianifm. 
A. D. AVhat feemed wonderful was, (s) that Theodbfius at that rftf 
983. time was infpired with the ùme fpirit, to forward the ruin of 
thar herely in the Eaft, by the glorious aâion he did in a third 
aflembly of the Fathers, whom he had invited to Conftantinople^ 

(f) Aa. Damad B*fiL ad Axnphit. deSp. 5. c. 27. Theodor. 1. 2.c, 24. Sàum. 
lib. 3. cap. 19. , fr) Condi. Vaf. 4. L Cone. c. 5. (sj 

lib. 5. cap. 10, SoaL. lib. 7. cap. i2« 
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in order to find means to reduce all his fubjefts to a unity of opi- A. D. 
nion and belief. Befides the orthodox Bifhops, there came, by S^?» 
his command, fome other Bifliops of diffèrent Arian fefts, who 
had been already turned out of the Bilhopricks, which they 
formerly had taken into their pofleifîon, and who at that time 
were in fome hopes of being reftored, if they were admitted, into 
the prefence of the Emperor, to difpute their caufe with the Ca- 
tholicks. For the hereticks are fond of nothing fb much as con- 
ferences and debates, particularly when they are held before thofe 
-who have neither underftanding, nor capac ity enough to diftin* 
-guifh, what is true or falfe, in matters of that kind. And as thej 
ipeak as boldly in behalf of error and faUhood, as a lover of truth 
inrill do in defence of it ^ fb they ever flatter themfelves, that 
it will be eafy for them to come off always thro* the perplexity of 
oblcure difputes, faying that they have gained the viâory, only 
to render it more uncertain, and to make the world doubt, on 
ivhich fide it will declare it felf. Therefore theiè Bilhops came 
with a great deal of joy to this conference, which they imagine 
ed was to be held in a fuH fynod, in the prefence of Theodofius, 
and of the whole court, and they appeared there in company 
with thofe of their opinion, who were the moft skilful id the 
art of con&undins people, by illufions and ibphifms. But they 
•were very much aeceivca in tk«ir «sp^/Vations : for the Emperor, 
. having agreed upon the matter before hand, with Nedtarius the 
Patriarch (who was a prudent artful man, and not at all in- 
inclined to difputes, to which he was a perfeâ Uranger) he 
^asked thefe Bifliops at their firft meeting, what oppinion they had 
of the Fathers and Doâors, who had written upon the myfteries 
cf Religion, before that Arius had ever appeared in the world? To 
this they immediately replied (not knowing the Emperor's fecret 
thoughts) that in their opinion, they were great men, and they 
lookâ upon them as the teachers of the Chriilians, who ought to 
have a profound veneration both for their perlons, and for their 
doârine. Tha Emperor hearing this, faid to then^ without giv- 
ing them time to deliberate : ^ You mufl: therefore, of two thiujgs, 
^ jieceflarily chule one } you mufl either confcfs what they have 

N n n *^ faid 
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A.D. ** faid concerning the Divinity of Jesus Christ, as the in^ 
383. <* proachful witnefles of the ancient doûrine of the Church in their 
" time-, or in rctraôing what you have juft faidin their praife^ 
*' you muft pronounce anathema's againft them. I will admit of: 
** no reply ta this 5 all difputes are out of the queftion^ you 
^ muft immediately fix upon a reiblution,. and chufe one of theie 
^* two propoiitionsL 

' Theft few words ipoken with authority, By a Prince, who was 
mighty abfolute, and could ezprefs himfelf in a powerful man* 
ner, when it was his pleafure, put the(e hereticks into difor» 
der. For, as they had not forefeen this incident, not argued the 
cafe amongft themfelves, they were extreamly puzzled. If they 
ihould pronounce anathema's againft the Fathers of the Ancient 
church, they would become odious, and abominable to the people, 
who would be ready to ftone them ; and if they (hould acknowledge 
that authority, and fubmit to it, they would immediately give 
up the argument, which was their only ftrength ^ and then thofe 
witnefles, who ipoke ib plain, would be produced againft them, and 
they could not well fet afide their teftimony, without doing a 
great deal of diihonour to themfelves. Being thus at a fiand, it 
was impoflible for them to agree upon the answer, whicb the 
Emperor immediately required of them, or to Irnow which of 
tiie two propo&d parfscs rney Uiould take. Some of them (1>eing 
Scmi-AriansJ were willing to adhere to the doftrine of the An- 
cients, as it was explained by the Fathers, becaufe they thought 
that they could find in it wherewithal, to defend and mainttin 
their opinions. The others who plainly faw that they ihould be 
condemned by it, and who propofed great advantages to thcm^ 
felves by difputing, would not fubmit to have the cafe decided 
by authority; but required that the points in queftion Ihould 
be debated, by which means they might have it in their power 
to ufe all their Ibphifms, in order to intangle the difpute in 
fuch a manner, as the affeir could never come to a decifion, and 
they were fo deeply engaged in this debate, that they at laft 
fell into a warm difpute, concerning their own opinions, with 
which they began to upbraid one another, as being either con- 
trary to the doctrine of the Primitive church, or not to be main- 
tained 
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tained hj reafon, fuppoHng they fiiould be refened to a firift A. D. 
ezaminatioii. i^h. 

Theodofius who was highly pleafed to fee them thus confound* 
edy and in diforder, as he forefaw it would happen^ faid to them, 
that, in the mind they were in, there was no probability that 
they could ever agree, unlefs ibme other meafures were taken ^ 
for which reafon he commanded them to bring him (every one 
of them in particular) their profefEon of faith in writing, upon 
a day appointed, and that the opinion which would be judged 
the beft, fliould be approved of, in order to their conform* 
ing themfelves to the fame. The day being come, the heads 
of the different feâs of Arians, viz. Demophilus, Eleulius of Ci* 
zicus, and Eunomius attended the Emperor with the confeilion of 
their belief ^ and Neâarius likewifè prefented his profeflion of 
&ith to him in the behalf of the Catholicks. Then Theodofius, 
after a folemn invocation of the name of God, to give a ble^ 
ling to the aâion which he was about, read thefe profef- 
fions, and tore all thole of the Arians, holding that of the Ca- 
tholicks in his hand, which confefTed the Confubftantiality of the 
Word: ** This, gentlemen, laid he, is the only knot of the reunion 
^ of your minds and of your hearts in the (ame belief which 
^ we have received. from the Apoftles, by the hands of our Fa- 
*' thers, who delivered it by word of mouth, and in writing, 
^ conformably to the Gofpel, wnich ihcy preached throughout 
** the world, I will not admit, throughout my dominions^ 
** of any other religion, but that which obliges us to worfhip 
** the Son of God in unity of Eflence, with the Father and 
«* Holy Ghoft, in the adorable Trinity. As I hold the Empire 
^ of him, and the power which I have to command you ^ he like* 
** wife will give me ftrength, as he hath given me the will, 
to make my fclf obeyed, in a point fo abfolutely necefla- 
ry to your falvation, and to the peace of my fubjefts. " Having 
fpoken in this manner, he difmiffed them, without giving them 
time to make any reply ^ nor indeed were they able to anfwer 
a word, fo great was their confufion^ being already divided a- 
mongft themfelves, and furprized at the unexpeâed proceeding 
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A. D. of this great Prince. And what was more wonderful (God giv- 
385. ing a bleffing to the Emperor's wife and generous conduâ) the 
Arians themfelves, who before this, féemed dif&tisfied, and were 
exciting feditions in the provinces and cities, where the ediâa 
of Theodofius were pnblifhed, now tnrned all their anger againft 
thofe Biihops, who were fo much divided amongft themfelves^ 
and acknowledging the weaknefi of their caufe, by that very 
mifunderftanding, moft of them were converted, and became go(^ 
Catholicks. 

At this junûure, the opportunity was too ^vourable^ not to 
take all the advantage poflible,. of the confternation of the heads 
of the Arians;, as likewife of the happy difpofition of the people. 
Therefore the Emperor immediately ifliied out two cdiéls, the 
one of tlie twenty fifth of July, and the other of the third of 
September, whereby, after having renewed the orders he had given; 
(i) that the Arians fliould not aflemble together, either in 
towns or in the country, he now forbad them to (ay or do any 
thing, either in publick or in private, that could be in the leaft 
offe^ve to the Catholick religion, impowering all his fubjeâs 
to profecute all fuch perfons as fhould tranfgrefs this law, . and 
expel them like monfters, from the fociety of men. He more- 
over required by thofe ftatutes, that all Arians who fhould be 
found out of their provinces or dtîoo, ilionld be compelled to 
return to them, and to retire into their houfes, for fear that 
(being at liberty to go abroad, and correfpond with other cities^ 
by trading with them) they might fpread their venom in all 
parts, and infeft the M^ole world with their herefy. And to the 
intent that this law fliould be ftridtly oblerved, he fiirther de<- 
creed, that all officers and magiffarates of any town, wherein the 
Arians had afTembled together, fhould be feverely punilhed, and 
that the houfes wherein thefe hereticks fhould be difcovercd 5 
fliould likewife be forfeited. 

Thefè lafl ediâs, which were publifhed on fo &vourable an 
cccafion,. and coontenanced by the power and authority of a 

(i) L. II. ec 12. de Haeret. CocL Theod. Sozon. 1. 9. c. 12. 

Prince 
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Prince who knew how to make his fubjefls obej him, were of (b ^-D. 
great force, that in a -little time there remained in the Eaft, but 3^3*^ 
very few Arians, who did not even dare to declare themfelves. They 
inwardly concealed their wicked thoughts, in hopes of finding 
Ibme other opportunity if poffible of making them known, which 
they they very unadvifedly did, and was the caufe of their utter 
ruin, as we Ihall fee hereafter. And indeed, on this occafion,, 
Theodofius oblerved an admirable conduâ:. As he was fcnfible 
that a converfion which was made by force could not be very : 
lincere, and that nevertheleft, according to the Gofpel, it is ne- 
ceflary fometimes to compel thofe people to come to a feaft, who 
refufe the oflFer when they are invited to it^ hemived lenity 
and rigour fo (ir^ artfully together, that if the latter only fliewed 
it felf with a threatning afpedt, immmediately the evil was fup- 
preffed^ whilft the former, on the other hand, was labouring 
to promote good, in a truly efFedlual manner. For his ediûs caus- 
ed fo great a terror in the Arians, that it kept them in their 
duty at leaft as to outward appearance, without being obliged 
to put them in execution ^ and the favours which he confer- 
red on thofe, who were converted, brought over a greater number 
to him, who were in hopes of being treated in the fame man- 
ner. 

Thus Arianifm, which had been fupported by the fovereign ^ 
power of two Emperors, after having made a great noi{ë and 
difturbance in the world, was at laft deftroyed fixty three years 
after its birth (which feemed to be the fatal dimafterick year) 
by the wifdom and refolution of Theodofius, who undertook to 
reftore, throughout his dominions, the Empire of Jesus Christ, 
which that Arian monuW had almofl: fubverted. So true it is, 
that either the good or bad ftate of Religion, depends on a Prince 
who is abfolute ; for as he may deftroy all things, when he makes 
his power fubfervient to his paffion^ fo likewife he can re- 
flore every thing, if his authority is backed by the zeal which 
he ought to have for the glory of him to whom he is in* 
debted for his Empire, But as a great river Cwhcn fwelled 
with- the floods of the fea) will over-run one of its banks, and 

(h) Soiotn. L 7. cap. 9. 

afrei: 
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j4. D. afïer a long inundation, leave it drj, then ' change its courfe, 
383- and throw it felf on the other fide, %vhereit will occafion frefli de- 
vaftations -, fo in the iàme manner, Arisnifnt (after having for lb 
many years caufed fuch horrid diforders in ^.£aft) being at 
laft oppoied hy the courage and ànvindble zeal of Theodo- 
fius, rufhed with more fury than ever, into the Weft, by a 
dreadful inundation of Goths, Germans, Vandals, and Xombards, 
who there eftablifhed their herefy with their Empire, as we 
ihall relate iathe following Books. ' 



The End of the I**. Vol. 
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